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Lebanon’s silenced voice

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT—On September 23, President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian seized the 81st session of
the UN General Assembly not as a ceremoni-
al platform, but as a political battlefield, di-
rectly confronting the narrative presented by
Washington and Israel.

Whatever one’s political position toward
Iran, the significance of the scene was unmis-
takable: Tehran understood that internation-
al diplomacy is also a battle over narrative,
visibility and political legitimacy.

Iran did not merely submit a diplomatic
complaint. It placed symbols, victims and ac-
cusations before the international audience
and demanded that they be seen. » Page 5

NAZA, off screen

By Silvina Pachelo
BUENOS AIRES — For months, we have been

living with harrowing images from Gaza, amid |

allegations and accusations of genocide. Im-
ages, testimonies, and an incessant flow of

information—and yet nothing stops. Gaza has |

also become this: the repetition of unbearable
scenes that we see again and again, without
their accumulation seeming sufficient to inter-
rupt the machinery that produces them.

But in recent weeks, a film burst onto the
scene at the 2026 Venice International Film
Festival and received an ovation lasting near-
ly half an hour. It is NAZA, by Yuval Abraham
and Rachel Szor, two Israeli filmmakers who
construct the film from a singular vantage
point: testimonies emerging from within Is-
rael’s own military and intelligence appara-
tus. The film brings together 24 military and
intelligence sources and was made over the
course of three years. » Page 5

Women lightweight
double sculls wins
gold in Nagoya

TEHRAN - Iran’s Kimia Zarei and Zeynab
Norouzi seized a gold medal in the women'’s
lightweight double sculls final on Thursday.

The Iranian pair finished the first at the
Nagaragawa International Regatta Course
with a time of 6:53.93 minutes.

Hong Kong team Yuen Shan Cheung and
Wing Wun Leung rounded out the podium
with a time of 6 minutes and 59.24 seconds.

The bronze medal went to Japan’s Chika
Yonezawa and Chikai Tomita with a time of
6:59.27 minutes.

Earlier in the day, Fatemeh Mojallal claimed
a gold medal in the Games.

Mojallal finished first in the women’s light-
weight singles sculls final, clocking a time of
7 minutes and 24.57 seconds at the Naga-
ragawa International Regatta Course.

Winnie Hung from Hong Kong reached the
podium with a time of 7 minutes and 28.54
seconds.

Thai rower Parisa Chaempudsa rounding

out the podium with a time of 7 minutes and
40.61 seconds.

Macklemore
announces ‘Free
Palestine’ tour after

Ed Sheeran dismissal

Macklemore announced the “Free Palestine
Tour” on Thursday, with shows in Dublin, Par-
is and London set for October. It comes after
the rapper was dropped from Ed Sheeran’s
tour after making pro-Palestinian comments
during an opening set.

“I've spent the last week reaching out to art-
ists who have shown up and used their stages
to stand in solidarity with the Palestinian peo-
ple, regardless of the consequences,” Mackle-
more said in a statement shared on social me-
dia. “Artists who understand that our platforms
mean very little if we're only willing to use them
when it’s safe” » Page 8

Delegates walking out in protest as Netanyahu takes to the podium

A War Criminal’s Fiction

to Empty Seats

From 77 delegations walking out inside to a high-profile protest outside,
Netanyahu faces overwhelming rejection

By staff writer

TEHRAN — On Sep-
tember 24, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu stood at the
United Nations General
Assembly rostrum facing
hundreds of vacant seats.

As his name was announced, 77 diplo-
matic delegations stood up and walked
out of the hall in a coordinated repu-
diation of Israel's genocidal campaign
against Gaza and the war against Iran,
as well as other regional campaigns of
aggression.

The exodus left vast blocks of the cham-
ber completely empty. Remaining audi-
ence members in the gallery shouted in
Hebrew while General Assembly leader-
ship repeatedly struck the gavel for order.
Netanyahu opened his speech by calling
those who left “moral cowards.”

After killing over 74,000 Palestinians
in Gaza alone, Netanyahu claimed
that the Israeli military is ‘the most
moral army in the world’

Empty seats speaking volumes

The Palestinian Mission to the UN had
requested member nations to fill their
seats before the session and exit en
masse once Netanyahu approached the
podium.

Dozens of states answered the call,
including Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Turkey, Qatar, Indonesia, Malaysia,
South Africa, Brazil, Spain, Ireland, and
Slovenia.

The Iranian delegation left a framed
photograph of the martyred General Qa-
ssem Soleimani on its empty desk before

exiting. Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Es-
maeil Bagaei noted that
the gesture served as a
quiet reminder of mar-
tyrs who continue to
haunt their adversaries.

Iranian Deputy For-
eign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi stated
that the walkout spoke louder than any
speech delivered at the rostrum.

Netanyahu tried to brush aside the
walkout, claiming foreign leaders whose
representatives exited had privately
thanked Israel for joint strikes with the
United States against Iranian nuclear
sites. As usual, he provided no evidence.

The following day, Iranian counselor
Nasser Asadi delivered a formal right of
reply, labeling Netanyahu's presence an
utter disgrace and a betrayal of the UN
Charter.» Page 5
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Pezeshkian uses
UNGA meetings to
press for diplomacy,

TEHRAN-

with senior foreign officials on the
sidelines of the 87st session of the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York, engaging the leaders of
- Pakistan, Lebanon, the Netherlands,
i Armenia and Bangladesh, as well as

= consequences of the recent conflict
involving Iran.

Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre,

and regional stability

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian held a series of meetings

| the presidents of Switzerland and the
European Council, on regional security,
diplomacy, bilateral relations and the

Pezeshkian also met with Norwegian

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam,

Araghchi holds a series
of talks in NY on regional
security, Hormuz and
Iran-EU ties

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi held a series of meetings with
foreign counterparts on the sidelines of the
81st session of the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly in New York, engaging Russian,
British, Portuguese, Bruneian, Kyrgyz, Polish,
Spanish, Egyptian, Jordanian, Cypriot, Paki-
stani and Austrian officials on regional se-
curity, the Strait of Hormuz, the war in West
Asia, Palestine, Iran-Europe relations and bi-
lateral cooperation.

Hormuz and Regional Security

The security situation in the Strait of Hor-
muz and the future of maritime navigation
emerged as a recurring issue in Araghchi’s
meetings with European and regional offi-
cials.»Page2

Xi’s landmark US
visit advances China’s
vision for Tehran-
Washington dialogue
and global stability

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN — President Xi Jinping’s milestone
visit to the United States has unequivocally re-
affirmed China’s pivotal status as a bedrock of
global peace, stability, and consensus. At a crucial
juncture in international relations, Beijing’s pro-
active, vision-driven foreign policy underscores
its unique role in bridging divides,» Page 3

Transport minister
inaugurates 281km of
highways, main roads

in Sistan-Baluchestan

TEHRAN- With the presence of the Minister of
Transport and Urban Development, 281 kilome-
ters of highways and main roads in Sistan-Bal-
uchestan province were put into operation. Of
the inaugurated projects, 134 kilometers are in
the south of the province, 89 kilometers in the
north, and 58 kilometers on the North-South
Corridor and coastal routes of the province.

According to IRNA, the deputy minister of
transport and urban development said at the
ceremony that inaugurating transport infra-
structure is not merely a construction mea-
sure.» Page 4

Iran, India have
huge potential for
cooperation in
health and tourism:
Ambassador

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - New Delhi’'s Ambassador to Teh-
ran Vishwesh Negi has highlighted the signif-
icant potential for Iran-India cooperation in
traditional and modern medicine, pharma-
ceuticals and tourism, as well as in strength-
ening cultural and people-to-people ties.

He made the remarks in a brief interview with
the Tehran Times on the sidelines of a ceremony
hosted by the Indian Embassy in Tehran on Sep-
tember 23 to mark National Ayurveda Day.

Today’s ceremony to mark Ayurveda Day,
brought together a number of Iranian physi-
cians who shared views on the ancient Indian
medicine system alongside views on the an-
cient Iranian medicine system. It was a fruit-
ful gesture for promoting cultural heritage
and exchanging ideas. Tell us about your em-
bassy’s collaboration and efforts to promote
other aspects of Indian heritage in Iran and
plans for mutual cooperation.

Well, there are a lot of things we want to do
with Iran at this point in time. » Page 6



PoLITICS ] 4

SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday lranian newspapers.

The need for an Iran-China corridor

Javan wrote about the importance of es-
tablishing an Iran-China corridor: Continued
US efforts to increase tensions with Iran,
following statements by the US Treasury
Secretary regarding air transport sanctions
on Iran, have further complicated the situa-
tion. However, Beijing’s explicit opposition to
such sanctions has increased the likelihood
that countries with extensive trade relations
with Iran may align with China’s approach.
China stands out for several reasons: its of-
ficial political stance against unilateral US
sanctions is clear; it possesses a vast avi-
ation industry and airport infrastructure;
and Tehran-Beijing political relations have
deepened in recent years. Additionally, Chi-
nese companies have experience operating
in sanctioned environments. Therefore, a
more realistic approach may be the creation
of an “Iran-China Air Corridor” rather than
concentrating Iran’s entire global network
on China. Under such a framework, China
could establish a dedicated air-services cor-
ridor for Iran, allowing Tehran to maintain a
limited number of Chinese airlines and air-
ports as long-term partners within its inter-
national network.

Donya-e-Eqtesad : Testing the flexibility
of Tehran and Washington

Donya-e-Eqtesad commented on a meet-
ing between Witkoff and Araghchi in New
York: It should be noted that both sides’ po-
sitions have become highly rigid. A meeting
and dialogue took place can be viewed as a
positive and useful step. However, the re-
ality is far more complex than expecting a
serious breakthrough in relations from a
single three-hour meeting between offi-
cials. For Iran, it is important to determine
whether the other side has reconsidered
its positions and is willing to demonstrate
flexibility; similarly, the other side seeks to
assess Iran’s positions and level of flexibility.
Ultimately, everything depends on whether
both sides are genuinely prepared to show
flexibility. At present, there is no clear in-
dication of such flexibility. Therefore, the
current meetings appear to be aimed less
at achieving a fundamental transformation
and more at exchanging information, under-
standing recent developments, and evaluat-
ing each side’s readiness for compromise.

Shargh: Heavy damage to US bases

Shargh discussed the heavy damage sus-
tained by US bases in the region and wrote:
US military bases and aircraft carriers in the
region had long been regarded by personnel
stationed there as relatively safe locations.
Today, Washington and Tehran are direct-
ly engaged in war. Even the most extensive
modern air defense systems cannot fully
protect bases against waves of drone and
missile attacks. The damage has already af-
fected America’s ability to continue the war.
Severe damage to the Bahrain base, for ex-
ample, has created a chain of logistical prob-

lems for the US Navy. Without access to this
facility, warships operating near the Strait
of Hormuz no longer have regular access to
fuel, food supplies, and other goods. Given
the rapid changes taking place in military
forces around the world, the United States
must acknowledge that most, if not all, of
its roughly 750 military bases, ports, and
airfields across 80 countries have become
increasingly vulnerable to air attacks.

Hamshahri: Acceptance of China as a new
mediator

Hamshahri referred to a report by the
Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar and wrote:
The high costs of war and ongoing insecu-
rity in the Strait of Hormuz have pushed
Washington and Tehran, despite continuing
threats and sanctions, toward exploring
political solutions to exit the crisis. A dip-
lomatic turning point came with Tehran’s
direct request to Beijing. Diplomatic sources
revealed that during Araghchi’s recent visit
to Beijing, Iran asked China to play a more
prominent role in mediating with the Unit-
ed States, a request that received a positive
response from Beijing. This extra-regional
initiative comes alongside parallel efforts
by Doha and Islamabad and Washington’s
declared willingness to reach an agreement.
Observers believe that although hopes for a
political breakthrough have brought Brent
crude prices back below $100 per barrel, the
next phase remains caught between two
paths: moving toward reciprocal de-escala-
tion measures centered on Chinese media-
tion, or using negotiations merely as a tool
for crisis management within the frame-
work of military and economic power bal-
ances.

Etemad: Iranian initiative accompanied
by active diplomacy

Etemad examined Iranian proposals
aimed at reducing tensions with the United
States: As the 81st session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly began in New York,
diplomatic efforts to contain the escalating
Tehran-Washington tensions have entered
a sensitive and decisive stage. Relying on
its defensive deterrence and field balance,
Tehran has put forward a concentrated and
reciprocal proposal through regional me-
diators: if the United States takes tangible
initial steps to halt the military blockade
of ports and reduce pressure, Iran would
be prepared to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz within seven days and begin direct or
indirect talks with Washington aimed at
reaching a lasting agreement. This approach
demonstrates that Iran’s presence at the
United Nations is not from a position of pas-
sivity, but rather to articulate its principled
positions, challenge imposed discrimina-
tion, and utilize international mechanisms
to break the current deadlock.

Deputy FM: Europe served as ‘infrastructure’
for US aggression against Iran

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister
for Legal and International Affairs, Kazem
Gharibabadi, stated on Thursday that recent
acknowledgments by NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Mark Rutte confirm European territory
and military facilities served as integral in-
frastructure for the illegal acts of aggres-
sion launched by the United States against
the Islamic Republic.

Writing on his X account, Gharibabadi
stressed that the NATO chief’s admissions
lay bare Europe’s direct complicity in facili-
tating Washington’s unlawful military cam-
paign.

“Governments that placed their territory
at the disposal of the United States cannot
evade their responsibility” he said. “This
participation will not go unanswered.”

The remarks follow statements by Rutte,
who acknowledged that between 4,000 and
5,000 US military sorties were launched
from bases across the European continent
during the Washington-Tel Aviv aggression
against Iran that began on February 28.

Characterizing the continent’s military
facilities as indispensable to the American
assault, the NATO chief noted that Europe
functioned as a “platform of power projec-
tion” without which Washington could not
have conducted the campaign.

According to disclosed logistical details,
several European governments—including
Italy, Romania, the United Kingdom, France,
and Germany—provided critical access to
their sovereign air bases, sovereign air-
space, aerial refueling assets, and logistics
networks in support of the offensive.

Tehran has reiterated that the unpro-
voked US-Israeli assault constitutes a fla-
grant breach of the United Nations Charter
and fundamental principles of international
law. Iranian officials have underscored that
placing territory, airfields, or logistical in-
frastructure at the disposal of an aggres-
sor state directly amounts to participation
in the act of aggression itself, pursuant to
the Definition of Aggression affirmed under
United Nations General Assembly Resolu-
tion 3314 (XXIX).

Araghchi holds a series of talks in NY on

regional security

From page 1 » In talks with
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov, Araghchi briefed his
counterpart on Iran-Oman dis-
cussions concerning arrange-
ments for a safe maritime route
through the Strait of Hormuz.
He also outlined diplomatic ef-
forts by mediators to establish
conditions for a return to nego-
tiations.

In separate talks with Portu-
guese Foreign Minister Paulo
Rangel and Austrian Foreign
Minister Beate Meinl-Reisinger,
Araghchi attributed the disrup-
tion of maritime traffic and in-
security in the Strait to US and
Israeli military actions. He said,
from Iran’s perspective, restor-
ing maritime security would re-
quire an end to ‘destabilizing US
measures and economic pres-
sure!

Araghchi also raised regional
security with Jordanian Foreign
Minister Ayman Safadi, criticiz-
ing the use of the territory of re-
gional states in military opera-
tions. He said Iran was prepared
to work with neighboring coun-
tries on security arrangements
based on regional cooperation
rather than external military in-
volvement.

The Iranian foreign minister’s
discussions with Kyrgyz For-
eign Minister Jeenbek Kulubaev
and Polish Foreign Minister Ra-
doslaw Sikorski also touched
on the wider regional crisis.
With Sikorski, Araghchi warned

G

against linking the Ukraine con-
flict to developments in West
Asia, urging European govern-
ments to address security chal-
lenges on their own continent
while taking positions on re-
gional developments based on
international law.

Iran-Europe relations

Relations with European gov-
ernments formed another major
thread of Araghchi’s meetings.

During talks with British For-
eign Secretary Edward Miliband,
Araghchi criticized Britain’s po-
litical and military support for
Israel and called on London and
other European governments to
reconsider policies contributing
to instability in West Asia.

The two sides also discussed
Iran’s nuclear program. Araghchi
reiterated Tehran’s stated pref-
erence for resolving outstand-

, Hormuz and Ira

ing issues through diplomacy
and criticized Britain, France and
Germany over their positions
concerning the so-called snap-
back mechanism and the US-Is-
raeli military campaign against
Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Similar concerns were raised
in Araghchi’s meetings with the
foreign ministers of Spain and
Cyprus. He called on European
governments to base their poli-
cies toward Iran and the region
on international law and avoid
‘alignment with parties respon-
sible for aggression!

Palestine and wider regional
conflict

The Palestinian issue was
central to Araghchi’s discus-
sions with Brunei’'s Foreign
Minister Abdul Mateen ibni Has-
sanal Bolkiah, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty and Jor-
danian Foreign Minister Ayman

n-EU ties

Safadi.

Araghchi called for great-
er coordination among Islamic
countries and a more active role
for the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in addressing the
situation in Gaza, the West Bank
and Al-Quds. He also empha-
sized the need to support Pal-
estinian self-determination and
efforts toward establishing an
independent Palestinian state.

With Abdelatty, Araghchi dis-
cussed strengthening bilateral
coordination alongside regional
developments, while his meet-
ing with Safadi focused on re-
gional security and cooperation
between Iran and Jordan.

Russia, Pakistan and regional
diplomacy

Araghchi and Lavrov also
reviewed political, econom-
ic, trade, transportation and
energy cooperation between
Iran and Russia, as well as co-
ordination within international
organizations. Lavrov reiterat-
ed Moscow’s opposition to ‘US
and Israeli military aggression
against Iran’ and emphasized
adherence to international law
and the UN Charter.

In New York, Araghchi also
held talks with Pakistani For-
eign Minister Mohammad Ishaq
Dar on bilateral relations and re-
gional developments. The meet-
ing came as Pakistan was pur-
suing a mediating role between
Iran and the United States.

Colombia cuts diplomatic ties with Iran under
‘influence of US and Zionist regime’

By staff writer

TEHRAN — In a move that underscores a
dramatic retreat from independent diplo-
macy toward subservience to the US region-
al agenda, Colombia’s newly inaugurated
right-wing administration has unilaterally
severed diplomatic ties with Iran.

The decision, enacted by President Abe-
lardo de la Espriella on September 19, marks
a sharp departure from the balanced, mul-
tipolar foreign policy pursued under for-
mer President Gustavo Petro. While Bogota
has framed the move under the guise of
“hemispheric national security,” diplomatic
observers view the measure as a choreo-
graphed political concession aimed at curry-
ing favor with the United States and demon-
strating alignment with its policies.

In an effort to rationalize its decision,
the Colombian Foreign Ministry released a
statement accusing Iran of maintaining con-
nections with “narco-terrorist groups that
threaten the security of the country.”

Yet, as with similar anti-lran rhetoric re-
cycled in Washington and Tel Aviv, Bogota
failed to present a shred of credible evi-
dence, intelligence briefing, or verifiable
data to substantiate its sweeping accusa-
tions.

Tehran fires back: ‘Hypocritical deflection’

Reacting swiftly to Bogota’s hostile pos-
turing, the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs issued an official statement on Friday,
categorically rejecting Colombia’s unfound-
ed allegations and condemning the abrupt
rupture of bilateral diplomatic relations that
span more than half a century.

The ministry stated in a statement that
Bogota’s baseless accusations and simul-
taneous severance of diplomatic ties violate
the foundational principle of mutual respect
and run counter to the interests of both na-
tions.

“It is evident that none of the claims put
forward by the Colombian government to
justify this decision are valid or logical,” the
statement emphasized, noting that the de-
cision was adopted “solely under the direct
influence of the United States and the Zion-
ist regime.”

Turning the spotlight onto Bogota’s own
deep-seated domestic crisis, the statement
underscored that Colombia—which, by un-
deniable evidence, remains heavily influ-
enced by illicit drug production and distribu-
tion cartels and effectively operates as part
of the transnational narco-terrorism net-
work across the Americas and beyond—is
in no moral or legal position to lecture other
sovereign states on terrorism and narcotics.

The ministry further stressed that such
“hypocritical deflection cannot absolve the

Colombian government of its international
responsibility” regarding its complicity in
the trafficking of massive narcotics ship-
ments worldwide, including to Iran.

Highlighting a recent high-profile case,
the ministry revealed that Iranian law en-
forcement seized a 55-kilogram shipment
of pure Colombian cocaine in Tehran in Sep-
tember, which had been directly trafficked
into the country by a network linked to in-
fluential Colombian figures. It described the
seizure as one of the latest exposed cases of
transnational organized crime attributed to
Colombian networks.

The statement noted that rather than
resorting to a hasty and hostile diplomat-
ic rupture, relevant Colombian authorities
were expected, under their international
legal obligations, to cooperate with Iran in
identifying the primary elements involved in
trafficking this illicit consignment and sim-
ilar shipments to Iran and the wider region.

The ministry concluded by warning that
Iran reserves the right to take necessary
measures in defense of its national inter-
ests in response to Bogota’s unjustified and
hostile stance.

Strategic absurdity and logical fallacies

Tehran’s firm response highlights what
political analysts describe as glaring logical
fallacies and strategic absurdity behind Bo-
gota’s claims.

First, there is the deeply flawed narra-
tive regarding counter-narcotics. The in-
sinuation that Iran—a nation that sits on
the frontline of global counter-narcotics
efforts and has sacrificed thousands of se-
curity personnel in combating transnational
drug cartels originating from South Asia—
would align itself with Latin American drug
syndicates defies strategic logic. Tehran’s
comprehensive counter-narcotics record
is routinely acknowledged by international
organizations, including the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Bogo-
ta’s attempt to project its own decades-long
struggle with organized crime onto an ex-
ternal actor thousands of kilometers away
is widely seen as an expedient deflection.

Second, regarding the instrumentaliza-
tion of “hemispheric security,” this phrase
is historically synonymous with the Monroe
Doctrine—a framework long used to justify
external interference in the sovereign af-
fairs of Latin American nations. By invoking
this outdated paradigm without tangible
proof, the De la Espriella government is sim-
ply parroting long-debunked talking points
crafted by hawkish think-tanks in Washing-
ton to justify isolating independent nations
in the Global South.

Bogota further sought to legitimize its

unilateral rupture by dragging extra-region-
al geopolitical disputes into bilateral affairs,
lambasting Tehran for allegedly “blocking
maritime traffic in the Strait of Hormuz” and
“attacking countries in the Middle East.”

This claim completely reverses cause and
effect, ignoring basic realities in West Asian
waters.

As a guarantor of maritime security, Iran
has historically served as the primary an-
chor of peace, stability, and navigation secu-
rity in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hor-
muz. Iranian naval forces have consistently
safeguarded commercial shipping lanes
against piracy and unauthorized foreign
military incursions. Accusations of “blocking
traffic” deliberately ignore that any security
measures enforced by Iran are fully ground-
ed in international maritime law, innocent
passage regulations, and the sovereign
right to defend its territorial waters against
unilateral foreign provocations.

Furthermore, regarding legitimate de-
terrence versus foreign hegemony, framing
Iran’s defensive posture as aggression fun-
damentally misrepresents the regional dy-
namic. The root cause of regional instability
in West Asia is not Iran’s defensive capabil-
ities, but the destabilizing military footprint
of the United States and Israel’s unchecked
aggression. Iran’s military actions—carried
out in full accordance with Article 51 of the
United Nations Charter regarding the inher-
ent right of legitimate self-defense—have
been calculated, targeted responses to ille-
gal strikes on its diplomatic premises, ter-
ritorial sovereignty, and national interests.
Equating Iran’s defensive deterrence with
unprovoked aggression reveals Bogota’s un-
critical adoption of Western talking points.

While the Colombian government noted it
will maintain consular channels with Tehran,
the abrupt severing of full diplomatic ties
reflects an administration eager to disman-
tle sovereign South-South cooperation in
exchange for short-term political alignment
with external patrons.



Pezeshkian uses UNGA meetings to press
for diplomacy, and regional stability

From Page 1 » Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Ban-
gladeshi Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, Swiss President Guy
Parmelin and European Council
President Antonio Costa.

Across the meetings, the Ira-
nian president placed particular
emphasis on diplomacy as the
means of resolving disputes,
while arguing that pressure, uni-
lateral measures and military
force cannot provide a durable
basis for regional security.

Diplomacy and search for a
way out of regional tensions

The meeting with Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre
focused on the continuing insta-
bility in West Asia and the need
to prevent further escalation.
Pezeshkian called for interna-
tional efforts to reduce tensions
and create conditions for the
restoration of regional security,
stressing that disputes should
be addressed through dialogue,
international law and respect for
national sovereignty.

Stgre expressed concern about
continuing instability, and partic-
ularly the potential international
consequences of insecurity in the
Strait of Hormuz. He also voiced
support for diplomatic efforts
aimed at reducing tensions.

A similar emphasis emerged
from Pezeshkian’s meeting with
Swiss President Guy Parmelin.
The Iranian president said recent
US and Israeli military actions
against Iran, including attacks
on infrastructure and civilian fa-
cilities, were contrary to interna-
tional law and humanitarian prin-
ciples. He nevertheless stressed
Tehran's readiness to develop
relations with other countries
based on mutual respect, sover-
eign equality and shared inter-
ests.

Parmelin highlighted Switzer-
land’s experience in diplomatic
initiatives and its role as a pro-
tecting power for US interests
in Iran, expressing his country’s
readiness to maintain diplomatic
contacts. The two sides agreed
on the importance of political and
diplomatic mechanisms to pre-
vent another escalation.

Dialogue with Europe
Pezeshkian's meetings with

European officials also addressed
the future of relations between
Iran and Europe.

In his meeting with Dutch Prime
Minister Rob Jetten, the Iranian
president said Tehran remained
open to dialogue but maintained
that the United States must hon-
or its commitments if diplomacy
is to make meaningful progress.
He argued that previous rounds
of negotiations had repeatedly
been followed by developments
that disrupted the diplomatic
process and ultimately contribut-
ed to war.

Jetten stressed the need for
practical mechanisms to over-
come existing obstacles in bi-
lateral relations and identified
maritime security in the Strait of
Hormuz as one of the issues re-
quiring diplomatic attention.

Pezeshkian took a more critical
line in his meeting with European
Council President Antonio Costa,
arguing that European govern-
ments had diminished their ability
to influence international devel-
opments by aligning themselves
with US policies toward Iran.

He specifically criticized Eu-
ropean positions on the snap-
back mechanism and the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), saying Tehran expected
Europe to pursue a more inde-
pendent approach.

On regional security, Pezeshki-
an argued that security should ul-
timately be ensured by the coun-
tries of the region, rather than
through external intervention.

Relations with neighbors and
regional partners
The Iranian president’s meet-

ing with Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif centered on bi-

lateral cooperation and regional
diplomacy. The two leaders re-
viewed the implementation of ex-
isting agreements and discussed
developments affecting regional
security, including the Strait of
Hormuz and the Arabian Penin-
sula.

Pezeshkian praised Pakistan’s
diplomatic efforts to support
regional peace and stability and
called for continued consulta-
tions to prevent conflicts from
widening. Sharif, for his part, re-
affirmed Islamabad’s readiness
to play a constructive role in re-
gional diplomacy and highlighted
the importance of the Islamabad
memorandum of understanding.

With Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam, Pezeshkian dis-
cussed Lebanon’s sovereignty
and stability as well as the con-
sequences of Israeli attacks. He
reaffirmed Iran’s support for an
independent and stable Lebanon
and said Tehran favored regional
cooperation and dialogue while
respecting the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states.

Salam outlined Beirut’s priori-
ties, including an end to the Israeli
occupation of Lebanese territory,
the cessation of attacks and the
strengthening of the Lebanese
state’s authority.

Pezeshkian also met Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
with the two sides focusing on ac-
celerating the implementation of
bilateral agreements, particularly
those concerning regional transit
routes. Both leaders stressed the
importance of translating exist-
ing understandings into practical
cooperation.

Expanding economic and bi-
lateral cooperation

Economic diplomacy was an-
other component of Pezeshkian’s
meetings. In talks with Bangla-
deshi Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, the two sides discussed
expanding economic relations
and agreed on the importance of
convening the sixth Iran-Bang|a-
desh Joint Economic Commission.

Pezeshkian described the re-
lationship with Bangladesh as
possessing considerable poten-
tial for broader cooperation, while
Rahman praised Iran’s assistance
to Bangladeshi nationals during
the recent crisis.

Themeeting also addressed the
wider regional situation. Pezesh-
kian reiterated that Iran would
not yield to pressure but would
continue engaging international-
ly on the basis of mutual respect
and constructive relations.

A consistent diplomatic mes-
sage

Taken together, Pezeshkian’s
meetings in New York presented
a consistent diplomatic message:
Iran is seeking engagement with
neighboring states, European
governments and other interna-
tional partners while opposing
‘coercion, unilateralism and mili-
tary pressure.

The meetings also highlighted
Tehran’s effort to connect region-
al security with diplomacy, argu-
ing that lasting stability requires
respect for national sovereignty,
dialogue and regional mecha-
nisms rather than externally im-
posed security arrangements.

At the same time, Pezeshkian
used his encounters with Euro-
pean officials to press for a re-
assessment of Europe’s position
toward Iran, particularly over the
nuclear issue and its relationship
with Washington, while meetings
with neighboring and regional
states focused more heavily on
practical cooperation, transit,
bilateral agreements and mech-
anisms for containing regional
tensions.

The breadth of the meetings —
spanning Europe, South and West
Asia and the Caucasus — under-
scored the Iranian president’s ef-
fort at the UN gathering to keep
diplomatic channels open while
advancing Tehran’s positions on
the regional conflict and the fu-
ture of its international relations.

Xi’s landmark US visit advances China’s vision for

Tehran-Washington dialogue and global stability

From Page 1 » steering ma-
jor-power  dynamics toward
peaceful coexistence, and active-
ly reshaping global governance
toward a more just, balanced,
and inclusive world order.

During his meeting with Pres-
ident Donald Trump at the White
House on Thursday, the Chinese
president discussed a wide range
of issues, including the ongoing
conflict in West Asia.

Xi expressed hope that the
United States and Iran will
promptly return to the path of
dialogue and negotiation. He
reiterated China’s firm support
for both sides returning to the
Islamabad memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU). The Chinese
leader also voiced optimism that
the two nations will ultimately
reach a comprehensive agree-
ment covering the nuclear file
and other pertinent matters to
achieve lasting peace at an early
date. Xi highlighted Beijing’s con-
structive role in easing tensions
and de-escalating crises. He
added that China has consistent-
ly encouraged all relevant parties
to remain committed to peaceful
resolutions and sustain diplo-
matic momentum.

The MoU, signed virtually be-
tween Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Trump on June
17, was intended to bolster the
April 8 ceasefire that paused
the US-Israeli military campaign

launched on February 28. How-
ever, in clear violation of the
interim agreement, the US con-
tinued its aerial bombardment
across southern Iran. Since the
outbreak of hostilities, China has
consistently championed dia-
logue as the only viable path to
ending the conflict.

Speaking at the 18th BRICS
Summit in the Indian capital on
September 12, President Xi em-
phasized that “China will work
with fellow BRICS members to
play a due role in bringing peace
and tranquility” to the Middle
East and the Persian Gulf region.

Earlier, on September 2, during
talks with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah EL-Sisi in Cairo,
President Xi articulated a four-
point vision for a new security
architecture in the Middle East
centered on common, compre-
hensive, cooperative, and sus-
tainable security. This initiative
builds on the four-point peace
proposal for the Middle East that
he put forward in April, which
advocated for peaceful coex-
istence, respect for territorial
sovereignty, adherence to inter-
national law, and the synergistic
coordination of development and
security. Both initiatives have
been warmly welcomed by senior
Iranian leadership.

Xi’s calls for restoring peace
and stability to the Middle East
reflect a broader commitment

to advancing global peace in the
service of humanity.

In the White House meeting,
President Xi stressed that Chi-
na-US relations should “achieve
mutual benefit and win-win re-
sults through practical coopera-
tion,” underscoring that such an
approach benefits not only the
people of both nations but the
entire global community. These
remarks align directly with Bei-
jing’s overarching vision of build-
ing a community with a shared
future for mankind.

President Xi's state visit to
the United States has captured
global headlines and command-
ed worldwide attention. Trump’s
decision to personally welcome
President Xi upon his tarmac
arrival on  Wednesday—de-
parting from standard proto-
col rather than waiting at the

White House—testifies to the
profound esteem accorded to
China’s leader on his first visit to
the US in over a decade. The un-
precedented reception extended
to President Xi reflects the in-
ternational recognition of China’s
robust governance model and its
enduring contributions to human
progress.

Ultimately, President Xi’s vis-
it represents a transformative
milestone for contemporary di-
plomacy. China’s institutional
strength and diplomatic philos-
ophy present a compelling para-
digmanchored in mutual respect,
sovereignty, equitable develop-
ment, and a shared future for all
humanity—a vision the interna-
tional community must engage
with earnest resolve.
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Security complex anew: Iran’s venture
into a new architecture

Sajjad Farokhipour

QOM - The war that began with the U.S.-Is-
raeli attack on Iran has done more than de-
stroy military targets and redraw the map of
immediate threats. It has exposed the fragility
of the security architecture that has governed
the Middle East for decades.

The old order built around American mili-
tary presence, Israeli military superiority, and
the political alignment of several Arab states
with Washington has lost much of its previous
certainty. A new regional security complex is
therefore emerging which is unmistakably dif-
ferent from the order that existed before the
war and is particularly promising for Iran.

The central question for Tehran is no longer
simply whether it can resist the pressure but
whether Iran can transform the strategic con-
sequences of that resistance into a durable
regional order that better serves its national
interests. Thus, a new security complex is via-
ble in light of the following dimensions:

The most important transformation con-
cerns the distribution of power. For decades,
the Persian Gulf security system operated
largely within an American-centered struc-
ture. Arab governments depended heavily
on American military power, American bases
constituted the backbone of deterrence, and
Israel functioned as Washington’s principal
regional military partner. Even when Arab
states disagreed with Washington, they gen-
erally operated within the limits of this secu-
rity architecture.

The war has challenged this assumption.
Iran demonstrated that American military in-
stallations in the region are proved liabilities
rather than security guarantees. The very bas-
es intended to protect the Persian Gulf states
turned them into potential targets. Iran’s re-
taliation reached Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, the
UAE, Jordan, and other locations hosting U.S.
military assets. This meant something conse-
quential: the political value of American pro-
tection has radically become less certain.

The Persian Gulf states are therefore look-
ing for greater strategic autonomy. Pakistan
and Turkey become more important as alter-
native security partners, while Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, and other Arab states increasingly
calculate their security according to their own
national interests rather than simply accord-
ing to Washington’s regional preferences. This
means the emergence of a more competitive
and multipolar regional structure. For Iran,
this is an opportunity, but only if Tehran un-
derstands that multi-polarity requires diplo-
macy as much as military power.

The second transformation concerns prox-
imity. One of the principal assumptions of the
previous security order was that the United
States could project overwhelming power into
Iran’s immediate neighborhood. The war has
complicated that assumption.

In the Caucasus, the strategic environ-
ment surrounding Iran appears less threat-
ening than it did before the conflict. Turkey
has demonstrated greater caution than a
straightforward alignment with the U.S-Is-
raeli camp would have suggested, while Azer-
baijan’s relationship with Israel has become
considerably more sensitive in the new envi-
ronment.

This matters because Iran’s security dilem-
ma has historically been multidirectional. Teh-
ran has had to watch the Persian Gulf, Irag, the
Levant, Afghanistan, and the Caucasus simul-
taneously. A reduction in immediate pressure
along one of these fronts creates strategic
breathing space. Iran should therefore resist
the temptation to treat the Caucasus merely
as another battlefield of confrontation. The
opportunity is to convert this reduced threat
environment into a diplomatic belt of stability
around its northern frontier.

Perhaps the most profound change is not
military but conceptual. Before the war, re-
gional competition was heavily organized
around political influence, ideological rivalry,
Iran’s regional networks, the Yemen conflict,
and the struggle over leadership in the Mus-
lim world. The war has elevated another issue
above many of these concerns, i.e., economic
survival. For Saudi Arabia, the security of oil
infrastructure, maritime routes, investment,
Vision 2030, and economic diversification has
become inseparable from national security.
The closure and disruption of the Strait of
Hormuz demonstrated precisely how vulner-

B S Z b

able an economic transformation strategy
could be when regional military competition
threatens energy infrastructure and maritime
trade.

This creates an unexpected opening for
Iran. Iran does not need Saudi Arabia to be-
come its ally. It needs Saudi Arabia to recog-
nize that permanent confrontation with Iran is
incompatible with Saudi economic ambitions.
This distinction is crucial. A Saudi Arabia pri-
marily concerned with protecting its economy
is a Saudi Arabia with incentives to negotiate
with Tehran.

The same logic helps explain the growing
divergence between Riyadh and Abu Dhabi.
Their differences over Yemen, oil policy, Israel,
and regional security have become increas-
ingly visible, demonstrating that the Persian
Gulf is not a single strategic actor. Iran’s op-
portunity is therefore not to divide the Persian
Gulf through confrontation, but to encourage
aregional security logic in which economic in-
terdependence becomes more valuable than
permanent military alignment with Washing-
ton.

The war has also altered the region’s pat-
terns of amity and enmity. At the govern-
mental level, Iran’s attacks on Arab territories
hosting U.S. military assets generated anger
and divergence. Tehran does not ignore this
reality because any attempt to build a new
security order while disregarding Arab per-
ceptions would be strategically wrong. Iran’s
diplomatic endeavor amid the conflict showed
its regional concern and responsibility for
neighbors. Nevertheless, another process has
occurred at the societal level. Iran’s direct mil-
itary resistance to the United States and Israel
has changed perceptions among segments of
Arab and Muslim public opinion.

Whatever their governments’ disagree-
ments with Tehran, many communities in-
terpreted Iran’s resistance as evidence that
American and Israeli dominance over Muslims
is far from correct. This creates an important
ideational opportunity for Iran. The Axis of
Resistance may have suffered organizational
and material setbacks, particularly in Leb-
anon, but the broader idea of resistance has
not necessarily weakened. Indeed, the war has
strengthened its symbolic appeal among pop-
ulations that view the existing regional order
as dominated by external powers. If Tehran
wants Arab governments to accept a new re-
gional balance, it must translate the core idea
of resistance into the broader proposition of
regional sovereignty, strategic autonomy,
economic security, and freedom from exter-
nal domination. That would be much easier for
Arab states to embrace.

The military balance also presents Iran with
both opportunities and challenges. The war
demonstrated that Iran possesses consider-
able capabilities for imposing costs on U.S. re-
gional assets and disrupting the assumptions
underlying the existing security architecture.
At the same time, the conflict exposed some
Iranian vulnerabilities, particularly in infra-
structure and air defense, for each of them
Iran needs to find a feasible solution to se-
curely project its new role in the region.

Perhaps the most important question is
who will manage regional security after the
war. The United States has historically acted
as the external custodian of the Persian Gulf
security system. However, the war has under-
mined the proposition that American bases
necessarily make their host countries safer.
In fact, several Persian Gulf governments now
increasingly view the U.S. military presence
through a double lens: it provides protection,
but it can also make them targets. This, at
least, means that America’s custodianship has
become contestable. Iran, however, should not
assume that the decline of American credibil-
ity automatically produces Iranian dominance.
The emerging system may instead be charac-
terized by multiple centers of coercive power.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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New rigs added to drilling fleet as
South Pars output rises

TEHRAN- The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas
Company said: Three new rigs have been
added to the country’s drilling fleet, an
action that is an important investment for
developing drilling capacity and acceler-
ating the implementation of development
projects.

According to Mehr News Agency, Touraj
Dehghani, in a meeting with the CEO and
board members of the National Iranian Oil
Company, referred to the production per-
formance of Pars Oil and Gas Company and
said: “Over the past two years, 30 million
cubic meters have been added to the sta-
bilized rich gas production capacity from
the South Pars shared field. This increase
in capacity is the result of development and
completion activities in the Phase 11 devel-
opment plan, infill work, and the comple-
tion of 35-month projects.”

According to Pars Oil and Gas Company,
he added: “In the same period, relying on
the capacities created and the continuous
efforts of all parts of the company, a daily
production record of 730 million cubic me-
ters of gas was registered in South Pars,
which shows the continuation of develop-
ment and operational activities to maintain
and increase production capacity from this
shared field”

The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas Company
also reported a significant increase in the
drilling fleet in the company’s projects and
said: “The number of active rigs of this
company has increased from four to 13”

Dehghani added: “With the support of the
Minister of Oil and the National Iranian Oil
Company, three new rigs have been added
to the country’s drilling fleet. This action
is considered an important investment for
developing drilling capacities and acceler-
ating the implementation of development
projects in the Persian Gulf and maintain-
ing gas production from the South Pars
field”

He considered the realization of these
achievements to be the result of the ef-
forts of a broad group of Pars Oil and Gas
Company employees and the support of the
Ministry of Qil and the National Iranian Oil
Company, and stated: “These measures are
the result of synergy and the continuous
efforts of colleagues in various operation-
al, development, and staff sections.”

Dehghani, stating that Pars Oil and Gas

Company is responsible for a significant
part of the oil industry’s tasks in gas pro-
duction in the upstream sector, and that
over the past two years, alongside the
implementation of development and pro-
duction programs, it has also faced condi-
tions caused by war and regional tensions,
added: “Following damage to the Phase 14
refinery of South Pars in the 12-day war
and also to four other refineries during the
Ramadan war, the responsibility for recon-
structing three refining complexes of the
South Pars field was assigned to Pars Qil
and Gas Company. In recent months, the
major part of the company’s focus and ex-
ecutive capacity has been on advancing the
reconstruction operations of these refiner-
ies”

Stating that all missions related to debris
removal and reconstruction are classified
as high-risk activities, he said: “To manage
risks precisely, weekly meetings are held
at the refineries, and the reconstruction
process is being carried out with continu-
ous monitoring of safety requirements and
technical standards.”

The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas Company
said: “In recent months, the company has
faced extensive challenges, but with the
support of senior oil industry managers
and the efforts of the company’s manag-
ers, experts, and employees, this orga-
nization has been able to pursue its mis-
sions seriously. The achievements made
in production, development, drilling, and
reconstruction are the result of the deter-
mination and efforts of employees who, in
difficult conditions, have seriously pursued
their responsibilities and are still working
to maintain production, develop the South
Pars shared field, and carry out the mis-
sions assigned to them in the oil industry.”

Iran’s horticulture development adopts

‘Technology-Driven De
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TEHRAN- According to the findings of
the report “Future Studies of the Role of
Research, Education, and Extension in the
Development of Iran’s Horticulture,” the
“technology-driven development” scenario
was introduced as the proposed path for
the development of Iran’s horticulture in
the horizon of Iranian calendar year 1420
(begins on March 2037).

According to Mehr News Agency, Iran’s
horticulture sector, with an annual pro-
duction of 25 million tons of products and
direct employment of more than 800,000
people, is one of the important pillars of
the country’s agricultural economy, but
it faces challenges including limited wa-
ter resources, declining productivity, and
weakness in the knowledge transfer sys-
tem.

This study was conducted with the aim of
future-studies analysis of the development
of Iran’s horticulture and with emphasis on
the role of agricultural research, education,
and extension, and used data from the Sta-

velopment’ scenario

tistical Center of Iran, the Ministry of Ag-
riculture-Jihad, and the Customs of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to design scenarios.

To quantify the consequences of each
scenario, a Computable General Equilibri-
um (CGE) model, ARIMA time series models,
and Monte Carlo simulation with 10,000 it-
erations were used.

According to the report’s findings, in
the “continuation of the existing trend”
scenario, agricultural sector employment
decreases from 2.07 million people to 1.94
million people, equivalent to a 6 percent
decline. In this scenario, the trade balance
of horticultural products reaches $4.7 bil-
lion.

In the “technology-driven development”
scenario, two key assumptions were con-
sidered: increasing the research budget to
1.5 percent of the agricultural sector’s val-
ue added and achieving 80 percent exten-
sion coverage of beneficiaries.

Based on the modeling performed, in this
scenario, the value added of the horticul-
ture sector increases by 61 percent, and
480,000 new jobs are created in the value
chain. Also, agricultural sector employment
will increase by 26 percent.

Another result of this scenario is a 78
percent improvement in water productivi-
ty, such that water productivity rises from
18.5 to 33 thousand rials per cubic meter.

Horticultural product exports in this
scenario are also estimated at $12 billion,
which is 94 percent more than the “contin-
uation of the existing trend” scenario.

Transport minister inaugurates 281km of
highways, main roads in Sistan-Baluchestan

TEHRAN- With the presence
of the Minister of Transport and
Urban Development, 281 kilome-
ters of highways and main roads
in Sistan-Baluchestan province
were put into operation. Of the
inaugurated projects, 134 kilo-
meters are in the south of the
province, 89 kilometers in the
north, and 58 kilometers on the
North-South Corridor and coast-
al routes of the province.

According to IRNA, the deputy
minister of transport and urban
development said at the ceremo-
ny that inaugurating transport
infrastructure is not merely a
construction measure. He said
that operating 281 kilometers of
main roads and highways in Sis-
tan-Baluchestan increases part
of the province’s economic power
and security.

Houshang Bazvand, while
commemorating Sacred Defense
Week, thanked the Minister of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment for his attention to devel-
oping transport infrastructure in
the province.

Referring to Sistan-Baluches-
tan’s capacities, he said: “With
the measures taken and the gov-
ermor’s follow-up, Sistan-Balu-
chestan can no longer be con-
sidered a remote region today,
and this province has become an
economic and trade gateway for
the country.”

Inaugurating transport in-
frastructure is not just a con-
struction job

The deputy minister of trans-
port and urban development,
referring to the minister’s ap-
proach to infrastructure devel-
opment, added: “Inaugurating
transport infrastructure is not
only the inauguration of a con-
struction project; it is part of
the country’s and the province’s
economic power and also part of
their economic security.”

He continued: “This approach
has been pursued at the national
level, and the experience of war
also showed the importance of
this strategy and of attention to
infrastructure”

The CEO of the Construction
and Development of Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Company also
thanked the performance of the
Directorate General of Transport
and Urban Development of South
Sistan-Baluchestan.

Bazvand, referring to the coun-
try’s coastal corridor, said: “This
corridor extends from Khuzestan
province to Sistan-Baluchestan,
and more than 1116 kilometers of
itis located in Sistan and Baluch-
estan province.”

He also referred to the East-
West Corridor and added: “This
corridor begins at the Mirjaveh
border and, passing through Sis-
tan and Baluchestan, Kerman,
Fars, and Kohgiluyeh-Boyer Ah-
mad provinces, reaches Khuz-
estan.”

The deputy minister, stating
that the physical progress of dif-
ferent parts of these corridors
varies, emphasized the need for
special attention to the coastal
corridor from Jask to Chabahar.

Bazvand, referring to the op-
eration of 281 kilometers of main

roads and highways in the prov-
ince, said: “These 281 kilometers
are not merely the inauguration
of a construction project; they
are part of the province’s eco-
nomic power and security.”

Referring to the minister’s
emphasis that a road is a great
wealth, he added: “Our view must
change from the road as a proj-
ect to the road, then the corridor,
and ultimately the economy.”

The CEO of the Construction
and Development of Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Company
stressed: “Corridors can play a
role in the province’s economy
and security, and operating these
projects increases part of the
province’s economic capacity.”

Bazvand thanked Farzaneh
Sadegh, Minister of Transport
and Urban Development; the
governor of Sistan-Baluchestan;
deputies and directors of the
Ministry of Transport and Urban
Development; the provincial dep-
uty for development; governors;
and all those involved in imple-
menting the projects.

According to IRNA, Sistan-Bal-
uchestan, due to its geograph-
ical expanse, the long distance
between population centers, its
location on important national
and international corridors, ac-
cess to open waters, proximity
to Afghanistan and Pakistan, and
its port, transit, mining, agricul-
tural, tourism, and border trade
capacities, needs a safe, fast,
and standard transport network
more than many other regions of
the country.

In such a large geography, a
highway is not only a construc-
tion project; it is part of the
infrastructure  for economic,
security, social, and territorial
development. Every kilometer of
a four-lane route in Sistan and
Baluchestan can reduce the dis-
tance between production and
market, port and hinterland, city
and village, border and the center
of the country, and even econom-
ic opportunity and population.

A review of the 14th govern-
ment’s two-year performance in
the roads sector of Sistan-Bal-
uchestan shows that the policy
of developing communication
infrastructure in this period has
moved beyond the stage of de-
fining projects and study prom-
ises and has reached the stage of
implementation, completion, and
operation in a significant part.

According to announced sta-
tistics, 59 highway and main road
construction sites are currently
active across the province, with

16 sites operating in the north
and 43 in the south.

These sites have provided em-
ployment for about 6,000 peo-
ple.

The activity of this number of
sites,inadditionto creating direct
employment for executive forces,
has significant indirect effects
on the local economy. The activity
of contractors, heavy machinery,
material supply, transport, tech-
nical services, equipment repair
and maintenance, and the supply
chain of projects activates a set
of dependent economic activities
around construction projects.

From this perspective, highway
projects can also be considered
part of the province’s employ-
ment and economic prosperity
policy.

The governor of Sistan-Balu-
chestan, referring to the com-
pletion of rail-laying operations
for the Chabahar-Zahedan rail-
way, stated: “Rail laying on the
Chabahar-Iranshahr route has
been completed, and the rail
connection of this area has been
made. Rail-laying operations in
the Chabahar port area have also
been carried out, and the project
has now entered the stage of
completing operations and pre-
paring for operation.”

According to IRNA, Mansour
Bijar said on Thursday during a
visit by Farzaneh Sadegh, Minis-
ter of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, to the Chabahar-Za-
hedan railway project: “After the
special order of the Minister of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, the necessary actions and
plans to accelerate the comple-
tion of the project were placed
on the agenda, and in this re-
gard, the supply of needed tools,
equipment, and machinery for
the project increased.”

He continued: “So far, 60,000
packages of technical equip-
ment, including bolts, springs,
guides, and pads, have been sent
to the sites, and planning has
been done to supply other need-
ed equipment. Also, the number
of project locomotives has in-
creased from one to four, tamp-
ing machines from 2 to 3, and
regulator equipment has also
increased.”

The governor of Sistan-Balu-
chestan, referring to measures
taken to supply the switches
needed for the project, stated:
“Fifty-five switches needed for
the project have been purchased,
28 of which have been sent to the
project so far, and the remaining
27 must be sent before 15 Mehr”

He also announced an increase
in ballast transport and produc-
tion capacity and said: “The num-
ber of ballast transport wagons
has increased from 17 to 70, and
it is planned that this number
will reach 105 wagons within the
next 10 days. Also, daily ballast
production has increased from
1,000 cubic meters to 2,500 cu-
bic meters.”

Bijar, stating that executive
operations in different sections
of the route are being pursued
quickly, said: “So far, 134 kilome-
ters of rail welding and 55 kilo-
meters of second-layer ballast
have been carried out in the Cha-
bahar-Iranshahr area”

Referring to the project’s
progress in the Iranshahr-Khash
area, he added: “Last year,
rail-laying operations on this
route were pursued despite ex-
isting constraints and the dif-
ficult conditions of the region,
and the Khash-Iranshahr section
was also completed, and now it is
possible to use this route.”

The governor of Sistan-Balu-
chestan, referring to the sched-
ule for operating the project,
said: “A schedule has been pre-
pared for the operation of this
project by the end of Dey, and the
remaining actions are being pur-
sued according to this schedule”

Farzaneh Sadegh, Minister of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, visited the Chabahar-Za-
hedan railway project during her
one-day trip to Sistan-Baluches-
tan. With its implementation, the
country’s only oceanic port will
be connected to the national rail
network.

The Chabahar-Zahedan railway
project has a direct length of 630
kilometers, and its length, in-
cluding branch lines, reaches 735
kilometers.

According to  information
about this project, the passenger
transport capacity of the Chaba-
har-Zahedan railway is 2.2 mil-
lion people, and its freight trans-
port capacity is 7.7 million tons.

The project includes 39 tun-
nels with a total length of 17 ki-
lometers, 201 intersections and
special bridges, and about 2,000
culverts.

Also, in implementing the Cha-
bahar-Zahedan railway project,
90,000 tons of domestically pro-
duced rail will be used, and the
project has 33 stations.

The earthworks volume of this
projectis 70 million cubic meters,
and its concrete pouring volume
is 2.5 million cubic meters.

During this one-day trip, the
Minister of Transport and Urban
Development will also partici-
pate in the centralized inaugura-
tion ceremony of projects in the
area of the Construction Compa-
ny and Road Maintenance Orga-
nization, the operation of hous-
ing units for the disadvantaged,
regeneration target projects, and
the inauguration of port projects
in Sistan-Baluchestan province.

A group of deputies of the
Ministry of Transport and Urban
Development accompanied the
minister on this trip.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran’s exports to Armeniarise 7.5% in 7 months on year

TEHRAN- The Director General of the Cen-
tral Asia, Caucasus and Russia Office of the
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran an-
nounced a 7.5% increase in Iran’s exports to
Armenia during the seven months of 2026,
putting the value of goods exported from Iran
to Armenia in that period at $385 million.

According to IRNA, citing the Trade Promo-
tion Organization of Iran, Mehdi Babaei said,
referring to the joint Iranian-Armenian bor-
der and customs meeting held on September
12, in Jolfa, that at the meeting the two sides
stressed the development of customs cooper-
ation and the facilitation of trade between the
two countries.

He described one of the most important

agreements of the meeting as the signing of a
customs green corridor memorandum of un-
derstanding between Iran and Armenia, and
said: “The necessary measures for the elec-
tronic exchange of customs documents and
data, as well as identifying and introducing
authorized operators, will be pursued more
rapidly”

Babaei, emphasizing that the implementa-
tion of these measures can provide the basis
for facilitating and accelerating customs and
transit processes at the two countries’ border,
added: “Based on the agreements reached, if
the desired requirements are met, the truck
reception capacity at the Norduz border can
increase to 300 trucks per day”

The Director General of the Central Asia,
Caucasus and Russia Office of the Trade Pro-
motion Organization of Iran considered the
development of customs infrastructure, elec-
tronic exchange of information, and increased
truck traffic capacity at the Norduz border
as paving the way for trade facilitation and
strengthening Iran-Armenia economic and
transit relations.

The joint Iranian-Armenian border and cus-
toms meeting was held with the presence of
the heads and directors of the customs ad-
ministrations of the two countries, the Ar-
menian ambassador in Tehran, the embassy’s
commercial attaché, and representatives of
relevant bodies of both countries.



A war criminal’s fiction to empty seats

From 77 delegations walking out inside to a high-profile protest outside, Netanyahu faces overwhelming rejection

From page 1 » He asked why
the General Assembly, which
barred apartheid South Africa
inthe 1970s, granted a platform
to a leader facing International
Criminal Court arrest warrants
for war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide.

Asadi cited UN figures
showing Israel dropped over
200,000 tons of explosives on
Gaza, equivalent to 13 Hiroshi-
ma-scale nuclear bombs, while
noting Netanyahu admitted to
tens of thousands of Palestin-
ian casualties.

Dissecting the claims

Netanyahu spent a signifi-
cant portion of his address at-
tempting to refute internation-
al charges.

He labeled accusations of
genocide “the greatest lie of
the century” and insisted Israel
had actually prevented geno-
cide. To support his argument,
he cited the delivery of two
million tons of food, one million
polio vaccinations, and millions
of warning text messages sent
to civilians.

That defense collapses when
examined against international
legal frameworks and indepen-
dent documentation.

Independent UN commis-
sions and the International As-
sociation of Genocide Scholars
have concluded that the pattern
of operations in Gaza meets the
legal threshold for genocide.

Regulating minimal human-
itarian supply deliveries while
maintaining horrendous siege
conditions, widespread bom-
bardment, and the destruc-
tion of medical infrastructure
demonstrates direct control
over civilian survival.

Moving some civilians via text
messages offers no protection
when designated destination
zones lack basic shelter, water,
and security.

Netanyahu also attempted
to minimize rising violence by
Israeli forces and settlers in
the occupied West Bank. He de-
scribed the perpetrators as “a
handful of juvenile delinquents,
numbering around 150, who

-
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Protesters hold anti-Israel rally in New York following Netanyahu's UN speech

throw stones or chop down ol-
ive trees, claiming the annual
death toll was “two or three”

UN Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) data directly contra-
dicts those claims. By July 2026,
settler attacks had killed at
least 18 Palestinians that year.

UN OCHA recorded over 1,600
settler attacks resulting in ca-
sualties or property damage
through September 2026, av-
eraging more than six attacks
per day.

Rights groups have reported
a conviction rate of just 3 per-
cent for settler violence, prov-
ing systemic impunity.

Stunts and public attacks

The address also functioned
as a domestic campaign speech
ahead of upcoming Israeli elec-
tions rather than a diplomatic
initiative.

Netanyahu attacked various
international figures, calling
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan a tyrant, accusing Qa-
tar of funding global anti-Israel
campaigns, and condemning
New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani.

He accused Mamdani of mak-
ing New York “unsafe for Jews.”
Mamdani responded that Net-
anyahu used the UN podium to
repeat baseless lies to sanitize
genocide, emphasizing that no
rhetoric changes the reality of
the ICC warrant.

Qatar similarly rejected the
accusations, stating that shift-

ing global public opinion stems
from citizens witnessing re-
al-time destruction on the
ground rather than external in-
fluence campaigns.

In a widely mocked stunt,
Netanyahu displayed a Star-
link satellite device at the po-
dium. He held up the satellite
dish, saying Starlink “allows
people to access truth, to ex-
ercise choice, to exercise free-
dom of thought and freedom of
speech.”

The gesture rang hollow. Is-
rael has spent years systemat-
ically blacking out Gaza’s com-
munications, cutting electricity
and internet while barring in-
dependent foreign reporters
from the Strip.

The Committee to Protect
Journalists recorded that Israe-
li forces killed more than 260
journalists and media workers
across West Asia since October
2023, more than 191 of them
Palestinians in Gaza alone,
making Israel responsible for
more journalist deaths than any
regime or government CPJ has
recorded since 1992.

CPJ data show Israel respon-
sible for two-thirds of the re-
cord 129 press deaths world-
wide in 2025 and the bulk of
confirmed targeted murders of
journalists in recent years. No
other military comes close.

At the same time, Israel has
poured more than a billion dol-
lars into manipulative hasbara
influence operations since late

2023, funding U.S. lobbying
firms, conservative influenc-
ers, evangelical outreach, so-
cial-media amplification and
efforts to shape Al responses,
all aimed at managing Western
opinion while the cameras stay
out of Gaza.

Following the speech, Israe-
i Ambassador Danny Danon
approached Iranian diplomat
Nasser Asadi to hand over the
terminal while making com-
ments about regime change.
Asadi looked away and refused
to engage.

Hafez Hakami, Iran’s Deputy
Minister at the Ministry of In-
formation and Communications
Technology, addressed the
Starlink provocation directly:
“The weaponization of technol-
ogy has reached anew record —
now the butcher of Gaza is pro-
moting Starlink! Starlink now
faces its toughest reputational
test: being publicly champi-
oned by those behind the Gaza
catastrophe.  Communication
networks must remain neutral
- serving civilians, never a tool
of war or terror”

Mass arrests on First Ave-
nue

While Netanyahu spoke in-
side, civil unrest filled the
streets of Manhattan.

Organizers from Jewish Voice
for Peace staged a sit-in on
First Avenue outside UN head-
quarters. Roughly 200 protest-
ers wearing matching white
shirts reading “Fund people not
bombs” blocked traffic while
chanting against military aid to
Israel.

New York police arrested 103
demonstrators, including Os-
car-winning actor Susan Saran-
don, actor Hannah Einbinder,
City Council member Chi Osse,
and congressional candidate
Darializa Avila Chevalier.

The contrast was stark. Out-
side, peaceful protesters were
handcuffed for opposing war
crimes. Inside, a leader wanted
by international courts used the
UN rostrum to justify military
aggression, greeted only by row
after row of vacant desks.

8 sailors assigned to USS Abraham Lincoln attempted

suicide, Navy tells Congress

Trump and War Minister Hegseth had dismissed suicide attempts as ‘fake news’

Eight US Navy personnel assigned to
the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier
attempted suicide during a period that in-
cluded when the ships undertook combat
operations in the war against Iran and the
carrier set a modern record for its time at
sea, according to a letter from the service’s
acting secretary, which was obtained by
CNN.

Acting Navy Secretary Hung Cao revealed
the number, which has not been previously
reported and covers crew members from
several ships that travel together, including
the carrier, in written responses to ques-
tions posed by Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand about
the morale and mental health of the USS

Abraham Lincoln’s crew. Cao wrote that
no service members had killed themselves
during the deployment.

“Since the beginning of Lincoln’s deploy-
ment, there have been a total of eight sui-
cide attempts across the strike group,” Cao
wrote to Gillibrand, a Democrat and mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Services, in a let-
ter dated Tuesday. “This number includes
the Lincoln crew and sailors from the car-
rier airwing, strike group and destroyer
squadron staff, escorting destroyers and
all embarked aviation squadrons.”

Between 6,000 and 7,000 US Navy sail-
ors were deployed as part of the Lincoln

strike group across roughly a half dozen
ships — with the carrier kept out of port
for over six months while conducting a high
rate of combat operations against Iran.

“Eight attempted suicides is incredibly
high,” one US military official told CNN,
noting recent carrier strike group deploy-
ments have had one or two per year. “The
strain of combat ops is much higher than
normal deployments. No port calls, con-
stant alerts, etc”

The Navy did not respond ahead of publi-
cation to a request for comment about the
letter.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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NAZA, off screen

From page 1 »
What does NAZA mean?

NAZA comes from x-11, an acronym for
nezek agavi (axx pri), literally “collater-
al damage,” an expression incorporated
into Israeli military language. In planning
certain attacks, the military apparatus
makes a prior estimate of the civilian ca-
sualties the operation could cause. The
so-called “NAZA number” expresses that
forecast: how many civilians could die as
a consequence of the attack before it is
authorized. Put simply, the calculation
begins with the identification of a tar-
get, intelligence about the people who
are inside it or in its vicinity, and the an-
ticipated effects of the munition. NAZA,
therefore, is neither artificial intelligence
nor software: it is a military concept and
calculation. New technologies may play a
role in identifying and assessing targets,
but the term predates them. To trace its
origins, we have to go back more than
two decades. Ronen Bergman, an Israe-
li journalist specializing in intelligence,
explains in Rise and Kill First: The Secret
History of Israel's Targeted Assassina-
tions that during the Second Intifada,
civilian deaths caused in targeted killing
operations began to be referred to as
nezek agavi, “collateral damage,” an ex-
pression that over time was condensed
into the acronym NAZA.

From inside the system

Retired lieutenant colonel and former
Israeli Military Intelligence member Sarit
Zehavi says that nearly twenty years ago
she took part in developing procedures
designed to warn and monitor the evac-
uation of civilian populations, as well as
in target-approval processes. Her public
intervention is particularly revealing in
relation to one of the figures associated
with NAZA: 500. Zehavi maintains that
“NAZA 500” does not mean an automatic
authorization to kill five hundred civil-
ians, but rather a prior estimate of poten-
tial harm that should lead to measures to
reduce it through evacuations, changes
in munitions, or even cancellation of the
attack.

But the problem posed by NAZA goes
beyond the existence of the calculation
itself: what happens when the number
of civilians expected to die increases and
the attack is nevertheless authorized?
The question took on another dimension
after October 7, 2023. An investigation
by The New York Times reported that the
Israeli military loosened certain rules of
engagement and, in some operations,
allowed the risk of killing up to 20 civil-
ians even when targeting lower-ranking
combatants. The procedure, however,
predates this period. Testimonies from
Israeli soldiers collected by Breaking the
Silence after the 2014 Gaza offensive
describe categories of nezek agavi—col-
lateral damage—classified into levels 0,
1, and 2. One of those testimonies makes
a fundamental point: those levels did not
count buildings or material damage. They
counted human lives.

NAZA is not the only mechanism in-
volved in target selection. In recent years,
other tools used by Israeli intelligence
have become known. Habsora (The Gos-

Lebanon’s silenced voice
Diplomacy in Lebanon is growing quieter in face of Israeli relentless aggression

in international corridors.
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A FILM BY YUVAL ABRAHAM & RACHEL SZOR

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
CIVILIAN LIVES BECOME A NUMBER
CALCULATED BEFORE AN ATTACK?

A film about war, military decision-making, 2
collateral damage, and the human lives
hidden behind the numbers.

pel) processes large amounts of infor-
mation to help identify possible physical
targets, such as buildings or infrastruc-
ture. Lavender focuses on individuals,
generating assessments of their pos-
sible links to armed organizations. And
Where’s Daddy?, the name attributed by
intelligence sources to a tracking sys-
tem, was reportedly used to locate pre-
viously identified individuals, including
when they were in their homes. NAZA
serves a different function: it estimates
the anticipated collateral damage before
an attack. It does not determine who the
target is, but how many civilians could be
affected by striking it. These tools do not
necessarily operate together or in every
operation, but they reveal different stag-
es of the same architecture: identify, lo-
cate, calculate the damage, and decide
whether to strike.

Designing death

The precedent appears in This Is How
We Fought in Gaza: Soldiers’ Testimonies
and Photographs from Operation “Pro-
tective Edge” (2014), a report published
in 2015 by the Israeli organization Break-
ing the Silence (Shovrim Shtika), which
brings together testimonies from more
than sixty Israeli soldiers and officers
who took part in Operation Protective
Edge in 2014. Among them, testimony 109
is particularly revealing. At the end, the
interviewer asks whether that collateral
damage also included material destruc-
tion. The answer is no: the levels referred
exclusively to human lives. NAZA there-
fore begins long before a bomb falls on
Gaza. It begins in that space cinema can
almost never show: a room, a screen, a
set of data, a number, and someone who
ultimately decides. What we will later see
as an image—a destroyed building, bod-
ies, survivors—had already existed before
in another form: as a calculation. Perhaps
that is where the power of the title and
the film lies: bringing into the frame what
had remained off screen. Behind the ab-
straction of “collateral damage,” behind
every level and every number, lies some-
thing that technical language turns into a
figure: human lives.

From page 1 »That raises a far
more uncomfortable question for
us as Lebanese, especially the
Southerners: where is Beirut's
voice?

At a time when Israeli aggression
goes unabated in Lebanon, with
airspace violations, bombardment,
demolitions, troop movements and
repeated breaches of Lebanon’s
sovereignty documented by the
United Nations, the most striking
feature of Lebanon’s international
presence is not the absence of ev-
idence—it is the weakness of the
official voice defending that evi-
dence.

This is where the silence of the
Lebanese government, and partic-
ularly the performance expected

from its Foreign Ministry, becomes
a political question rather than a
matter of diplomatic style.

Diplomacy is not merely the pro-
duction of carefully worded state-
ments, nor is the foreign minister’s
role limited to attending meetings,
exchanging courtesies and repeat-
ing familiar formulations.

When a country’s sovereignty is
being violated, diplomacy is sup-
posed to turn facts into political
pressure, violations into interna-
tional accountability, and national
grievances into an issue that the
world cannot conveniently ignore.

Lebanon already possesses the
language of international law.
United Nations records themselves
document continuing Israeli viola-

tions of Lebanese sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

So what exactly prevents Beirut
from turning this documented re-
ality into a sustained diplomatic
campaign?

The problem is not a shortage
of diplomatic vocabulary. Lebanon
knows how to say “condemnation,”
“sovereignty,” “territorial integri-
ty,” “international law” and “Reso-
lution 1701

The problem is whether these
words are being deployed as in-
struments of political confronta-
tion or merely recited as diplomatic
formalities.

A state under attack cannot af-

ford to behave as though its princi-
pal concern is avoiding discomfort

It cannot allow the aggressor’s
narrative to circulate freely while
its own narrative remains buried
in technical statements and pro-
cedural correspondence. It cannot
surrender the visual, political and
moral dimensions of its national
tragedy to the language of bureau-
cracy.

The contrast becomes particu-
larly sharp at the United Nations,
where political symbolism mat-
ters. The international arena is not
simply a place where governments
read prepared texts. It is also a
battlefield of narratives, legitimacy
and public memory. A country that
has villages under bombardment,
displaced civilians, destroyed in-

frastructure and repeated viola-
tions of its territory possesses
material with which to confront the
international community directly
and relentlessly.

Lebanon should therefore be
asking uncomfortable questions:

— Where is the sustained diplo-
matic campaign documenting ev-
ery violation?

— Where are the maps, images,
testimonies and legal files being
placed before international audi-
ences?

— Where is the systematic effort
to force governments, media orga-
nizations and international institu-
tions to confront the consequences
of violations against Lebanese ter-
ritory?

— Whereis the political language
that names the problem clearly
rather than allowing it to disappear
beneath the vocabulary of “ten-
sions” and “escalation”?

The United Nations itself has
gone further than diplomatic ti-
midity would suggest. The Secre-
tary-General has explicitly called
on Israel to withdraw its forces
from Lebanese territory and urged
all parties to respect Lebanon’s
sovereignty and Resolution 1701.

UN reporting has likewise de-
scribed the continued Israeli mil-
itary activities south of the Blue
Line as obstructing the extension
of Lebanese state authority and the
return of residents to their homes.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Iranian duo

win silvers in
gymnastic: 2026
Asian Games

TEHRAN - Iranian gymnasts Mahdi Olfati
and Arman Khodaei won two silver medals in
gymnastics at the 2026 Asian Games in Na-
goya, Japan.

Olfati claimed the silver medal in the men’s
vault final at the Nagoya General Gymnasium
in Aichi-Nagoya.

He finished second with an average score
of 14.533 points, recording 15100 on his first
vault and 13.966 on his second attempt.

Carlos Edriel Yulo of the Philippines won
the gold medal with an average score of
14.599 points.

Hong Kong’s Ng Ka Ki took bronze with
14.116.

On Thursday, Khodaei secured a historic
silver medal in the men’s pommel horse final
in artistic gymnastics.

Uzbekistan’s Utkirbek Juraev claimed the
gold medal with 14.733 points, while Japan’s
Daiki Hashimoto took the bronze with 14.500
points.

The two silver medals mark a notable
achievement for Iran’s gymnastics team at
the 2026 Asian Games.

Hossein Abdi
resigns as Iran U23
head coach

TEHRAN - Hossein Abdi has stepped down
as head coach of Iran’s U23 national team
following the team’s return from the 2026
Asian Games in Nagoya, taking responsibility
for the heavy defeat against North Korea.

Iran’s U23 team returned home on Friday
morning after being eliminated in the group
stage of the Asian Games in Nagoya. Shortly
after arriving in Iran, Abdi spoke to reporters
at the airport about his team’s performance
and the reasons behind the disappointing
campaign.

Abdi pointed to difficulties in securing the
release of players and challenges related to
the planning of training camps. However, he
stressed that despite these issues, he ac-
cepted responsibility for the technical conse-
quences of the heavy defeat to North Korea.

Describing the match as an “unusual’
game, Abdi revealed that his resignation had
been discussed even before the tournament.
However, the coaching staff ultimately decid-
ed to remain with the team and see the com-
petition through.

The former Iran U23 head coach also said
that by submitting his resignation, he was
giving the Ministry of Sports and the National
Olympic Committee the opportunity to make
decisions regarding the future of the team
ahead of June.

Iran football: dark
days

TEHRAN - Iran’s football team have once
again failed to beat Uzbekistan, suffering a
3-1defeat to the White Wolves in Tashkent.

Team Melli, coached by Amir Ghalenoei,
have beaten Uzbekistan just once in their
last eight meetings, while suffering three
defeats during that period. Uzbekistan have
undoubtedly made significant progress in
recent years, but they are still not considered
one of Asia’s traditional heavyweights.

Despite Iran’s disappointing results, the
Football Federation of Iran has decided to
continue working with Ghalenoei. The deci-
sion comes after Team Melli missed a his-
toric opportunity at the 2026 FIFA World Cup,
where they failed to advance to the knockout
stage. Yet, their campaign was celebrated
as a success because Iran went through the
tournament without suffering a defeat.

It is difficult to see that as anything more
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than a missed opportunity.

Iran’s U23 team also suffered a disappoint-
ing exit from the 2026 Asian Games, losing
4-1 to North Korea on Wednesday. It was a
disastrous result for Hossein Abdi’s side and
another worrying sign for the state of Iranian
football.

Not long ago, Iran had the upper hand
against teams such as Uzbekistan and North
Korea. Today, however, victories over these
sides have become increasingly difficult to
achieve.

Elsewhere in Asia, Japan defeated Uruguay
3-1, while South Korea recorded an impres-
sive 3-0 victory over Ecuador.

Ghalenoei had promised to rejuvenate
Team Melli and build a team for the future.
However, we continue to see experienced
players such as Ehsan Hajisafi and Shojae
Khalilzadeh occupying places in the squad.

This cannot be the right path for Iranian
football. Without a serious change in ap-
proach, the future of Iran’s national team
could become increasingly uncertain.

Iran 3x3 basketball
win bronze in
Nagoya

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s 3x3 basketball team
won the bronze medal at the Asian Games in
Nagoya after defeating the Philippines 21-10
in the third-place match.

Iran’s squad featured Mohammad Ghaf-
fari, Basir Momeni, Sarem Jafari, and Mehdi
Rahimi. The team narrowly missed the final
after losing 14-11to Qatar in the semifinals.

Earlier in the tournament, Iran advanced to
the final four by defeating Japan, China, Hong
Kong, and Malaysia.

Coached by Mohammad Sistani, the Iranian
team showed strong performances through-
out the competition and secured a podium
finish with a convincing victory over the Phil-
ippines.

The bronze medal marked a successful
campaign for Iran.

Uzbekistan defeat
Iran in friendly

TEHRAN - Uzbekistan football team de-
feated Iran 3-1in a friendly match on Thurs-
day.

Eldor Shomurodov put the hosts into the
lead just 10 minutes into the match in Tash-
kent.

Uzbekistan’s Jakhongir Urozov scored an
own goal in the 49th minute.

Shomorudov was on target once again in
the 59th minute from the penalty spot.

Khusain Norchaev scored Uzbekistan's
third goal in the added time.

Amir Ghalenoei’s Iran will meet Russia in
another friendly in the coming days.

Iran wushu athlete
Mousavi claims
gold

TEHRAN - Soheil Mousavi of Iran won a
gold medal at the 2026 Asian Games wushu
on Thursday.

He defeated Kazakhstan’s Abdulrashid Ab-
dullayev in the men’s 75kg at the Aichi Pre-
fectural Martial Arts Hall.

Iranian wushu practitioners  Sogand
Sinkaie, Shoja Panahi and Erfan Moharrami
won three silver medals.

In the women'’s 52kg, Sinkaei lost to China’s
Wu Di in the final and claimed the silver.

Panahi also snatched a silver in the men’s
65kg division, losing to China’'s Wang Cheng-
jin in the final.

And Moharrami earned Iran’s third medal
in the Games. He lost to China’s Ma Shuo in
the gold-medal bout of the me ‘s 70kg.

Iran, India have huge potential
for cooperation in health and

From Page 1 » We really want
to establish Iran as one of the ma-
jor centers where we can promote
and practice wellness traditions
such as the concept of yoga, what
comes along with yoga, Ayurveda,
and a very healthy way of living, |
think.

And | think these systems are
very relevant. They are very rel-
evant in today’s world because
our lives have become very com-
plex. We get exposed to a lot of
elements which are alien to our
body and to our culture. So | think
this kind of healing, or this kind of
healthy lifestyle, which involves
yoga, Ayurveda and homeopathy,
can help moderate our body and
enable us to have, at least, a men-
tally healthy lifestyle.

We intend to do a lot of activi-
ties in Iran in cooperation with the
government of Iran, whatever the
rules and regulations allow.

And | think one of my important
missions out here, first of all, at
this point in time, would be to look
at how we can generate greater
cooperation in the health sector.

You mentioned the health
sector as an important area of
cooperation. What are the areas
where you see the greatest po-
tential for expanding India-Iran
health cooperation?

So today | was there; | went to
Iran Pharma, the largest pharma-
ceutical exposition in Iran. There
also, a lot of Indian companies had
opened up their booths. So there
is a lot of cooperation in the phar-
maceutical sector between the
two countries.

That is also something which
can be scaled up a lot, given the
geopolitical situation improves.
InshaAllah, when things become
better, | think there is huge poten-
tial for a large amount of pharma-
ceutical cooperation in terms of
the export of APIs to Iran, training,
technical expertise exchanges be-
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New Delhi’s Ambassador to Tehran Vishwesh Negi (R) speaks with the Tehran Times on the
sidelines of a ceremony hosted by the Indian embassy in Tehran to mark National Ayurveda

Day on September 23, 2026.

tween health professionals in the
two countries, and also looking at
new forms of medicine, research
and development.

Youmay be knowing that during
the time of COVID, India had sup-
plied 1 million doses of vaccines
to Iran. That kind of cooperation
suggests that there is trust be-
tween the two countries, and |
think it all goes well.

So, as | said, there is huge po-
tential in Ayurveda, in yoga and in
conventional medicine.

But given the current circum-
stances, we are not able to realize
the full potential. But inshaAllah,
in time we will be able to.

What are your views on tour-
ism relations between the two
countries and ways to promote
them?

Well, tourism, as | said, is some-

thing | have already spoken to a
lot of Iranian policymakers about.
The honorable Prime Minister of
India has identified trade, tour-
ism and technology as the three
things we need to engage with
friendly countries.

Tourism is an important sector
for promotion. In recent years, the
number of tourists going from
Iran to India has come down a bit.
It might be due to the geopolitical
condition; it might be due to the
economic condition. But we are
very keen to bring it to the same
level of tourism flows to India and
even beyond.

So, we intend to take a lot of
measures. We are looking at pos-
sibilities for relaxing the tourist
visa regime, streamlining the pro-
cesses, and rationalizing tourist
visa fees so that Iranians have to
pay less to go to India. We are also

trying to familiarize them with a
lot of activities.

A lot of institutions in India,
like Ayurveda, can be one of the
aspects that can promote tour-
ism from Iran to India, along with
modern education, arts and vari-
ous art forms. And | think all these
things, this whole cultural con-
nect between the two countries,
will eventually promote greater
tourism flows from Iran to India,
and | think similarly from India to
Iran.

So, | think, as | said, there is
huge potential. We are trying to
understand the ecosystem of the
tourism infrastructure and cre-
ate infrastructure so that Irani-
ans can travel to India as easily as
possible.

Shams Tabrizi mausoleum project seen as boost for
cultural tourism

TEHRAN - The completion and
opening of the mausoleum of
Shams Tabrizi in Khoy will mark
a major milestone for cultural

diplomacy and tourism in West
Azarbaijan, the provincial gover-
nor said.

Speaking at a meeting on

Wednesday to coordinate the
opening ceremony, Governor-Gen-
eral Reza Rahmani described the
national project as a symbol of the
province’s mystical and cultural
identity and said its completion
would go beyond an infrastructure
achievement.

The complex includes modern
facilities such as a specialized li-
brary and exhibition spaces and
will be capable of hosting major
international events, including
international events on Shams Ta-
brizi and Rumi, Rahmani said.

He said the project could help
attract foreign tourists and intro-
duce Iran’s intangible cultural her-
itage to international audiences.

Rahmani also highlighted the

province’s transit potential, saying
its borders, given their proximity
to Europe and current interna-
tional flight restrictions, could
provide opportunities to increase
cross-border traffic and economic
activity. He stressed the need to
strengthen infrastructure, partic-
ularly airport facilities.

Shams Tabrizi (1185-1248) was
a 13th-century Persian mystic
whose teachings profoundly in-
fluenced Jalal al-Din Rumi. He is
the namesake of Rumi’s Divan-e
Shams-e Tabrizi and is tradition-
ally associated with Rumi’s spiri-
tual transformation. Khoy, in West
Azarbaijan province, has histor-
ically served as a crossroads of
culture and commerce.

Zoroastrian funerary inscription from late Sasanian
era discovered in southern Iran

TEHRAN - A newly discovered funerary in-
scription dating to the late Sasanian period
and associated with a Zoroastrian burial has
been found in a carved frame north of the an-
cient city of Estakhr in Marvdasht plain of Fars
province, southern Iran.

The inscription is written in Pahlavi script
and is believed to be associated with one of the
burials of Zoroastrian followers during the late
Sasanian period, Jamaran.ir quoted archaeolo-
gist Abolhassan Atabaki as saying on Thursday.

The archaeologist explained that with the
expansion of Zoroastrianism in the post-Ach-
aemenid period and later during the Sasanian
era, burial practices underwent fundamen-
tal changes. Many burials in the ground were
abandoned and funerary practices were trans-
ferred to elevated and mountainous areas, a
shift he attributed primarily to Zoroastrian
beliefs concerning bodily resurrection and life
after death.

According to Atabaki, Zoroastrians regarded
the world beneath the ground as dark, stag-
nant and associated with evil. They therefore
avoided burying the dead directly in the soil.

The corpse was also considered capable of
contaminating sacred elements such as earth,
vegetation and water. At the same time, Zoro-
astrians believed that the soul of the deceased
should ascend toward the rays of the sun.

For this reason, the body was placed in ele-
vated structures known as “sun towers” before
the final funerary stage, where rituals includ-
ing “khorshid-negahreshni” were performed
and the bones were purified. After birds of
prey and other scavenging animals removed
the flesh, the cleaned bones were transferred
to places among rocks and cliffs, Atabaki said.

Variety of Sasanian burial practices in
Marvdasht

In that regard, Najmeh Ebrahimi, a history
expert, said the Sasanian period saw a variety

of burial practices, depending on the social
status and financial means of individuals.

These included rock-cut graves, stone
cairns, grave towers, trough-shaped graves,
jar burials, small “dakhmaks” and ossuaries.
Such funerary structures are referred to as
“dakhmak” in many Sasanian inscriptions.

Ebrahimi highlighted the archaeological im-
portance of the Marvdasht plain, saying that
the area contains the largest known concen-
tration of Sasanian inscriptions, with more
than 50 inscriptions discovered and reread to
date.

The plain also ranks first in terms of Sasani-
an funerary inscriptions, she added.

The inscription is believed to provide fur-
ther evidence for the funerary practices and
religious beliefs of Zoroastrian communities in
the Marvdasht region during the final centu-
ries of the Sasanian period.



UN coordinator calls for joint action

TEHRAN - Protecting the Cas-
pian Sea is not only an environ-
mental priority but also a prior-
ity for sustainable development,
UN Resident Coordinator in Iran
Christine Weigand said, noting
that the environmental chal-
lenges facing the transboundary
body of water require joint and
collaborative solutions.

Weigand made the remarks at
the seventh meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties (COP7) to
the Tehran Convention on the
Protection of the Marine Envi-
ronment of the Caspian Sea in
Tehran on Wednesday.

The gathering of the five lit-
toral states around a shared
ecosystem provides an import-
ant opportunity to strengthen
regional cooperation and trans-
late common commitments into
practical measures to protect
the Caspian Sea, she said.

Noting that 2026 marks the
20th anniversary of the entry into
force of the Tehran Convention,
the UN official said the Caspian
Sea has sustained human life
and civilizations for thousands
of years and remains a source
of livelihoods and well-being, an
important transportation route,
a valuable reservoir of natu-

to protect

ral resources and a habitat for
unigue marine biodiversity.

“Protecting the Caspian Sea is
not only an environmental pri-
ority, but a sustainable develop-
ment priority,” she said, stress-
ing that the health of the sea is
directly linked to the livelihoods
and well-being of surrounding
communities, economic activ-
ities, sustainable natural re-
source management and region-
alresilience.

Environmental challenges, she
added, do not stop at national
borders. Marine pollution, biodi-
versity loss and mounting pres-
sure on shared ecosystems have
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and therefore require cross-bor-
der and participatory solutions.

Weigand described the Teh-
ran Convention as an important
framework for joint action by
the littoral states, saying it facil-
itates the advancement of scien-
tific knowledge, the exchange of
data and experience, the devel-
opment of effective policies and
the translation of shared com-
mitments into collective action.

She also highlighted the UN’s
role in supporting environmental
cooperation in the region, noting
that the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP) hosts

pian Sea

the Tehran Convention Secre-
tariat, while various UN agencies
operating in the region draw on
their complementary expertise
to support the littoral states in
advancing the convention’s ob-
jectives.

In Iran, the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP)
and UNEP are working with na-
tional and local partners under
the broader Caspian Sea initia-
tive to translate regional com-
mitments on marine litter and
plastic pollution into concrete
action, she said.

Strengthening waste sepa-
ration and recycling in coastal
communities, promoting circular
approaches to plastics and pro-
viding community-based grants
for local solutions are among the
measures being pursued under
the initiative, she added.

The UN Resident Coordinator
also underscored the need to en-
gage the private sector and local
communities, including women
and young people, in improving
waste management systems.

“Protecting our seas is a
shared responsibility, and no
country, institution or organiza-
tion can protect this unique eco-
system alone,” she said.

IRCS holds advanced life support course
for Ghanaian health staff

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety’s health center in Ghana has held the first
advanced life support course for nurses in
the African country, aimed at strengthening
their capacity to respond effectively to medi-
cal emergencies.

In addition to providing medical services,
the center seeks to boost educational infra-
structure and improve the knowledge of the
health staff through sharing expertise with
them, the IRCS website reported.

The IRCS is also holding an online training
program and a practical training workshop at
the center to ensure the specialized training
will be ongoing so that the health person-
nel fully benefit from the IRCS capacity and
knowledge.

The initiative does not merely target health
staff; it also plans to train the local commu-
nity. The program focuses on first aid train-
ing and essential rescue skills to prepare
individuals for unexpected emergencies and
teach them how to handle the situations and
respond effectively to a wide range of inju-
ries. In case of an emergency, the trained per-
son can help the wounded people in the first
critical seconds prior to the arrival of medical
teams.

Health services in Ghana

In August, the IRCS health center in Ghana
organized a one-day medical camp aimed to
provide free medical services to flood victims
and the needy, benefiting 547 individuals.

The initiative was taken following floods in
the city of Accra and a request from the Min-

istry of the Ministry of Inner City and Zongo
Development. IRNA quoted Hamidreza Deh-
gan, an IRCS official, as saying.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society’s health
center was deployed to provide free medical
care to those seeking assistance and individ-
uals in need, Dehgan added.

He noted that 547 people benefited from
health services during the one-day medical
mission. The services provided included gen-
eral practitioner consultations, medication
distribution, pharmacy services, mobile lab-
oratory testing, and counseling on midwifery
and hygiene.

The humanitarian activities of the IRCS
are not confined by geographical boundar-
ies, Dehgan said, adding: “The presence of
the Iranian Red Crescent Society’s health
centers in various countries exemplifies the
organization’s humanitarian approach to ad-
dressing the needs of local communities—an
approach that prioritizes human dignity, as-
sistance to the needy, and the alleviation of
human suffering”

In such programs, providing free medical
services to those in need exemplifies altru-
ism and humanitarian responsibility, demon-
strating that serving humanity—transcend-
ing geographical boundaries—is one of the
Iranian Red Crescent Society’s most vital
missions, Dehgan stressed.

Referring to the fundamental principles of
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, he noted that humanity, impar-
tiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary

service, unity, and universality constitute
seven fundamental principles; the implemen-
tation of health programs in underdeveloped
areas represents the practical manifestation
of these principles in the field of service.

He emphasized that a key approach of the
Iranian Red Crescent Society in its overseas
operations is to simultaneously focus on
treatment, prevention, and the promotion of
community health.

“In this context, organizing health camps—
alongside the ongoing activities of Red Cres-
cent health centers—facilitates access to
medical and counseling services for vulner-
able groups”

Pointing to the operations of the Iranian
Red Crescent Society’s health center in Gha-
na, Dehqgan stated that the continued pres-
ence of IRCS health centers in African nations
is part of the Society’s humanitarian mission
on the international stage, a presence found-
ed on serving humanity and helping to im-
prove the health of local communities.

MAHAK strengthens international cooperation
in childhood cancer care

TEHRAN - MAHAK, Iran’s
charity supporting children with
cancer, has strengthened its in-
ternational cooperation through
membership in and engagement
with major global cancer orga-
nizations, including the Union
for International Cancer Control
(UICC), Childhood Cancer Inter-
national (CCl), and the Interna-
tional Society of Paediatric On-
cology (SIOP), Arasb Ahmadian,
the chief executive officer of MA-
HAK; has said.

He made the remarks in a cer-
emony held on Tuesday to mark
September, the Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month.
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vides opportunities for scientific
and educational cooperation and
professional exchange in child-
hood cancer treatment and care.

Through these international
connections, MAHAK seeks to fa-
cilitate the exchange of expertise
and experience and contribute
to the development of more ef-
fective approaches to childhood
cancer care.

MAHAK’s activities fall into
three main categories: Charity,
Hospital, and Research. These
efforts exclusively serve chil-
dren with cancer in areas such as
medical care, prevention, treat-

MAHAK is a full member of the
Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC), an international
organization dedicated to ad-
vancing cancer control world-
wide. Through its membership,
MAHAK takes part in interna-
tional efforts focused on knowl-
edge and experience sharing,
capacity building, and strength-

ening cooperation in cancer pre-
vention and care.

The charity is also a full mem-
ber of Childhood Cancer Inter-
national (CCl), a global network
of organizations working to im-
prove the lives of children and
adolescents with cancer and
their families. The network pro-
vides a platform for international

experiences in childhood cancer
care and support.

MAHAK also engages with the
International Society of Paedi-
atric Oncology (SIOP), a leading
international organization in
the field of paediatric oncology.
Its participation in SIOP-related
programs and networks pro-

ment, healthcare, and welfare
services. MAHAK's slogan, “Help
us and let us help you,” reflects
the essential role of civil society
in supporting humanity with love
and compassion.

By 2025, MAHAK had provided
comprehensive support to over
45,000 children with cancer and
their families across Iran.
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Straight Truth

UNESCO chair in disaster risk reduction,
resilience engineering inaugurated

TEHRAN - Minister of Science, Research,
and Technology Hossein Simaei-Sarraf and the
Secretary-General of Iran’s National Commis-
sion for UNESCO, Hassan Fartousi, inaugurat-
ed the UNESCO Chair in Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Resilience Engineering at Kharazmi
University on Tuesday.

The chair is established on a synergistic ap-
proach aligned with the Sendai Global Frame-
work for Risk Reduction, the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, and UNESCQ’s approaches
to expanding education, science, technology,
knowledge exchange, climate considerations,
and the development of sustainable commu-
nities, msrt.ir reported.

According to Kharazmi University, the es-
tablishment of the chair represents a scientif-
ic and strategic imperative, given the current
national and regional conditions in the country,
such as climate change, the growing complex-
ity of hazards, the expansion of human set-
tlements, technological and human-induced
risks, and the cascading effects of disasters.

This UNESCO Chair develops effective meth-
ods to assess and mitigate risks from natural
hazards to existing and new school infra-
structure, contributing to improved equita-
ble access to safe learning environments for
children in vulnerable communities, ensuring
continuity of education services, and reducing
life losses. The Chair has created a communi-
ty for resilience engineering exceeding 3,000
members from more than 100 countries, in-
strumental in sharing knowledge to support
disaster risk reduction initiatives.

Disasters are not anymore natural; invest
in resilience

Disasters are not natural but the result of
wrong decisions and mismanagement; fund-
ing for disaster risk reduction today will con-

tribute to safety and resilience in the future.

Floods, devastating storms, droughts, for-
est fires, dried-up wetlands, and earthquakes
are examples of natural hazards that occur all
over the world. Still, it is the increased inten-
sity of hazards that is not considered natural.

Iran is a disaster-prone country that has
faced almost all types of hazards, from earth-
quakes and floods to droughts, landslides, and
dust.

About 33 out of the total 50 types of natural
disasters known in the world have so far oc-
curred in the country.

The diversity of disasters has adversely af-
fected the country’s resilience, highlighting
the need for disaster risk management more
than ever.

Environmental resilience requires coordina-
tion between human development and eco-
logical capacity. Policymaking and resource
exploitation should not exceed the limits of
ecosystems.

However, over the past few decades, some
development activities have been inconsistent
with the capacity of the environment and eco-
systems; land use change, overexploitation of
water and soil resources, and mismanagement
of forests and natural resources have lowered
the ability of ecosystems to recover and cope
with disasters, making human societies more
vulnerable.

Moreover, the impacts of disasters are far
greater on low-income groups, those living
in marginalized areas, and rural communities.
Resilience is, above all, a social and justice-ori-
ented issue; the involvement of local commu-
nities, universities, and the private sector in
decision-making processes will contribute to
the development of sustainable preventive
strategies.

Iranian, Iraqi officials underline

enhancing tech ties

TEHRAN - Ehsan Qaboul, head of the Min-
istry of Science, Research and Technology's
Center for International Scientific Cooperation,
and Safaa Tagi Abd Nour Al-Issawi, president
of Mustansiriya University, have highlighted
the need to boost technological cooperation
and implement previously reached agree-
ments.

The officials met on Tuesday in Tehran and
agreed to conduct joint research projects and
supervise postgraduate theses focused on
Iran-lraq shared issues, including econom-
ic, social, cultural, agricultural, and industrial
challenges, IRNA reported.

Both parties agreed to have an active par-
ticipation in the third Iran-Iraq Science Week.
Qaboul, for his part, said the Iragi university is
expected to play an effective role in the week
through defining and executing practical and
synergistic programs in cooperation with top
Iranian universities.

Highlighting Iran’s remarkable achieve-
ments in developing infrastructures for tech-
nology and innovation ecosystems, the official
voiced the country’s readiness for collabora-
tion with Iragi research and academic centers
to produce joint technological services and
products.

The proposals were well-received by the
Iragi official. He announced the university’s
determination to expand ties with leading Ira-
nian universities while highlighting the need
to follow up on the implementation of these
agreements in the shortest possible time.

Iraq seeks to boost scientific, academic
ties with Iran

On August 6, Iraqi officials in a meeting with
Minister of Science, Research and Technology,
Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, have called for ex-
panding academic, scientific, and technologi-
cal cooperation with Iran.

The science minister met Irag’s Deputy
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Haider Abd-Dahd Al-Rubaie, Iraq’s
Minister of Health, Abdul-Hussein al-Mousawi,
and Acting Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, Abdul Hussein Al-Mussa-
wi, in Baghdad, IRNA reported.

During the meeting, the two sides under-
scored the need to expedite the implementa-

tion of the previously signed memoranda of
understanding (MOUs).

Sharing Iran’s expertise in higher education
development to achieve quantitative and qual-
itative goals, addressing the needs of Irag’s
substantial youth population, as well as at-
tracting genius Iraqi students, and enhancing
research collaborations were among the key
focuses of the talks.

Simaei-Sarraf also held a meeting with
Irag’s National Wisdom Movement leader
Sayyed Ammar al-Hakim.

Underlining the extensive scientific and ac-
ademic capacities of Iran and Iraq, both parties
exchanged views on strategies for promoting
scientific cooperation, expanding joint re-
search collaborations, and developing aca-
demic interactions between the higher educa-
tion institutions of the two countries.

In April, Simaei-Sarraf and Al-Aboudi under-
lined the need to boost scientific and techno-
logical cooperation between the two countries.

The officials also discussed ways to develop
collaborations on artificial intelligence (Al) uti-
lizing the capacities of the two nations, IRNA
reported.

During a meeting held in Tehran on April 18,
Al-Aboudi announced that the establishment
of a branch of Tehran University of Medical Sci-
ences in Iraq has been put on the agenda.

For his part, Simaei-Sarraf voiced Iran’s
readiness to share the country’s scientific,
research, and educational achievements with
Iraq to help enhance bilateral ties.

The official said that Iranian and Iraqi stu-
dents have conducted a total of 350 joint re-
search projects so far, which needs to be im-
proved considering the available capacities.

Referring to an upcoming Iran-Iraq science
week, which is scheduled to be held in Isfah-
an and Fars provinces, Simaei-Sarraf said the
event was delayed because of the [US-Israeli
imposed] war, but it will be held at the earliest
convenience.

As the two officials agreed, Al and smart
education will be among the topics to be dis-
cussed during the Iran-Iraq science week. The
event is expected to lay the basis for holding a
joint conference on Al in the near future.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Richness is not having many belongings, but richness is
contentment of the soul.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Noon:11:56 Evening: 18:14 Dawn: 4:32 (tomorrow) ~ Sunrise: 5:56 (tomorrow)

Prayer Times »

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting
* An exhibition of paintings by Saeid Khaksar is currently underway at Atbin

The exhibit named “Luminacy” will continue until October 6 at the gallery
that can be found at 42 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave. near the Parkway In-
. tersection.

* An exhibition of paintings by Iran Shahbeigy is
underway at Yafteh Gallery.

The exhibition named “Arcadia” will run until October 2 at the gallery lo-
cated at 8 Talegani Dead End, Yarmohammadi St. in the Darus Neighborhood.

#1 " White Line Gallery is displaying paintings by Sahar Firouzabadi in an ex-
hibition.

~ The exhibit titled “Along the Tree” will be running until October 5 at the gal-

lery located at 22 Parvin Alley, off Jame Jam St. off Vali-e Asr Ave.
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* Bashgah Gallery is playing host to an exhibition
of paintings by a number of artists.

Entitled “More Than Human”, the exhibition will be running until October 9
at the gallery located at No.13, Hosseini St., Karim Khan Ave.

ART/BTION

sl /
f

* An exhibition of paintings by Maryam Hosseinzadeh is currently on view in
an exhibition at Dena Gallery.

The exhibition will run until October 2 at the gallery that can be found at 4
Sussan Alley off Qarani St.
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* Javid Gallery is hosting an exhibition of paintings by a group of artists.

The exhibition titled “A distant Voice Calls to Me” runs until October 12 at
the gallery that can be found at 17 Zartosht St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

g,  Anexhibition of paintings by Safa Amir Mogaddam is underway at Shokuh
= Gallery.
= The exhibition named “Line and Wing” will run until October 5 at the gallery
located at 19 Amir Nuri Alley, North Salimi St. off
Andarzgu Blvd.

* Paintings by Navid Mirzai Kordlar are currently on display in an exhibit
at Sohrab Gallery.

The exhibition named “Third Skin” runs until October 5 at the gallery lo-
cated at 142 Somayyeh St.

* Keiman Gallery is playing host to an exhi-
bition of paintings by Farzin Rahneshin.

Entitled “What Remains of the Darkness”, '
the exhibition will be running until October 11
at the gallery located at 10 Akhgari St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.
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WHAT
REMAINS OF

THE DARKNESS

Farzin Rahneshin
Solo Exhibition

25Sep. - T Oct. 2026
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*Acollection of paintings by Maryam Jahani is on view in an exhibition
at Homa Gallery. y

The exhibition named “Dream Factory” will be running until October
6 at the gallery located at No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave. |

Culture Minister goes to Russia to

The Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed Abbas Salehi (L) and the accompanying delegation were
welcomed in Moscow by Iran’s ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali (2nd L) on September 24, 2026.

TEHRAN - The Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance Seyyed Abbas
Salehi has traveled to Russia to at-
tend the 12th International Forum
of United Cultures and advance joint
cultural programs between Iran and
Russia.

The trip began in St. Petersburg
and will continue with a meeting
of the two countries’ joint cultural
committee and the opening of Iran’s
Cultural Week in four Russian cities,
ISNA reported.

Salehi arrived in Russia on Thurs-
day, and after a brief stop in Mos-
cow, traveled to St. Petersburg to
attend the 12th International Forum
of United Cultures. Held under the
slogan “United Cultures, Common
Values,” the event brings together
senior officials and prominent fig-
ures from the arts and culture from
around 70 countries, including 44
official delegations.

Protecting cultural heritage, ex-
panding international humanitarian
cooperation, and the impact of new
technologies and artificial intelli-
gence on culture and the creative
industries are among the themes of
this year’s forum.

Upon arriving in St. Petersburg,
the minister described culture as
one of the main foundations of rela-
tions between nations and govern-
ments. “Culture is the bedrock and
anchor of lasting relations between
nations and governments. Govern-
ment relations may have their ups
and downs, but culture provides a
point of support, stability, and con-

tinuity,” he said.

Referring to Iran-Russia rela-
tions, Salehi said, “We have had, and
continue to have, good relations
with the Russian government and
people.” He added that ties between
the two countries had strengthened
and broadened in recent years, and
culture played a significant role in
making those relations more en-
during, stable, and extensive.

Salehi also described the plan-
ning of Iran’s Cultural Week in Rus-
sia as one of the most important
initiatives for developing cultural
ties between the two countries.

He said that various cultur-
al weeks had been held between
Iran and Russia over the past two
decades. “Last year Iran hosted a
130-member Russian delegation,
including the Russian culture min-
ister and artists. This year, Iran’s
Cultural Week in Russia will involve
more than 120 Iranian artists and
production staff,” he noted.

Noting how this year’s program
differs from previous editions,
Salehi said, “We have not previous-
ly held a cultural week of this kind,
with such a range of subjects.” He
explained that the program would
include specialist forums, exhibi-
tions, music performances, and a
film week.

He stressed that the events were
not limited to staging a handful of
cultural programs; strengthening
long-term ties between the two
countries was also a priority.

As part of the visit, the Iranian

culture minister will meet his Rus-
sian counterpart in St. Petershurg
on Saturday. The two ministers will
then convene a meeting of the joint
cultural committee.

Before the committee meeting,
three working groups—covering
culture, the arts, and tourism—will
meet with officials from the rele-
vant agencies in both countries. The
results of their discussions will be
presented at the meeting of the two
culture ministers.

Salehi said that the joint com-
mittee would exchange and sign
various cooperation documents
on culture and the arts, including
agreements related to cinema.

He also pointed to the wider geo-
graphical reach of this year’s Cultur-
al Week as another distinguishing
feature. “In the past, cultural-week
programs were generally concen-
trated in the capitals and held in no
more than two cities. This year, the
event will take place in four cities:
Moscow, St. Petershurg, Kazan, and
Astrakhan,” he underlined.

According to Salehi, holding
events in a wider range of cities will
help extend the reach and objectives
of Iran’s Cultural Week in Russia.

Another item on Salehi’s itinerary
is a gathering with faculty mem-
bers, students and cultural and
intellectual figures at St. Peters-
burg State University. He will speak
about culture’s role in relations and
the cultural position of the Islamic
Republic of Iran within its civiliza-
tional sphere.

advance joint cultural programs

After completing the first part of
his trip, the culture minister will re-
turn to Moscow on Sunday to open
the special events marking Iran’s
Cultural Week in Russia.

An exhibition of Iranian artists’
visual works will open at Moscow’s
Museum of Decorative, Applied, and
Folk Arts on Monday. The official
opening ceremony for Iran’s Cultur-
al Week in Russia will also take place
that day, attended by the culture
ministers of both countries.

At the ceremony, Iran’s National
Orchestra will perform for an audi-
ence of Russian guests.

After Moscow, Iran’s cultural pro-
gram will continue in Kazan. Iranian
visual artists will present their work
and hold specialist workshops at
the Kazan Kremlin complex, while
the Pahlavank troupe will also per-
form.

A 60-member Iranian music en-
semble is scheduled to perform on
the evening of Wednesday at an Op-
era Hall in Kazan.

Fourteen Iranian films will also
be screened in Moscow, Kazan, and
Astrakhan as part of Iran’s Cultural
Week. Kazan will host discussions
on the film industry and Iran’s prog-
ress in the field.

Next Saturday, October 3, As-
trakhan will host a concert fea-
turing Iranian instruments. Film
screenings and an exhibition of
photographs and posters are also
planned there.

Alongside these events, specialist
forums will address topics including
a commemoration of Nizami Ganja-
vi, written diplomacy, the potential
of the Persian language, and the
role of Iranologists in strengthening
cultural relations. Iranian and Rus-
sian professors of Persian language
and literature will also discuss
ways to improve Persian-language
teaching and preserve the language
in Russia.

In another part of his remarks,
Salehi referred to Iran’s circum-
stances following the recent war
and described cultural diplomacy
as an effective approach to Iran’s
engagement with the world. He
said Iran could use it to convey its
identity, which is marked by epic
traditions, to audiences around the
world.

Iran previously hosted Russian
artists for Russia’s Cultural Days
last year, while Iran’s Cultural Week
was held in Moscow and St. Peters-
burg three years ago.

Arasbaran Cultural Center screens “Wait Until Dark”

TEHRAN- “Wait Until Dark” a 1967 American
psychological thriller by Terence Young, went on
screen at the Arasbaran Cultural Center in Teh-
ran on Wednesday.

Film critic Amir Qaderi attended a screening of
the film followed by a review session.

“Wait Until Dark” follows Susy Hendrix, a
blind woman living with her husband, Sam, in
a Greenwich Village apartment. Their quiet life
is disrupted when Sam unknowingly becomes
connected to a dangerous heroin-smuggling
scheme.

The trouble begins when Lisa, an attractive
drug courier, arrives in New York carrying her-
oin hidden inside a stuffed doll. At the airport,
she notices a threatening man watching her and
tricks another passenger, photographer Sam
Hendrix, into taking the doll for safekeeping. Lisa
is later murdered by the mysterious Harry Roat
Jr., who then recruits two small-time criminals,
Mike Talman and Carlino, to help him recover the
doll. When the men discover Lisa’s body hidden
in the Hendrixes’ apartment, Roat forces them

to cooperate by threatening to implicate them in
her murder.

Susy soon becomes the target of an elaborate
deception. Because she is blind, the criminals as-
sume she will be easy to manipulate. Mike pre-
tends to be an old friend of Sam’s, while Carlino
poses as a police detective. Roat uses several
disguises and invented stories to convince Susy
that Sam may be connected to the murder of a
woman named Lejiana. The criminals lead her to
believe that the stuffed doll could prove Sam’s
innocence, encouraging her to search the apart-
ment for it.

Susy’s young neighbor, Gloria, accidentally
returns the doll after having borrowed it. Gloria
also helps Susy investigate the suspicious activi-
ty around the apartment. By piecing together the
evidence, Susy realizes that the men have been
lying to her and that she is being deliberately
manipulated. She hides the doll and attempts to
contact the police, only to discover that her tele-
phone line has been cut.

Realizing that her blindness can also work

to her advantage, Susy destroys almost every
source of light in the apartment, leaving only
the safelight from Sam’s darkroom. Mike returns
and demands the doll, but Roat appears and
kills him after anticipating the criminals’ betray-
al. Roat then locks Susy inside the apartment,
spreads gasoline around the rooms, and threat-
ens to burn the building.

Susy fights back by using her knowledge
of the apartment and her heightened senses.
She blinds Roat temporarily with photographic
chemicals and plunges the room into complete
darkness. Although Roat eventually forces her
to surrender the doll, Susy secretly attacks him
with a kitchen knife. Their final struggle ends
when she manages to hide in the darkness and
escape his grasp.

Just as Roat is about to find her, Sam arrives
with the police. They break down the apartment
doorand discover Susy alive and Roat dead. What
began as a carefully planned criminal deception
ultimately becomes a terrifying battle in which
Susy’s blindness becomes the key to her survival.

Macklemore announces ‘Free Palestine’
tour after Ed Sheeran dismissal

Macklemore announced the

people, regardless of the conse-

led to a public outcry against the

Middle East Children’s Alliance,

“Free Palestine Tour” on Thursday,
with shows in Dublin, Paris and
London set for October. It comes
after the rapper was dropped
from Ed Sheeran’s tour after mak-
ing pro-Palestinian comments
during an opening set.

“I've spent the last week reach-
ing out to artists who have shown
up and used their stages to stand
in solidarity with the Palestinian

quences,” Macklemore said in a
statement shared on social media.
“Artists who understand that our
platforms mean very little if we're
only willing to use them when it's
safe”

In the statement, Macklemore
said that information about ad-
ditional artists and concert dates
in the United States would follow.
His removal from Sheeran’s tour

singer-songwriter, and the re-
maining opening acts quit in soli-
darity. On Saturday, Sheeran’s tour
resumed with a new band and no
opener.

Proceeds from the “Free Pales-
tine Tour” will benefit a dozen dif-
ferent organizations “supporting
the Palestinian people and move-
ment,” according to Macklemore’s
post, including Gaza Soup Kitchen,

Jewish Voice for Peace, Medical
Aid for Palestinians, Palestine
Children’s Relief Fund and UNRWA
USA.

Stadium owner Robert Kraft,
who led the internal charge to
drop Macklemore, said last week
that he and Sheeran were donat-
ing $2 million each “to fight this
humanitarian crisis,” without clar-
ifying the recipients of the money.



