
Grossi’s Toxic Legacy: Greenlighting 
Aggression, Smearing Iran
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TEHRAN — The 
head of the UN nucle-
ar watchdog has once 
again seized the inter-
national stage to smear 
Iran and advance a hos-
tile agenda dictated 
by the US, turning an 
ostensibly technical body into a political 
instrument of Western coercion.

Addressing the 70th regular session 
of the General Conference of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
in Vienna on Monday, Director General 
Rafael Mariano Grossi used his platform 
to deliver an alarmist, distorted narra-
tive regarding Tehran’s nuclear activities, 
conveniently glossing over the blatant 
military aggression waged by the United 

States and Israel against Iranian territory.

Grossi sought to depict the disruption 
of technical cooperation as an arbitrary 
move by Tehran rather than the natural, 
security-mandated consequence of un-
provoked foreign military attacks against 
sovereign, safeguarded facilities.

“The situation regarding the Agency’s 
oversight of Iran’s nuclear programme 
deteriorated in 2026. There were renewed 
attacks on that country at the end of Feb-
ruary. We had to withdraw our inspectors 

and apart from an in-
spection of the Bushehr 
nuclear power plant 
in June, we have not 
conducted any in-field 
verification activities in 
Iran for more than six 
months,” Grossi said.

By framing the halt in inspections 
without holding the aggressors account-
able for striking peaceful nuclear infra-
structure, he brazenly inverted the roles 
of victim and perpetrator. “It is well over 
a year since the Agency lost continuity of 
knowledge in relation to the previously 
declared inventories of LEU and HEU en-
riched up to 60% U-235 at the declared 
nuclear facilities affected by the attacks 
of June 2025.”  Page 3

Grossi has reduced the UN’s watchdog 
into a Western instrument, leveraging 

his office to legitimize aggression 
against Iran’s inalienable rights and 

sovereign nuclear facilities

Exhibition of 
winning works of 
11th Andrei Stenin 
International Press 
Photo Contest opens 
at Art Bureau

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha
TEHRAN – The exhibition of the 

winning works from the 11th Andrei 
Stenin International Press Photo 
Contest opened on Monday at the Iran 
Photographers House Gallery at the 
Art Bureau in Tehran.

The exhibition is a joint effort of 
the Rossiya Segodnya media group, 
Mehr Media Group, and the Iran 
Photographers House.

At the beginning of the opening 
ceremony, the video message of 
Alexander Shtol, executive director of 
the contest,  Page 8

IAEA Director-General Rafael Mariano Grossi, delivers his statement at the opening of the IAEA 70th General Conference. IAEA, Vienna, Austria. 14 September 2026
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IRGC shoots down 
advanced MQ-1 drone 
over Strait of Hormuz

TEHRAN – The Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) announced on Monday that its 
aerospace units successfully tracked and 
brought down another sophisticated MQ-1 
unmanned aerial vehicle over the strategic 
waters of the Strait of Hormuz.

In a press release issued by the IRGC Public 
Relations Office, military officials confirmed 
that the hostile aircraft was engaged and 
neutralized using a cutting-edge indigenous 
surface-to-air defense network operated by 
the IRGC Aerospace Force.

The engagement was coordinated entirely 
within the Islamic Republic’s unified integrat-
ed air defense grid.

“The advanced MQ-1 drone was intercepted 
and destroyed over the skies of the Strait of 
Hormuz,” the statement said.  Page 3

CBI governor meets 
Turkish, Tunisian 
counterparts at 
Islamic Banks Summit

TEHRAN- The Governor of the Central Bank 
of Iran met and held talks with the Governors 
of the Central Banks of Turkey and Tunisia on 
the sidelines of the summit of Central Bank 
Governors of Islamic countries.

According to IRNA, citing the Central Bank, 
Abdolnaser Hemmati, the Governor of the 
Central Bank, who has traveled to Turkey to 
participate in the summit of Central Bank 
Governors of Islamic countries, held meet-
ings with his counterparts on the sidelines of 
the summit.

In these meetings, emphasis was placed on 
expanding bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion among Islamic countries.  Page 4

How Xi Jinping 
positioned BRICS 
against Western 
sanctions, power politics

TEHRAN — Speaking at the 18th BRICS 
Summit in New Delhi, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping delivered an unyielding critique of 
Western hegemony, positioning the expand-
ed alliance as a primary shield for the Global 
South.

Commemorating 20 years of BRICS coop-
eration, Xi called on sovereign nations to ac-
tively oppose coercive power politics, resist 
economic sanctions, and build a genuinely 
multipolar world order.

I. Confronting U.S.-Israeli aggression in 
West Asia

Xi addressed the severe escalation across 
West Asia, pointing directly to the heavy 
toll inflicted on regional populations by the 
U.S.-Israeli war against Iran.  Page 5

Nine years after Saudi 
Ritz-Carlton purge, 
Rami Naimi remains 
trapped

By staff writer

TEHRAN — Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman’s “modernization agenda” has drawn 
international attention, but a Financial Times 
investigation into the 2017 Ritz-Carlton 
purge raises serious questions about how 
the kingdom treated some detainees during 
that period.

The investigation, published in FT Weekend 
Magazine on September 12, details how the 
anti-corruption campaign became, according 
to detainees and their families, a system of 
detention and financial pressure.

The harrowing case of Rami Naimi offers 
a rare window into that system. Naimi has 
spent nine years trapped, enduring repeated 
detentions, secret trials, and continuously 
coerced financial settlements, according to 
the report.  Page 5

9/11 Families United 
chair calls out Trump 
over Saudi cover-up, 
Iran war narrative

TEHRAN — The 25th anniversary of Sep-
tember 11 stripped away any lingering illusion 
of political unity in Washington. At Ground 
Zero, families of the victims directly confront-
ed the American political establishment over 
its quarter-century shielding of Saudi Arabia.

Hours earlier at the Pentagon, President 
Donald Trump and “War” Secretary Pete 
Hegseth tried to refashion the memory of 
2001 into a propaganda vehicle for the war 
against Iran.

Terry Strada stood before an audience that 
included every living former president and 
Vice President JD Vance.

Her husband, Tom, died in the North Tow-
er. As chair of 9/11 Families United, her focus 
was not on vague memorial platitudes, but 
on specific state complicity.  Page 5

Regional Hormuz 
talks postponed, Iran-
Oman understanding 
finalized

TEHRAN — A high-level ministerial summit 
between Iran and Arab states of the Persian 
Gulf scheduled to convene in Oman to negoti-
ate arrangements for safe commercial navi-
gation through the Strait of Hormuz has been 
postponed to a later date.

The postponement of the regional talks—
which had been slated for Monday—came 
at the specific request of Saudi Arabia, even 
as Tehran and Muscat announced the formal 
finalization of their bilateral understanding 
over maritime routes governing the world’s 
most critical energy transit artery.  Page 2

Pezeshkian warns 
of US efforts to sow 
division, calls for 
national unity

TEHRAN— Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has warned that the United States 
is seeking to exploit economic pressures and 
social difficulties to deepen divisions inside 
Iran, stressing that national unity and soli-
darity are essential to confronting ‘Washing-
ton’s bullying and pressure campaign.’

Speaking at a meeting in Tehran on Mon-
day, Pezeshkian condemned crimes commit-
ted by the United States and the Israeli re-
gime against the Iranian people, arguing that 
the same actors that claim to defend human 
rights have used their military capabilities 
and advanced technologies against civilians.

He particularly referred to the killing of 
children and other civilians, as well as the 
late Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, during the recent 
conflict.  Page 3

Iran rejects foreign 
interference, and 
warns against US 
unilateralism

TEHRAN- Iran has rejected allegations of 
involvement in Yemen’s decision-making and 
a recent attack on Saudi Arabia’s East-West 
oil pipeline, while reiterating that regional 
security arrangements should be shaped by 
the countries of the region rather than out-
side powers.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqa-
ei, speaking at his weekly press conference 
in Tehran on Monday, said Yemenis inde-
pendently determine their country’s policies 
and stressed that Iran has no role in decisions 
taken by Yemen’s Ansarullah movement. He 
also called for equal maritime security for all 
countries, arguing that those who attack re-
gional states cannot simultaneously claim to 
be guardians of maritime security.  Page 2
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In a brazen violation of diplomatic norms, Austria barred Iran’s 
nuclear chief from IAEA summit due to US pressure



From page 1   Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Esmaeil 
Baghaei told reporters at his 
weekly press conference on 
Monday that the gathering of 
foreign ministers was canceled 
following Riyadh’s intervention.

“The understanding between 
Iran and Oman, as two littoral 
states, has been finalized. In 
consultation with Oman, we will 
decide on the next step, includ-
ing how to announce or register 
the understanding,” he added. 

Baghaei noted that the Iran-
Oman understanding regarding 
the security of maritime routes 
was the result of weeks of nego-
tiations between the two coun-
tries.

The spokesperson made clear 
that Iran does not make deci-
sions on “highly sensitive and 
complicated” security-related 
issues based on a single factor, 
stressing that Tehran should 
not call its own rational and for-
ward-looking actions into ques-
tion because of the ill-advised 
actions or broken commitments 
of others.

Baghaei described the planned 
assembly in Oman as an “oppor-
tunity” created by Tehran and 
Muscat, saying regional coun-
tries were expected to recognize 
and make use of it. He reiterated 
that Iran has consistently made 
efforts to help resolve regional 
issues and has demonstrated 
that commitment in practice.

“We well know that the con-
tinuation of war in the region 
among Muslim countries has 
only one winner, and that winner 
is no one other than the Zionist 
regime (Israel), which seeks to 
prolong tensions and insecurity 
among Muslim countries in our 
region,” the Iranian spokesper-
son pointed out.

Confirming the shift in sched-
ule, Mohammad Alibek, Director 
General of the Persian Gulf De-
partment at Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry, said on Sunday that the 

meeting of foreign ministers 
from Persian Gulf littoral states, 
originally scheduled for Monday 
in Oman, has been postponed 
to a later date following a joint 
decision by Iran and Oman, at 
the request of certain regional 
countries, stressing that Tehran 
remains fully committed to the 
process of constructive regional 
dialogue.

In Muscat, official state media 
similarly announced the delay. 
“It has been decided to post-
pone to a later date the region-
al meeting that was to be held 
on Monday in Salalah, in order 
to create conditions conducive 
to a constructive dialogue,” the 
Oman News Agency reported on 
Sunday.

Underlining Oman’s per-
sistent diplomatic push, Omani 
Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi 
said on X that “we remain deter-
mined to promote dialogue that 
contributes to stability and last-
ing cooperation in our region.”

The Strait of Hormuz consti-
tutes an indispensable choke 
point for the international econ-
omy, with roughly one-fifth 
of global oil demand flowing 
across its narrow waters. Iran 
has maintained heightened re-
strictions on navigation since 
the start of the US-Israeli mil-

itary aggression against the 
country on February 28, citing 
acute national security concerns 
and the imperative to safeguard 
its territorial sovereignty.

Prior to the postponement, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araqchi had reaffirmed that 
any full normalization of transit 
through the corridor remains 
inextricably tied to broader geo-
political dynamics—specifically 
Washington’s compliance with 
its pledged obligations. Clarify-
ing the scope of the diplomatic 
track, Araqchi stated firmly in 
an interview with Al Araby Al 
Jadeed that preliminary bilater-
al understandings forged with 
Oman do not equate to an un-
conditional opening of the choke 
point.

“It in no way means the re-
opening of the Strait of Hormuz,” 
Araqchi underlined, emphasiz-
ing that a resumption of normal 
commercial transit hinges en-
tirely on Washington honoring 
the 14-point memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) signed on 
June 17 through Pakistani medi-
ation.

Araqchi revealed that Tehran 
had prepared a comprehensive 
technical package for the litto-
ral delegations, noting: “We will 
provide the details of the under-

standing reached with Muscat, 
as well as maritime maps delin-
eating the proposed new ship-
ping corridors, to the participat-
ing littoral delegations.”

Before the postponement, the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry empha-
sized that the Oman assembly 
was intended to “promote bet-
ter understanding among the 
countries of the region and help 
strengthen shared regional se-
curity.”

The diplomatic deadlock 
across the waterway remains 
rooted in Washington’s chronic 
failure to adhere to bilateral and 
multilateral understandings. 
Under the Pakistani-mediated 
14-point MoU, the United States 
had committed to concrete 
de-escalatory steps, including 
lifting the naval blockade im-
posed on Iranian ports, halt-
ing offensive operations, and 
clearing impediments to Iranian 
commercial navigation.

Instead of fulfilling its written 
pledges, Washington breached 
the agreement, maintaining 
its aggressive naval cordon 
and sustaining hostile actions 
against Iran’s civilian and indus-
trial maritime infrastructure. In 
response, the Islamic Republic 
maintained its legitimate stra-
tegic curbs on the chokepoint 
until the hostile parties honor 
their commitments in full.

Under international maritime 
law, Iran and Oman exercise 
sovereign jurisdiction over their 
territorial waters and contig-
uous zones within the Strait of 
Hormuz. Despite the postpone-
ment requested by Riyadh and 
others, Tehran and Muscat have 
signaled that their finalized bi-
lateral understanding lays the 
groundwork for an indigenous, 
cooperative maritime architec-
ture—one that rejects destabi-
lizing foreign military armadas 
and counters the illusion that 
relying on Washington’s security 
umbrella can bring genuine sta-
bility to the Persian Gulf.

From page 1  

Yemenis make their own decisions

Baqaei said developments in Yemen should 
be viewed against the backdrop of years of 
attacks and an “unjust siege” imposed on the 
country. He maintained that Ansarullah is an 
independent actor that makes decisions ac-
cording to its own interests.

He also pointed to repeated US and Israeli 
attacks on Yemen and said the Yemeni peo-
ple’s position on the Palestinian issue demon-
strated their independent outlook and con-
cern for the wider Muslim community.

At the same time, the Iranian spokesman 
warned that some actors were seeking to 
exploit divisions among Muslim countries 
to deepen regional disputes. He argued that 
maritime security and freedom of naviga-
tion must be guaranteed for all states rather 
than selectively invoked by outside powers.

Baqaei separately categorically rejected 
US allegations that Iran was involved in a 
recent attack launched from Iraqi territory 
against Saudi Arabia’s East-West oil pipeline. 
He described the allegations as unfounded 
and said Washington was seeking to aggra-
vate divisions among regional countries at a 
time of heightened tensions.

He again stressed that Iran has no role in 
decisions taken by Ansarullah, adding that 
Yemen’s recent developments should be un-
derstood in the context of years of conflict, 
blockade and repeated US and Israeli strikes.

Tehran and Muscat finalize understand-
ing on maritime routes

The Iranian spokesman also disclosed 
that Iran and Oman have finalized an un-
derstanding concerning maritime routes in 
the Strait of Hormuz, while consultations 
continue over how the arrangement will be 
formally announced.

Baqaei said a planned meeting of region-
al foreign ministers in Oman was canceled 
at Saudi Arabia’s request. The meeting had 
been intended to provide an opportunity 
for Iran and Oman to present their under-

standing of maritime routes and discuss the 
rights and sovereignty of coastal states.

He emphasized that the Iran-Oman initia-
tive was designed to create an opportunity 
for regional countries to discuss the estab-
lishment of a secure regional environment 
without intervention by outside actors. He 
rejected suggestions that Tehran’s approach 
was driven by short-term fluctuations in oil 
prices, stressing that foreign-policy and na-
tional-security decisions cannot be reduced 
to a single economic factor.

According to Baqaei, the agreement be-
tween the two coastal states has now been 
finalized. Tehran and Muscat will consult on 
the next steps, including how the under-
standing should be announced or registered.

He also criticized US claims concerning 
maritime security, referring to a recent at-
tack on an Iranian vessel near Hengam Is-
land that killed Iranian national Jamshid Ra-
jabi and wounded several others, including 
two Pakistani nationals working aboard the 
vessel. Baqaei argued that such incidents 
contradicted Washington’s stated concerns 
about maritime safety.

Iran’s nuclear policy remains unchanged

Baqaei also rejected speculation that Iran 
has altered its nuclear doctrine or is consid-
ering withdrawal from the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT).

He said Iran’s nuclear policy remains clear 
and argued that discussion of nuclear deter-
rence is a natural consequence of repeated 

attacks and acts of sabotage against Ira-
nian nuclear facilities. He questioned why 
countries should be surprised by such dis-
cussions when the NPT’s objectives of pre-
venting proliferation and advancing disar-
mament have not been fully achieved.

The spokesman said Iran’s nuclear facil-
ities had been subjected to dozens of acts 
of sabotage despite operating under Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency supervision, 
while Tehran had continued to meet its safe-
guards obligations. Against this backdrop, 
he said discussions by Iranian lawmakers 
and other officials about deterrence should 
not be considered unusual.

Baqaei also linked the issue to security in 
the Strait of Hormuz, saying that matters 
concerning Iran and Oman primarily concern 
the two coastal states. He argued that inse-
curity in the strategic waterway is a conse-
quence of US actions in the region.

US must end sanctions and intervention
Addressing Iran-US relations, Baqaei said 

Washington must end ‘illegal and interven-
tionist measures’ against the Islamic Republic.

He said Iran and the United States had reached 
an understanding on June 17 at the highest level 
but Washington violated the agreement 21 days 
later and resumed or intensified ‘unlawful and 
aggressive actions,’ including a naval blockade 
and economic warfare.

According to Baqaei, the steps required 
from Washington are straightforward: halt 
its interventionist measures, compensate 
for ‘crimes committed against Iran,’ and end 
sanctions and economic warfare. He warned 
that if the United States continued its ac-
tions, Iran would maintain the measures it 
considers necessary in response.

Ties with Turkey and China
Baqaei said Iran’s relationship with Turkey 

extends well beyond Ankara’s role in facili-
tating communications between Tehran and 
Washington. He described the two neigh-
boring countries as partners with broad 
common interests and longstanding ties.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Iran rejects foreign interference, and warns against 
US unilateralism

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Ettelaat, in an analytical piece, exam-
ined the recent developments in Yemen. 
It wrote: What has been unfolding in 
Yemen in recent days goes far beyond a 
simple military shift between Ansarullah 
and Saudi‑backed forces. Yemen is no 
longer merely an internal issue or even a 
regional conflict. Ansarullah’s consolida-
tion at the mouth of the Bab al‑Mandeb 
strait — combined with developments 
surrounding the Strait of Hormuz — 
places two of the world’s most sensitive 
communication and energy chokepoints 
into a single strategic equation. Hormuz 
in the east and Bab al‑Mandeb in the 
west are two vital arteries of the global 
economy, and any serious disruption in 
either route could produce consequences 
far beyond the region itself. Therefore, 
what is emerging is a transformation in 
the geometry of regional deterrence. The 
two straits have now become intercon-
nected in such a way that, if US attacks 
continue and the conflict expands, they 
could place the global economy’s life-
lines under severe pressure. This is the 
earthquake that Yemen’s developments 
have triggered in regional calculations.

Hamshahri: Wrong signals are forbidden
Hamshahri, in its commentary, pointed to 

what it described as US desperation in the 
face of Iran. Some reports and rumors — 
claiming that Pakistani officials contacted 
Iran’s foreign minister requesting de‑esca-
lation in Yemen and the Persian Gulf and a 
return to negotiations — caused oil prices 
to fall by four to five dollars. The response 
to hostility and blockade is reciprocal ac-
tion, not negotiation or conciliation. This is 
the major lesson of the past year, especially 
the last few months. Now, the initiative on 
the battlefield lies with the resistance front. 
This leverage and authority must not be 
weakened by hesitation. Trump is desperate. 
Whenever he has imagined that the other 
side is hesitant, he has acted brutally. Now 
is the time for offensive action and sending 
a message of strength. Our political and dip-
lomatic managers must not hesitate even 
for a moment in amplifying the message of 

battlefield deterrence.

Javan: Iran finds its path

Javan evaluated decades of US policy 
and Iran’s response. Washington had long 
hoped that cutting Iran off from Western 
financial networks would paralyze its for-
eign trade. But the reality is more complex. 
Iranian oil still finds its way to global mar-
kets, and foreign trade — though more 
costly and risk‑prone — has not stopped. 
In response to sanctions, Tehran has grad-
ually shifted part of its trade flows away 
from dollar‑based channels toward parallel 
networks: alternative financial messaging 
systems, settlements in local currencies, 
barter arrangements, informal remittance 
systems, shadow fleets, and land‑based 
corridors. This development should be seen 
neither as a cost‑free victory for Iran nor as 
a complete failure of sanctions. What has 
occurred resembles structural adaptation: 
an economy that has lost direct access to 
Western financial infrastructure has built 
alternative systems or connected itself to 
existing networks in Russia, China, Central 
Asia, and the Middle East to sustain trade.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: From the pit of the Strait 
of Hormuz to the abyss of Bab al‑Mandeb 

Vatan-e-Emrooz analyzed the crisis trig-
gered by the halt of Saudi oil flows through the 
East–West pipeline after a drone attack. Sau-
di oil is largely produced and processed in the 
eastern part of the country. Its main export 
markets are in East Asia and other parts of the 
world. Under normal conditions, part of this oil 
travels through the Persian Gulf. If that route is 
disrupted, the East–West pipeline can carry oil 
to the Red Sea coast, from where it can reach 
global markets. But the Red Sea itself ends at 
Bab al‑Mandeb — a chokepoint at its southern 
entrance. Thus, if the Strait of Hormuz faces 
problems and Bab al‑Mandeb also becomes 
unsafe, transporting oil from eastern Saudi 
Arabia to the west does not necessarily mean 
it will reach buyers. Oil may arrive on land in 
Yanbu, but tankers must still traverse the Red 
Sea and reach their final markets. This is the 
missing link that multiplies the significance of 
recent events.

Transformations in Yemen: An earthquake in 
regional calculations

TEHRAN- Iranian Executive Vice President 
Mohammad Jafar Ghaempanah says Iran is 
no longer afraid of confronting a superpower 
such as the United States or a nuclear-armed 
power such as Israel, attributing the country’s 
confidence to the military doctrine of the late 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution and Iran’s 
growing defense capabilities.

Speaking on Monday at a meeting with 
deputy officials of the Secretariat and chief 
executives of Iran’s free trade zones, Ghaem-
panah said Iran’s ability to withstand pressure 
from major military powers was the result of a 
combination of strategic leadership, advances 
in defense technology and the resilience of the 
Iranian people.

“We are no longer afraid of fighting a super-
power like the United States or a nuclear pow-
er like Israel. We owe this to the Leader’s clear 
doctrine,” he said.

Ghaempanah said the enemy had sought to 
undermine Iran’s civilization but had failed to 
achieve that objective.

“No one imagined that Iran could stand 
against two nuclear powers in the world,” he 
said, attributing the Iranian nation’s victory 
primarily to the “clear military doctrine” of the 
late Leader of the Islamic Revolution and the 
scientific capabilities developed by Iran’s de-
fense researchers.

He said Iranian defense scientists had suc-
ceeded in developing some of the world’s 
most advanced weapons, highlighting the role 
of military personnel, engineers and those in-
volved in operating missile and drone systems.

“We should kiss the hands of all the fighters, 
engineers and those who operated the launch-
ers, sent the drones into action and fired mis-
siles at the enemy,” Ghaempanah said.

Strength is rooted in national resilience

Ghaempanah identified the perseverance 
of the Iranian people as the third major factor 
behind ‘the country’s ability to withstand the 
conflict.’ “The Iranian nation stood firm and 
persevered. Iranians stood by their homeland 
and their identity,” he said.

At the same time, the executive vice presi-
dent stressed that Iran does not seek war and 
does not pursue confrontation for its own 
sake. “No war is good, and Iran is not war-
mongering,” he said. “We are in a defensive 
position, and we know very well how to defend 
Iran, our identity, our history and our territori-
al integrity.”

He argued that although war itself was 
undesirable, the determination demonstrat-
ed during wartime could also contribute to a 
country’s development and resilience, citing 
countries that had advanced through perse-
verance in difficult circumstances.

Stronger economic ties with neighbors

Turning to economic challenges, Ghaem-
panah said Iran was operating under severe 
resource constraints and a “full-scale eco-
nomic war,” making it essential to mobilize all 
available national capacities for development.

He called for greater economic cooperation 
between Iran’s border regions and neighbor-
ing countries, emphasizing the role of free 
trade zones in expanding cross-border eco-
nomic relations.

Ghaempanah urged free trade zones to co-
ordinate more closely with local authorities in 
the provincials and institutions in charge to 
strengthen economic ties with neighboring 
states and make more effective use of the op-
portunities available in border regions.

Iran says it is no longer afraid of 
confronting US or Israel

Regional Hormuz talks postponed, 
Iran-Oman understanding finalized



 From Page 1    Rather than con-
demning the catastrophic precedent 
of Washington and Tel Aviv bombing 
sites under full IAEA safeguards, 
Grossi predictably weaponized the 
aftermath of those very airstrikes 
to manufacture an artificial crisis 
and heighten international hysteria 
against Tehran.

Grossi noted, “The Agency’s lack 
of information about this nuclear 
material and access to facilities to 
verify it is a matter of serious prolif-
eration concern and needs to be ad-
dressed with the utmost urgency.”

In an obvious bid to amplify West-
ern talking points and lend unwar-
ranted international legitimacy to 
coercive measures against Iran’s 
peaceful civilian nuclear infrastruc-
ture, the director general went on to 
issue sweeping warnings about the 
erosion of the global non-prolifera-
tion framework.

He said, “I warned last year that 
the global nuclear non-proliferation 
regime was coming under strain 
from more than one angle. Discus-
sions about whether to acquire nu-
clear weapons continue to surface 
even in countries in good standing 
with their obligations under the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons.”

Grossi’s complicity exposed
Grossi’s inflammatory rhetoric in 

Vienna is not an isolated incident, but 
part of a systematic, long-standing 
pattern of subservience to Western 
geopolitical designs.

Crucially, just one day before 
the outbreak of the 12-day war in 
June 2025—in which Israel and 
the US launched aggressive mili-
tary strikes against Iran—the IAEA 
Board of Governors adopted a con-
frontational, anti-Iran resolution. 
Grossi’s politically biased reporting 
and calculated timing served as the 
catalyst, directly laying the political 
and diplomatic groundwork for the 
US-Israeli war of aggression on Iran.

By systematically echoing Wash-
ington’s demands, refusing to con-
demn the bombing of safeguard-
ed nuclear sites, and presenting 
routine technical matters as acute 
international threats, Grossi has ef-
fectively acted as an accomplice to 
US-Israeli crimes against the Iranian 
nation. Analysts widely view Gros-
si’s desperate drive to appease the 
White House and European powers 
as a calculated maneuver to secure 
Western backing for his personal 
political ambitions, specifically his 
campaign to succeed António Gu-
terres as the next United Nations 
Secretary-General.

US dictates visa ban to silence 
Iran 

Grossi’s diatribe coincided with 
an overt, orchestrated Western 

maneuver to silence Iran’s voice at 
the Vienna gathering. Mohammad 
Eslami, the Head of the Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran (AEOI), 
was barred from attending the IAEA 
General Conference after the host 
country, Austria, capitulated to di-
rect pressure from the Trump ad-
ministration.

US officials made no effort to 
conceal their heavy-handed med-
dling in the affairs of an internation-
al body. US Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright told reporters in Vienna that 
Washington had actively opposed 
the participation of the Iranian del-
egation.

“He’s a sanctioned individual and 
we don’t want sanctioned individ-
uals evading their sanctions. He 
asked for a waiver of the sanctions 
and it was denied,” Wright said.

Echoing this obstructionist 
stance, Preston Wells Griffith, the 
US ambassador to the UN in Vienna, 
confirmed that Austria’s exemption 
request was blocked after Wash-
ington lodged an objection with the 
committee.

“While we are focused on a dip-
lomatic solution to the challenges 
posed by Iran’s nuclear program, 
we could not allow a UN-designat-
ed official to travel … without any 
meaningful cooperation on nuclear 
safeguards,” he said.

Eslami had been formally sched-
uled to address the global gathering 
to expose Western double standards 
and clarify Iran’s legal positions be-
fore Austria bowed to Washington’s 
diktat and denied him entry.

Iran condemns host-country  
violation

The brazen violation of diplomatic 
norms sparked immediate outrage 
in Tehran. Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Esmael Baghaei said in 
his weekly press briefing on Monday 
that Austria’s move to deny a visa 
to Eslami for a trip to Vienna was 
“completely unjustified,” stress-
ing that the Austrian government 
should have issued entry visas to the 
Iranian delegation.

He confirmed that Iran’s Foreign 

Ministry had summoned Austria’s 
chargé d’affaires to formally convey 
the Islamic Republic’s strong pro-
test over the decision to the Europe-
an country.

“They are seeking to prevent 
Iran’s voice from reaching the world. 
Austria’s claim that it took this ac-
tion under US pressure does not 
absolve the host government of re-
sponsibility,” the Iranian spokesper-
son emphasized.

In Vienna, Reza Najafi, Iran’s 
ambassador and permanent rep-
resentative to international orga-
nizations, mounted a fierce legal 
defense against the discriminatory 
move.

Najafi said preventing the head of 
the Iranian delegation from attend-
ing the conference violated the prin-
ciple of sovereign equality enshrined 
in Article IV, Paragraph C of the IAEA 
Statute. He said the principle guar-
antees equal rights for all members 
and their enjoyment of the benefits 
of membership.

The envoy said the move also un-
dermined Iran’s right to participate 
in the General Conference through a 
representative of its own choosing 
and weakened the privileges required 
for representatives to perform their 
duties under the IAEA Statute and the 
Agreement on the Privileges and Im-
munities of the IAEA.

Equal representation and partic-
ipation are treaty-based member-
ship rights that “cannot and must 
not be undermined,” he said.

Najafi further described the ac-
tion as a violation of Austria’s obli-
gations as host country under the 
IAEA Headquarters Agreement be-
tween Austria and the Agency.

He said the agreement requires 
Austria to take all necessary mea-
sures to facilitate the entry of rep-
resentatives of member states into 
Austrian territory and issue their vi-
sas as promptly as possible. The ob-
ligation, he stressed, is binding and 
unconditional for representatives 
holding valid credentials.

Najafi warned that preventing the 
head of a delegation from attending 

the agency’s highest policy-making 
body undermined the conference 
itself, stressing that anything short 
of corrective action would set a dan-
gerous precedent for all IAEA mem-
bers.

The unlawful maneuver by Vienna 
and Washington drew sharp con-
demnation from other international 
delegations. The Russian ambassa-
dor to the UN in Vienna, Mikhail Uly-
anov, said Austria had “grossly vio-
lated” its obligations as host nation 
of the IAEA.

Western nations had “unleashed 
a genuine campaign of visa-related 
abuses to settle scores with coun-
tries they deem to be undesirable,” 
he said.

Manufactured crises and failed 
coercion

The theatrical confrontation in 
Vienna unfolds as the Western bloc 
rapidly escalates its campaign of 
maximum pressure. Earlier this 
month, the UN atomic watchdog’s 
board adopted a resolution report-
ing Iran to the UN Security Council 
for the first time in 20 years because 
of its failure to cooperate, citing a 
long-running investigation into ura-
nium traces detected by inspectors 
at undeclared sites. The hostile res-
olution was tabled by the UK, France, 
Germany, and the US.

This dangerous move followed 
the reckless decision last year by 
France, Britain, and Germany (the 
E3) to trigger the so-called snap-
back mechanism, an unlawful push 
designed to automatically reinstate 
expired United Nations sanctions 
against Iran over its peaceful nucle-
ar program.

In response to the criminal ag-
gression of June 2025, when the US 
struck Iran’s nuclear sites during the 
12-day war, Iran hasn’t given IAEA 
inspectors access to the affected 
sites. Tehran maintains that an in-
ternational agency cannot expect 
routine access while turning a blind 
eye to illegal foreign strikes on the 
very infrastructure it is supposed to 
safeguard.

The IAEA has also been unable 
to verify the status of a stockpile 
of highly-enriched uranium since 
the June bombing. According to the 
IAEA, Iran maintains a stockpile of 
440.9 kilograms (972 pounds) of 
uranium enriched up to 60% purity.

Despite relentless Western sanc-
tions, sabotage, and Grossi’s overt 
collusion with imperialist powers, 
Tehran has reaffirmed that it will 
neither surrender its sovereign 
technological achievements nor 
bow to foreign dictates, underscor-
ing that the Agency’s subservience 
to Western capitals has fatally com-
promised its standing as an impar-
tial global watchdog.

 From Page 1    The incident marks the sec-
ond high-profile aerial interception in the wa-
terway in recent days. Last week, the Iranian 
Army’s air defense units similarly targeted and 
eliminated an American MQ-1 drone in south-
eastern airspace after detecting and tracking 
its flight path across the Hormuz corridor.

As the Strait of Hormuz turns into a fo-
cal theater of escalating tensions and hostile 
Washington-led operations targeting Iran, Teh-
ran has steadily reinforced its sovereignty and 
maritime oversight across regional waterways.

Throughout the past decade, Iranian armed 
forces have intercepted, neutralized, or seized 
a series of advanced US aerial and naval plat-
forms, ranging from the radar-evading RQ-170 
Sentinel and MQ-9 Reaper drones to special-
ized unmanned surface vessels and underwa-
ter submersibles deployed in the Persian Gulf.

The successful recovery and reverse-engi-

neering of such seized assets have significant-
ly boosted the Islamic Republic’s self-reliant 
defense industry, accelerating indigenous 
unmanned aviation and robotic naval technol-
ogies.

Independent assessments underscore the 
mounting toll on US unmanned aviation. Ac-
cording to figures reported by Bloomberg, Ira-
nian defenses have downed over two dozen 
MQ-9 Reapers since the outbreak of the US-
backed Israeli military aggression across the 
region, wiping out nearly a fifth of the Penta-
gon’s pre-war fleet. With each unit valued at 
roughly 30 million, total equipment losses have 
approached the one billion threshold.

Citing congressional testimony, Bloomberg 
and defense analysis outlet The War Zone re-
port that the US Air Force’s active Reaper fleet 
has dwindled to approximately 135 airframes—
falling markedly short of its mandatory opera-
tional baseline of 189.

 From Page 1   Pezeshkian said Iran’s ability 
to withstand external pressure ultimately de-
pended on maintaining cohesion at home.

“If we have empathy and synergy in the coun-
try and can preserve unity and cohesion, we will 
never bow to America,” he said.

The president argued that Washington was 
pursuing a strategy aimed not only at exerting 
pressure on Iran but also at creating social divi-
sions and weakening cohesion from inside.

“America has closed the routes and is seek-
ing to create divisions in the country,” he said, 
referring to the restrictions and pressures im-
posed on Iran.

Iran will not yield to US pressure
Pezeshkian said the United States and the 

Israeli regime had made extensive use of mili-
tary tools and technology in the region, accus-
ing them of establishing a “terrorist state” and 
carrying out targeted killings.

He also criticized the treatment of Palestin-
ians in Gaza, questioning the labeling of civilians 
there as terrorists while many lacked access to 
basic necessities such as food and water.

His remarks came as Tehran continues to 
emphasize national resilience and regional 
cooperation in response to mounting exter-
nal pressure. Iranian officials have repeatedly 
argued that economic and military pressure 
has reinforced the need for greater domestic 
cohesion and closer ties with neighboring and 
friendly countries.

Pezeshkian also highlighted Iran’s efforts 
to expand relations with its neighbors, saying 

regional cooperation could help countries ad-
dress their shared challenges and reduce the 
impact of external restrictions.

“If we join hands, we can address the issues 
and concerns,” he said.

Iran expands regional economic links 
through land routes

The president said Iran’s interaction with 
friendly and neighboring countries had in-
creased through land routes despite restric-
tions affecting maritime routes.

Pezeshkian’s remarks underline Tehran’s 
broader emphasis on strengthening econom-
ic and political links with neighboring states 
as part of its strategy for navigating external 
pressure.

Iran has increasingly sought to use its geo-
graphic position, extensive land borders and re-
gional trade links to maintain commercial con-
nectivity and diversify economic partnerships. 
In this context, cooperation with neighboring 
countries remains a central component of Teh-
ran’s economic diplomacy.

Pezeshkian’s call for greater regional cooper-
ation also reflects Iran’s stated preference for 
regional mechanisms to address security and 
economic challenges, rather than relying on ar-
rangements shaped by extra-regional powers.

For Tehran, the message is twofold: main-
taining internal unity is viewed as essential 
to resisting external pressure, while stronger 
ties with neighboring countries are seen as a 
means of preserving economic connectivity and 
strengthening regional resilience.
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Grossi’s toxic legacy:  
Greenlighting aggression, smearing Iran

 IRGC shoots down advanced MQ-1 drone 
over Strait of Hormuz

Pezeshkian warns of US efforts to sow 
division, calls for national unity

POLITICS

 Sunni cleric Yousef Gorgij killed in Za-
hedan attack

Yousof Gorgij, a prominent Sunni cleric known 
for promoting Shia-Sunni unity, was killed by 
unidentified attackers outside his home in Za-
hedan, the capital of Iran’s southeastern Sistan 
and Baluchestan Province, on Monday after-
noon.

The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) 
Ground Forces said terrorist groups had tar-
geted Gorgij after suffering a series of set-
backs and the dismantling of several terrorist 
cells in the province. It said the attack was 
intended to undermine Shia-Sunni unity, de-
scribing Gorgij as a respected and influential 
religious figure in the region.

 Putin: West was wrong to expect Iran to 
fall apart

Russian President Vladimir Putin said the 
West had mistakenly expected Iran to fall apart 
amid internal challenges, particularly following 
the military conflict.

Speaking on a television program, Putin 
said Iran was seeking to preserve domestic 
stability and that Iranian society was be-
coming increasingly cohesive. He cited the 
“Jaanam Fadaye Iran” (“I Sacrifice My Life for 
Iran”) campaign, saying five million people 

had registered within its first week and more 
than 10 million had since signed up, declaring 
their readiness to sacrifice their lives for Iran. 
Putin said the development was indicative of 
the country’s growing social cohesion.

 PGSA warns against serving violating 
vessels

Iran’s Persian Gulf Strait Affairs Authority 
(PGSA) warned insurers, protection and indem-
nity insurance clubs, and classification societ-
ies against providing services to vessels listed 
as violating its regulations governing maritime 
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.

The PGSA said the list of violating vessels has 
been updated and urged relevant entities to re-
frain from providing services to the listed vessels.

“The list of violating vessels at pgsa.ir/
non-compliance-list/ has been updated,” the 
authority said in a message on Monday.

“Insurance companies, P&I clubs and clas-
sification societies are warned to refrain from 
providing services to these vessels in order to 
avoid the consequences arising from relations 
with them,” it added.

 Iran sanctions 77 vessels over violations 
in Strait of Hormuz

Iran has placed 77 vessels on its blacklist or 

sanctions list over violations in the Strait of 
Hormuz, according to a report by the Persian 
Gulf Waterway Institute. Under the reported 
measure, any vessel or entity cooperating with 
ships on the blacklist would also be subject to 
sanctions.

 Iranian envoy: US, Israeli military actions 
behind region’s economic tensions

Ali Bahraini, Iran’s ambassador and perma-
nent representative to the UN and other inter-
national organizations in Geneva, said the roots 
of the region’s economic tensions lay in US and 
Israeli military aggression.

He said the economic consequences of re-
gional tensions in trade, energy and food mar-
kets were a direct result of aggressive actions 
against Iran.

Bahraini also warned that unilateral coercive 
measures, including sanctions and related re-
strictions, undermine development prospects 
and make targeted economies more vulnerable 
to external shocks.

He called on the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to give 
due consideration to the cumulative impact of 
such measures on the development and eco-
nomic resilience of developing countries.

LATEST NEWS

In a brazen violation of diplomatic norms, Austria barred Iran’s nuclear  
chief from IAEA summit due to US pressure



TEHRAN- The Governor of the 
Central Bank of Iran met and held 
talks with the Governors of the 
Central Banks of Turkey and Tunisia 
on the sidelines of the summit of 
Central Bank Governors of Islamic 
countries.

According to IRNA, citing the 
Central Bank, Abdolnaser Hem-
mati, the Governor of the Central 
Bank, who has traveled to Turkey 
to participate in the summit of 
Central Bank Governors of Islamic 
countries, held meetings with his 
counterparts on the sidelines of 
the summit.

In these meetings, emphasis 
was placed on expanding bilat-
eral and multilateral cooperation 
among Islamic countries.

Also, strengthening monetary 
and banking interactions among 

these countries was another topic 
raised in the meeting of the Gover-
nor of the Central Bank.

Hemmati left Tehran for Is-
tanbul, on Sunday, to attend the 
meeting of central bank governors 

of Islamic countries.
The CBI governor departed Teh-

ran for Istanbul, at the head of a 
high-ranking delegation to partici-
pate in the meeting of central bank 
governors of Islamic countries.

During this trip, in addition to at-
tending and actively participating 
in the official meeting of central 
bank governors of Islamic coun-
tries, the governor of the central 
bank has intensive plans on his 
agenda for bilateral meetings with 
officials of the member countries 
of the meeting.

The main focus of these con-
sultations has been announced as 
deepening and developing bilateral 
banking and trade cooperation, as 
well as creating and defining new 
mechanisms to facilitate trade ex-
changes between the parties.

The trip is expected to be an ef-
fective step toward reducing fi-
nancial restrictions and strength-
ening Iran’s economic relations 
with Islamic countries.

TEHRAN- The project to maintain oil produc-
tion, collect associated gases, and develop gas 
transmission infrastructure at the shared Sal-
man Field is underway.

According to Mehr News Agency, citing the 
National Iranian Oil Company, the shared Salman 
Field is located in the Lavan area. Due to its ad-
vanced age, it is in the second half of its reservoir 
life, and for years oil production from this field 
has not occurred naturally. To maintain and con-
tinue production, gas lift to the wells is essential.

According to the design, the high-pressure gas 
needed for injection was supposed to be supplied 
by turbo-compressors installed on the platform 
(Solar Mars 90). However, due to the foreign type 
and model and the old age of this equipment, as 
well as problems caused by sanctions, the sup-
ply of parts and their repair, gas lift has faced 
serious limitations. Therefore, inevitably, and in 
order to prevent a decline in oil production from 
the shared Salman oil field, high-pressure gas 
from the Salman gas field has been used in re-
cent years for gas lift and to enable oil production 
from this shared field.

On this basis, from Iranian year 1385 (began on 
March 21, 2016) to the end of Mordad 1405 (Oc-
tober 20, 2026) by injecting gas from the Salman 
gas field into its oil field, more than $21.5 billion 
has been earned by the country from oil produc-
tion at this field, which has a much higher added 
value compared with the gas of this field. Also, in 
the two years since the 14th administration be-
gan, revenue equivalent to $1.2 billion has been 
obtained for the country from this field.

On the other hand, given the importance of 
maintaining oil production from a shared field, 
using the available high-pressure gas for in-
jection into the wells of this field has been a 
rational, economic, and conservation-oriented 
solution for continued production. In the Salman 
Field, water injection into the reservoir is also 
very important in addition to gas lift. Fortunately, 
with the installation and commissioning of a tur-
bo-generator, after a long time, water injection 
by the main injection pumps, in addition to the 
current booster pumps, will become possible.

However, with the efforts of headquarters 
units and the support of the National Iranian Oil 
Company, important measures for collecting Sal-
man’s associated gases have begun, and a draft 
contract with one of the domestic petrochemical 
companies has been prepared and will be signed 
soon. Under this contract, while modernizing the 
equipment needed for the gas lift process of the 
Salman oil platform, the field’s associated gases 
will gradually be collected. In addition, with the 
credit adjustment, the supply and purchase of 
the needed turbines is currently being pursued 
simultaneously and is in its final stages.

Completion of drilling 55 oil and gas wells in 

first half of year
Also, the 30-inch Salman gas pipeline to Siri 

Island, about 150 kilometers long, is ready for op-
eration and there is no problem along this route. 
In addition, a plan to construct a new pipeline has 
been defined. Due to the special specifications 
and characteristics of the pipes required for this 
project and the impossibility of producing these 
pipes domestically, the entire requirement of 
52,000 tons has been ordered from China. So far, 
about 20,000 tons, equivalent to 30 percent of 
the project’s needs, has been produced. The first 
cargo weighing 3,800 tons and the second cargo 
weighing 4,239 tons, totaling 8,039 tons, have 
entered the country and are with the contractor 
at the Mahshahr yard. Also, 10,655 tons of pipe 
is being cleared from Imam Khomeini Port cus-
toms, and 1,525 tons is ready for loading from a 
Chinese port to Iran.

The 32-inch gas transmission pipeline from 
Siri Island to Assaluyeh, approximately 315 kilo-
meters long, was also built with the aim of trans-
ferring 500 million cubic feet per day of sour gas 
from the Salman Field to the Fourth Refinery of 
Assaluyeh. After numerous problems in dewa-
tering, cleaning, and drying the line, pre-com-
missioning and commissioning operations were 
successfully carried out in 1395, and operation of 
the line began. However, this pipeline suffered a 
complete rupture near Siri Island on 26 Mordad 
1402. After the stages of preparing the scope 
of work, securing funding, and tendering, repair 
and recommissioning operations were assigned 
to the contractor from 10 Shahrivar 1403.

During project execution, the contractor pre-
pared from Esfand 1404 to conduct ROV Survey 
operations and identify the condition of the pigs 
at the damage site. However, with the start of 
the imposed Ramadan war on 9 Esfand 1404, the 
offshore and onshore activities of this project 
were halted. In Ordibehesht of the current year, 
the diving vessel “Diana” was dispatched, and the 
pigs and temporary spools were recovered from 
the seabed. But given the great depth and com-
plexity of the damage site, installing the repair 
spool requires saturation diving and a foreign 
team. Due to risks arising from security condi-
tions, the possibility of emergency situations, 
and disruptions of communications and GPS, it 
has not yet been possible to deploy this team.

According to the current plan, if there is no re-
newed leakage and conditions are provided for 
saturation diving operations, it is expected that 
this pipeline will be ready for commissioning and 
gas injection within about the next 6 months.

Therefore, activities in the Salman Field have 
not only not stopped, but the Iranian Offshore 
Oil Company is simultaneously pursuing the 
maintenance of oil production, the collection of 
associated gases, and the completion of the gas 
transmission infrastructure of this field.

TEHRAN - The 7th Tehran International 
Auto Show is running at Shahr-e Aftab exhi-
bition center during September 14-17.

According to IRNA, the CEO of Shahr-e Af-
tab Exhibition Company said on Sunday: This 
exhibition is one of the most visited exhibi-
tions in the country and has opened in this 
exhibition complex.

Mohammad Mehdi Salari added: If this ex-
hibition were held at the Tehran Permanent 
International Fairground, Tehran would face 
heavy traffic, and Shahr-e Aftab, with all its 
capacity and facilities, will be a good host for 
organizers of various exhibitions.

Also, the CEO of Ideh Tejarat Hermes Com-
pany, as the organizer of this exhibition, said: 
At this exhibition, we will host 35 automotive 
groups, and alongside introducing compa-

nies’ products and achievements, we seek 
to increase consumers’ awareness and de-
mands.

Mehdi Asadi added: This exhibition has 
been planned for the first time with an area 
of more than 22,000 square meters and four 
test-drive spaces in the southern part of the 
exhibition, and visitors can test some of the 
cars present up close.

He stated: The presence of international 
car companies, especially from China, is im-
pressive at this exhibition, and we predict 
that it will be well received.

According to Asadi, the social campaign 
“No to Accidents” will also continue this year 
in the form of a series of specialized pod-
casts.

TEHRAN- The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone 
Organization announced that negotiations for 
forming a joint free zone between Mehran and 
Iraq’s Zurbatiyah have accelerated, and given 
the Iraqi side’s welcome, the plan could lead 
to the formation of a joint economic hub on 
both sides of the border and a leap in trade in 
western Iran. At the same time, the process of 
importing and registering free-zone vehicles is 
on the verge of being finalized.

Mehdi Ra’yati said on Sunday in a video in-
terview with IRNA’s news studio: After its ap-
proval in 1400 (2021), the Mehran Free Zone 
Organization faced delays in starting opera-
tions due to changes in governments and the 
failure to provide the necessary conditions for 
forming a board of directors and organization-
al structure; however, its official activity began 
last Bahman (February).

He added: After the start of activities, the 
organization’s structure took shape, deputies 
and directorates were established, and a set 
of legal and executive measures was placed on 
the agenda to activate the free zone’s capac-
ities.

He continued: Today, the Mehran Free Zone 
has passed the stage of organizational estab-
lishment and has entered the stage of imple-
menting economic, infrastructure, production, 
and commercial programs.

He stated: One of the first tasks after the or-
ganization’s establishment was activating the 
process of company registration and issuing 
economic activity permits, and this process is 
now underway in the Mehran Free Zone.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion added: The registration process for 470 
production, service, and mostly commercial 
companies in the Mehran Free Zone is under-
way, and this welcome reflects economic ac-
tors’ hope in the legal capacities and border 
location of this zone.

Ra’yati said that the process of issuing per-
mits for economic activities has also been 
defined and activated in the organization, and 
economic actors can pursue their activities 
through the legal path of the free zone.

He continued: The transfer of official deeds 
for the free zone area to the organization’s 
name has also been carried out with the co-
operation of the National Organization for 
Registration of Deeds and Properties, and this 
measure is an important infrastructure for 
stabilizing economic activities and investment 
in the zone.

Mehran customs entered operational 
phase

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion announced that the establishment of the 
free zone’s customs has been completed and 
the customs code for this zone has been issued 
by the Customs Administration of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

He added: In the field of foreign trade, ne-
gotiations with Iraq’s customs have also been 
pursued, and recently, in a meeting with the Di-
rector-General of that country’s customs, the 
issues and problems raised by Iranian traders 
were examined.

Ra’yati continued: The Iraqi side has intro-
duced a representative to follow up on issues 
and resolve customs and trade problems, and 
this matter will be seriously pursued in the 
coming days.

He emphasized: Organizing the border and 
creating the infrastructure needed for eco-
nomic activity are among the organization’s 
priorities, and we are trying to make the trade 
process in the region easier and faster.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion added: Activation of the free zone’s cus-
toms, issuance of permits, and stabilization of 
deeds have provided the necessary ground for 

a more serious entry of investors and economic 
actors.

He stated: The Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion is trying to turn the zone’s legal capacity 
from the stage of regulations and administra-
tive establishment into real economic activity.

He explained: The main goal is for produc-
tion, trade, services, and investment in the 
free zone to be activated simultaneously, and 
for the people of the region to see its effects in 
Mehran’s economy.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official said: 
Creating a joint free zone with Iraq is one of the 
important programs of the Mehran Free Zone 
Organization, and negotiations in this regard 
with Iraqi free zone officials are being pursued 
seriously.

He added that in two meetings held with 
Iraqi free zone officials, the issue of creating 
a commercial free zone opposite Mehran was 
raised and met with a welcome from the Iraqi 
side.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion added: The Iraqi side is examining and de-
termining its desired area in Zurbatiyah, and in 
the meetings held, the cooperation process in 
this field has accelerated.

He recalled that recently, in a meeting with 
Iraqi officials and with the presence of the Am-
bassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Iraq, 
the issue of the joint free zone was examined, 
and the two sides emphasized following up and 
implementing the plan.

He said: Creating a joint free zone between 
the two countries requires careful examination 
due to its legal, political, and security dimen-
sions, and an appropriate response and a clear 
framework must be defined for each of these 
issues.

He added that if legal and executive ground-
work is provided, the joint free zone can create 
new capacity for developing trade, industry, 
services, and investment on both sides of the 
Iran-Iraq border.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion explained: Creating a free zone in Zurbati-
yah opposite Mehran can become a successful 
model for economic cooperation between Iran 
and Iraq and provide the ground for an eco-
nomic leap for Mehran, Ilam, and western Iran.

Infrastructure and production projects en-
ter implementation phase

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion said: Studies for a number of infrastruc-
ture, production, commercial, and service 
projects have been completed, and during the 
visit next week by the Secretary of the Supreme 
Council of Free Zones, executive operations for 
part of these plans will begin.

He announced that during this visit, a pro-
duction factory with direct employment capac-
ity for nearly 300 people will be groundbreak-
ing, and several commercial and administrative 
complexes are also included in the program.

Ra’yati continued: The fencing operation for 
the first phase of the Mehran Free Zone will 
also enter the executive phase after studies 
are completed.

He stated: The service, welfare, accommo-
dation, and cultural complex of Arg-e Javad al-
A’emeh has also completed its design stages 
and is ready to begin executive operations.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Orga-
nization said that projects related to water, 
electricity, and access roads are also in the 
program, and the private sector’s investment 
capacity will be used to implement them.

He explained that in the infrastructure sec-
tor, we are seeking participatory methods, 
and public-private partnership can meet an 
important part of the region’s infrastructure 
needs.

Ra’yati said: Attracting investors for infra-
structure projects is among the organization’s 
serious programs, and we are trying to pur-
sue the implementation of plans with greater 
speed.

He also announced that nearly 17 percent 
of the Mehran Free Zone area has agricultural 
use, and this capacity, along with processing 
industries, can become one of the axes of eco-
nomic activity in the zone.

He added: The program to promote modern 
cultivation patterns in the region has begun, 
and we are trying, given Mehran’s access to 
domestic and foreign markets, to develop the 
production of agricultural products and pro-
cessing industries.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organi-
zation emphasized that in this field, the agri-
cultural capacities of Mehran and Ilam must 
be used, and the ground must be provided for 
producers to supply their products to the mar-
ket with greater added value.

He continued: Developing ecotourism and 
agritourism is also among the organization’s 
other programs, and to implement this pro-
gram, we are cooperating with the province’s 
Directorate-General of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts.

Ra’yati said: A memorandum of understand-
ing has been signed with the province’s Direc-
torate-General of Cultural Heritage to facilitate 
and develop tourism services, and introducing 
Ilam’s attractions to pilgrims and travelers is 
included in this program.

He added: Ilam has valuable natural and 
tourism capacities, and the heavy traffic 
through the Mehran border is an opportunity 
to introduce these capacities to Iraqi travelers 
and tourists.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion added: The goal is for part of the border 
traffic to turn into longer stays by travelers 
and a boost to tourism services in the province.

Referring to the newly established nature of 
the Mehran Free Zone Organization, Ra’eiti said 
that one cannot expect an organization that 
has passed about six months since the start 
of its establishment and operational activity 
to solve all the accumulated problems of past 
years in this short period.

He continued: Despite financial resource 
constraints and the short time of activity, the 
measures taken in the fields of company reg-
istration, customs, deeds, permit issuance, ve-
hicles, infrastructure, production, agriculture, 
tourism, and border diplomacy show that the 
organization has entered a new stage of activ-
ity and leap.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organi-
zation continued: The organization’s man-
agement team and board of directors have 
experience working in free zones and, with a 
forward-looking approach, are trying to pur-
sue Mehran’s development path with greater 
speed.

He emphasized that the support of the peo-
ple, economic actors, traders, producers, and 
entrepreneurs is essential for realizing the free 
zone’s programs.

Ra’yati said: The Mehran Free Zone is still at 
the beginning of the road, but legal capacities, 
its border location, the welcome of economic 
actors, and cooperation among different bod-
ies can pave the way for transformation in this 
region.

The CEO of the Mehran Free Zone Organiza-
tion stated that Mehran’s outlook is bright, and 
we hope that with the set of works underway, 
in the near future we will witness the forma-
tion of a sustainable economic flow on both 
sides of the border and Mehran’s transforma-
tion into one of the important axes of trade and 
an economic hub of Iran and Iraq.
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From page 1    He rejected the 
assumption that Western mil-
itary force can dictate regional 
outcomes. Reaffirming Beijing’s 
four-point proposal for peace in 
West Asia, Xi called for an imme-
diate, comprehensive ceasefire 
and an end to all hostilities.

Lasting stability, he empha-
sized, requires dismantling ex-
ternal security dominance and 
constructing a new regional 
security architecture based on 
sovereign equality, non-interfer-
ence, and mutual trust.

Xi stressed that resolving the 
Palestinian question through 
an independent state remains 
the non-negotiable core of West 
Asian tranquility.

II. Dismantling economic 
sanctions and tech isolation

Turning to international eco-
nomic relations, Xi took direct 
aim at Washington’s reliance on 
tech blockades and trade pres-
sure.

He explicitly denounced strat-

egies like “small yard, high fenc-
es” and illegal unilateral sanc-
tions unauthorized by the UN 
Security Council, warning that 
such measures only divide the 
international community.

Xi argued that Western con-
tainment strategies will fail to 
slow the industrial expansion of 
developing states.

He urged BRICS members to 
build technological sovereignty 
through open-source artificial 

intelligence systems, joint indus-
trial platforms, and secure sup-
ply chains designed to bypass 
Western leverage.

III. Overhauling global gover-
nance and international law

Xi repudiated the doctrine that 
“might makes right,” demand-
ing a return to international law 
anchored in the United Nations 
Charter.

He urged BRICS members to 

reject Western double standards 
and defend the multilateral trad-
ing system against tariff abuse 
and protectionist bullying.

Xi asserted that global rules 
must be collectively established 
by all nations rather than dictat-
ed by imperial powers.

IV. Strategic realignment un-
der China’s chairship

Looking ahead, China will as-
sume the BRICS chairship next 
year to host the nineteenth sum-
mit, ushering in what Xi char-
acterized as a third decade of 
high-quality cooperation.

Beijing plans to expand Global 
South representation in frontier 
domains, including cyberspace, 
outer space, and deep-sea ex-
ploration.

Xi’s address reflects a grow-
ing strategic alignment between 
China and regional forces resist-
ing Western domination, offering 
a concrete model for sovereign 
development and collective se-
curity.

From page 1   “For 25 years, administration 
after administration, including leaders in front 
of us here today, chose to protect the Saudis in-
stead of standing with the 9/11 families,” Strada 
said.

She said that successive White Houses have 
withheld evidence, vetoed legislation, and bro-
ken promises to survivors.

Turning toward Vance, she demanded action: 
“Stand with the families. Stand with the survi-
vors. Stand with Americans.”

Strada also called on Trump to “tell the Saudis 
to stop lying” and to acknowledge their role in 
funding and assisting the hijackers.

The timing gives her words legal teeth. In Au-
gust 2025, U.S. District Judge George B. Daniels 
rejected Saudi Arabia’s attempt to throw out a 
massive civil lawsuit brought by victims’ fami-
lies.

Daniels ruled that plaintiffs presented cred-
ible evidence showing Saudi government offi-
cials provided material support to al-Qaeda op-
eratives in California prior to the attack.

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers were Saudi nation-
als. Zero were Iranian.

Yet across the Potomac, the administration 
presented a rewritten history. At the Pentagon, 
where 184 people died in 2001, Hegseth falsely 
claimed Iran “cheered on 9/11” and argued that 

six months of U.S. air strikes against Tehran 
were a direct continuation of post-9/11 coun-
terterrorism.

Trump echoed the posture, declaring that U.S. 
forces were fighting in West Asia to ensure Iran 
never acquires nuclear weapons under the ban-
ner of “never forget.”

The factual gap is glaring. Al-Qaeda, a Sunni 
extremist organization, viewed Shia Iran as a 
mortal enemy.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baqaei addressed Hegseth’s claims di-
rectly on X, noting that not a single Iranian par-
ticipated in the 2001 attacks.

Baqaei pointed out that the actual perpetra-
tors were armed, organized, or cultivated by 
past American policy choices.

He called the administration’s attempt to 
drape a six-month-old offensive in 9/11 symbol-
ism “utterly absurd,” attaching a meme to mock 
what Tehran views as an incoherent strategy.

Returning from Ireland over the weekend, 
Trump offered only a vague promise when 
pressed by reporters on whether he would de-
classify remaining files on Saudi Arabia, saying 
he would “look at it.”

For families who have fought through two de-
cades of federal court battles, vague promises 
carry no weight.

From page 1   

 ‘Gilded prison’

The nightmare began in November 2017. 
Naimi, the son of former Saudi oil minister Ali 
al-Naimi, was intercepted at Dubai airport.

Emirati security forces transferred him to Abu 
Dhabi police headquarters. He was then ren-
dered to Riyadh aboard a private jet.

Authorities locked him inside the Ritz-Carl-
ton hotel, converting the world-famous luxury 
venue into what the FT describes as a “gilded 
prison.”

Naimi told his wife, Mira Lozi, that captors 
removed the doors from guest rooms. Guards 
moved blindfolded prisoners to a “dedicated 
torture area” inside the hotel gym. He was wa-
terboarded, electrocuted, and beaten.

Interrogators targeted him to access his fa-
ther’s immense fortune. They falsely claimed 
the older man was suffering torture in an adja-
cent room. They offered Naimi a “5 per cent” cut 
if he surrendered the family funds.

After 85 days of abuse, Naimi broke. He was 
forced to place his fingerprints on a document 
pledging to pay the kingdom’s rulers roughly 
$1.3 billion, a sum later reduced to $266 million, 
the report says.

 The illusion of release and secret captivity

Authorities “freed” him in January 2018. This 
supposed freedom was entirely illusory.

Officials fitted him with an ankle tag, restrict-
ed his movements to his father’s house in Dhah-
ran, and banned him from leaving the country. 
State handlers called constantly to demand 
money he did not possess, according to the re-
port.

In September 2022, the state seized him 
again. For 18 months, Naimi vanished into a se-
cret facility run by the “anti-corruption agency” 
Nazaha.

Guards subjected him to constant artificial 
light and the deliberate banging of metal pipes. 
He spoke to no one but his captors. Naimi lat-

er described the terrifying isolation to his wife, 
stating he was treated “like a caged animal”.

 ‘They’ve stripped us of everything’
By July 2024, authorities relocated him to 

the maximum-security al-Ha’ir prison. He was 
briefly released in March 2025, returning home 
severely underweight, hypervigilant, and de-
pendent on high doses of antidepressants, his 
family says.

The kingdom then initiated closed criminal pro-
ceedings. Prosecutors cited a 2010 contract in-
volving Saudi Aramco to levy conflict-of-interest 
charges, while also prosecuting him for failing to 
pay the coerced Ritz-Carlton settlement.

A judge convicted Naimi in November 2025, 
handing down a six-year prison sentence. The 
Saudi Supreme Court rejected his final appeal in 
May 2026, according to the investigation.

According to his family, the extortion never 
stopped. In early July 2026, Nazaha officials re-
portedly demanded a fresh $26 million payment 
to keep him out of prison.

The psychological toll on his family remains 
devastating.

“They took 10 years of his life, they took 
10 years of my kids’ lives,” Lozi said. “They’ve 
stripped us of everything, money and life and 
years that are irreplaceable.”

Naimi now awaits another hearing regarding 
allegations of “following hostile social media 
accounts.”

By Ali Minabi 
TEHRAN – It is difficult to treat 

British Foreign Secretary Ed Mili-
band’s remarks about “ethnic 
cleansing” in parts of the occupied 
West Bank as simply another diplo-
matic position toward Israel.

Miliband tried to draw a clear 
line when announcing sanctions 
on the regime’s settlements: Isra-
el is not Netanyahu’s government; 
settlements in the West Bank are 
not Israeli; and punishing settle-
ments does not mean punishing 
the regime. At the same time, he 
reaffirmed Britain’s continued com-
mitment to the regime’s security 
and prosperity. 

But this seemingly clear dis-
tinction in British discourse simply 
doesn’t align with reality.

Netanyahu’s government came 
to power through elections, and the 
settler terrorist movements that 
participate in it are not alien to Is-
raeli society.

The fact, which cannot be ignored, 
is that the right wing pushing for 
permanent control over Palestinian 
territories has become a central pil-
lar of the regime’s government and 
politics. 

And this is where Britain faces a 
problem it cannot easily overcome:

If the regime’s government is 
elected, and its policies have a social 
and electoral base, to what extent 
can the government be separated 
from the regime? The question is 
not about Netanyahu alone.

Netanyahu may leave, but what if 
the direction he brought remains? 
What if the prime minister changes 
while the political and social forces 
that view settlements and annex-
ation as part of their identity remain 
in place? This is highly likely.

Then the problem will no longer 
be about one person. It will be about 
a policy.

This leads to the deeper question: 
Are settlements and settler terror-
ism a policy adopted by a govern-
ment, or has it become one of the 
paths through which the regime it-
self struggles to define itself to the 
international community?

Illegal settlements have been ex-
panding on Palestinian land before 
Netanyahu took office. The sharp 
rise in acts of settler terrorism 
under a terrorist government has 
grabbed Western media attention.

Within the regime, everyone who 
arrived after the Nakba is a settler. 
Nevertheless, within the regime 
now, there is a camp that wants a 
Jewish land within borders that can 
be defined and secured, and sees 
continued control over Palestinians 
as a threat to its political and inter-
national future. 

On the other side, there is a 
camp that sees the West Bank not 
as occupied territory that can be 
negotiated over, but part of Zionist 

land that must remain under the re-
gime’s control, no matter what the 
consequences. 

This is not a dispute over one ille-
gal settlement here or one outpost 
there. It is a dispute over the future 
protection of the Zionist regime. 

The problem is not that the Is-
raeli government is doing some-
thing that Israel does not want. The 
problem is that a part of Israel itself 
wants something increasingly dif-
ficult for Western voters to accept 
following the Gaza genocide. 

Breaking international law on a 
daily basis with impunity appears 
to have its limits with the regime’s 
European allies, whose voter base is 
demanding action. 

This is why the attempt to sep-
arate the regime from illegal set-
tlements becomes more difficult 
as the settlement project becomes 
more deeply embedded in Zionist 
ideology. 

The settler is Israeli. The occu-
pying forces protecting the set-
tlements are Israeli. The parties 
calling for their expansion enter the 
Knesset with Israeli votes. And the 
government providing them with 
political support and protection is 
the Israeli government.

Legally, the West can say that the 
regime is one thing and the settle-
ments are another.

Politically, however, the dividing 
line becomes increasingly blurred 
as the settlement project becomes 
part of the regime’s politics.

The issue is not the number of 
settler homes that will be built, but 
the number of Western journalists 
filming terrorism in the West Bank 
and sending these reports back 
home. 

Britain considers this a direct 
threat to this so-called democra-
cy, which is closely allied with, and 
a threat to, its two-state solution 
dream. 

In other words, the West has be-
gun to view settlements not as a 
consequence of the conflict, but as 
a tool for reshaping its outcome.

Settlements have become more 
than a policy on the ground; they 
have turned into a policy for shap-
ing the future.

And so the conflict moves from 
the question: Where are the illegal 
settlers building? To a larger ques-
tion: Where does the regime end?

This is where British policy begins 
to collide with a deeper transforma-
tion within Israel.

Britain does not want to sever 
its relationship, nor does it want to 
withdraw its recognition of it, nor is 
it saying that it is targeting Israeli 
society.

It wants something more com-
plicated: to preserve the regime it 
recognizes without accepting the 
trajectory that could redefine its 

future. Essentially, Britain is not 
trying to separate Israel from the 
settlement project; it is trying to 
preserve the possibility of keeping 
the two separate to protect its ally. 

And this is not a moral shift. It is a 
shift in the very concept of security. 
For decades, the West asked: How 
do we protect Israel? The question 
now beginning to assert itself is dif-
ferent: How does the West protect 
Israel’s future from the isolationist 
path it is taking?

Occupation and settlements are 
no longer two issues within the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict; they have 
become part of the equation of re-
gional stability, as well as part of 
the costs the West bears in manag-
ing West Asia.

This is why the Palestinian is-
sue has begun to move beyond the 
framework of the “Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict” in Western calculations 
and into considerations of regional 
stability and European security and 
political interests.

This is what makes the British 
position more than simply a dis-
agreement with the Netanyahu 
government.

If the West believes that Net-
anyahu is the problem, then Israeli 
elections will test that assumption. 
Because Israelis will not be voting 
only on the name of their next prime 
minister.

They will be voting, directly or 
indirectly, on the direction of the 
regime.

Do they want to rebuild the re-
gime’s security based on a settle-
ment that can bring the conflict to 
an end? Or do they want to continue 
along a path that sees control over 
Palestinian land as part of an iden-
tity project?

This makes the next election im-
portant to the West as much as it 
is to the Israelis. If the government 
changes and the direction changes 
with it, the West can say that the 
problem was the leadership.

But if the election reproduces the 
same forces and the same path, it 
will become increasingly difficult 
for the West to continue reducing 
the problem to Netanyahu.

At that point, the election will 
shift from being a test of the gov-

ernment to a test of the direction of 
the regime itself.

And here Britain returns to Bal-
four.

In 1917, Britain illegally support-
ed the establishment of a “home 
for the Jewish people” in Palestine, 
while stipulating that the civil and 
religious rights of the non-Jewish 
population should not be harmed.

More than three decades later, it 
recognized the Zionist regime. To-
day, it finds itself facing a histori-
cal paradox: the state that helped 
open the way for the Zionist project 
now finds itself compelled to draw 
boundaries around one of the tra-
jectories that developed within it.

But the issue is not that Britain 
regrets the creation of a Zionist re-
gime. That would be an oversimpli-
fication of history.

More accurately, the West may be 
beginning to reconsider the trajec-
tory that has allowed it to redefine 
the Zionist project. 

The regime whose security the 
West has supported, and whose 
survival it has long regarded as part 
of its strategic interests, is not nec-
essarily the same regime that set-
tlements and annexation policies 
pursued indefinitely may produce.

The regime the West wants to 
protect is, in its public rhetoric, to 
live alongside a Palestinian state.

But the Israel taking shape on the 
ground may be moving toward a dif-
ferent definition: a regime expand-
ing the territory under its control 
without expanding the boundaries 
of its international recognition.

If settlements remain a policy, 
it can be changed by changing the 
government.

But if it becomes part of the defi-
nition of the regime, changing it 
means redefining the regime itself.

And this is the paradox confront-
ing Britain and the West today: the 
question is no longer simply how 
to protect this regime from its en-
emies, but how to protect its future 
from a path that could leave it with 
greater isolation, and farther from 
the settlement the West says it 
wants for it.

From Balfour to Miliband, Britain 
now finds itself asking: Which Israel 
does the West want to protect? 
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Iran learn volleyball 
fixtures for 2026 
Asian Games
TEHRAN - The schedule for Iran’s men’s na-

tional volleyball team at the 2026 Asian Games in 
Nagoya, Japan, has been announced, with Roberto 
Piazza’s side set to open their campaign against 
Kyrgyzstan.

The men’s volleyball tournament at the 2026 
Asian Games will be held from Sept. 26 to October 
2, with 16 teams competing for the gold medal.

Iran have been drawn in Group B alongside In-
donesia, Thailand and Kyrgyzstan and will begin 
their campaign against Kyrgyzstan on Sept. 27.

Piazza’s squad will then face Thailand before 
completing the preliminary round against Indone-
sia in the following days.

Group Stage Draw
Group A: Japan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-

stan
Group B: Iran, Indonesia, Thailand, Kyrgyzstan
Group C: Qatar, India, Vietnam, Hong Kong
Group D: South Korea, China, Chinese Taipei, 

Philippines
The top two teams from each group will ad-

vance to the knockout stage and compete for 
places from first to eighth. The remaining eight 
teams will enter the classification phase, where 
they will battle for positions ninth through 16th.

Iran to face 
Kyrgyzstan at 2026 
CAFA U17 Women’s 
C’ship opener
TEHRAN – Iran will start the 2026 CAFA U17 

Women’s Championship with a match against Kyr-
gyzstan on Tuesday.

The Persian girls will also meet Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan on Thursday and Saturday, respective-
ly. 

The competition will be held in Tashkent, Uz-
bekistan from Sept. 15 to 19.

The championship will serve to develop young 
football players, prepare them for regional and 
global competitions, as well as showcase the best 
young talents in Central Asia.

Central Asia has talented clubs and passionate 
football fans, but when it comes to regional club 
competitions, CAFA remains one of the least active 
confederations in Asia.

Piazza praises Iran 
volleyball spirit
TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s national volleyball team 

finished runners-up at the 23rd AVC Men’s Volley-
ball Championship but Italian head coach Roberto 
Piazza praised his players for continuing to fight 
until the final point. 

Iran lost to hosts Japan 3-0 (25–21, 26–24, 25–
23) in the final match on Sunday and failed to book 
their place at the 2028 Olympic Games.

“I think the most important thing is that we 
never gave up,” Piazza said. “From the beginning, 
we were in the game. We lost the first set because 
of our own mistakes, not because Japan played 
an incredible volleyball. We also had an important 
role in the first set and contributed to the result 
ourselves.”

Piazza stressed that the defeat should be 
viewed as a team result rather than the responsi-
bility of individual players.

“It doesn’t matter who made the mistake. I don’t 
want to blame anyone because we play as a team,” 
he added. “In the end, we were able to fight until 
the finish.”

“We were ahead in the second set, and in the 
third set we were leading 6-2,” Piazza explained. 
“But once again, at the crucial moment, when you 
need to find a special ball, Japan found it and we 
couldn’t.”

The Italian coach highlighted Japan’s ability to 
deliver in decisive moments, particularly when 
star player Yuki Ishikawa was serving.

“For me, this is the important conclusion,” Pi-
azza said. “In the second set, when Yuki Ishikawa 
was in the service zone, they found a special ball. 
But the real question is whether only Ishikawa was 

special, or whether we could have done something 
better.”

The silver medal nevertheless marked a strong 
campaign for Iran, and Piazza said he was proud of 
the squad’s overall performance throughout the 
tournament.

“I am proud of my boys. I am really proud of all 
of them,” he said.

“In volleyball, you have to show your ability ev-
ery day and on every ball,” he said. “That is why I 
am very proud of my players.”

The tournament also provided valuable lessons 
for Iran as the team continue to develop under Pi-
azza. The coach believes his players are beginning 
to understand what is required tactically, even if 
they are not yet able to execute those plans con-
sistently.

“This is part of the special conditions of volley-
ball, and it is something we have to learn,” Piazza 
said. “First of all, we have to focus on ourselves, 
not on the opponent.”

“Overall, we became more consistent, and my 
feeling is that the boys have started to under-
stand what they need to do, even though they can-
not always execute it. But the first step is knowing 
exactly what you have to do. Sooner or later, you 
will reach the goal. We came very close.”

Piazza nevertheless ended his message by 
thanking Iranian supporters for their backing 
throughout the competition.

“I want to thank the people of Iran for their sup-
port,” he said.

2026 Asian Games: 
Iran basketball to 
play Bahrain in QFs
TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s national basketball team 

will face Bahrain in the quarterfinals of the 2026 
Asian Games in Nagoya, Japan, with a place in the 
last four at stake.

The quarterfinal matchups have been con-
firmed, and Iran will need to overcome a tough 
Bahrain side to book their place in the semifinals.

Bahrain advanced to the knockout stage as run-
ners-up in their group, finishing behind China. The 
Persian Gulf side will pose a serious challenge to 
Iran, particularly with the presence of their stand-
out player, JaKarr Sampson.

Sampson has added significant quality and 
experience to Bahrain’s lineup and is expected to 
be one of the key threats for Iran. His presence 
on both ends of the floor, particularly in the paint, 
could prove decisive in the elimination game.

Iran will need to contain Bahrain’s inside game 
while maintaining its own offensive efficiency if it 
is to secure a place among the tournament’s top 
four.

The other quarterfinal matchups are:

Jordan vs. South Korea

China vs. Saudi Arabia

Chinese Taipei vs. Japan

Iran will take on Bahrain on Wednesday, with the 
winners advancing to the Asian Games semifinals.

Golmohammadi set 
to stay at Duhok
TEHRAN - Reports suggesting that Yahya 

Golmohammadi could leave Duhok SC are com-
pletely unfounded, with the Iranian head coach 
expected to remain in charge of the Iraqi club.

Duhok suffered their first defeat of the season 
on Tuesday night, losing 3-2 away to Al-Karkh de-
spite creating several good chances to score.

Golmohammadi’s side appeared to be in control 
for much of the match and were still ahead until 
the 65th minute. However, repeated defensive 
errors and lapses from the goalkeeper allowed Al-
Karkh to turn the game around and claim all three 
points.

The disappointing result was followed by re-
ports on social media and in local media outlets 
suggesting that Duhok could end their coopera-
tion with Golmohammadi.

However, those reports have no basis in reality, 
and there is currently no indication that the club 
intends to part ways with the Iranian coach.

Golmohammadi is therefore expected to con-
tinue his work with Duhok as the team looks to 
bounce back from its first defeat of the campaign 
and maintain its strong start to the season.

TEHRAN – Iran has so far reg-
istered 56 cities and 35 villages 
as national handicrafts centers, 
with 18 locations added to the 
list over the past two years, a 
tourism ministry official said.

The registrations aim to identi-
fy and promote Iran’s distinctive 
handicrafts capacities, protect 
traditional arts in local commu-
nities and strengthen specialized 
production hubs, Narges Rajaei, 
director general of handicrafts 
education and promotion at the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts, said on 
Sunday. 

Over the past two years, nine 
cities have been added to the 
national list, including: Mey-
mand in Fars province, recog-
nized for glassmaking; Rayen 
in Kerman province, recognized 
for knife-making; Izeh and Sha-
degan in Khuzestan province, 
recognized for kilim weaving 
and mat weaving, respectively; 
and Bafruiyeh in Yazd province, 
recognized for traditional wool 
spinning. 

International recognition and 
support

The historical city of Yazd was 
registered last year as a World 
Craft City for traditional jewelry, 
Rajaei said, adding that Na’in’s 
aba-weaving in Isfahan province 
had received international geo-
graphical indication registration 
through the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), a 
United Nations specialized agen-
cy.

Over the past two years, 1,269 
national authenticity seals were 
awarded to handicrafts artists to 
support the production of orig-
inal, creative and high-quality 
works, she said.

Other measures included 
sending eight artists to interna-
tional promotional exhibitions in 
India, participating in an inter-
national festival in Uzbekistan 
and holding a specialized Iranian 
handicrafts exhibition in Samar-
kand.

Employment and financial 
assistance

The handicrafts sector added 
180,303 workers over the two-
year period, Rajaei said.

The ministry issued 175 licens-
es for handicrafts houses and 94 
licenses for private-sector facil-
ities. It also established 81 gov-
ernment handicrafts houses in 
28 provinces, with an investment 
of more than 835 billion rials.

A total of 107,962 activity per-
mits were issued to facilitate 
work by handicrafts artists and 
producers, while 2,551 temporary 
handicrafts markets were estab-
lished, she said.

Rajaei also reported the pay-
ment of financial assistance to 
handicrafts producers and prac-
titioners. 

Other measures included 
holding the eighth national au-
thenticity seal program in all 31 
provinces of the country, issuing 
1,269 certificates, securing inter-

national geographical indication 
registration for aba-weaving, 
lifting the export ban on back-
gammon boards and allowing 
imports of raw semi-precious 
stones to supply production 
workshops.

The ministry also facilitated 
the repatriation of export earn-
ings based on the amount of raw 
materials used, organized train-
ing workshops through digital 
sales platforms with 430 hand-
icrafts producers, and supported 
the launch of 185 sellers and 94 
facilitators on those platforms.

Insurance coverage was ex-
tended to 5,123 handicrafts 
workers, while 5 trillion tomans 
in support for handicrafts home-
based businesses was allocated 
for around 15,000 projects, Ra-
jaei said.

According to the ministry, 
Iran has revived 66 handicraft 
disciplines that were at risk of 
disappearing over the past five 
years through support measures 

aimed at preserving traditional 
knowledge and skills. 

Among the traditional crafts 
revived in 2025 were Giveh-mak-
ing in Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari 
province, traditional blacksmith-
ing in North Khorasan, plaited 
mat weaving in Sistan-Balu-
chestan, traditional Turkmen 
footwear production in Goles-
tan, Orosi window-making in 
Lorestan, and traditional dyeing 
techniques in Hamedan.

More than 623,000 artisans 
are currently active in Iran’s 
handicrafts sector. Of that total, 
508,000 are women and 115,000 
are men.

Textile-based crafts account 
for the largest number of prac-
titioners, with about 158,000 
artisans, followed by woodcrafts 
and wickerwork with approx-
imately 144,000 and 142,000 
practitioners respectively, ac-
cording to data compiled by the 
ministry. 

TEHRAN – Iran’s tourism min-
istry has called on all 31 provinc-
es to organize national tourism 
events and exhibitions during the 
second half of the current Iranian 
calendar year, as part of efforts to 
promote domestic travel and sup-
port the industry amid continuing 
challenges, Minister Seyyed Reza 
Salehi-Amiri said. 

Salehi-Amiri made the an-
nouncement on Saturday at a  
meeting attended by his deputy 
for tourism, Anoushirvan Mohse-
ni-Bandpei, provincial directors 
general and tourism officials 
from across the country.

Salehi-Amiri said tourism had a 
significant role in strengthening 
national vitality and remained an 
important part of Iranian house-
holds’ lifestyles.

“Tourism Week is a valuable 
opportunity to showcase Iran’s 
strength and dynamism in tour-
ism,” he said, calling on all prov-

inces to host national events.

Under plans adopted by the 
ministry, all provinces will hold 
specialized tourism exhibitions 
during the second half of the year, 
he said. The initiative is intended 
to send a positive message about 
the vitality and development of 
Iran’s tourism industry.

The minister also said the 

government would support the 
sector and work with econom-
ic institutions to strengthen the 
foundations for its growth.

Mohseni-Bandpei described 
tourism as a major contributor to 
development, foreign-exchange 
earnings, employment and the 
promotion of Iran’s cultural and 
religious heritage.

He said the ministry was pursu-
ing the preparation of a compre-
hensive tourism document under 
a supportive policy approach.

Among the measures high-
lighted by the deputy tourism 
minister was the introduction of 
a “travel card” and new payment 
platforms to make travel easier 
and more convenient for tourists.

In international tourism, the 
ministry is pursuing three stra-
tegic areas: religious tourism, 
medical tourism and “integrated 
regional tourism”, he said.

Iran’s tourism sector has faced 
a sharp setback since the out-
break of war on February 28, 
2026, when the United States and 
the Israeli regime launched joint 
military strikes against Iran. The 
conflict disrupted regional avia-
tion, with widespread flight can-
cellations and airspace closures 
affecting travel to and through 
West Asia.

TEHRAN - Iran ranks 10th 
worldwide with 30 properties 
inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list, according to the UN 
cultural body, placing the country 
among the world’s leading hold-
ers of internationally recognized 
cultural and natural heritage.

Italy leads the global ranking 
with 62 World Heritage proper-
ties, followed by China with 61, 
France with 56, Germany with 
55 and Spain with 50. India, with 
45 properties, ranks sixth, while 
Mexico has 36, the highest total 
among countries outside Europe 

and East Asia ahead of the other 
countries in the ranking.

Iran’s total comprises 28 cul-
tural and two natural properties. 
Its heritage portfolio spans an-
cient archaeological sites, his-
toric cities, religious and archi-
tectural monuments, traditional 
landscapes and natural ecosys-
tems.

Among Iran’s best-known 
World Heritage properties are 
Persepolis, the ceremonial cap-
ital of the Achaemenid Empire; 
Pasargadae, the first dynastic 
capital of the Achaemenid Em-
pire; Naqsh-e Jahan (Imam) 
Square; and Golestan Palace. 
Iran’s natural properties include 

the Hyrcanian Forests and the 
Lut Desert.

The country’s recent addi-
tions include the Prehistoric 
Sites of the Khorramabad Valley, 
inscribed in 2025, and Alamut 
Castle and Related Fortifications, 
listed in 2026, according to UNE-
SCO’s Iran country profile.

For Iran, its 30 World Heritage 
properties represent not only 
important destinations for cul-
tural and nature-based tourism 
but also physical evidence of the 
country’s long history and its 
contribution to the shared heri-
tage of humanity.
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TEHRAN –The Secretary-General of Iran’s 
National Commission for UNESCO has severely 
criticized the deliberate destruction of devel-
opment by the US through adopting coercive 
sanctions and launching military aggressions 
against the country. 

“Forty years after the adoption of the Decla-
ration on the Right to Development, its promise 
remains unfulfilled for millions. The question 
is no longer whether development is a human 
right, but why some states are still allowed 
to systematically deprive other people of that 
right,” IRNA quoted Hassan Fartousi as saying 
while addressing the 63rd session of the Human 
Rights Council, being held from September 7 to 
October 7. 

Recognizing the right to development be-
comes meaningful only when the international 
community can offer effective and actionable 
solutions to the obstacles that practically pre-
vent nations from accessing the resources, op-
portunities, and infrastructure necessary for 
development, the official added. 

“For decades, the United States has subjected 
the Iranian people to extensive unilateral coer-
cive measures, obstructing access to financial 
resources, technology, medicine, and essential 
goods, and deliberately constraining our devel-
opment. Today, the same United States has add-
ed military aggression to the economic coercion.  

The impact of these illegal measures is not 
limited to economic indicators; it also affects 
health, education, infrastructure, and human 
capital, he added.   

“When hospitals are attacked, when schools 
are destroyed, when children are killed in their 
classrooms, we are not merely witnessing casu-
alties of war. We are witnessing the deliberate 
destruction of development itself. A school de-
stroyed in seconds represents years of trauma 
for the students and challenges in education. 
A hospital struck means not only a damaged 
building, but the destruction of health, human 
capital, and future generations,” Fartousi fur-
ther noted.  

The official went on to say that “Forty years 
after the declaration, commemoration is not 
enough. Those who destroy development 
through unlawful coercion and military ag-
gression must be held accountable. Hereby, as 
the Secretary General of the Iranian National 
Commission for UNESCO in Iran, the right to de-

velopment must be a right for all people, espe-
cially the people who are living in the developing 
countries.”

The 63rd session of the Human Rights Council 
biennial panel discussion on the right to devel-
opment was held under the theme ‘Commemo-
ration of the fortieth anniversary of the Declara-
tion on the Right to Development’.

The panel aimed to celebrate the 40th anni-
versary of the adoption of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Right to Development (DRTD), 
and to reaffirm the commitment of the interna-
tional community to the effective realization 
of the right to development as an inalienable 
human right for all; take stock of the achieve-
ments, obstacles and challenges encountered 
over the past four decades in the implementa-
tion of the Declaration on the Right to Develop-

ment at the national, regional and international 
levels, including lessons learned; and identify 
elements towards a road map for the concrete 
operationalization of the right to development 
including through adoption of the draft Inter-
national Covenant on the Right to Development.

It also aimed to explore the contribution of 
the right to development framework to the im-
plementation of the 2030 agenda for sustain-
able development and beyond, including by pro-
posing principles, policy recommendations and 
institutional pathways; and to catalyse a for-
ward-looking dialogue on the future of the right 
to development as it enters its fifth decade.

In July, Amir Saeid Iravani, Iran’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, described two separate 
U.S.-led military campaigns against Iran—one 
in June 2025 and another between February and 
April 2026—as “unjustified and unwarranted 
wars of aggression” that violated international 
law. He said more than 4,800 civilians, including 
women and children, were killed in the attacks, 
with the deaths of schoolgirls in Minab standing 
as a particularly “horrific” example.

“The Security Council’s failure to discharge 
its responsibilities has reinforced impunity and 
emboldened further unlawful acts,” Iravani said. 
“The United States and the Israeli regime bear 
full responsibility for all the consequences of 
these wars of aggression and must be held fully 
accountable.”

TEHRAN – There are currently 
around 26 million households in 
the country, more than 20 million 
of them in urban areas and approx-
imately six million in rural areas. 
According to the latest statistics, 
women head more than 12 percent 
of these households. Plans are un-
derway to boost support for wom-
en-headed households.

Data from the National Organiza-
tion for Civil Registration shows that 
between 6.5 million and seven mil-
lion households are women-headed. 
The statistics cover women whose 
husbands have died or become dis-
abled and who have legally assumed 
responsibility for their families, ac-
cording to Parvin Dad-Andish, the 
head of the Ministry of Interior’s de-
partment for women and family.

“The growing number of wom-
en-headed households highlights 
the need for greater attention to 
these families and stronger eco-
nomic and social support for them. 
In these households, women shoul-
der not only family responsibilities 
but also the burden of providing for 
their families and managing their 
daily affairs,” she added.

A program implemented in 16 
provinces identified nearly 10,000 
women-headed households that had 
not previously received support from 
welfare organizations. Under the ini-
tiative, the women’s skills and capa-
bilities were assessed and catego-
rized, leading to the development of 
a two-year program to provide train-
ing and self-employment assistance. 
The program has produced tangible 
results, including the provision of 
work equipment and the establish-
ment of home-based businesses.

“We have begun cooperation with 
the Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technology to pro-
vide information technology train-
ing for girls from women-headed 
households. Our goal is to help the 
children of these families achieve in-
dependence as well,” the official said.

 Women in management
More than 2,700 female managers 

have been appointed in the coun-
try as deputy ministers, director 
generals, deputy director generals, 
governors, district governors, and 
heads of research institutes since 
the current administration took of-
fice last year, Zahra Behrouz-Azar, 
the Vice-President for Women and 
Family Affairs, has said.

“President Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
administration has always highlight-
ed the importance of national unity 
and empowering women. As a result, 
for the first time, we have Sunni fe-
male governors in the country,” IRNA 
quoted Behrouz-Azar as saying.

The official went on to say that 
over the past year, efforts were 
made to identify and address harm-
ful issues to women, including the 
bill on the elimination of violence 
against women, the hijab, and wom-
en riding motorcycles. Moreover, 
the vice-presidency for women and 
family affairs has offered loans and 
other facilities for childbearing.

“I believe that women’s involve-
ment in top management and deci-
sion-making positions is their right 
and a key to the development of the 
country.

My goal is to increase the share 
of women in managerial positions 
in the country based on meritocracy 

and justice.
I recognize the right of women’s 

political participation, and I will pro-
mote the status of women’s affairs 
in the administration,” President 
Masoud Pezeshkian had said during 
election campaigns.

 Women’s economic, social em-
powerment

Addressing the Asia-Pacific Min-
isterial Conference, held in Bangkok 
in 2024, Behrouz-Azar stated that 
the current administration focuses 
on empowering women in social and 
economic areas, as well as improving 
their access to social services and 
facilities through implementing cer-
tain national programs.

“Iran has always focused on pro-
grams that empower women, par-
ticularly those who are heads of 
household, economically and social-
ly. Actions taken by the country have 
always aimed to promote women’s 
status by observing the principles of 
the constitution and Islamic teach-
ings,” Mehr news agency quoted 
Behrouz-Azar as saying.

Referring to Iran’s remarkable 
achievements in education, health, 
science, technology, and entre-
preneurship, she underscored the 
prominent role of Iranian women in 
these fields.

The official further said the sev-
enth National Development Plan has 

stressed the need to overcome bar-
riers to women’s professional de-
velopment. Accordingly, the current 
administration has put supporting 
women’s entrepreneurship and 
home business growth on the agen-
da despite unfair sanctions.

Addressing a roundtable focusing 
on ‘Advancing women’s economic 
empowerment through employ-
ment, decent work, social protection, 
and entrepreneurship’, Fakhr al-Sa-
dat Fatemi, an advisor to the deputy 
vice president for women and family 
affairs, for her part proposed three 
ways to advance women’s empow-
erment in different fields, these 
ways include training, empowering, 
acquiring skills, and developing op-
portunities for women’s participa-
tion, as well as providing legal and 
executive support, Mehr news agen-
cy reported.

In July 2025, Behrouz-Azar said 
women comprise 56 percent of ac-
ademic communities in the country, 
holding over 60 percent of the staff 
working with schools, and 63 per-
cent of university students.

One of the main objectives of the 
current administration is to bene-
fit from both men’s and women’s 
capacities to ensure the country’s 
progress, IRNA quoted Behrouz-Azar 
as saying.

For the first time in the current 
administration, over 15 women have 
been elected to work in women-re-
lated sectors, four women hold top 
managerial positions in the cabinet, 
and for the first time, after 46 years, 
a woman has been elected as the 
government spokesperson, the offi-
cial noted.

Women’s economic empowerment 
is also one of the key priorities of the 
current administration. Currently, 
over 70 percent of home business-
es are owned by women, and the 
administration is supporting them 
with loans. 

TEHRAN – Iranian female entrepreneur 
Azam Karami has secured first place in the 
Energy, Infrastructure and Mobility category 
of the BRICS Women’s Startup Contest 2026.

Led by the BRICS Women’s Business Alli-
ance (BRICS WBA), the contest aimed at em-
powering and accelerating women-led start-
ups across BRICS nations. 

The event was held from September 9 to11 
in New Delhi, India, with over 506 projects 
from BRICS member countries competing in 
six areas: “Health and Wellness,” “Agriculture 
and Food Security,” “Education,” “Energy and 
Infrastructure,” “Trade and Digital Trans-
formation,” and “Sustainable Development.” 
Ultimately, only 18 projects reached the final 
stage.

Titled ‘Smart Monitoring of Railway Track 
and Bridge Errors Using Drones and Artificial 
Intelligence’, her project was developed with 
the aim of increasing safety, reducing main-
tenance costs, and improving productivity in 
transportation infrastructure management.

Karami is a faculty member at Shahid Ba-
honar University of Kerman. In the BRICS 
Women’s Startups Contest 2024, she re-
ceived the award in the nomination ‘Artificial 
Intelligence’ for her project titled ‘Automatic 
Fault Detection in Power Transmission Lines’.

The 2026 edition of Women’s Startup 
Contest continued to spotlight innovative, 
high-impact women-led enterprises, foster-
ing cross-border economic integration, col-
laboration, and knowledge exchange within 
the BRICS ecosystem. The initiative provided 
a dynamic platform for visibility, networking, 
and business expansion, enabling women 
entrepreneurs to scale their ventures and 
engage with investors, industry leaders, and 
policymakers across BRICS countries.

Fostering sustainable development, pro-
moting economic inclusion, strengthening in-
tegration among BRICS markets, supporting 
innovation in key sectors, building entrepre-
neurial resilience, highlighting women-led 
solutions for global challenges, enhancing 
collaboration between BRICS nations, raising 
awareness of sustainable business practices, 
promoting technological adoption and digi-
tal transformation, and strengthening local 
economies through global connections are 
among the key objectives of the contest. 

Iran outlines policies on women, family at 
BRICS WWG

In July, Narjes Abolqasemi, an official with 
the Vice-Presidency for Women and Family 
Affairs, elaborated on the country’s mac-
ro-level policies on women and family at the 
BRICS Working Women Group (WWG) held in 
Kerala, India, on July 6-7. 

The empowerment of women requires a 
transition from sporadic measures to strate-

gic and sustainable policies; in Iran, women’s 
entrepreneurship and economic develop-
ment serve as driving forces for strengthen-
ing national resilience and the family foun-
dation. Therefore, the policies are designed 
and implemented with a family-centered 
approach, IRNA quoted Abolqasemi as saying.

She also highlighted the importance of the 
four priority areas of the meeting, which in-
cluded promoting women’s participation in 
governance and leadership, advancing digital 
and financial inclusion, strengthening wom-
en’s entrepreneurship and skill development, 
and enhancing the role of women in climate 
action, food security and nutrition.

Referring to the country’s experience in 
expanding the women entrepreneurship eco-
system, she said Iran focuses on establishing 
support models for women-led innovative 
businesses, developing modern skills, and 
benefiting from the potential of the digital 
economy.

Iran’s participation in the WWG meeting 
provided a great opportunity to share indig-
enous experiences, expand joint efforts, and 
develop new initiatives to achieve economic 
justice and sustainable development among 
BRICS member states, Abolqasemi noted.

Underscoring the significance of foster-
ing specialized collaboration among BRICS 
member states, the official announced Iran’s 
readiness to utilize its scientific, policy, and 
executive capabilities to assume an effective 
role in the design of innovative models for 
women’s economic empowerment and ex-
panding multilateral cooperation within the 
BRICS framework.

The WWG Meeting was held under the 
theme “Building for Resilience, Innovation, 
Cooperation and Sustainability,” which re-
flects a people-centric and humanity-first 
approach to global cooperation.

It brought together senior government of-
ficials from BRICS member countries in the 
two-day event to discuss key issues related 
to women’s empowerment, women-led de-
velopment and enhanced cooperation across 
shared priorities.

TEHRAN - The judicial and legal committee 
of the cabinet of ministers is conducting a 
final review of the executive regulations for 
biosphere reserves, which will establish the 
framework for managing the country’s bio-
sphere reserves.

Once approved by the Cabinet, the regula-
tions will establish the specific management 
framework for the country’s biosphere re-
serves, IRNA quoted Hamid Zohrabi, an offi-
cial with the Department of Environment, as 
saying. 

The regulations constitute the country’s 
first comprehensive framework specifically 
dedicated to biosphere reserve management. 
They aim to establish clear management 
mechanisms, enhance coordination among 
relevant agencies, and strengthen local com-
munity participation, he added.

They also enable the Natural Resources 
and Watershed Management Organization 
to establish biosphere reserves, which would 
contribute to the development of the coun-
try’s biodiversity conservation capacities, the 
official noted.

Referring to the differences between bio-
sphere reserves and protected areas, Zohrabi 
said that the former seeks to strike a balance 
between biodiversity conservation and sus-
tainable resource use, as well as promote the 

socio-economic development of local com-
munities and research activities.

Moreover, it will pave the way for the inte-
grated management of biosphere reserves, 
the utilization of indigenous knowledge from 
rural and nomadic communities, and the at-
traction of targeted investments.

The official went on to say that the imple-
mentation of the law will strengthen Iran’s 
position within the global network of bio-
sphere reserves, and contribute to achieving 
the goals of the Hangzhou Strategic Action 
Plan.

Biosphere reserves are territories of out-
standing ecological value where people and 
nature grow harmoniously alongside each 
other, conserving biological and cultural di-
versity, advancing sustainable development, 
and connecting communities across a global 
network.

Iran, with 14 biosphere reserves, has al-
ways been among pioneering member states 
in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.

According to the head of the DOE, Shina 
Ansari, biosphere reserves cover less than 
four percent of our national territory, which is 
not enough, so we are committed to expand-
ing the network by the establishment of four 
more biosphere reserves.
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For decades, the United States 
has subjected the Iranian people 
to extensive unilateral coercive 

measures, obstructing access to 
financial resources, technology, 
medicine, and essential goods.

Iran censures US deliberate destruction 
of development at Human Rights Council

Economic, social support for women-headed 
 families to be strengthened 



Frome Page 1   was shown 
to the audience. “This year, our 
competition attracted over 
two thousand entries from 40 
countries. The exhibition in Teh-
ran features 30 photographs 
made by young reporters from 
Russia, Indonesia, China, Egypt, 
Brazil, Bahrain, and other coun-
tries,” he said.

“Stenin contest assist in dis-
covering young talents and 
allows them to take their first 
but quite confident steps in 
the world of photography,” he 
added. “It shows us how amaz-
ing, unique, and at the same 
time fragile the world is. It also 
helps us to understand that 
despite of being different peo-
ple who live in different parts 
of the globe we are concerned 
about similar issues, touched 
by similar moments, delighted 
by similar events, and inspired 
by similar stories. Therefore, I 
do believe that Stenin Contest 
unites us: from Brazil to China, 
from Serbia to South Africa”.

“It provides us with a chance 
to strengthen ties with our close 
partners and good friends, such 
as the Mehr Media Group, which 
once again helped us to bring 
the best photos of the contest 
to the heart of one of the most 
ancient countries in the world, 
the capital of a country that 
cause respect and admiration 
in the world – Tehran – and dis-
play them at the magnificent 
Howzeh Honari Complex (Art 
Bureau),” he noted.

Shtol concluded his remarks 
saying, “I would also like to in-
vite Iranian photographers to 
participate in next year’s com-
petition, where I will be pleased 
to present the award in person”.

It has been agreed that the 
Iran Photographers House will 
serve as the secretariat of the 
contest in Iran. This will create 
greater opportunities for Ira-
nian photographers to partici-
pate in the event.

The opening ceremony also 
featured speeches by Moham-
mad Mahdi Rahmati, the CEO 
of Mehr Media Group; Moham-
madreza Norouzpour, Deputy 
Minister of Media and Adver-
tising of the Ministry of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance; Vladislov 
Egorov, Press Attaché at the 
Embassy of the Russian Fed-
eration in Tehran; and Seyyed 
Amir Javid, the deputy director 
of the Art Bureau.

“Our shared understanding of 
aesthetics in the world is quite 
remarkable. We may encounter 
very different forms of beauty 
through our diverse experienc-
es and cultural backgrounds, 
but what is interesting is that 
composition, subject selection, 
and even the principles used in 
judging photographs often re-
flect a shared global aesthetic,” 
Rahmati said.

“I am pleased that photog-
raphers from other countries 
have participated in this com-
petition and have received 
awards for works addressing 
subjects such as Gaza and the 
Arbaeen pilgrimage,” he added.

Also speaking at the event, 
Norouzpour said: “We live in a 
world in which the US, over the 
years and under various pre-
texts, has waged wars against 
different nations, including 
our own country, Iran. But it is 
important to understand that 
such wars are not first launched 
on the battlefield, they begin in 
the realm of narratives”.

“The principal arena in which 
aggression is prepared and ini-
tiated around the world is of-
ten the image itself. First, the 
image of a nation is distorted 
and its people are dehumanized 
through the way they are repre-
sented. Once a negative image 
of that nation has been estab-
lished in public opinion, its peo-
ple are portrayed as deserving 
destruction and annihilation. 
Only then does the physical at-
tack follow,” he noted.

“If war begins before guns, 
tanks, and aircraft are de-
ployed—if it begins within the 
frame of the camera—then one 
of the best ways to defend our-
selves is to begin within that 
frame. We need to equip and 
empower ourselves in the same 
arena and confront those nar-
ratives through the very medi-
um of photography,” he under-
lined.

“If an image is used to portray 
people in a distorted or degrad-
ing way, we must use the cam-
era to restore their dignity and 
humanity and to neutralize that 
tactic,” Norouzpour asserted.

“Every photographer has a 
professional and internation-
al responsibility to portray the 
truth as it is and to ensure that 
their images are not placed in 
the service of the brutal milita-
rism of hostile states. Photog-
raphers should not allow fram-
ing and visual representation to 
be used as tools for dehuman-
ization or as preparation for at-
tacks, killings, and aggression,” 
he stated.

He finished his speech by 
addressing the photographers 
and said: “The value you create 
lies precisely in preserving mo-
ments that many hostile states 
in the world have sought to 

erase from collective memory”.

In a short speech, Egorov, 
from the Russian Embassy in 
Tehran, said: “These photogra-
phers have tried to become the 
voices of people whose voices 
cannot otherwise be heard”.

“The cooperation of the Mehr 
Media Group in organizing this 
exhibition is an important op-
portunity to promote courage, 
professionalism, and social re-
sponsibility in the field of pho-
tography. It can also provide an 
important platform for cultural 
dialogue between Iran and Rus-
sia and serve as an inspiration 
for young photographers,” he 
added.

For his part, Javid referred 
to Mehr News Agency as a 
key player in the field of press 
photography among the news 
agencies of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, which has been home 
to some of the finest examples 
of professional photography in 
the country.

“My proposal is that the Mehr 
Media Group and the Iran Pho-
tographers House operate as 
the permanent secretariat 
of this contest in the Islamic 
world. This would certainly be 
a valuable development and 
would contribute to raising the 
profile and quality of the festi-
val,” he proposed.

“In this way, renowned and 
distinguished judges from Iran 
and other parts of the Islam-
ic world could also be invited 
to join the festival’s jury. This 
would undoubtedly lead to both 
higher-quality submissions and 
a stronger, more diverse judg-
ing process,” he added.

“I hope that, around this time 
next year, if no major develop-
ments in the world prevent us 
from doing so, we will be able 
to hold the exhibition simulta-
neously in Tehran, Beirut, Bagh-
dad, Sanaa, Islamabad, and one 
or two other major and import-
ant cities in the Islamic world,” 
he stated.

“Photography is the fastest, 
most precise, and most endur-
ing form of documentary sto-
rytelling in the world. There is 
simply no other medium that 

can match photography in the 
speed, precision, and lasting 
power with which it records and 
communicates an event,” Javid 
noted.

“I hope that the Mehr Media 
Group, as one of the largest 
media groups in the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, will also be 
able to establish and maintain 
offices in key and strategical-
ly important locations around 
the world. This would allow us 
to present our own narrative 
of global developments and 
events to people around the 
world,” he concluded.

The Andrei Stenin Interna-
tional Press Photo Contest is 
an annual event in the field of 
photojournalism, held with the 
aim of discovering young tal-
ent, supporting professional 
standards in photojournalism, 
and promoting the benchmarks 
of documentary photography in 
Russia and worldwide.

The works in this exhibition 
comprise a collection of visual 
narratives by young photogra-
phers regarding contemporary 
global events and issues; im-
ages that, in the form of pho-
tojournalism and documentary 
photography, have captured 
social and human develop-
ments, crises, the environment, 
daily life, and other realities of 
today’s world.

Andrey Stenin (1980 - 2014) 
started his career as a text re-
porting journalist for Rossiys-
kaya Gazeta in 2003. In 2008, 
he turned to photojournalism 
and from 2009 on, worked as a 
photo reporter for RIA Novosti. 
He was an experienced mili-
tary photojournalist who had 
worked in Egypt, Syria, Libya, 
the Gaza Strip, and elsewhere.

He disappeared while cover-
ing the War in Donbas. He was 
confirmed dead on September 
3, 2014, having died on August 
6, according to the Investigative 
Committee of Russia. Stenin 
was awarded Russia’s Order of 
Courage posthumously.

The exhibition of the winning 
works of the contest will be 
open to the public until Sep-
tember 21 at the Art Bureau.

TEHRAN – Six films from Iran have received 
the Award of Recognition for the August edi-
tion of the Accolade Global Film Competition.

Short films “The Left Leader” by Afshin 
Eisaei, “Between Us” by Amirreza Kasaei, 
and “Trunq” by Khalil Morshedloo, the fea-
ture documentary “A Beginning for the Final 
Songs of a River” by Meysam Oghbaei as well 
as “Code 133” by Omid Barzegar and “The 
Maze” by Yeganeh Yaghoubi were among the 
recipients of the August Recognition Award, 
ILNA reported.

Based in California, Accolade is the origi-
nal, top-tier, internationally respected global 
virtual online competition – recognizing film, 

TV, and media professionals who demon-
strate exceptional achievement in craft and 
storytelling since 2003. 

Accolade is unique and the industry leader 
of virtual film competitions. Attracting both 
powerhouse companies as well as talented 
new filmmakers, it is an unparalleled, truly 
international awards competition, not a tra-
ditional film festival – which allows filmmak-
ers from around the world to enter their films 
in this prestigious competition.

Established in 2003, Accolade gives tal-
ented directors, producers, actors, creative 
teams the positive exposure they deserve. 
It discovers and honors the achievements of 
filmmakers who produce high quality proj-
ects. The Accolade promotes award winners 
through press releases to over 100,000 film-
makers and industry contacts.

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The painting exhibition “The 
Painter of the Wounded Land,” featuring 
works by renowned Palestinian artist Sliman 
Mansour, opened at the Aali Gallery of Teh-
ran’s Art Bureau on Sunday, showcasing an 
artist whose work has become closely asso-
ciated with the history, identity and aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people.

The exhibition is being held in tribute to 
Mansour, who passed away in August at 
the age of 79. It presents his artistic legacy 
through works that reflect his longstanding 
engagement with Palestinian land, culture 
and people.

The opening ceremony was attended by 
Nasser Abu Sharif, representative of the Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad movement in Tehran; 
Mohammad Zaroui Nasrabad, director of the 
Nam Cultural and Artistic Institute; Mohsen 
Momeni-Sharif, Kamyar Sadeqi, Hossein 
Ayni-Bakhsh, Saber Sheikh Rezai and Hos-
sein Esmati, among others, who visited the 
exhibited works.

Born in 1947 in Birzeit near Ramallah, Man-
sour emerged as one of the leading figures 
of contemporary Palestinian art. Since the 
1970s, he developed a distinctive visual lan-
guage rooted in Palestinian landscapes, rural 
life and cultural traditions, while addressing 
themes of displacement, resistance, memory 
and attachment to homeland.

The exhibition statement describes Man-
sour as a narrator of both the pains and 
hopes of Palestine, noting that painting be-
came his way of telling the story of his land 
and people from an early age.

It says his works did not merely seek to 
portray suffering and displacement, but also 
emphasized “hope, steadfastness, growth, 
and resistance.”

The statement also highlights the im-

portance of Palestinian cultural symbols in 
Mansour’s paintings, including the keffiyeh, 
abaya, embroidered clothing, olive trees, or-
anges, rural landscapes and the colors of the 
Palestinian flag.

Mansour’s artistic practice was particular-
ly shaped by the circumstances of Palestinian 
life. During the First Intifada, he was among 
the artists associated with the New Vision 
group, which encouraged Palestinian artists 
to reject Israeli-produced art materials and 
make use of locally available and natural ma-
terials.

Mud, straw, wood, leather, henna and nat-
ural pigments consequently became part of 
Mansour’s artistic vocabulary.

During the opening ceremony, art re-
searcher and the curator of the event Mo-
hammadreza Vahidzadeh highlighted the 
significance of Mansour’s use of mud, recall-
ing that the artist would place mud on his 
canvases, only to see it crack and deteriorate 
over time.

The process initially upset Mansour, Vahid-
zadeh said, but he later realized that the de-
terioration and cracks could themselves re-
flect the experience of the Palestinian people.

“He came to understand how much this 
deterioration and cracking was intertwined 
with the nature and fate of the Palestinian 
people,” Vahidzadeh said, adding that the 
process could therefore become a way of 
portraying their condition.

Vahidzadeh also emphasized Mansour’s 
lasting position in Palestinian contemporary 
art, saying that despite sanctions, the use 
of poor-quality materials, works that never 
returned to his home and a turbulent life, 
his paintings have remained influential and 
helped shape the visual identity of contem-
porary Palestinians.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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What actions are most excellent? To gladden the heart of 
human beings, to feed the hungry, to help the afflicted, 

to lighten the sorrow of the sorrowful, and to remove the 
sufferings of the injured.

Prophet Muhammad (S)
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