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By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN — The Is-
lamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (IRGC) has pub-
lished a 26-page open 
letter to the Ameri-
can people this week, 
urging them to break 
with the foreign policy 
of their government and to reconsider 
what they have been told about U.S. wars 
in West Asia.

The letter is addressed to scholars, 
students and media workers. It says the 
American public is not the target of Iran’s 
resistance. Rather, the target is a politi-
cal class that turns war into a business 
and uses the country’s power against 
people in the region and at home.

“The men enthroned at the White 
House oppress both Iranians and Ameri-
cans,” the letter states.

The letter is signed by the IRGC’s public 

relations office and circulated in English and 
Persian. Its central message is that Ameri-
cans have been misled about Iran and about 
their own government’s role in the region.

Much of the document calls on Amer-
icans to separate themselves from the 
“U.S. war machine.” It asks university 
communities to refuse research and 
media work that helps plan or justify 
attacks that kill civilians. It says silence 
in the face of such policies makes Amer-
icans complicit in decisions taken in their 
name. “This is not a call for hostility to-
ward Americans, but for them to hold 
their own leaders accountable,” the let-

ter reads.
The letter then lists 

historical grievances 
that it says explain the 
hostile nature of Iran-
U.S. ties. It begins with 
the U.S.-orchestrated 
1953 coup in Iran, which 
installed a dictator and 

created the roots of decades of hostility. 
It points to the Iran-Iraq War, which it ex-
plains was an American-backed effort to 
destroy Iran’s new government through 
Saddam Hussein. It also cites the 1988 
downing of Iran Air Flight 655 by the USS 
Vincennes, calling it a crime that was re-
warded instead of punished.

The letter adds that these policies 
continue through sanctions, covert op-
erations and support for armed groups 
opposed to Iran. It asks Americans to 
“test that record against what they have 
been told about Iran by their own media 
and politicians.”  Page 3

Citing the US-orchestrated 1953 coup 
and 1988 USS Vincennes downing of 

Flight 655, the IRGC says Iran’s actions are 
defensive, urging Americans to demand 

accountability.

Iran National 
Orchestra opens 
Iran Cultural Week 
at Moscow’s Bolshoi 
Theater

TEHRAN- The National Orchestra of 
Iran, conducted by Homayoun Rahimian 
and featuring vocalist Mojtaba Asgari, 
opened the Cultural Week of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Russia with a concert 
at Moscow’s historic Bolshoi Theater on 
Monday evening.

The performance brought Iranian 
music to the Bolshoi’s stage, one of 
Russia’s best-known cultural venues, 
in an event attended by Iran’s Minister 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed 
Abbas Salehi, Iran’s Ambassador to 
Russia Kazem Jalali, Russian Culture 
Minister Olga Lyubimova,  Page 8

Qalibaf warns US of a 
swift, regret-inducing 
response to any 
aggression

TEHRAN- Iranian Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Baqer Qalibaf has warned that any 
aggression or adventurism against the Is-
lamic Republic would trigger a “tough, re-
gret-inducing, precise and swift” response, 
saying US efforts to impose a maritime 
blockade, restrict air corridors and put maxi-
mum pressure on Iran’s trade routes will ulti-
mately fail.  Page 2

Iran rebuffs UAE at 
UN: Three islands are 
‘inseparable parts of 
Iran’s territory’

TEHRAN — Repeating unfounded claims from 
the United Nations rostrum “does not alter the 
reality” that Abu Musa, the Greater Tunb, and 
the Lesser Tunb remain “inseparable parts of 
Iran’s territory,” Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for Legal and International 
Affairs, stated on social media platform X.

Firmly rejecting statements recently deliv-
ered by Emirati officials at the United Nations 
General Assembly, Gharibabadi emphasized: 
“Emirati officials should, instead of repeating 
unfounded claims, adhere to the requirements 
of good neighborliness and the historical and 
legal realities of the region.”

The senior Iranian diplomat underscored that 
Tehran considers its territorial integrity and 
sovereignty over the three strategic Persian 
Gulf islands non-negotiable. He warned that 
instrumentalizing international podiums to ad-
vance baseless maritime claims serves only as a 
distraction from genuine regional concerns and 
undermines multilateral trust.  Page 2

Brigadier-General Hossein Mohebbi, the spokesperson for IRGC, details letter addressed to American people in a Tehran press conference on September 29, 2026.

Tehran, Moscow set to 
establish joint science 
and technology 
commission

TEHRAN – Iran and Russia are preparing 
to establish a joint commission on science 
and technology, with a document on interna-
tional scientific cooperation between the two 
countries set to be signed at a meeting of the 
commission.

Ehsan Qaboul, head of the Ministry of Sci-
ence, Research and Technology’s Center for 
International Scientific Cooperation, said Iran 
is firmly committed to expanding ties with 
Russia, outlining the next steps by Tehran 
and Moscow to strengthen bilateral cooper-
ation, including the formation of the joint sci-
ence and technology commission.

Qaboul added that the Minister of Sci-
ence, Research and Technology is scheduled 
to travel to Moscow within the next three 
months to finalize the document on inter-
national scientific cooperation between Iran 
and Russia.

He also announced plans for 500 coopera-
tion programs with Russian universities and 
scientific institutions.  Page 7

Barimanlou wins 
Iran’s ninth gold in 
Nagoya

TEHRAN – Iranian kurash athlete Majid Va-
hid Barimanlou claimed a gold medal in the 
2026 Asian games on Tuesday.

He defeated Tajikistan’s Yosin Bobokalonov 
1-0 in the final match of the Men -66kg.

Kyrgyzstan’s Kubanychbek Aibek Uulu and 
Sarvar Abdushukurov from Tajikistan won 
bronze medals. 

Iran’s Fatemeh Barmaki also won a bronze 
medal in the sport after losing to Liu Li-ling 
Shih from Chinese Taipei in the women’s 
+87kg.

Vahid Barimanlou’s medal was Iran’s ninth 
gold medal in the Games.

Kurash at the 2026 Asian Games is being 
held from Sept. 27to 29 at the Aichi Budokan.

Iraq’s Kata’ib 
Hezbollah threatens 
airspace closure over 
ban on Iran flights

TEHRAN – The security chief of Kata’ib 
Hezbollah on Monday warned the Iraqi gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Ali Faleh Al-
Zaidi that if Iraq continues the air blockade 
against Iran after Oct. 1, people may close the 
entry points to Iraq’s airspace for other coun-
tries that join the air ban.

The warning by Hajj Abu Mujahid came af-
ter the Iraqi government prevented flights to 
and from Iran after the Trump administration 
had introduced an air embargo against Iran in 
recent days.  Page 5

Netanyahu flew over 
Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia for clandestine 
talks in Abu Dhabi

By staff writer
TEHRAN — On Sunday, a private jet carry-

ing Benjamin Netanyahu took off from Isra-
el, entered Jordanian airspace, crossed into 
Saudi Arabia, and touched down in Abu Dhabi.

Gaza lies in ruins under years of relentless 
bombardment. The International Criminal 
Court had issued an arrest warrant for the 
Israeli prime minister. Yet two Arab states 
provided clear skies, and a third opened its 
airport tarmac and hosted Netanyahu for 
ominous talks with other regional actors.

Official channels described the unannounced 
visit as a routine discussion on “bilateral rela-
tions” and “regional stability.”  Page 5

Araghchi’s diplomacy 
in UN puts war, 
Hormuz and nuclear 
rights at center of 
Iran’s outreach

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi has concluded an intensive round of 
diplomatic consultations in New York, using 
the 81st session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly to press Iran’s positions on the 
war, the Strait of Hormuz, the nuclear issue, 
international law and the continuation of di-
plomacy.

Araghchi left New York for Tehran early 
Tuesday after several days of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings with foreign ministers, 
senior officials, United Nations representa-
tives, international organizations, think tanks 
and media outlets. He also accompanied 
President Masoud Pezeshkian during parts 
of the Iranian delegation’s intensive UNGA 
program.  Page 2

 Page 3

US pressure failed to force 
Iran to abandon its nuclear 
strategy: Iranian-American 
scholar 
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IRGC letter to American people urges break from US war policies
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to watch the video.



From page 1   The diplomatic 
activity came against the back-
drop of the ongoing confron-
tation between Iran and the 
United States and Israel, with 
Tehran seeking to place its ac-
count of the conflict, its security 
concerns and its conditions for 
a diplomatic settlement before 
the international community.

Diplomacy amid war

In his assessment of the New 
York mission, Araghchi said one 
of Iran’s principal objectives had 
been to ensure that the Iranian 
people’s legitimate grievances 
and suffering were heard in-
ternationally, while defending 
the country’s national interests 
and demonstrating that Iran re-
mained an active and confident 
participant in international di-
plomacy.

He said the large number of 
meetings requested by other 
governments demonstrated 
that Iran had not become diplo-
matically isolated. Araghchi said 
many countries had expressed 
an interest in engaging with Iran 
and that the meetings provided 
an opportunity to discuss both 
bilateral issues and the wider 
regional crisis.

A central element of the Ira-
nian diplomatic message was 
the war and its consequences 
for regional security, particu-
larly the situation surrounding 

the Strait of Hormuz. Araghchi 
said Iran had made a deliberate 
effort to explain its position on 
the strategic waterway to both 
the United States and the wider 
international community.

 Hormuz becomes the imme-
diate diplomatic issue

The Strait of Hormuz emerged 
as the most immediate issue in 
Araghchi’s consultations.

According to the Iranian for-
eign minister, Tehran has pre-
sented conditions that must be 
fulfilled before the waterway 
can be reopened. He described 
those conditions as fair and rea-
sonable, arguing that if Wash-
ington genuinely seeks a negoti-
ated and peaceful solution, Iran 
has already presented a frame-
work for achieving one.

Araghchi said Iran’s sev-

en-point proposal had been 
transmitted to Washington 
through Qatari mediation. Fol-
lowing a fresh meeting with a 
Qatari mediator in New York, the 
two sides discussed ideas for 
meeting Iran’s conditions, with 
the mediator expected to relay 
those ideas to the US side and 
convey Washington’s response 
back to Tehran.

Araghchi said he expected the 
process to produce a response 
soon, while making clear that 
any subsequent decision would 
be taken in Tehran. He also 
stressed that communication 
through Qatari and Pakistani 
intermediaries had existed pre-
viously but had become more 
substantive following Iran’s lat-
est proposal.

The significance of the Hor-

muz issue extends beyond mar-
itime navigation in Tehran’s pre-
sentation of the crisis. Iran has 
linked the reopening of the wa-
terway to broader security con-
ditions, arguing that the issue 
cannot be separated from the 
country’s national security and 
the wider confrontation with 
Washington.

That position was reiterat-
ed by Araghchi after reports 
emerged suggesting that Teh-
ran might have modified its con-
ditions. He categorically reject-
ed that interpretation, saying 
there had been “no change” in 
Iran’s position and that the con-
ditions for reopening the Strait 
remained clear. He said the im-
mediate issue under discus-
sion was Hormuz and warned 
against deliberate media spec-
ulation about Iranian flexibility.

 Tehran presses UN over vio-
lations

One of Araghchi’s most con-
sequential meetings was with 
UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres on the final day of his 
New York visit.

Araghchi briefed Guterres on 
developments in West Asia fol-
lowing US-Israeli military ag-
gression, and criticized the United 
Nations’ failure to respond ad-
equately to violations of the UN 
Charter and international law.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   Addressing an open session of 
Parliament on Tuesday, Qalibaf said Washington’s 
attempts to exert pressure on Iran’s economic and 
strategic lifelines would be countered through 
comprehensive economic planning and military 
measures, drawing on the country’s experience 
during the 1980–1988 Iran-Iraq war.

He stressed that the Iranian nation, with its long 
history of resistance, should not be intimidated by 
threats, blockades or pressure.

“The leaders of the White House should know 
that the great and history-making nation of Iran 
will never retreat in the face of threats, rhetoric, or 
an air or trade blockade,” Qalibaf said.

He said Iran’s experience of previous conflicts 
had demonstrated its ability to withstand pres-
sure and strengthen its deterrence capabilities. 
If the US failed to understand that reality, he said, 

Washington would remain caught in a cycle of fac-
ing “heavy slaps” from the Iranian nation.

Qalibaf also criticized reckless and hostile re-
marks by US President Donald Trump during the 
United Nations General Assembly, saying they 
demonstrated that Washington had yet to alter its 
approach toward Iran.

“In the face of such audacity, our response is the 
same clear statement as before: ‘Turn, and we will 
turn!’” he said.

The parliament speaker further warned US officials 
that the era of threatening Iran with destruction or at-
tempting to intimidate the Iranian people had ended, 
stressing that Iran would not yield to political rhetoric, 
military threats or economic and air blockades.

Strait of Hormuz

The Parliament speaker also referred to the US 
president’s recent “rhetoric” concerning the Strait 
of Hormuz and the passage of ships through the 
strategic waterway, saying the remarks were a 
repetition of previous claims and that the baseless 
nature of such positions was known to everyone.

“Both the Americans and other countries should 
know that, as we have said before, in a region 
where we do not sell oil, no one will sell oil, and if 
our security is not ensured, no infrastructure will 
be safe,” he said.

His remarks came amid heightened tensions 
surrounding the strategic waterway and broader 

US pressure on Iran’s commercial and economic 
channels.

Praise for Pezeshkian’s UN Address

Qalibaf also praised President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s address to the UN General Assembly, say-
ing the president had spoken as a representative 
of the Iranian people and a nation that would not 
submit to threats or domination.

He portrayed Pezeshkian’s speech as reflecting 
Iran’s position in the face of international pressure 
and attempts to impose political and economic 
constraints on the country.

Reference to Iran’s deterrence doctrine

The parliament speaker also referred to a mes-
sage delivered on Monday by Iran’s Leader, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei, describing it as a 
precise articulation of a “defense and civilizational 
doctrine.”

Qalibaf argued that Iran’s deterrence capabil-
ities had been developed through the experience 
of previous wars and that recent conflicts had al-
tered the nature and balance of threats facing the 
country.

His comments placed the latest warnings to-
ward Washington within a broader Iranian narra-
tive that combines economic resilience, military 
deterrence and the experience of past conflicts as 
key elements of the country’s response to external 
pressure.
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From page 1   For decades, Iran 
has consistently dismissed peri-
odic, orchestrated statements is-
sued by the United Arab Emirates 
or regional bodies attempting to 
question Iranian jurisdiction. Ira-
nian officials maintain that sov-
ereignty over Abu Musa, Greater 
Tunb, and Lesser Tunb is rooted in 
established international law and 
an unbroken historical record.

Tehran has reiterated that while 
it remains committed to diploma-
cy, de-escalation, and fostering 
constructive neighborly relations 
with all littoral states of the Per-
sian Gulf, matters concerning 
national borders and sovereign 
territories are absolute red lines. 
Iran considers any external inter-
ference, joint declarations with 
foreign powers, or calls to refer 
the domestic status of these is-
lands to international arbitration 
as invalid, provocative, and con-
trary to regional security.

The historical facts underpin-
ning Iran’s sovereignty span cen-
turies, extensively documented 
in regional annals and maritime 
archives across Europe. During 
antiquity and through successive 

Iranian dynasties—including the 
Safavid, Afsharid, Zand, and Qajar 
eras—the three islands, alongside 
the broader maritime expanse of 
the Persian Gulf, fell under direct 
Iranian administrative and fiscal 
control through the ports of Ban-
dar Lengeh and Bushehr.

During the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, the British Empire 
imposed a maritime protectorate 
over the coastal sheikhdoms—
then known as the Trucial States. 
In pursuit of colonial dominance 
over the vital sea lines of commu-
nication linking India to the West, 
British colonial authorities unilat-
erally stationed flags and proxies 
on the islands, over the continu-
ous, formal objections and diplo-
matic protests of Tehran.

When Britain announced its 
withdrawal from east of Suez in 
1971, Iran took decisive measures 
to re-establish and formalize its 
rightful administration before the 
formal declaration of the UAE fed-
eration. In November 1971, through 
bilateral arrangements—includ-
ing the formal Memorandum of 
Understanding regarding Abu 
Musa—Iranian sovereign author-

ity was restored. Historic British 
Admiralty charts, official corre-
spondence from London’s Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, and 
contemporary maritime registries 
consistently acknowledged Iran’s 
prior sovereign title, making mod-
ern Emirati claims anachronistic 
attempts to revise colonial history.

Strategic geography: Gate-
keepers of the Strait of Hormuz

The three islands occupy an un-
paralleled geographic position at 
the western approach to the Strait 
of Hormuz, the world’s most crit-
ical maritime energy chokepoint 
through which roughly a fifth of 
global petroleum transit flows.

Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb 
sit immediately adjacent to the 
deep-water shipping lanes uti-
lized by heavy commercial tankers 
and maritime traffic traversing 
the Persian Gulf.

Abu Musa, situated slightly fur-
ther south, commands vital naval 
surveillance lines and forms the 
linchpin of defensive depth in the 
southern waters.

Iran’s presence and defensive 
readiness across these islands have 
historically guaranteed freedom of 

navigation and maritime security 
against piracy, regional instability, 
and unilateral foreign adventurism. 
Tehran views its administration of 
the islands not merely as a matter 
of title, but as an essential respon-
sibility for maintaining stability in 
vital international shipping corri-
dors without reliance on extra-re-
gional powers.

Israel’s shadow in regional waters

Political observers in Tehran 
point out that Abu Dhabi’s per-
sistent diplomatic agitation over 
the islands must also be examined 
through the prism of its broader 
foreign policy alignments—most 
notably its normalization of ties 
with Israel under the so-called 
Abraham Accords.

By opening the Persian Gulf to 
intelligence, military, and diplo-
matic cooperation with Tel Aviv, the 
UAE has introduced a hostile entity 
into an inherently sensitive mari-
time theater. Iranian political and 
military officials have repeatedly 
warned against facilitating Israel’s 
presence in Persian Gulf waters, 
describing it as a direct threat to 
collective regional security.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran rebuffs UAE at UN: Three islands are ‘inseparable parts 
of Iran’s territory’

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In an editorial, Kayhan discussed gas-
oline prices in the United States and the 
fuel challenge that could follow the closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz. According to the 
newspaper, the Iranian nuclear issue has al-
ways been important for the United States, 
but what now directly affects the pockets 
and livelihoods of American citizens are the 
gasoline and diesel prices displayed at US 
gas stations. Reports about the Trump ad-
ministration’s behind-the-scenes discus-
sions on eliminating fuel taxes, exempting 
agricultural diesel from taxes, and even 
Vice President J.D. Vance’s proposal to ban 
diesel exports are described as signs of se-
rious strain within the American economy. 
The article argues that when even European 
countries reduce fuel taxes to prevent social 
unrest, it demonstrates the significance of 
Iran’s influence over global energy mar-
kets. Consequently, Kayhan contends that 
Iran should not cheaply relinquish its lever-
age over the Strait of Hormuz. In its view, 
the way to restrain the White House is not 
through diplomatic gestures or preemptive 
proposals, but through reducing trade and 
transit through the Strait.

Iran: The results of the New York trip will 
become clear later

In an analysis of President Masoud 
Pezeshkian’s visit to New York, the Iran 
newspaper wrote that the trip also has an 
important domestic dimension. The pres-
ident’s participation at the world’s most 
significant diplomatic platform comes at a 
time when Iranian society is closely follow-
ing regional developments and economic 
and political pressures, while waiting to see 
tangible results from the government’s dip-
lomatic efforts. According to international 
affairs analyst Sabah Zangeneh, assessing 
the success of the trip will require observing 
developments in foreign policy over the next 
three months. Key factors include the impact 
of political changes in the United States and 
Israel on opponents of Donald Trump and 
Benjamin Netanyahu, how governments’ at-
titudes toward Iran may evolve, and whether 
military attacks and pressure against Iran 
will continue or whether a more rational ap-
proach, particularly from the United States, 
might emerge.

Resalat: Iran holds the initiative
In an article discussing America’s difficul-

ties in the region and the ongoing confron-
tation with Iran, Resalat argued that the 
central issue is no longer simply whether to 
accept or reject a diplomatic proposal. Rath-
er, it is a struggle of wills in which the Islam-
ic Republic seeks to consolidate its position 
through a strategy of “active resistance” 
and a combination of diplomacy and military 
leverage. The newspaper claims that Wash-

ington aims to weaken Iran’s deterrence 
capabilities and geopolitical power through 
maritime pressure and economic sanctions 
before offering any sanctions relief. How-
ever, it argues that Tehran, having learned 
from past American actions, has altered the 
strategic equation. According to Resalat, the 
current dispute over the Persian Gulf and 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz is actually a 
visible part of a much larger struggle over 
preserving Iran’s strategic leverage against 
imperialist ambitions.

Ham-Mihan: Welcoming China’s four-
point plan

Ham-Mihan examined China’s four-point 
proposal and Beijing’s role in regional devel-
opments. Citing international affairs analyst 
Mohsen Pak Aeen, it argued that China, as a 
major global power, can play a constructive 
role in addressing regional issues. Pak Aeen 
said that Iran welcomes China’s initiative be-
cause its four points largely reflect Iranian 
positions expressed through Chinese diplo-
matic language. The plan emphasizes end-
ing conflict, regional cooperation for mutual 
security, prioritizing the Palestinian issue in 
West Asia, and adherence to international 
law. He stated that Iran supports a regional 
security framework without outside inter-
ference and believes neighboring countries 
should cooperate directly with one anoth-
er. While welcoming China’s involvement, 
he argued that the United States still lacks 
the necessary political will to resolve these 
issues and instead seeks gains without 
making concessions. According to him, Iran 
recognizes this approach and acts in accor-
dance with its national interests.

Etemad: Why Iran should pursue better 
relations with Saudi Arabia

In an analysis of Iran’s policy toward Saudi 
Arabia, Etemad argued that current region-
al and global realities have led Iran to avoid 
confrontation with neighboring countries, 
especially Saudi Arabia, and instead empha-
size areas of common interest. The news-
paper stated that strengthening regional 
relations, preventing the emergence of an 
Arab-Israeli alignment and the further de-
velopment of the Abraham Accords, uti-
lizing Iran’s influence in the Islamic world, 
discouraging excessive Saudi-Israeli rap-
prochement, expanding ties with Persian 
Gulf neighbors to help mitigate the impact of 
sanctions, and securing a role in the region’s 
post-war security structure all require im-
proving relations with Riyadh. According to 
Etemad, despite existing disagreements, 
expanding relations with Saudi Arabia is 
essential because stronger ties with Riyadh 
are viewed as the key to broader engage-
ment with the countries of the region.

What do gas prices in America reveal?

TEHRAN — Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian on Tuesday met Azerbaijani Deputy 
Prime Minister Shahin Mustafayev in Tehran, 
affirming that “borders will not obstruct the 
expansion of relations between the two neigh-
bors.”

He emphasized Azerbaijan’s “special place” 
in Iran’s neighborhood policy and urged full 
use of shared capacities to deepen ties and ac-
celerate existing agreements, including road, 
air, and rail routes.

Mustafayev, in turn, underscored the im-

portance of reinforcing transport and corri-
dor connections, noting that active political 
dialogue between President Pezeshkian and 
President Ilham Aliyev has imparted signifi-
cant momentum to bilateral relations.

The meeting followed the 17th Joint Eco-
nomic Commission in Baku and the April re-
opening of Azerbaijan’s embassy in Tehran.

Trade and cargo volumes along the Inter-
national North-South Transport Corridor con-
tinue to rise, with the Aghband-Kalaleh bridge 
and Astara terminal nearing completion.

Pezeshkian calls for maximum use of shared 
capacities with Azerbaijan

Araghchi’s diplomacy in UN puts war, Hormuz 
and nuclear rights at center of Iran’s outreach

Qalibaf warns US of a swift, regret-inducing response to any aggression



 From Page 1    On its designa-
tion as a “terrorist” organization 
by the U.S. government, the IRGC 
rejects the label as a political tool 
used by Washington to isolate and 
silence its opponents. It says the 
American people should see the 
IRGC “not as a threat but as the 
main line of defense against West-
ern and Zionist domination.” Iran’s 
resistance is regional and defen-
sive, the letter says, while U.S. 
power is expansionist and driven 
by interests outside the region.

The document is written from 
the position of an Iran that, it says, 
has survived a major military ag-
gression launched by the United 
States and Israel on February 28, 
2026. The letter devotes several 
pages to that aggression. It says 
the war failed to break Iran’s will 
or change its course, and that the 
“outcome has exposed the limits 
of American military power in the 

region.”

From that experience, the IRGC 
draws a larger conclusion: the 
United States is a declining pow-
er, and Iran’s doctrine and world-
view have already won a moral and 
strategic victory.

“It is perfectly clear which of 
the two leaders God supports,” 
the letter says, contrasting Iran’s 
leadership with a “self-enriching” 
elite in Washington.

The IRGC also accuses American 
politicians of treating foreign wars 

as financial opportunities. It notes 
that some trade stocks based on 
the outcomes of conflicts. It says 
the same leaders who speak of 
democracy and human rights have 
little concern for the Americans 
who bear the costs of war. That 
charge, the letter says, should 
unite Americans and Iranians 
rather than divide them.

The closing section is a warning. 
“America’s crimes have turned the 
world into a powder keg that is 
ready to explode,” the letter states. 
It says the American public has the 
power and the responsibility to 
stop a course that is unsustain-
able and dangerous for West Asia 
and for the United States itself.

The letter ends by invoking the 
Golden Rule, found in the Talmud 
and the Gospels, and calls on 
Americans to demand immedi-
ate change before more conflict 
spreads.

TEHRAN — The United States degraded Iran’s 
military capabilities in the war that began on 
February 28, but it did not win it. That is the as-
sessment of Sina Azodi, assistant professor of 
Middle East politics and director of the Middle 
East Studies MA Program at George Washing-
ton University’s Elliott School of International 
Affairs.

In an interview with Tehran Times, Azodi, au-
thor of “Iran and the Bomb: The United States, 
Iran, and the Nuclear Question,” said victory is 
measured by political objectives, not destruc-
tion. He also argued that the strategic logic be-
hind Iran’s nuclear program predates the Islamic 
Republic and will outlast any government in Teh-
ran.

Survival versus unconditional surrender
“Victory in war is not defined by the amount 

of destruction that you bring,” Azodi said. “It is 
defined by whether one side can achieve its po-
litical objective of the war.”

He pointed to the demands of the Trump ad-
ministration, beginning with the unconditional 
surrender the U.S. president publicly called for 
on Truth Social. “Was unconditional surrender 
achieved? The answer is clearly no,” he said. Re-
gime change was not achieved either, he added, 
and Trump did not play the role he had demand-
ed in choosing Iran’s next Supreme Leader.

“So, you cannot say that the U.S. won the war,” 
Azodi said. Iran’s own objective, he noted, “was 
simple: survive. And it was able to survive.”

The limits of airpower and nuclear weapons
Azodi said the outcome confirmed the argu-

ment of his February 24 article that airpower 
alone cannot force a state to capitulate. His-
torical cases, he noted, include the firebombing 
of Dresden and Japanese cities, and NATO’s air 

campaign against Yugoslavia. In each, the other 
side surrendered only after ground defeat or the 
threat of invasion.

“Air power is a very effective tool of destruc-
tion, but it is unable to deliver the political victo-
ry that the other side is seeking,” he said. “After 
40 days of intense air campaigns, Iranians did 
not surrender.”

In his August 25 analysis, Azodi examined the 
Falklands War, the Russia-Ukraine conflict, and 
the recent U.S.-Iran war. Nuclear weapons played 
no role in any of them, he said, and were not even 
considered in the political discussions of the 
countries that possessed them.

“Nuclear weapons are an effective tool of de-
terrence, but provide no coercive leverage,” he 
said, meaning they cannot be used to force an-
other state to back down.

Iran’s conventional capabilities gave it more 
practical leverage, he said. Tehran “was able 
to deliver severe punishment on international 
shipping” and disrupt global markets, fertilizers, 
and inflation, while U.S. energy markets were 
also affected. Azodi added that the bar for using 
nuclear weapons is very high, noting that Trump 
recently called a question about it “stupid.”

Threat perceptions that survived the revo-
lution

Turning to his book, Azodi said the logic of 
Iran’s nuclear program survived the 1979 revo-
lution because “the threat perceptions have not 
fundamentally changed.”

He traced those perceptions to the Persian 
Gulf, where Iran has historically been invaded. 
The Portuguese Navy occupied Hormuz Island in 
the 1600s, and Iran was invaded from the Gulf 
again in World War II. The Shah called the Strait 
of Hormuz Iran’s “jugular vein,” Azodi said, and 

leaders of the Islamic Republic voice similar 
views. “This is where Iran lives. Iran cannot go 
anywhere else,” he said.

Threats from the west were equally conse-
quential. The Shah worried about the Ba’athist 
regimes in Iraq and Syria and wanted to be pre-
pared if Iraq developed nuclear weapons, Azodi 
said, and Iraq attacked in 1980.

“It doesn’t matter, from my perspective, which 
ruling regime will be in Tehran,” he said. “They 
see threats coming from pretty much all over 
the place.”

A history of denied reactors and fuel
Azodi said Washington has forgotten that it 

once encouraged Iran’s nuclear ambitions. Un-
der the Eisenhower administration’s Atoms for 
Peace program, the United States was Iran’s nu-
clear patron. A Stanford University report cited 
in his book told the Iranian government it would 
need some 20,000 megawatts of electricity by 
1994, with nuclear energy the best viable option.

Figures such as Henry Kissinger later reversed 
course, Azodi said. Kissinger had called the Shah 
visionary and encouraged him to buy reactors, 
then questioned the program on the grounds 
that Iran had oil and gas.

After the revolution, Azodi said, Tehran found 
that the countries that had urged it to buy reac-
tors refused to sell them, and in Europe’s case 
refused to deliver fuel Iran had paid for. Under 
Reagan administration pressure, which began a 
campaign in 1983 to limit Iran’s access to nuclear 
technology, Iranian leaders faced a choice. “They 
either had the option of abandoning everything 
or trying to somehow resurrect the program,” he 
said. By 1987 they had decided to pursue enrich-
ment.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN — US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio is once again making inflammatory 
claims about Iran in an apparent attempt to 
divert attention from Washington’s own re-
cord of aggression and bloodshed.

In an interview with Fox News, Rubio 
claimed that a nuclear-armed Iran would 
“blackmail the world and kill people.” He 
portrayed a hypothetical scenario in which 
Tehran could disrupt maritime trade, impose 
tolls and cut off energy supplies through the 
Strait of Hormuz. Rubio went further, claim-
ing that Iran is led by officials with an “apoca-
lyptic vision” who seek to bring about the end 
of the world.

Such claims are intended to portray Iran as 
a threat to global security, but they overlook 
the reality of US military actions and policies 
in the region. While Rubio speaks of hypo-
thetical threats Iran might pose in the future, 
the United States and Israel have already in-
flicted death and destruction on the Iranian 
people.

On February 28, the United States and 
Israel launched a massive military assault 
against Iran. The attack resulted in the 
deaths of thousands of Iranian citizens. While 
Rubio warns about what Iran might do in a 
hypothetical scenario, US-made weapons 
have already been used in attacks that killed 
civilians inside Iran.

Among the most shocking incidents was 
the direct strike on a school in Minab, along 
with attacks on civilian areas in Lamerd. In-
ternational observers and human rights 
organizations have raised serious concerns 
over the legality of such attacks and de-
scribed some of them as possible war crimes. 
Striking a school filled with children cannot 

be justified as an act of self-defense, yet Ru-
bio and other US officials continue to focus 
on alleged future threats from Iran while 
avoiding scrutiny of Washington’s own mili-
tary actions.

It is particularly striking for a US official 
to accuse Iran of “blackmail” and violence. 
For decades, Washington has used economic 
sanctions, military pressure and political in-
tervention against countries that challenge 
its policies. Iran has itself been subjected 
to extensive US sanctions intended to exert 
pressure on its economy and government. 
Washington has also pursued aggressive 
measures against governments it opposes, 
including Venezuela, where the United States 
abducted President Nicolás Maduro.

The US role in the Gaza war has further un-
dermined Washington’s claims to be defend-
ing human rights. The US government has 
continued to provide Israel with weapons, 
financial support, and diplomatic backing de-
spite the enormous civilian death toll in Gaza. 
Against this backdrop, Rubio’s warnings 
about the protection of human life ring hol-
low to Iran and many others across the world.

Rubio’s claims about the Strait of Hormuz 
also overlook Iran’s longstanding role in the 
security of the Persian Gulf and the strate-
gic waterway. Iran has repeatedly empha-
sized the importance of maintaining regional 
stability and protecting its sovereignty in 
the face of US military deployments, Israeli 
threats and sanctions.

Iran’s stated position is not about seeking 
an “apocalypse,” as Rubio alleges, but about 
defending its sovereignty, national interests 
and right to pursue an independent foreign 
policy free from foreign coercion.

TEHRAN – The Embassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in London has categorically re-
jected attempts by British media to implicate 
the country in the recent arrest of five individu-
als near the Royal Air Force (RAF) Fairford base, 
labeling the speculation as “fabricated” and 
“malicious.”

The embassy statement, released on the so-
cial media platform X, firmly condemned the 
narrative being pushed by certain British out-
lets, warning that such baseless accusations 
serve only to exacerbate anti-Iranian sentiment 
within the United Kingdom.

“The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in London categorically rejects and strongly 
condemns the recent unfounded and malicious 
speculations published by some British individ-
uals and media outlets attempting to link Iran 
to arrest of five suspects in the vicinity of RAF 
Fairford base,” the embassy said on X.

“The circulation of such fabricated specula-
tions, particularly in the aftermath of the crimi-
nal acts of aggression committed by the United 
States and the Israeli regime against the Iranian 
people, will serve no purpose other than to fuel 
Iranophobia propaganda in the UK,” it added.

The mission further emphasized that it “re-
serves the right to take appropriate legal mea-
sures, as necessary, to safeguard the rights 
and interests of the country and its people in 
response to misleading and damaging media 
narratives.”

The arrests occurred near RAF Fairford, a fa-
cility that has long drawn scrutiny from Tehran 
due to its role in hosting US bombers poten-
tially deployed for regional operations. Coun-
terterrorism police identified the five suspects 
as British nationals, aged 23 to 25, all residents 
of inner London—specifically from Camden, 
Westminster, and Willesden. The individuals are 
currently being held on suspicion of preparing 
terrorist acts and offenses under the Explo-
sives Act.

Despite the fact that the suspects are UK cit-
izens, political rhetoric in Britain has attempted 
to cast the incident through a geopolitical lens. 
UK Foreign Secretary Ed Miliband, speaking 
at the Labour Party conference in Liverpool, 
claimed the incident served as “a reminder of 
the threats our country faces,” and provoca-
tively stated, “We will act against the proxies of 
Iran.”

Miliband refused to elaborate on the investi-
gation or address claims made by US President 
Donald Trump, who suggested the suspects 
had been under surveillance by American in-
telligence for an extended period. When ques-
tioned by reporters regarding a potential Ira-
nian connection, Trump did not offer a direct 
denial, instead opting for a vague gesture.

Tehran has consistently maintained that the 
use of British bases for hostile actions against 
the Iranian people is a provocative stance that 
jeopardizes regional security.
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 Azeri, Iranian presidents review ties in 
phone call

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian held 
a telephone conversation, discussing bilat-
eral relations and recent developments in 
ties between the two neighbors. Aliyev con-
gratulated Pezeshkian on his birthday and 
wished him health, longevity, and success. 
The two leaders welcomed the outcome 
of their recent meeting in Bishkek and re-
viewed issues discussed there. They also 
noted the ongoing visit of an Azerbaijani 
government delegation to Iran and talks on 
bilateral cooperation.

 Iran, Azerbaijan seek to expand ener-
gy cooperation

Iranian Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad and 
Azerbaijani Deputy Prime Minister Shahin 
Mustafayev discussed ways to expand ener-
gy cooperation, with a focus on energy trade 
and areas of mutual interest. Paknejad said 
longstanding ties and recent constructive 
cooperation had created a strong basis for 
deeper economic relations. The two sides 
agreed to pursue identified areas through 
joint working groups aimed at translating 
discussions into tangible results. It was 
their third meeting since October 2024.

 Unidentified projectile hits vessel in 
Strait of Hormuz

The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Op-
erations (UKMTO) said an unidentified pro-
jectile struck a vessel transiting the Strait 
of Hormuz on Monday evening. According 
to the maritime security agency, the strike 
triggered a fire aboard the oil tanker, which 
was extinguished shortly afterward. The 
vessel subsequently resumed its voyage. No 
further details have been released regard-
ing the nature of the incident, the vessel’s 
nationality or the circumstances surround-
ing the strike.

 Iraqi Airways to resume Iran flights in 
October after securing sanctions exemp-
tion

Iraqi Airways plans to restart flights to 
Iran in October after obtaining an exemp-
tion from US sanctions that have restrict-
ed services to Iranian airlines, according to 
Iraq’s Transport Ministry.

According to the state Iraqi News Agency 
(INA), Iraqi Airways already resumed flights 
between Najaf and Iranian airports on Mon-
day

Addressing earlier disruptions, the Iraqi 
ambassador to Iran, Yasser Abdul-Zahra Al-
Hajjaj, told INA, “The government had not 

issued any decision to halt flights with Iran; 
rather, foreign ground-handling companies 
had refrained from providing services due 
to fears of US sanctions.”

 Imbalance in US-Iran negotiations fa-
vors Tehran 

Talha Abdulrazaq, a Middle East strategy 
and security affairs specialist, has told Al 
Jazeera that the US and Iran are approach-
ing diplomacy on different timelines.

 “The Americans want some solid conces-
sions on the nuclear component of nego-
tiations, and the Iranians say, ‘Well, OK, we 
don’t have an issue with that necessarily, 
but first of all, we need to see some good 
faith from the American side, which is un-
freezing of assets, sanctions relief and the 
lifting of the naval blockade,’” he said.

Abdulrazaq said the imbalance favors 
Tehran to a degree but does not mean Iran 
is spared the pressure. 

Abdulrazaq said the US midterm elections 
in November are also constraining Wash-
ington. Afterwards, he said, “The Americans 
are going to have more leeway to perhaps 
either escalate the conflict or maybe even 
de-escalate” and return to something sim-
ilar to the MoU.

‘White House oppressing both 
Iranians and Americans’

US pressure failed to force Iran to abandon its nuclear 
strategy: Iranian-American scholar

IRGC letter to American people urges break from US war policies

 Sina Azodi says Iran’s security concerns, distrust of Washington,  
and regional threats have shaped its nuclear calculations 

Rubio invokes ‘blackmail’  
to hide US crimes in Iran

Iran embassy rejects UK media claims 
over RAF Fairford arrests, warns 
against fueling ‘Iranophobia’
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TEHRAN- A member of the 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, em-
phasizing that the main problem 
of Iran’s exports is not a lack of 
production capacity, deemed it 
necessary to reform trade pro-
cesses, reduce transaction costs, 
and create infrastructure for a 
sustainable presence in foreign 
markets.

Shahla Amouri, President of the 
Ahvaz Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture, 
said that the problem of Iran’s 
exports is not a lack of produc-
tion capacity; the problem is the 
inability to convert this capacity 
into a sustainable presence in 
the market. An economy that has 
supply capacity—from energy 
and raw materials to industrial 
and agricultural products—can 
use foreign trade for growth 
when an Iranian firm can deliv-
er its product to the customer 
at a predictable cost, through a 
clear process, and in competitive 
time. The gap between these two 
points is where a significant part 
of Iran’s economic advantages is 
eroded.

Between producing a good and 
selling it sustainably in a foreign 
market lies a chain of decisions 
and processes: from financing 
and regulations to transporta-
tion, standards, insurance, mar-
ket information, and distribution 
networks. Weakness in any link 
destroys part of the advantage 
created at the production stage.

In today’s trade, a foreign cus-
tomer does not buy only goods; 
they also buy reliability. Contin-
uous supply, consistent quality, 

on-time delivery, predictable 
prices, and after-sales services 
are part of the value of a trans-
action. Therefore, successful ex-
port is not the result of a single 
deal; it is the result of building 
trust and continuity in a trade 
relationship.

Khuzestan is a clear example 
of this reality. Having ports, a 
land border with Iraq, access to 
open waters, and diverse indus-
trial and agricultural capacities 
has placed this province in a po-
sition where it can be one of the 
drivers of the country’s regional 
trade. But geography becomes 
an economic advantage only 
when infrastructure and trade 
governance can turn this capac-
ity into an efficient path for firm 
activity.

Meanwhile, one of the less-
seen issues is the difference 
between “the possibility of ac-
cessing the market” and “the 
ability to remain in the market.” 

The initial presence of a good in 
a foreign market may be formed 
by a single deal, but its continu-
ation depends on understanding 
consumer behavior, standards, 
competitors’ prices, distribution 
channels, import regulations, 
and supplier credibility. Many 
small and medium-sized firms 
do not have regular and usable 
access to this information.

For this reason, trade develop-
ment policy must move beyond 
providing general information 
and toward trade intelligence. A 
firm must know, in each target 
market, what product with what 
specifications, through what 
route, and to which customers 
can be offered. This information 
must be up-to-date, practical, 
and convertible into an economic 
decision.

On the other hand, the coun-
try’s foreign trade structure still 
faces a multiplicity of processes 
and scattered responsibilities. In 

a single chain, an exporter en-
counters multiple institutions 
and regulations, while the per-
formance of these institutions 
has not always been designed 
around a common goal. The re-
sult is increased friction along a 
path that should be predictable 
for firms.

To reform this situation, five 
actions must be pursued as a 
single package: First, reducing 
administrative friction by inte-
grating systems, exchanging in-
formation among agencies, and 
eliminating parallel controls; 
second, managing trade time 
and cost by setting specific in-
dicators for core processes and 
continuously measuring perfor-
mance; third, creating shared 
services for small and medi-
um-sized firms in cargo consol-
idation, warehousing, packaging, 
transportation, and specialized 
consulting; fourth, launching a 
market intelligence system in 
border provinces to provide up-
to-date information on demand, 
regulations, competitors, and 
distribution networks; and fifth, 
creating a clear mechanism for 
resolving trade problems by des-
ignating the responsible agency, 
a response deadline, and an eval-
uable result.

These five axes are in fact five 
links in a single reform: simplify-
ing the path, reducing transac-
tion costs, enabling the presence 
of small firms, gaining a more 
accurate understanding of the 
market, and turning unresolved 
issues into cases with a des-
ignated responsible party and 
timeframe.

TEHRAN- Uzbekistan’s $1.4 
billion food market is open to Ira-
nian exporters as trade between 
the two countries reached $305 
million in the first half of 2026, 
and three cooperation docu-
ments were recently signed.

According to a Mehr News 
Agency, Uzbekistan is becoming 
one of Central Asia’s growing 
markets, as its food imports in 
the first quarter of 2026 jumped 
by nearly 46% to $1.4 billion. Yet 

Iran’s share of this market re-
mains limited, and economic ac-
tors believe that expanding Iran’s 
food industry exports to Tash-
kent requires resolving financial 
and transportation obstacles 
and gaining a more accurate un-
derstanding of the market.

In recent years, Uzbekistan has 
pursued its foreign trade devel-
opment path more rapidly, and 
growth in imports, increased for-
eign investment, and expanded 

ties with regional markets have 
made the country one of Central 
Asia’s notable markets.

According to the latest statis-
tics from Uzbekistan’s National 
Statistics Committee, the coun-
try’s imports in the first quarter 
of 2026 reached $12.2 billion. 
Among these, food products 
and live animals, with a share of 
about $1.4 billion, were one of 
the main import groups. Nota-
bly, imports in this group grew by 

45.9% compared with the same 
period last year.

These figures show that Uz-
bekistan’s food market is not 
merely a domestic consumer 
market; given the country’s pop-
ulation of more than 37 million 
and its position as one of Central 
Asia’s trade hubs, it could be-
come more important for region-
al food exporters.

TEHRAN- On the eve of the Iran-Belarus 
Joint Economic Committee, the Director Gen-
eral of the Central Asia, Caucasus and Russia 
Office of the Iran Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion announced: The value of trade exchanges 
between Iran and Belarus in 2025 amounted 
to $76 million.

According to IRNA, citing the Iran Trade 
Promotion Organization, Mehdi Babaei stat-
ed that agricultural and petrochemical prod-
ucts had the largest share in Iran’s exports 
to Belarus, and added: The 19th meeting of 
the Iran-Belarus Joint Economic Cooperation 
Committee will be held with the participation 
of Seyed Mohammad Atabak, Minister of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade, and the Minister of 
Industry of the Republic of Belarus.

Babaei considered the holding of joint 
committees as a foundation for strengthen-
ing and expanding mutual cooperation be-
tween the two countries and added: At this 
meeting, emphasis will be placed on devel-
oping cooperation in the fields of trade and 
industry, agriculture, investment, health and 
pharmaceuticals, as well as strengthening 
interaction between the private sectors of 
the two countries, with the aim of expanding 
Iran-Belarus economic and trade relations as 
much as possible.

According to him, at the end of this meet-
ing, a memorandum of understanding on co-
operation between the industry ministers of 
the two countries will be signed. Also, meet-
ing with the Prime Minister and officials of 
the Republic of Belarus and the opening of 
Iran’s dedicated trade pavilion with the mem-
ber states of the Eurasian Economic Union 
at the “InnoProm Belarus” exhibition are 
among the other programs planned within 
the framework of this meeting.

Back in mid-August, Iran’s Deputy Agri-

culture Minister for planning and Economy 
Affairs met with the Minister of Agriculture 
and Food of Belarus, emphasizing the devel-
opment of bilateral cooperation in the fields 
of agricultural fertilizers, machinery, and 
joint investment.

According to Mehr News Agency, Akbar 
Fathi, Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister for 
planning and Economy Affairs, met and held 
talks with Yuri Gorlov, Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food of the Republic of Belarus, on 
the sidelines of the 7th meeting of the Poli-
cy Council of Agriculture and Industry of the 
Eurasian Economic Union, held in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan.

During the meeting, the capacities and ar-
eas for developing agricultural and economic 
cooperation between the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the Republic of Belarus were re-
viewed, and both sides emphasized the need 
to strengthen bilateral interactions and uti-
lize existing capacities to develop trade and 
investment in the agricultural sector.

One of the main axes of the negotiations 
was the continuation and development of co-
operation between the two countries in the 
supply and trade of potash and phosphate 
fertilizers. In this regard, existing capacities 
for expanding trade cooperation, as well as 
examining areas for joint investment in the 
production and supply of agricultural inputs, 
were taken into consideration.

The Iranian side, referring to the impor-
tance of sustainable supply of inputs needed 
by the agricultural sector, emphasized the 
use of capacities of EAEU member states to 
diversify input supply sources and develop 
long-term cooperation.

Also during this meeting, capacities for 
joint cooperation in the field of agricultural 
machinery and equipment were discussed 

and exchanged.

Both sides emphasized identifying the ca-
pacities of manufacturing companies and 
private sector activists of the two countries 
and paving the way for the development of 
exchanges, technology transfer, and joint in-
vestments in the field of agricultural machin-
ery and equipment.

The development of trade in agricultural 
and food products between Iran and Belar-
us was another focus of this meeting. With-
in this framework, existing capacities for 
increasing trade exchanges in the fields of 
poultry meat, dairy products, and various 
fruits were reviewed, and the need to facil-
itate trade and create suitable grounds for 
greater presence of producers and exporters 
of the two countries in each other’s markets 
was emphasized.

Also, the issue of developing trade rela-
tions and utilizing the capacities of existing 
agreements and mechanisms to increase the 
volume of agricultural and food product ex-
changes between the two countries was tak-
en into consideration.

At the end of this meeting, both sides em-
phasized the continuation of consultations 
and follow-up on the issues raised with the 
aim of developing joint investments, increas-
ing agricultural trade, strengthening coop-
eration in the field of inputs and agricultural 
machinery, and creating new opportunities 
for private sector cooperation.

The meeting was held within the frame-
work of the programs of the 7th Policy Coun-
cil of Agriculture and Industry of the Eurasian 
Economic Union and in line with strengthen-
ing the agricultural diplomacy of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and developing economic 
interactions with the member states of this 
union.

TEHRAN- Shahin Mustafayev, Deputy 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
speaking on the sidelines of the meeting of 
the heads of the Joint Committee for Eco-
nomic Cooperation between Iran and the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, stressed the friendly and 
brotherly relations between Tehran and Baku 
and said: Despite existing tensions in the re-
gion, relations and cooperation between the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran are developing in various fields, 
and this trend will continue.

He added: At this meeting, priority issues 
and prospects for cooperation between the 
two countries were discussed, and matters 
related to trade, logistics, transportation, 
and energy were reviewed.

Referring to the increase in trade exchang-
es between the two countries, the Deputy 
Prime Minister of Azerbaijan said: The trade 
volume between Iran and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan has increased, and within the 
framework of the International North-South 
Corridor, the volume of cargo and goods 
transportation has also been on an upward 
trend.

He continued: In all areas of cooperation, 
joint projects between the two countries are 
progressing, and at this meeting, the latest 
status of the implementation of these proj-
ects was also examined.

Mustafayev, referring to some joint in-
frastructure projects between Iran and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, stated: The construc-
tion of a bridge over the Aras River, the Agh-
band-Kalaleh project, and the Astara railway 
cargo terminal are almost complete, and we 
discussed the inauguration of these projects 
with my Iranian counterpart so that we can 
see them become operational as soon as 
possible.

In conclusion, the Deputy Prime Minister of 
Azerbaijan, stating that Iran and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan have fruitful cooperation in var-
ious fields, noted: The Republic of Azerbaijan 
is interested in developing its relations and 
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Iran-Azerbaijan six-month trade increas-
es

Iran’s Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, referring to the increase in trade 
exchanges between Iran and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan over the past six months, said: 
Developing infrastructure and removing ob-
stacles are effective in sustaining this trend, 
and the project to widen the Jolfa–Kalaleh 
route can increase the transport capacity and 
volume of trade exchanges between the two 
countries.

According to IRNA, citing the Ministry of 
Transport and Urban Development, Farzaneh 
Sadegh said on Monday at the end of the 
meeting of the heads of the Joint Economic 
Cooperation Committee of Iran and the Re-
public of Azerbaijan: “Today we hosted Sha-
hin Mustafayev, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and Chairman of the 
Joint Economic Committee of the two coun-
tries.”

Emphasizing that relations between Iran 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan are friendly, 
brotherly, and strategic, she added: “In to-
day’s meeting, the issues agreed upon in the 
joint committee were reviewed and the latest 
status of implementation of the agreements 
was examined.”

Referring to the increase in the volume 
of trade exchanges between the two coun-
tries, the Minister of Transport and Urban 
Development said: “In the past six months, 
despite the problems and conditions caused 
by the war in the region, we have witnessed 
an increase in the volume of trade exchanges 
between Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
and we are trying to continue this trend by 
developing infrastructure and removing ob-
stacles.”

Sadegh, referring to the project to widen 
the Jolfa–Kalaleh route, said: “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran is seriously advancing this 
project, and widening this route can be effec-
tive in increasing the transport capacity and 
volume of trade exchanges between the two 
countries.”

In conclusion, the Minister of Transport and 
Urban Development emphasized: “Given the 
friendly and brotherly relations between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, the ground is prepared for fur-
ther development of cooperation between 
the two countries in various fields, and we 
will certainly witness the expansion of bilat-
eral relations and cooperation in the future.”

Back in early September, Farzaneh Sadegh, 
and Shahin Mustafayev, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of Azerbaijan, held a telephone conversa-
tion to review the latest developments in bi-
lateral relations and explore ways to expand 
economic ties, particularly in transit, energy, 
and border infrastructure.

According to a report by IRNA from the 
Ministry of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, both sides assessed the growing trend 
in bilateral relations and emphasized the 
continuation of high-level consultations.

Farzaneh Sadegh, referring to specialized 
meetings held in gas, electricity, and trans-
portation sectors, called for accelerating 
the formation of joint committees to follow 
up and implement the approvals from these 
meetings.

The Minister of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, pointing to the damage caused 
by recent regional tensions to transporta-
tion infrastructure, stated: “Despite existing 
challenges, the reconstruction of damaged 
routes has been prioritized and the process 
of completing ongoing infrastructure proj-
ects continues without interruption.”

She attributed the strengthening of rela-
tions between Tehran and Baku to the will of 
the presidents of the two countries and the 
close interaction of executive officials at var-
ious levels.

Shahin Mustafayev also expressed satis-
faction with the progress of railway projects 
during the call, stating: “The railway route 
within Azerbaijan’s territory up to the ‘Agh-
band’ region has been completed, and with 
the completion of the section within Iran, we 
will witness a significant transformation in 
the region’s transit and logistics capacities.”

Praising the professional performance of 
Iran’s Ministry of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment in addressing infrastructure dam-
age, he added: “The Iranian government’s 
determination to revive and activate transit 
corridors is a commendable approach.”

At the end of the call, the two sides ex-
changed views on the latest regional devel-
opments and emphasized deepening stra-
tegic and economic cooperation as the main 
pillar of stability and development in the re-
gion.

In a decisive move that signals a new phase 
in regional economic integration, Iran and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan are rapidly expanding 
their bilateral trade and transit cooperation 
through a series of high-level agreements, 
infrastructure projects, and customs facilita-
tion measures. The momentum, driven by po-
litical will at the highest levels and supported 
by tangible results at border crossings, posi-
tions the two neighbors as strategic partners 
in connecting the Caucasus, Central Asia, and 
the Persian Gulf.

At the heart of this economic rapproche-
ment lies the Bileh Savar border crossing in 
Iran’s northwestern Ardabil Province—a 24/7 
customs post that has emerged as a vital ar-
tery for trade. Over the past year alone, the 
crossing recorded $268 million in exports, 
demonstrating its growing capacity to han-
dle increased commercial volumes. This fig-
ure is particularly noteworthy given that the 
period coincided with external pressures and 
regional instability, underscoring the resil-
ience of Iran’s border economy and its ability 
to maintain trade flows even under challeng-
ing circumstances.
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projects nearly complete as trade grows

Private sector’s 5 demands for 
expansion of export 

Iran-Belarus trade reaches $76m in 2025

Uzbekistan’s $1.4b food market awaits Iran

SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

ECONOMY



By Ali Minabi 

TEHRAN – Freedom without 
the means to defend it is only a 
promise and sovereignty with-
out the power to protect it is only 
a symbol.

This is the situation facing the 
Iraqi people following the gov-
ernment’s announcement that 
September 30, 2026 will be des-
ignated as a national day known 
as “Sovereignty Day.”  Baghdad 
has also declared four days of 
public holidays, from Wednesday 
through Saturday, to mark the 
event.

On the surface, the occasion 
appears to mark a legitimate 
national milestone. At its core, 
however, it raises an ambiguity 
that deserves the attention of 
both Arab and Iraqi leaders.

It is self-evident that sover-
eignty, both in political science 
and in the experience of nations 
that have endured the struggles 
of liberation, is not defined by a 
day proclaimed from a podium. 
It is measured instead by prin-
ciples that people embraced be-
fore their governments did.

Chief among them is the de-
parture of the last foreign sol-
dier from Iraq’s territory and the 
sole authority of national securi-
ty forces to defend its land, sea, 
and air. They also include free-
dom in political and economic 
decision-making from outside 
pressure, and the right of the 
people to choose their own path 
rather than accept imposed al-
ternatives.

When these conditions are 
met, a date becomes a symbol 
worthy of celebration. When they 
are not, any day given this name 
remains little more than a title 
without substance.

At the heart of the debate in 
Iraqi political and media circles 
is not the name of the day itself. 
It is the attempt to link it, either 
openly or indirectly, to the ques-
tion of disarming the resistance 
factions.

Critics argue that this is a 
methodological error before it is 
a political one. The literature and 
historical experience of states 
that emerged from occupation 
link sovereignty to the depar-
ture of foreign forces and the 
independence of national deci-
sion-making. They do not define 
it as the disarmament of the 
forces that helped achieve that 
independence.

In Iraq’s case, the weapons of 
the resistance were never used 
to rebel against the state. Rath-
er, they were used first to defeat 

al-Qaeda and later Daesh, help-
ing to clear Iraqi territory of a 
transnational terrorist threat. 
Their role also extended beyond 
Iraq’s borders, supporting other 
resistance fronts in the region, 
above all the Palestinian cause.

A similar question was raised 
during a meeting that brought 
together political and military 
leaders, Popular Mobilization 
Forces leaders, and the prime 
minister. The discussion focused 
on the rationale and timing of 
any move against the weapons 
or leadership of the resistance. 
It also considered the strong so-
cial support these forces enjoy 
among Iraqis and the potential-
ly difficult-to-control reactions 
that could follow.

At a meeting attended by 
prominent military and political 
figures directly concerned with 
the matter, participants dis-
cussed the view that restricting 
or confiscating weapons did not 
reflect a genuine popular de-
mand in Iraq. Rather, they saw it 
as a response to external pres-
sure, including threats to restrict 
Iraqi funds.

This account was reportedly 
conveyed by people close to the 
decision-makers themselves, 
not only by opponents of the 
policy. This raises a fundamental 
question. Who is actually set-
ting the agenda for “Sovereignty 
Day”?

The debate over sovereignty 
and disarmament in Iraq cannot 
be understood in isolation from 
the wider regional context. The 
region is experiencing an on-
going confrontation between 
Washington and Tel Aviv on one 
side and the Axis of Resistance 
on the other. Any discussion of 
disarmament in Baghdad must 
therefore be understood in the 
context of this broader conflict. 

Nor is this debate new. It is 
part of a long struggle over the 
balance of military and political 
power in West Asia. For decades, 
Washington, Tel Aviv, and their 

allies have sought to weaken 
the capabilities of resistance 
factions opposed to the Zionist 
regime by targeting their leaders 
and positions across the region.

This shows that the real strug-
gle is over influence and weap-
ons, rather than the slogans re-
peatedly invoked to frame it.

The Israeli regime entered an 
unprecedented strategic crisis 
after October 7, 2023. The con-
flict was no longer, as it had been 
during the previous six rounds of 
fighting in Gaza, limited to a sin-
gle geographic area. Instead, it 
expanded to include supporting 
fronts in Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, 
and Iran.

Washington and its allies, 
therefore, faced a regional cri-
sis with several interconnected 
fronts. In response, they adopted 
a common approach of treating 
the weapons of resistance forc-
es in each country as a purely 
domestic matter, framing the is-
sue in terms of sovereignty and 
state-building.

In Lebanon, calls to hand over 
weapons are made in the name 
of completing state sovereignty, 
even as Israeli aggression con-
tinues unabated. 

In Gaza, bombardment and 
destruction continue, while the 
weapons of the Palestinian re-
sistance forces remain a central 
factor in any future settlement.

In Yemen, military pressure on 
Ansarallah continues, while Iran 
resists sustained political, eco-
nomic, and military coercion.

This leaves little doubt that 
the issue goes beyond Iraq’s in-
ternal affairs and is deeper than 
a debate over the strength of the 
state.

In Iraq, many fear that any 
hasty move to address the is-
sue of resistance weapons could 
trigger internal strife or con-
frontation between the official 
security forces and forces that 
defeated Daesh and openly sup-
ported the Palestinian cause.

The recent experience in Syria 
may offer an instructive lesson. 
Following the political transfor-
mation in Damascus, the Israeli 
regime launched widespread 
attacks on Syrian army weapons 
depots and defensive systems. 
This highlights that stripping a 
state of its weapons can leave 
it more exposed and weaken its 
ability to defend itself. Disar-
mament can also become part 
of a broader effort to reshape 
the balance of power within the 
country.

A legitimate question natural-
ly arises. Do foreign forces leave 
other countries of their own ac-
cord? Or does their departure 
usually come after armed re-
sistance, widespread public op-
position, or sustained protests 
and political pressure, as seen in 
numerous liberation struggles 
throughout modern history?

Had the matter been left en-
tirely to foreign powers, it would 
be difficult to imagine them will-
ingly abandoning the bases they 
established. American forces, 
for example, remain stationed 
at military bases in Japan and 
South Korea decades after the 
circumstances that originally 
justified their presence.

This confirms that foreign 
military presence is shaped by 
broader American strategic in-
terests rather than being deter-
mined solely by the host coun-
try’s wishes.

The American announcement 
of the withdrawal or redeploy-
ment of its forces in Iraq should 
not be seen as an act of gener-
osity toward Baghdad or the 
peoples of the region.

Rather, it should be under-
stood as a response to the real 
risks faced by American forces, 
whether from Iran or other re-
sistance fronts. These risks were 
among the key factors that led 
Washington to reconsider the 
nature of its military presence in 
the region.

If “Sovereignty Day” is to carry 
any genuine meaning, it should 
mark the beginning of a broad-
er national project to complete 
Iraq’s sovereignty. That means 
regulating arms, pursuing de-
velopment, and securing full 
control over its land, sea, and air. 
It should not become a ceremo-
nial occasion whose significance 
ends when the official celebra-
tions are over.

Ultimately, completing this 
national project requires con-
crete steps that go beyond cele-
bratory rhetoric.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   Flight records and intelligence 
reports reveal a different reality: a multi-state op-
erational gathering that tied Netanyahu’s domes-
tic political survival directly to the UAE’s apparent 
expanding role as a regional war center.

 Radar tracks reveal a multi-state gathering
Netanyahu’s aircraft, tail number M-ULTI, land-

ed at Al Bateen Executive Airport at 12:13 UTC. 
Within minutes, a series of linked aircraft arrived 
on the same tarmac, according to open-source 
data.

A plane associated with the family of eastern 
Libyan commander Khalifa Haftar, tail number 
P4-KH5I9, arrived at 12:40. A Qatari government 
aircraft landed at 12:18. A Moroccan Air Force 
C-130 had touched down hours earlier at 10:10. An 
Emirati-owned jet, A6-FAM, arrived at 12:10 after 
picking up passengers in Riyadh.

Reports in Hebrew-language media indicated 
that Mossad chief Roman Gofman organized a 
broader meeting alongside the primary bilateral 
session between Netanyahu and UAE President 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The Israeli intelligence chiefs, including Shin Bet 
director David Zini and former Mossad chief Da-
vid Barnea, have frequented Abu Dhabi in recent 
months.

The synchronized arrivals in Abu Dhabi point to 
a coordinated gathering of regional military and 
intelligence partners rather than a simple diplo-
matic chat.

 Safe passage for war criminals amid genocide
The passage of Netanyahu’s aircraft through 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia happened while Israeli 
strikes continued to devastate Gaza, pushing the 
Palestinian death toll past 74,000.

Both Amman and Riyadh regularly issue formal 
statements condemning Israeli military actions. 
Yet when Netanyahu needed to travel across West 
Asia, the corridor was open. Neither state scram-
bled jets or refused transit access.

This silent operational cooperation highlights 
the structural gap between public diplomatic 
rhetoric in Arab capitals and private military lo-
gistics.

For the states granting flight permissions, 
maintaining intelligence pipelines with Tel Aviv 
and Washington has taken priority over public sol-
idarity with Gaza.

Netanyahu flew over millions of outraged Arab 
citizens without setting off a single diplomatic 
alarm.

 Political lifelines and the October 7 warning
Netanyahu’s trip was driven by immediate do-

mestic pressure. Israel faces elections on October 
27, the first since the October 7, 2023 attacks.

Polls show a tight race, with Netanyahu’s Likud 
bloc tied with opposition forces led by former mil-

itary chief Gadi Eisenkot.

Netanyahu remains trapped by ongoing corrup-
tion trials and intelligence failures surrounding 
the October 7 attack.

Haaretz reported that Emirati President Mo-
hamed bin Zayed personally warned Netanyahu 
roughly ten days before October 7 that Yahya Sin-
war was preparing a major military operation. Ne-
tanyahu denied the account and threatened legal 
action against domestic news outlets covering the 
claim.

During Sunday’s meeting in Abu Dhabi, Net-
anyahu reportedly asked Mohamed bin Zayed to 
issue an explicit public denial of the pre-attack 
warning. Facing an electorate focused on security 
lapses, Netanyahu sought a clean political defense 
from an Arab leader to blunt opposition attacks at 
home.

 Abu Dhabi as launchpad for regional wars

The partnership between Israel and the UAE has 
shifted far beyond the economic framework of the 
2020 Abraham Accords.

During the recent campaign of aggression 
against Iran, Israel deployed Iron Dome air defense 
batteries and military personnel directly inside 
Emirati territory.

The relationship is reciprocal. The UAE has al-
lowed its territory, airfields, and maritime proxim-
ity to Iran to be integrated into Western and Israeli 
military planning.

This pattern of Emirati involvement extends 
well beyond the Persian Gulf into a broader web of 
transnational interventions.

United Nations investigative panels have con-
firmed that UAE-linked logistics networks supply 
weapons, foreign fighters, and heavy armor to the 
Rapid Support Forces in Sudan, fueling a cata-
strophic conflict that has displaced millions.

At the same time, Abu Dhabi provides steady 
financial, air, and logistical backing to Khalifa 
Haftar’s armed forces in eastern Libya, mirroring 
similar operational deployments such as supply-
ing armed drones to government forces during 
the Tigray war in Ethiopia.

The presence of a Haftar-linked aircraft on the 
runway in Abu Dhabi while Netanyahu met with 
Emirati leadership fits this broader reality. The 
UAE appears to operate as a central hub for re-
gional proxy warfare, financing, and air logistics.

Netanyahu departed Abu Dhabi without releas-
ing a formal joint statement or a single official 
photograph.

The silence was deliberate. It allowed Netanya-
hu to present himself as being in control to his 
political base while letting his Emirati hosts avoid 
public accountability for hosting an indicted war 
criminal executing multiple campaigns of aggres-
sion against Muslims in the region.

From page 1    “If the air blockade on the Is-
lamic Republic continues after October 1 of this 
year, our proud people will take a clear stance 
that may extend to closing the entry points of 
the countries participating in the blockade of the 
faithful Iranian people,” Hajj Abu Mujahid al-As-
saf stated in a statement.

The following is the text of the statement.

“Our Iraqi people, who are resisting, will cele-
brate on the thirtieth of this month the expulsion 
of the American and NATO occupation forces 
from Iraq at the hands of their sons—the brave 
men of the Islamic Resistance. The celebration 
will be a popular embodiment expressing the 
people’s rallying around the Iraqi resistance. Ac-

cordingly, we state the following:

1: Driving the occupation forces out of the land 
of Iraq in defeat is the beginning of achieving full 
sovereignty in the country over land, water, and 
sky, and of independence for political and eco-
nomic decision-making, by His permission, may 
He be exalted: (And if you return, We will return.)

2: Let those who are at the forefront of the 
governmental and political scene in Iraq know:

A. Our proud people know those who hide 
behind certain government decisions to push 
through what they publicly frame as a warning—
something that is counted against the party at 
the forefront of policymaking in the country.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

By staff writer

TEHRAN — The Izz al-Din 
al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas’ 
military wing, confirmed the 
martyrdom of senior command-
er Izz al-Din Abdul Aziz al-Beik, 
known as Abu Hamza, following 
a targeted Israeli one-way attack 
drone strike in Gaza City early 
Tuesday.

The dawn raid struck an apart-
ment inside the Al-Batoul build-
ing in the Al-Nasr neighborhood, 
killing Abu Hamza alongside fel-
low fighter Muhannad Abu Foul 
and wounding several civilians, 
including children. The blast ig-
nited a fire that completely de-
stroyed the home. 

As a member of al-Qassam’s 
General Military Council, Abu 
Hamza led the Northern Gaza 
Brigade, having assumed com-
mand after the martyrdom of 
Ahmed al-Ghandour.

Abu Hamza leaves behind a 
formidable record of frontline 
service.

According to the Al-Qassam 
Brigades’ statement, he com-

manded the first special unit in 
northern Gaza during the Al-Aq-
sa Intifada, led the Imad Aql Bat-
talion in 2009, and directed mili-
tary intelligence for the northern 
brigade starting in 2015.

An operational architect of the 
October 7 Al-Aqsa Flood opera-
tion, he later directed the gruel-
ing 107-day defensive campaign 
that thwarted Israel’s siege plan 
in northern Gaza, known as the 
“generals’ plan.”

While Israeli leaders touted the 
assassination, Hebrew-language 
media analysts have conceded 
that the targeted killing strate-
gy has failed to break the resis-
tance.

Reports in outlets such as Is-
rael Hayom have acknowledged 
that Hamas maintains a deep 
pipeline of experienced deputies 
positioned to assume leadership 
roles immediately.

These admissions reflect the 
structural failure of Israel’s cam-
paign to eliminate Palestinian 
military capacity.

Furthermore, resistance com-

manders continue to reject 
Washington-backed regional 
demands to disarm, insisting on 
retaining their defensive capabil-
ities against ongoing occupation 
aggression.

Tuesday’s strike marks a se-
vere escalation amid persistent 
ceasefire violations. Gaza’s Gov-
ernment Media Office reported 
Tuesday that Israeli forces have 
committed 5,147 breaches since 
the October 10, 2025 truce took 
effect, killing 1,421 Palestinians.

Israeli gunfire and drone at-
tacks also claimed lives in Deir 
al-Balah, Jabalia, and Rafah on 
Tuesday.

At the same time, the Israeli 
blockade continues to enforce 
severe humanitarian depriva-
tion across Gaza. Less than 35 
percent of agreed aid and recon-
struction trucks have been per-
mitted to enter.

UN satellite data indicates that 
over 82 percent of all structures 
in the enclave are damaged or 
destroyed.

More than 1.5 million displaced 
Palestinians now face the on-
set of winter in worn-out tents, 
while the overall death toll from 
the genocide since October 
2023 exceeds 74,000, with over 
175,000 wounded.
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Iraq’s sovereignty should not  
be defined by a single day

Netanyahu flew over Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia for clandestine talks in Abu Dhabi

Iraq’s Kata’ib Hezbollah threatens 
airspace closure over ban on Iran flights

Senior Gaza resistance commander Abu Hamza 
martyred in dawn raid



Iran volleyball battle 
back to defeat 
Indonesia in Nagoya
TEHRAN – Iran staged a remarkable comeback 

to defeat Indonesia 3-2 (22-25, 21-25, 25-21, 25-
19, 17-15) in Pool B of the 2026 Asian Games on 
Tuesday.

Iran fell two sets behind after Indonesia took 
the opening two sets, but Team Melli responded 
strongly to win the next three and complete a 
thrilling comeback.

Ali Haghparast led Iran with 22 points, while In-
donesia’s Farhan Halim was his team’s top scorer 
with 19 points.

The victory marked Iran’s third consecutive win 
in the competition. Team Melli had previously de-
feated Kyrgyzstan and Thailand in straight sets.

Iran will next face the second-placed team from 
Pool D on Thursday, with a place in the next stage 
at stake.

The men’s volleyball tournament at the 20th 
Asian Games is organized by the Asian Volley-
ball Confederation (AVC) in cooperation with the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).

The volleyball competition is being held in Oka-
zaki and Komaki in Aichi Prefecture, Japan, from 
September 27 to October 3.

Iran female 
weightlifter Beheshti 
takes bronze in 2026 
Asian Games
TEHRAN – Mahsa Beheshti from Iran won a 

bronze medal in weightlifting in the 2026 Asian 
Games on Tuesday. 

Beheshti achieved a snatch of 113kg, clean and 
jerk of 146kg, and a total of 259kg in the women’s 
86kg category.

Wu Yan of China won the gold medal with a 
snatch of 124kg, clean and jerk of 149kg, and a to-
tal of 273kg.

Bahrain’s Alina Marushchak claimed the silver 
medal with a snatch of 124kg, clean and jerk of 
148kg, and a total of 272kg. 

Reyhaneh Karimi from Iran had previously won 
the bronze medal in the women’s 77kg category. 

Iran’s athlete 
Amirian wins silver in 
2026 Asian games
TEHRAN – Iranian athlete Ali Amirian took a sil-

ver medal at the men’s 800 meters of the 2026 
Asian Games on Tuesday. 

He crossed the finish line with a time of 1:45.10 
at the Paloma Mizuho Sports Park, Nagoya, Japan.

Japanese athlete Ko Ochiai won the gold medal, 
clocking 1:44.48 and bronze medal went to Abu-
baker Abdalla with 1:45.25.

Athletics at the 2026 Asian Games is being held 
from Sept. 23 to 29 in two locations in Nagoya. 
There are a total of 50 medal events across three 
distinct sets: track and field, road running, and 
racewalking.

Ali Davoudi collects 
Iran’s 10th gold at 
Nagoya
TEHRAN – Iranian weightlifter Ali Davoudi won the 

gold medal in the men’s +110kg weightlifting event 
at the 2026 Asian Games in Nagoya on Tuesday.

Davoudi lifted 206kg in the snatch and 260kg in 
the clean and jerk for a combined total of 466kg, 
securing the top spot on the podium.

Iraq’s Ali Ammar Yusur Rubaiawi claimed the 
silver medal with a total of 465kg, lifting 219kg in 
the snatch and 246kg in the clean and jerk.

The bronze medal went to Bahrain’s Gor 
Minasyan, who recorded a total of 440kg with lifts 
of 205kg in the snatch and 235kg in the clean and 
jerk.

Ali Alipour had earlier won gold in the men’s 
95kg category.

Davoudi’s victory brought Iran’s gold-medal tal-

ly at the Games to 10.

Women’s futsal 
remains among top 
10 in FIFA rankings
TEHRAN - Iranian women’s futsal team has re-

mained among the top ten teams in the latest FIFA 
rankings.

FIFA has announced the latest world rankings 
for women’s futsal, placing the Iranian national 
team in tenth place—unchanged from the previ-
ous ranking.

The Iranian women’s futsal team continue to 
rank among the world’s top 10; the squad previ-
ously competed in the Women’s Futsal World Cup.

The Iranian national team players are current-
ly preparing to compete in the 2026 Asian Indoor 
Games, which will be hosted by Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Defeat in Nagoya, 
questions in Tehran: 
What next for U23s?
TEHRAN - Iran’s U23 football team suffered an-

other major setback at the Asian Games, crashing 
out of the 2026 tournament in Nagoya after a hu-
miliating 4-1 defeat to North Korea. 

The result was more than a disappointing night 
for Hossein Abdi’s side. It was another warning 
sign for an Iranian Football Federation that has 
repeatedly failed to build a clear, long-term plan 
for one of the country’s most important national 
teams.

The most worrying aspect is that this was not 
a squad lacking talent. Several players were reg-
ulars for their Persian Gulf Pro League clubs, and 
the team had been assembled with the stated am-
bition of using the Asian Games as a step towards 
the 2028 Olympics. Abdi himself had spoken about 
the importance of international matches and 
building chemistry before the tournament. 

Yet the team looked increasingly disconnected 
as the tournament progressed. After a promis-
ing opening win, Iran failed to secure qualifica-
tion against China and then produced a chaotic 
performance against North Korea. Abdi accepted 
responsibility and described the result as unac-
ceptable. 

That responsibility, however, cannot end with 
the coach.

Abdi certainly deserves scrutiny. He knew many 
of these players from their earlier youth-team 
years and had several preparation camps and 
overseas training periods. Whatever the logisti-
cal difficulties surrounding player availability and 
preparation, the final performance raised legiti-
mate questions about tactical organization, de-
fensive structure and the team’s ability to respond 
under pressure.

But changing the coach again risks missing the 
larger issue.

Iran’s Football Federation has repeatedly strug-
gled to establish a stable process for selecting 
U23 coaches and preparing teams well in advance 
of major tournaments. The pattern has become 
familiar: a coach is appointed relatively late, 
preparation is compressed, expectations remain 
high and, after failure, the entire project starts 
again with a new name.

Now the federation faces another decision. 
Names such as Afshin Ghotbi, Farhad Majidi, Yahya 
Golmohammadi and Mojtaba Hosseini have been 
mentioned, while the possibility of a foreign coach 
has also been discussed. Yet the crucial question 
is not which name appears on the shortlist. It is 
what criteria and long-term plan will determine 
the appointment?

Japan will host the 2028 AFC U23 Asian Cup, 
which will also serve as Asia’s qualification tour-
nament for the Los Angeles Olympics. Iran there-
fore have a clear target and a reasonable amount 
of time to prepare.

What it needs now is not simply another coach. 
It needs a defined project: a clear football philos-
ophy, transparent selection criteria, continuity be-
tween youth levels, regular international fixtures 
and measurable objectives.

Otherwise, Iran’s U23 team will remain trapped 
in the same cycle; appoint, prepare, fail, replace 
and repeat. And another promising generation of 
players will once again pay the price for a problem 
that is much bigger than the man standing on the 
touchline.

ISFAHAN – Archaeological 
findings uncovered by Italian ar-
chaeologists at Isfahan’s historic 
Jameh Mosque about six decades 
ago are set to undergo a new re-
view, the director of the UNES-
CO-listed site has announced.

Omid Ali Sadeqi said the sur-
vey is being sought to reexam-
ine the findings from the Italian 
archaeological excavations at 
the Jameh Mosque of Isfahan, 
following support from the pro-
vincial Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts Department.

He said the plan has gained 
added importance following a 
water-pipe rupture that resulted 
in prolonged water infiltration 
into parts of the historic mosque. 
Moisture penetrated subsurface 
layers and archaeological re-
mains in some areas, prompting 
the need to reassess their con-
dition.

According to Sadeqi, water 
entered parts of the mosque for 
about 80 to 90 days after the in-
cident. Subsequent assessments 
found moisture saturation had 
reached about 75 percent at a 
depth of 50 centimeters and 
around 95 percent at a depth of 
85 centimeters.

Measures have since been tak-
en to drain the water and con-
trol moisture levels. Sadeqi said 
moisture has declined in areas 
that had previously reached crit-
ical levels, falling to around 30–
40 percent in some locations and 
about 50 percent in others. How-
ever, some parts of the mosque 
remain affected by moisture and 
continue to be monitored.

The reexamination will in-

clude some remains previously 
identified as evidence dating to 
the pre-Islamic period, as well 
as remains associated with the 
mosque’s earliest phase, he said. 
Specialists will assess their cur-
rent conservation condition and 
determine whether prolonged 
moisture infiltration has caused 
any damage.

Sadeqi stressed that the proj-
ect does not involve a new or 
extensive archaeological exca-
vation. Its initial focus will be on 
reviewing and assessing remains 
that were uncovered during ear-
lier excavations.

“If particular or new evidence 

is identified during the review, 
it could be examined within the 
framework of legal permits and 
specialized studies,” he said.

He noted that the mosque 
complex, including areas around 
the Nizam al-Mulk Dome, con-
tains archaeological and archi-
tectural evidence from different 
historical periods, including ar-
chitectural elements, columns 
and a mihrab. Together, these re-
mains offer important evidence 
for understanding the formation 
and subsequent development of 
the Jameh Mosque.

The site director said the proj-
ect is also intended to make the 

archaeological evidence more 
accessible to the public rather 
than simply displaying individual 
artifacts.

Following conservation and 
restoration assessments, some 
of the remains are planned to be 
put on public display for a limited 
period, allowing visitors to see 
archaeological evidence related 
to the mosque’s early develop-
ment in its original setting.

Sadeqi described the Jameh 
Mosque as a potential “living 
museum,” where visitors can en-
counter different historical and 
architectural layers within the 
historic structure itself.

TEHRAN – Archaeological excavations at 
the historic Zagros cemetery in Sanandaj, 
Kordestan province, western Iran, are set to 
begin in the coming days following authori-
zation from the Research Institute of Cultural 
Heritage and Tourism, a provincial heritage 
official said.

Ali Behnia, deputy head of the province’s 
Department of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts, said the cemetery is among 
Sanandaj’s important archaeological sites 
and offers considerable potential for scientif-
ic research into the region’s history.

The site, which is inscribed on Iran’s Na-
tional Heritage List, has previously yielded 
graves dating to the Iron Age, along with ar-
tifacts from later historical periods, provid-
ing evidence of the region’s cultural develop-
ment, Behnia said. 

The upcoming excavation aims to expand 
archaeological research, improve under-
standing of the cemetery’s burial structures 
and finds, and establish a stronger basis for 
its conservation and public presentation.

Behnia said one of the project’s main objec-
tives is to establish a site museum, allowing 
the remains to be preserved in their original 

setting while making the archaeological site 
accessible to residents, tourists and heritage 
enthusiasts.

He added that the involvement of the Re-
search Institute of Cultural Heritage and 
Tourism would help advance research and 
inform plans for the site’s protection, inter-
pretation and sustainable cultural and tour-
ism use.

Discovered in the autumn of 2008, the Za-
gros cemetery is believed to date to the late 
Iron Age II and early Iron Age III, between ap-
proximately 1200 and 800 BC, based on ar-
chaeological studies and burial practices.

Previous investigations identified tens of 
graves, revealing four types of burial archi-
tecture: simple pit graves, pits covered with 
stone, megalithic graves, and megalithic 
graves featuring four layers of stone mason-
ry.

Most of the burials contained the remains 
of two or three individuals. The graves were 
aligned along a northeast–southwest axis, 
while the dead were buried in several posi-
tions, including on their right or left sides, in 
a fetal or crouched position, and, in a smaller 
number of cases, lying on their backs.

The supine burial practice, in which the de-
ceased were placed face-up with their arms 
extended or folded across the chest, is rel-
atively uncommon among known Iron Age 
burials in Iran. Similar examples have been 
reported at the Kaluraz cemetery and the 
Tepe Hissar site near Damghan, according 
to the archaeological account of the Zagros 
cemetery.

Grave goods recovered from the site in-
clude metal and bronze vessels, bowls, small 
cooking pots, needles, spearheads, arrow-
heads, daggers, rings, bracelets, earrings, 
hairpins, tweezers and other personal orna-
ments. Beads made of glass paste, agate and 
bone, as well as seals and decorative objects, 
were also among the reported finds.

These discoveries offer researchers an 
opportunity to investigate burial customs, 
material culture and aspects of social life in 
western Iran during the first millennium BC.

Sanandaj, the capital of Kordestan prov-
ince, lies in Iran’s western Zagros Mountains 
at an elevation of about 1,500 meters above 
sea level.

TEHRAN – Child tourism can 
offer Iran’s travel industry more 
than a niche market for family 
trips. By placing children’s needs, 
interests and participation at the 
center of travel design, the sec-
tor can create new products, di-
versify tourism services and en-
courage families to spend more 
time and money at destinations.

According to tourism expert 

Ziba Jahangir, child tourism 
should not be confused with con-
ventional family tourism. While 
family tourism treats the family 
as the main travel unit, child-fo-
cused tourism is designed 
around children’s developmen-
tal needs, interests, safety, play, 
learning and participation. Par-
ents remain an important part 
of the experience, particularly for 

younger children, but the child 
becomes a central consideration 
in designing the journey.

This distinction has significant 
economic implications. Children 
can influence family decisions 
about where to travel, where to 
stay, which attractions to visit, 
how long to remain at a desti-
nation, where to eat and what to 
buy. As a result, child-oriented 
products can stimulate demand 
across several parts of the tour-
ism chain, from accommodation 
and transportation to attrac-
tions, food and retail.

Museums, heritage sites, 
learning camps and educational 
tours are among the areas where 
this potential can be developed. 
Iran, with its historic cities, vil-
lages, bazaars, museums, des-
erts, forests and archaeological 
sites, already possesses many 
of the raw materials needed for 
child tourism. The challenge is 
often to change the way these 

attractions are presented rather 
than simply build new artificial 
attractions.

Storytelling, educational 
games, interactive activities and 
age-appropriate interpretation 
could make heritage and natu-
ral attractions more accessible 
to younger visitors. Specialized 
guides trained to communicate 
with children could also play an 
important role in transforming 
a conventional sightseeing ex-
perience into an educational and 
entertaining journey.

However, the development 
of child tourism requires more 
than attractive programs. Infra-
structure and service standards 
remain essential. A destination 
may have a popular attraction or 
amusement facility but still be 
difficult for families to use if it 
lacks stroller-accessible routes, 
child-friendly toilets, suitable 
accommodation or trained staff.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

An aerial view of the UNESCO-listed Jameh Mosque of Isfahan
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excavations at Isfahan mosque to be reassessed

Archaeological excavations to resume at historic  
Zagros cemetery in Sanandaj

Child tourism can become a new value chain in Iran’s travel industry
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TEHRAN – The National Plan 
for the Elimination of Human 
Rabies 2026–2030 was formal-
ly countersigned at a seminar 
marking World Rabies Day, host-
ed by the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Education’s Centre for 
Communicable Disease Control. 

The initiative aims to strength-
en national efforts to prevent 
and ultimately eliminate human 
rabies through coordinated mea-
sures in disease surveillance, 
prevention, public awareness, 
and timely access to post-expo-
sure treatment.

Speaking at the event, Dr Jean 
Jabbour, WHO Representative in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, em-
phasized the need for collabora-
tion across human health, vet-
erinary services, municipalities, 
communities and other sectors 
through a One Health approach. 
He also highlighted timely care 
after animal bites and dog vacci-
nation as essential measures to 
prevent rabies deaths

Achieving the goal of zero hu-
man deaths from rabies by 2030 
requires enhancing collabora-
tions among the health system, 
veterinary, municipalities, and 
local communities within the 
framework of the “One Health” 
approach, Jabbour stated.

Dog bites contribute to 99 
percent of human rabies cas-
es. Despite being fatal, rabies is 
entirely preventable. However, 
no single organization can de-
feat the disease on its own, the 
health ministry’s website quoted 
Jabbour as saying.

The official made the remarks 
on the occasion of World Rabies 
Day, which is marked on Septem-
ber 28 every year. 

Highlighting this year’s World 
Rabies Day theme, ‘Stronger 
Together’, he noted that ra-
bies elimination needs ongo-
ing multi-sectoral cooperation 
among physicians,  veterinarians, 
health staff, municipalities,  and 
local communities. 

Referring to the number of an-
imal bites in the country, he said 
over the past two decades there 
has been a fivefold increase in 
the number of reported cases. 
More than 441,000 individuals 
bitten by animals were referred 
to medical centers in the past 
Iranian year (March 2025 – March 
2026). Twenty of them lost their 
lives, and it could have been pre-
vented. Eleven individuals died 
without receiving any treatment. 

The statistics indicate that, in 
addition to prompt presentation 
of the bitten person to medical 
centers, timely and appropri-
ate post-exposure care and the 
raise of public awareness are 
critical, and every case of animal 
bite must be treated as a medi-
cal emergency. When a person is 
bitten or scratched by an animal, 
even if the bite looks small, they 
have to visit a healthcare provid-
er right away, he added. 

Noting that approximately 
four out of every five confirmed 
rabies deaths in Iran are due to 
dog bites, Jabbour stated that 
stray dogs alone account for 
more than half of these cases, 
while the rest are attributed to 
wild animals, including wolves 
and foxes. 

The official underlined the role 
of One Health strategies for ra-
bies control, including constant 
vaccination of dogs, effective 
management of stray dogs, and 

the promotion of close cooper-
ation among the human health, 
environmental health, and veter-
inary sectors, he added.

Lauding the adopted mea-
sures in the country, Jabbour said 
some 729 rabies prevention and 
treatment centers are operating 
across the country, and post-ex-
posure care services are provid-
ed in all provinces.

Around one million doses 
of human rabies vaccine and 
180,000 vials of anti-rabies se-
rum are procured for the nation-
al program,  annually; Pasteur 
Institute of Iran  helps diagnose 
confirmed cases of rabies as well 
as train physicians and health 
workers.

The official went on to say that 
the development of a national 
strategic document for rabies 
eradication is also a significant 
step toward aligning Iran with 
the global goal of “zero human 
deaths from dog-mediated ra-
bies by 2030”, adding that the 
WHO is committed to support-
ing  Iran, through technical as-
sistance and collaboration, in 
achieving the goal.

 Why “Stronger Together”?
The 2026 theme, ‘Stronger To-

gether’, highlights a simple truth: 
rabies elimination is only possi-
ble when we work together.

Expand access to life-saving 
dog vaccinations.

Improve rabies surveillance 
and reporting systems.

Strengthen public awareness 
and education.

Support policies that protect 
both people and animals.

Build sustainable communi-
ty-led solutions.

Rabies elimination depends 
on connected systems. Stronger 
partnerships create stronger 
outcomes!

We all have a role to play

From local communities and 
veterinary professionals to gov-
ernments, healthcare workers, 
educators, and global partners, 
we all have role to play in making 
a world free from rabies a reality.

Communities: Communities 
are often the first line of de-
fense against rabies. Education, 
awareness, and responsible ani-
mal care help prevent cases be-
fore they happen. 

Veterinary Professionals: Mass 
dog vaccination remains the 
most effective way to stop rabies 
at its source. 

Healthcare Workers: Timely 
treatment and accurate diagno-
sis save lives.

Governments and Policymak-
ers: Strong legislation, invest-
ment, and national coordination 
are essential for long-term prog-
ress. 

Global Partners: Collaboration 
across sectors helps share re-
sources, expertise, and solutions 
that accelerate impact.

One Health in action

Rabies elimination depends 
on interconnected action. Edu-
cation, vaccination, surveillance, 
and legislation cannot work in 
isolation, they must function as 
part of one coordinated system.

World Rabies Day 2026 rein-
forces the importance of a One 
Health approach, recognizing the 
connection between human, an-
imal, and environmental health.

TEHRAN – Iran and Russia 
are preparing to establish a 
joint commission on science and 
technology, with a document on 
international scientific coopera-
tion between the two countries 
set to be signed at a meeting of 
the commission.

Ehsan Qaboul, head of the Min-
istry of Science, Research and 
Technology’s Center for Inter-
national Scientific Cooperation, 
said Iran is firmly committed 
to expanding ties with Russia, 
outlining the next steps by Teh-
ran and Moscow to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation, including 
the formation of the joint science 
and technology commission.

Qaboul added that the Min-
ister of Science, Research and 
Technology is scheduled to travel 
to Moscow within the next three 
months to finalize the document 
on international scientific coop-
eration between Iran and Russia.

He also announced plans for 
500 cooperation programs with 
Russian universities and scientif-
ic institutions.

The programs include holding 
100 joint educational courses 
involving Russian professors, 
enabling 100 doctoral and mas-
ter’s students to choose a sec-
ond academic supervisor from 
among professors at Russian 
universities, and organizing 100 
technology events aimed at ex-
panding bilateral cooperation 
from science and education into 
the technology sector.

Qaboul further said that 100 
joint cultural events with Rus-
sian universities and academic 

and educational institutions, as 
well as 100 scholarships for Rus-
sian students, are also among 
the planned initiatives. The 
scholarships will give priority to 
students seeking to study Per-
sian language and literature.

The official also stressed Iran’s 
support for Persian-language 
programs at Russian universi-
ties, saying Iranian professors 
are ready to teach Persian to 
Russian speakers either in per-
son or online.

In June, Iranian Science, Re-
search and Technology Minister, 
Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, and Rus-
sian Science and Higher Educa-
tion Minister, Valery Falkov, re-
viewed strategies for developing 
scientific, educational, and aca-
demic cooperation between the 
two countries, with an emphasis 
on expanding professor and stu-
dent exchanges, strengthening 
research cooperation, and facili-
tating academic interactions.

Simaei-Sarraf considered the 
development of Russian lan-

guage chairs in Iranian universi-
ties and Persian language chairs 
in Russian universities as a sign 
of deepening scientific and cul-
tural ties between the two coun-
tries.

Falkov, for his part, pointed out 
the beginning of a new university 
admission period in Russia and 
the welcoming of Iranian stu-
dents to study at the country’s 
universities, emphasizing the 
importance of providing employ-
ment opportunities and utilizing 
the academic potential of gradu-
ates after their return to Iran.

In December 2025, the second 
scientific conference between 
Iran and Russia was held in Mos-
cow, with Iran’s ambassador to 
Russia, Kazem Jalali; science at-
taché, Hadi Goudarzi, and repre-
sentatives from universities and 
scientific institutions of the two 
countries in attendance.

Referring to Iran’s unique his-
tory and the civilizational com-
monalities between the two 
countries, Russian Presidential 

Aide Andrei Fursenko empha-
sized the need to strengthen 
cultural and academic relations 
between Iran and Russia, msrt.ir 
reported.

“The Russian government is 
completely ready to promote 
collaborations with Iran in the 
science and technology sectors. 
Russia and Iran need to rely on 
their capabilities in the pursuit 
of global development and play 
their historical role,” he noted.

For his part, Jalali highlight-
ed the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership between Iran and 
Russia and emphasized the need 
to boost ties in scientific, techni-
cal, and cultural fields.

In February, Yevgeny Primakov, 
the head of the Russian Federal 
Agency for the Commonwealth 
of Independent States, Compa-
triots Living Abroad, and Inter-
national Humanitarian Coopera-
tion, voiced his country’s interest 
in expanding scientific and ac-
ademic ties with Iran to further 
technological cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

“The main objective of the or-
ganization is to lay the basis for 
developing joint efforts with 
the University of Gilan. We look 
forward to recognizing the ca-
pacities of the two sides, and 
exploring ways to implement the 
collaborations more effectively,” 
IRNA quoted Primakov as saying.

The official went on to say that 
scientific ties will lead to the de-
velopment of joint projects, the 
exchange of professors and stu-
dents, and the establishment of 
collaborative research networks.

TEHRAN – The Department of Environment 
(DOE) has set November 6 as the deadline for 
submitting entries for the 14th National En-
vironmental Award, which will be held this 
year under the theme “Healthy Environment, 
Sustainable Future,”.

The award aims to develop the culture for 
environmental conservation, promote envi-
ronmental values, identify successful people 
and effective methods, encourage creativity, 
support innovative environmental solutions, 
and raise public participation, doe.ir reported.

The projects that focus on preventing pol-
lution and environmental degradation while 
lowering costs, safeguarding and restoring 
endangered plant and animal species or a 
valuable habitat that is facing degradation, 
conducting studies on effective strategies 
for preserving the environment, enhancing 
environmental awareness, and implementing 
measures to prevent incidents arising from 
environmental crises are among the projects 
to receive the award.

‘Environmental protection is a pillar of 
national and social security’

In September, President Masoud Pezeshki-
an described environmental protection as a 
key pillar of the country’s national and social 
security, stressing that the preservation of 
natural resources must be addressed within 
this framework.

Speaking at a meeting with environmental 
experts on September 3rd, Pezeshkian said 
the government was prepared to create the 
necessary conditions for using the plans, 
ideas and initiatives put forward by environ-
mental activists and specialists.

He added that the government would sup-
port scientific and practical solutions for 
addressing the country’s real environmental 
challenges, IRNA reported.

Pezeshkian emphasized that tackling envi-
ronmental problems requires close coopera-
tion among the government, universities, the 
private sector, civil society organizations and 
the public.

“This shared capacity must be used to 
move toward sustainable governance, bal-
anced development and the protection of the 
country’s resources for future generations,” 
he said.

The president also identified education and 
public awareness as key elements in reform-
ing consumption patterns and protecting the 
environment.

“If we invest in properly educating the next 
generation, we are in fact investing in the fu-
ture of the country,” Pezeshkian said.

He warned that without educating children 
and teenagers from an early age about envi-
ronmental protection, efficient use of water 
and electricity, energy management and so-
cial responsibility toward natural resources, 
future generations could repeat patterns of 
environmental degradation, even if signifi-
cant resources are spent on environmental 
protection today.

Pezeshkian stressed that environmental 
awareness should begin at school, saying 
that teaching students how to use water, 
electricity, gas, and other natural resources 
responsibly should be incorporated into the 
educational and developmental process.

Other issues raised during the meeting 
included prioritizing the reuse and recycling 
of water, strengthening the role of environ-
mental experts in agriculture and water-use 
efficiency, preventing excessive extraction of 
mineral resources, and making greater use 
of universities in addressing environmental 
challenges.

In June, the head of the Department of En-
vironment (DOE), Shina Ansari, elaborated 
on different measures taken to address en-
vironmental challenges, saying that national 
security cannot be realized without paying 
attention to the environment.

Environmental degradation, air and soil 
pollution, and the destruction of protected 
areas have shown that environmental secu-
rity is directly tied to national security, she 
noted.

Over the past Iranian year (March 2025 
–March 2026), apart from environmental 
challenges like drought, climate change, and 
dust storms, the country went through com-
plicated situations experiencing the irrepa-
rable harms caused by the two imposed wars 
(the 12-day war in June last year, and the 
recent 40-day war) on civilian, cultural, and 
environmental infrastructures, Ansari said.

“Despite all these challenges, the Depart-
ment of Environment has stood by the peo-
ple and the country, striving to mitigate the 
adverse impacts and strengthen national 
security.”

The national resilience depends on envi-
ronmental security. Without clean water, air, 
fertile soil, and sustainable biodiversity, it is 
impossible to talk about sustainable security, 
Ansari added.
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Urial sheep: a vital link in mountain 
ecosystems

The Shiraz urial sheep is a hybrid of the Armenian mouflon and the Laristan mouflon, in-
habiting the highlands and rocky areas of southern Fars Province, particularly Bamu National 
Park northeast of Shiraz.

Wild sheep are among the key herbivorous mammal species and play a vital structural role 
in maintaining ecological balance and the long-term stability of mountainous and foothill 
habitats. A decline or disappearance of these species can disrupt food chains and lead to sig-
nificant changes in the vegetation cover of their habitats.

Wild sheep also serve as an important link in the transfer of energy from primary produc-
ers, such as plants, to secondary consumers, including carnivores. They constitute a major 
prey base for endangered and threatened species such as the Persian leopard, Asiatic chee-
tah, wolf, and caracal, making their conservation an important component of maintaining 
healthy and functioning mountain ecosystems.
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Iran, WHO join efforts to 
eliminate human rabies by 2030

Tehran, Moscow set to establish joint science and 
technology commission



TEHRAN- The National Or-
chestra of Iran, conducted by Ho-
mayoun Rahimian and featuring 
vocalist Mojtaba Asgari, opened 
the Cultural Week of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Russia with a 
concert at Moscow’s historic Bol-
shoi Theater on Monday evening.

The performance brought Ira-
nian music to the Bolshoi’s stage, 
one of Russia’s best-known cul-
tural venues, in an event attend-
ed by Iran’s Minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance Seyyed Ab-
bas Salehi, Iran’s Ambassador to 
Russia Kazem Jalali, Russian Cul-
ture Minister Olga Lyubimova, as 
well as artists, cultural officials 
and Russian audiences.

The concert presented a se-
lection of Iranian compositions 
alongside a work from the Rus-
sian classical repertoire, creating 
a musical dialogue between the 
two countries’ traditions.

The program opened with 
“Adam,” composed by Fardin 
Khalatbari to lyrics by Afshin 
Yadollahi. It was followed by 
“Naghmegar-e Eshq,” composed 
by Ali Jafarian with lyrics by Bijan 
Taraghi.

The orchestra then performed 
“Concerto for Tar and Orches-
tra” by Behzad Abdi, bringing the 
distinctive sound of the Iranian 
tar into an orchestral setting. 
The program continued with 
“Chelleh-ye Eshq,” another col-

laboration between Khalatbari 
and Yadollahi.

A performance of Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” sub-
sequently added a familiar work 
from Russia’s classical musical 
heritage to the Iranian program.

The concert concluded with 
“Iran-e Ostovar” (“Strong Iran”), 
composed by Rahimian with lyr-
ics by Hassan Rahimi, giving the 
closing section of the perfor-
mance a distinctly national char-
acter.

Asgari’s Iranian vocal perfor-
mance formed another central 
element of the concert, comple-
menting the orchestra and pre-
senting an important dimension 
of Iran’s traditional and contem-
porary musical expression to the 
Moscow audience.

The broader cultural program 
is being held in Moscow, St. Pe-
tersburg, Kazan and Astrakhan, 
bringing together 168 Iranian 
artists and cultural figures and 
covering fields including music, 

visual arts, handicrafts, theater, 
cinema, animation, video games, 
literature and manuscripts. 

The Iranian National Orches-
tra is also scheduled to perform 
in other Russian cities as part of 
the program. 

The orchestra will continue its 
Russian program in Kazan, ex-
tending the musical component 
of Iran’s cultural events to an-
other major Russian city.

The documentary “NAZA,” 
directed by Israeli filmmakers 
Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, 
received the Audience Award for 
Best European Film at the 74th 
San Sebastián International Film 
Festival.

Its directors could not attend 
the San Sebastián screening, but 
sent a message thanking view-
ers for their reception. They de-
scribed themselves as “eternally 
grateful” for the welcome given 
to the film, Kolapse reported.

The filmmakers have attached 
particular importance to the fact 
that the prize came from the pub-
lic rather than from a jury alone. 
“It is an honor that the audience 
received it so warmly,” Abraham 
and Szor said in their message. 
That response matters because 
“NAZA” has been presented by its 
makers as a work intended to en-
ter a public argument, not merely 
a festival competition. 

The film examines what the di-
rectors describe as the system-
atic killing of civilians in Gaza and 
focuses on the military systems 
through which Israeli operations 
are conducted. The festival itself 
described the documentary as 
one that “looks directly” at the 

suffering of Gaza and its people. 
In that context, an audience prize 
gives the film another platform 
from which its claims and ques-
tions can be encountered, dis-
cussed, and contested.

“NAZA” arrives in San Se-
bastián after a turbulent pas-
sage through Venice, where it 
received the Special Jury Prize 
at the 83rd Venice International 
Film Festival. The earlier recog-
nition established the film as a 
significant festival title, while 
the reaction outside the festival 
intensified its political and cul-
tural meaning. 

According to material pub-
lished after Venice, Abraham and 
Szor have faced threats since the 
film’s premiere. The controversy 
has also produced accusations 
of betrayal in Israel, a develop-
ment that has placed unusual 
pressure on two filmmakers who 
are themselves Israeli. Their re-
sponse has been to insist that 
the film is grounded in a three-
year journalistic investigation 
and that its details were checked 
and cross-checked. 

Abraham has argued that “the 
truth will eventually come to 
light”, presenting the documen-

tary as an investigation whose 
evidence should be judged 
through viewing rather than 
through reactions to its exis-
tence.

The question of access has 
consequently become part of the 
story of “NAZA”. Abraham and 
Szor have sought to make the 
film available as widely as possi-
ble, including through a planned 
free online release with The 
Guardian, which co-produced the 
documentary. 

According to the information 
supplied, the film is expected to 
become available online from 
November at the earliest, with-
out a time limit, while a Spanish 
theatrical release is scheduled 
for October 9. 

The filmmakers have also 
appealed to Israeli cinemas to 
show “NAZA” without charging 
them a fee, alongside screenings 
elsewhere. Abraham described 
such screenings as a decision 
that would require courage in 
the face of efforts to prevent 
the film from being seen. He 
has also said that there is “huge 
demand” for the documentary, 
while arguing that many of its 
critics have condemned it with-

out having watched it. The dis-
tribution strategy thus becomes 
part of the documentary’s wider 
attempt to create an audience 
beyond the immediate festival 
circuit.

The film’s subject is deliber-
ately institutional rather than 
purely personal. “NAZA” exam-
ines military systems used in 
the large-scale bombardment 
of Gaza, including surveillance 
and targeting programs gener-
ated with artificial intelligence, 
according to the supplied report-
ing. Its approach relies in part 
on testimony from 24 soldiers 
and former soldiers who speak 
about experiences connected to 
the war. 

Abraham has said that the 
purpose was to encourage de-
bate about Israel’s actions in 
Gaza. He has described the film 
as addressing the deaths of 
more than 73,000 people, most 
of them civilians, as well as the 
normalization of what he calls a 
war of extermination. The doc-
umentary’s central ambition, in 
their account, is to make mate-
rial that has remained difficult 
to discuss within Israeli society 
available for public examination.

TEHRAN – Iranian actor Babak 
Karimi has won an award at the 
28th edition of the Ortigia Film 
Festival, which concluded in Syr-
acuse, Italy, on September 26. 

He received the Best Actor 
Award together with Ivar Wa-
faei for their performance in 
“Balcanica” by Nicola Sorcinelli, 
Honaronline reported.

“In the roles of a father and son 
who are Afghan musicians, flee-
ing the Taliban who have banned 
all forms of art, they bring us 
into the heart of the migrants’ 
tragedy. On their endless journey 
through the desolate landscapes 
along the Balkan route, their toil 
and suffering become ours. Their 
dramatic yet restrained perfor-
mance blurs the line between 
screen and audience. It moves us 
without a trace of sentimentali-
ty,” the jury said.

In the Italian film, Karimi plays 
the role of Nazar, an Afghan or-
chestra conductor, and his tu-
ba-playing son Jalil, who travel 
across the Balkans after leaving 
Afghanistan, where music has 

been banned. 

Their path eventually crosses 
that of Greta, an Italian doctor 
whose empathy and resilience 
shine through the situation. As 
their journeys continue to inter-
twine, the three must face the 
life-changing choices the mo-
ment demands.

The film also stars the Ital-

ian actress Matilda De Angelis, 
known for her leading role in 
Susanne Bier’s HBO series “The 
Undoing” with Nicole Kidman 
and Hugh Grant; Mario Mar-
tone’s feature film “Fuori,” which 
premiered in competition at the 
2025 Cannes Film Festival, and 
the Netflix hit series “The Law 
According to Lidia Poët”. Ivar Wa-
faei and Giovanni Toscano also 

play in the film.

The film had its world pre-
miere in competition at the 23rd 
Giornate degli Autori, also known 
as Venice Days, held alongside 
the 83rd Venice International 
Film Festival, from September 2 
to 12 in Venice, Italy.

Berlin-based sales outfit 
M-Appeal has picked up interna-
tional sales rights to “Balcanica”.

Maren Kroymann, CEO of 
M-Appeal, described the film as 
“a powerful story of human con-
nection and empathy in impos-
sible situations.” She added that 
Sorcinelli “has crafted a timely, 
emotional and universal story 
that deserves to be seen every-
where, brought to life by an in-
credible cast.”

Babak Karimi, 66, has ap-
peared in about 70 films and 
series. For his role in Asghar 
Farhadi’s “A Separation,” he won 
the Silver Bear for Best Actor (as 
part of the ensemble) at the 61st 
Berlin International Film Festival 
in 2011.

TEHRAN- The audiobook of “The Thing at the 
Door” by American author and playwright Hen-
ry Slesar has been released by Avaye Chirok, a 
major institute that produces audiobooks in 
Iran.

The audiobook has been directed and narrat-
ed by Bahman Vakhshour, based on a Persian 
translation by Mandana Garshasbi.

The book, whose Persian print edition was 
published by Qesseh Baran Publications, is a 
mystery and psychological thriller centered on 
Gail Gunnerson, whose past gradually intrudes 
on her present through fear, disturbing experi-
ences and a search for the truth.

The book is about a wealthy young woman 
haunted by disturbing memories and experi-
ences, and a young private investigator who at-
tempts to protect her and uncover the scheme 
behind her apparent psychological breakdown.

Originally published in English by Random 
House in 1974, “The Thing at the Door” is clas-
sified as mystery and detective fiction. 

Born in New York in 1927, Slesar was a prolific 
American writer whose career extended across 
mystery fiction, science fiction, television and 
advertising. He published several hundred sto-
ries and used a number of pseudonyms during 
his career. The Science Fiction Encyclopedia de-
scribes him as best known for his work in the 

mystery field, including the Edgar Award-win-
ning “The Gray Flannel Shroud”. 

Slesar also had a significant career in televi-
sion. He served as head writer of the American 
daytime suspense serial “The Edge of Night” 
and wrote numerous television scripts. His 
connection with Alfred Hitchcock was partic-
ularly notable: Slesar wrote 24 segments for 
“Alfred Hitchcock Presents”, the television an-
thology hosted and produced by Hitchcock. 

His work on “The Edge of Night” also earned 
recognition from the television industry. Con-
temporary records identify Slesar as the win-
ner of the 1974 Emmy for writing for a drama 
series for the program. 

The author’s reputation was built in part 
on his ability to combine crime, mystery and 
suspense with unexpected developments. His 
writing career included novels, short stories, 
television scripts and plays, making him a ver-
satile figure in American popular literature and 
television.

The production of the audiobook “The 
Thing at the Door” was managed by Bahman 
Vakhshour, with editing and sound design by 
Hasti Sadeqi. The complete audio experience 
runs for six hours and 11 minutes. The elec-
tronic Persian edition of the book is also avail-
able through the Iranian digital book platform 
Taaghche.
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If matters get mixed up then scrutinize the cause and you 
will know what the effects will be.

Imam Ali (AS)

Noon:11:54      Evening: 18:08    Dawn: 4:36 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:59  (tomorrow)Prayer Times
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Iran National Orchestra opens Iran 
Cultural Week at Moscow’s Bolshoi Theater

Babak Karimi receives best actor award at Italian festival

“NAZA” wins San Sebastián Audience Prize

Henry Slesar’s “The Thing at the Door” 
available in Persian audiobook
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