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By Seyed Mohammad Torabi

TEHRAN – Field Marshal 
Asim Munir, Pakistan’s army 
chief, arrived in Tehran on 
Tuesday for consultations with 
Iranian officials. It is Gener-
al Munir’s fifth visit to Tehran 
since the start of the US-Israeli 
war against Iran on February 
28.

In continuation of the Pakistani govern-
ment’s sincere mediation, the country’s army 
chief arrived in Tehran yesterday and held 
talks with senior Iranian officials. Islamabad’s 
efforts come as Iran has always given credibil-
ity to mediators, but in recent years it is the US 
that has consistently neutralized those efforts 
and discredited them. Iran gave the four Euro-
pean countries the opportunity in the JCPOA to 
appear as international actors, but when Trump 
withdrew from the JCPOA in his first term, 
those countries failed to honor their commit-
ments to Iran and even aligned themselves 

with the US policies and anti-Iran actions. After 
that, Iran engaged with Oman, and Muscat also 
sincerely tried to untie the knot between Wash-
ington and Tehran, but in the end Trump even 
threatened to bomb Oman, leaving observers 
stunned.

Pakistan’s sustained efforts in the ongoing 
war also led to the Islamabad MoU and placed 
Pakistan in the position of a major internation-
al actor, but once again it was the US that de-
stroyed it only weeks later with adventurism in 
the Strait of Hormuz and violation of the mem-
orandum’s provisions.

Tehran was the first country to recognize 
Pakistan’s independence and has always had 

warm and close relations with 
Islamabad. Islamabad knows 
well that the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran is a strong barrier 
against the sinister intentions 
of the Israeli regime, and if Tel 
Aviv’s malign actions are not 
contained, they know no lim-

its. Tehran and Islamabad have many common 
interests, and Pakistan’s role and efforts in re-
solving the ongoing conflict are welcomed by 
Tehran. But has the US had, and does it have, 
the same view of mediators?

Pezeshkian: Iran does not trust the US

President Masoud Pezeshkian, in his meet-
ing with the Pakistani army chief, recalling the 
record of US bad faith and breach of promises 
– attacking our country in the middle of nego-
tiations and martyring the Supreme Leader of 
the Revolution, scientists and innocent school-
children without any legal justification – said: 
All the problems created in the region,  Page 3

Senior Iranian officials say the US is not 
seeking a deal, not an ounce of enriched 

material will be handed over, and no 
genuine dialogue will take shape until 

threats and sanctions are lifted

Iran and Uzbekistan: 
Where shared history 
comes alive in Tashkent

By Afshin Majlesi 

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan - As an Iranian 
journalist visiting Tashkent, I found myself 
looking at the huge Islamic Civilization Center 
from two perspectives. I was a visitor discov-
ering the depth of Uzbekistan’s cultural heri-
tage. I was also an Iranian looking for familiar 
traces of a civilization that has never respect-
ed the borders drawn on today’s maps.

I found those traces in the manuscripts, the 
art and the names of scholars whose lives 
and work connected Central Asia with Iran 
and the wider Islamic world. Their presence 
raised a question that followed me through 
the galleries: How can a country preserve its 
own national history while showing that its 
greatest cultural achievements were often 
shared with others?  Page 6

VP urges SCO to 
strengthen economic 
integration, 
independent financial 
mechanisms

TEHRAN — Iranian First Vice President Mo-
hammad Reza Aref has called on members of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
to turn their economic potential into concrete 
joint projects, accelerate the establishment 
of an SCO Development Bank and expand 
cooperation in trade, energy, transportation 
and digital technology.

Addressing the SCO Council of Heads of 
Government in Tajikistan’s capital, Dushanbe, 
on Tuesday, Aref said the organization need-
ed to move beyond political commitments to-
ward practical initiatives that deliver tangible 
benefits to member states and their popula-
tions.  Page 2

Curfews fail to halt 
growing popular rage 
across France

TEHRAN — Overnight curfews in Paris, Lyon, 
Lille, and Nice will do nothing to check the ex-
panding anti-government uprising across 
France, according to a legal representative for 
the Yellow Vests movement.

David Libeskind, an attorney represent-
ing the protesters, dismissed the restrictions 
outright in a written statement to Anadolu on 
Tuesday, pointing out that demonstrations take 
place during the day.

In Paris, police restricted movement around 
Place de la République and Les Halles between 
10 p.m. and 6 a.m., while cities like Nice banned 
unaccompanied minors.

Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu claimed 
these measures restored order and threat-
ened further localized bans. Yet movement 
coordinators are already mobilizing for “Act 
II” this Saturday.  Page 5

Trump approval 
crashes to record 
low 31% as Iran war 
backlash mounts

By staff writer

TEHRAN — American voters are turning 
decisively against President Donald Trump 
on the eve of the November 3 midterm elec-
tions, pushing his approval rating down to 31 
percent in a nationwide Reuters/Ipsos survey 
published on Tuesday, October 20. The figure 
marks the lowest point across both of his 
presidential terms.

An important factor driving the decline is 
mounting public anger over the joint U.S.-Is-
raeli war launched against Iran in February.

The military campaign triggered a sharp 
surge in global oil prices, hitting work-
ing-class households across the United 
States.

Roughly 68 percent of respondents now 
disapprove of Trump’s economic manage-
ment, a figure that includes 37 percent of 
self-identified Republicans.  Page 5

Pakistan’s Army chief Asim Munir shakes hand with President Masoud Pezeshkian of Iran. 

Iran says will respond 
proportionately to any 
aggression

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Esmaeil Baqaei has warned that any 
renewed aggression against Iran will be met 
with a response proportionate to the attack, 
stressing that Tehran is prepared to defend 
the country under all circumstances.

Speaking at his weekly press conference in 
Tehran on Tuesday, Baqaei said the era of at-
tacks carried out without consequences was 
over, emphasizing that Iran had demonstrat-
ed its determination to respond to military 
action against it.  Page 2

US warmongering 
has disrupted global 
food security: Iran’s 
minister 

TEHRAN- Iran’s Minister of Agriculture, em-
phasizing the need to guarantee the right of all 
people in the world to access food by the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), said: 
“US unilateralism and warmongering have dis-
rupted and created problems for global food 
security and the transfer of food and agricul-
tural products in the world.”  Page 4

Moradi and Motaghian win 
medals in javelin throw
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Pakistan’s army chief came to Tehran to continue Islamabad’s sincere 
efforts to break the current deadlock, but it is the US that has always 

derailed mediators’ efforts with fantasies like Iran’s surrender
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Scan this QR code 
to watch the video.

AI is shortening the “kill 
chain” in Iran war, says 
Canadian legal scholar

By Sahar Dadjoo

Heidi Matthews, an assistant professor of law at 
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, researches 
international criminal law, the law of war and the legal 
regulation of political violence. Her work examines the 

implications of military operations for civilian protection 
and accountability under international law. As the 

US-Israeli war against Iran raises renewed 
questions about the limits of military force 

and the protection of civilians, Matthews 
spoke to the Tehran Times about the 

legality of the war, the lessons of Gaza, 
the erosion of international legal norms, 
and the responsibilities 
of states in preventing 
civilian harm.  Page 3



From page 1   He also con-
demned the US-Israeli military 
aggression against Iran, de-
scribing it as a violation of the 
United Nations Charter, inter-
national law and the sovereign-
ty of an independent state. He 
warned that attacks on civilian 
infrastructure and economic 
facilities, as well as disruptions 
to trade, energy supplies and 
transportation networks, could 
have consequences extending 
far beyond the country directly 
affected.

Turning economic potential 
into practical cooperation

Aref said the SCO had devel-
oped into a major regional or-
ganization over its 25-year his-
tory, with substantial capacities 
in trade, investment, energy, 
transportation, science, tech-
nology, culture and humanitari-
an affairs.

However, he stressed that 
the organization’s effectiveness 
depended on its ability to trans-
late these capacities into joint 
investment, expanded commer-
cial exchanges and sustainable 
economic development.

In the face of regional and 
global challenges, he said, mem-
ber states needed closer coop-
eration, stronger connectivity, 
diversified economic relations 
and greater resilience against 
external shocks.

Aref reaffirmed Iran’s read-
iness to contribute its experi-
ence and capabilities to the or-
ganization’s economic, financial 
and infrastructure initiatives, 
emphasizing that cooperation 
should be inclusive and based 
on mutual respect, shared inter-
ests and equality.

He also called for stronger 
participation by the private 
sector, arguing that political 
agreements alone would not be 
sufficient to achieve the SCO’s 
economic objectives without ef-
fective institutions, reliable fi-
nancing and operational mech-
anisms.

Iran calls for faster establish-
ment of SCO Development Bank

Expanding financial and bank-
ing cooperation was a central 
theme of Aref’s address.

He said Iran supported great-
er use of national currencies 
in trade among SCO members, 
closer connections between 
their banking infrastructures, 
the development of national fi-

nancial messaging systems and 
the establishment of indepen-
dent payment and settlement 
mechanisms.

Aref called for accelerating 
work on the proposed SCO De-
velopment Bank, urging mem-
ber states to move from ne-
gotiations toward operational 
planning.

The bank, he said, could help 
finance joint projects, address 
payment-related challenges 
and reduce risks arising from 
sanctions and financial restric-
tions. He emphasized that the 
institution should enjoy the 
greatest possible independence 
from financial systems used by 
countries to pursue unilateral 
advantages.

The Iranian vice president also 
called for expanding export in-
surance and investment-risk 
coverage to give private compa-
nies greater confidence in par-
ticipating in joint projects.

He highlighted the role of the 
SCO Business Council and In-
terbank Consortium in facilitat-
ing investment, strengthening 
cooperation among member 
states’ banks and developing al-
ternative payment mechanisms.

Iran, he said, was prepared to 
contribute its expertise through 
these institutions.

Aref also called for speeding 
up admitting Bank Keshavarzi, 
an Iranian agricultural bank, to 
the Interbank Consortium. He 
welcomed the consortium’s de-
velopment strategy for 2027–
2031 and the adoption of a road-
map for sustainable and social 
financing, describing these 
initiatives as important steps 
toward more effective financial 
cooperation.

Digital economy and technol-
ogy cooperation

Aref identified the digi-

tal economy as another major 
area in which SCO members 
could deepen cooperation and 
strengthen their collective eco-
nomic position.

He proposed greater ex-
changes of expertise in artifi-
cial intelligence, e-commerce, 
financial technology, e-govern-
ment, digital services and data 
infrastructure.

Joint projects, cooperation 
among innovative companies 
and startups, and the exchange 
of specialized personnel could 
help connect the scientific and 
technological capabilities of 
member states, he said.

The Iranian vice president also 
called for strengthening the SCO 
Digital Economy Forum, devel-
oping regional value chains and 
expanding industrial coopera-
tion and technology transfer.

Regional transport corridors 
and energy security

Aref emphasized the impor-
tance of improving regional and 
international transport corri-
dors to facilitate trade, reduce 
logistical costs and strengthen 
connectivity among SCO mem-
bers.

He said the organization’s 
members possessed comple-
mentary geographical advan-
tages, including access to open 
seas, port facilities and exten-
sive rail and road networks.

Iran, he added, was ready to 
play an active role in regional 
transport corridors and support 
initiatives to improve their effi-
ciency.

He also proposed greater use 
of maritime and port facilities, 
more efficient customs pro-
cedures and the electronic ex-
change of transport and trade 
documents. Digitalizing these 
processes, he said, could reduce 
both the time and cost of com-

mercial transactions.

On energy, Aref called for 
moving beyond dialogue toward 
deeper practical cooperation, in-
cluding the establishment of an 
SCO Energy Consortium.

He said such a body should 
cover not only oil and gas trade 
but also energy production, 
transmission and distribution, 
infrastructure security, financ-
ing, technology and renewable 
energy.

Effective implementation of 
the SCO’s energy cooperation 
strategy through 2030 should 
be accompanied by joint proj-
ects, he said, adding that energy 
security must remain a priority 
during the transition toward 
new energy sources.

Aref also expressed Iran’s 
readiness to share its scientific 
and technological capabilities 
with member states, particu-
larly in improving productivity, 
developing knowledge-based 
companies and reducing carbon 
emissions in the oil and gas in-
dustries.

Food security and humani-
tarian cooperation

The Iranian vice president 
proposed establishing an SCO 
working group on agriculture 
and food security to improve the 
exchange of information, antic-
ipate potential food crises and 
reduce vulnerabilities to fluctu-
ate supply and demand.

He also identified water-ef-
ficient agricultural practices, 
water recycling, combating de-
sertification and the use of re-
newable energy in agriculture 
as areas offering significant op-
portunities for joint initiatives.

Concluding his remarks, Aref 
called for a more effective and 
inclusive SCO capable of deliver-
ing practical results across eco-
nomic, technological, cultural 
and humanitarian fields.

The meeting in Dushan-
be was held under Tajikistan’s 
chairmanship and focused on 
strengthening trade, economic, 
cultural and humanitarian co-
operation, as well as improving 
the organization’s effective-
ness. Aref expressed confidence 
that closer coordination among 
member states could help turn 
the SCO’s geographical and eco-
nomic advantages into a lasting 
foundation for regional pros-
perity.

From page 1    “The era of hit-and-run at-
tacks is over,” he said, dismissing reports 
that the United States had sent a message 
concerning a possible strike on Mount Kol-
ang in Iran. He questioned whether Wash-
ington expected Iran to allow such an attack 
to go unanswered.

Baqaei said Iran’s experience during eight 
months of an imposed war of aggression 
had reinforced the need for comprehen-
sive preparedness. Responding to remarks 
by Qatari officials about the possibility of a 
third world war, he said Iran was ready for 
any eventuality and would take the neces-
sary measures to defend its sovereignty and 
security.

Iran rejects allegations of regional ambitions

Baqaei rejected allegations that Iran 
seeks to dominate the Strait of Hormuz or 
establish regional hegemony, arguing that 
the country’s resolve to defend itself should 
not be confused with ambitions to dominate 
others.

He stressed that regional countries should 
not be influenced by narratives promoted by 
powers seeking to impose their will through 
force. Iran, he said, has deep historical roots 
in West Asia and has consistently advocated 
peace and regional stability.

He also voiced support for an Iraqi pro-
posal to convene a meeting involving Iran, 
Iraq and the Persian Gulf littoral states.

Tehran says Washington’s response to 
proposal falls short

On the prospect of renewed negotiations 
with the United States, Baqaei said Wash-
ington’s response to Iran’s seven-point pro-
posal had been inadequate and incomplete.

He stressed that Iran remained commit-
ted to diplomacy to safeguard its national 
interests, while maintaining that the lifting 
of the naval blockade against Iran and an 
end to the war on all fronts were legitimate 
and reasonable requirements.

Baqaei also criticized ‘Washington’s uni-
lateral and aggressive approach’ to interna-
tional affairs, warning that actions against 
the United Nations, international courts and 
other multilateral institutions threatened 
international peace and security.

Addressing recent “No Kings” rallies 
across the United States, he said the demon-
strations reflected opposition among Amer-
icans to the use of public funds and the lives 
of US citizens in an aggressive war that 
‘serves the interests of the Israeli regime 
rather than the American public.’

Iran opposes divisive language on Yemen 
at OIC meeting

Baqaei said Iran had successfully prevent-
ed the inclusion of two paragraphs concern-
ing Yemen in the final communiqué of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Baghdad, ar-
guing that their wording risked deepening 
divisions among Muslim countries.

He distinguished the final communiqué, 
which is generally adopted by consensus, 
from a separate resolution concerning Saudi 
Arabia and its conflict with Yemen.

According to Baqaei, Iran repeatedly em-
phasized that language singling out part 
of the Muslim community was inconsistent 
with the OIC’s founding principles of Islam-
ic unity and solidarity. Tehran’s position, he 
said, was that the conflict between Yemen 

and Saudi Arabia should be resolved through 
dialogue.

Tehran clarifies agenda of Lavrov visit
The spokesperson rejected reports that 

talks between Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov and Iranian officials during 
his visit to Tehran on Monday had focused on 
negotiations between Iran and the United 
States or on uranium enrichment.

He said the visit had been planned well in 
advance and formed part of ongoing consul-
tations between Tehran and Moscow. 

Border trade with Pakistan affected by 
technical issues

Addressing the recent suspension of trade 
at parts of the Iran–Pakistan border, Baqaei 
said the disruption stemmed from technical 
issues and required updates that Pakistani 
officials were working to resolve.

He dismissed speculation about Islam-
abad’s motives, noting that Iranian exports 
were continuing. He also highlighted the 
longstanding friendly relations between the 
two countries and efforts by their senior of-
ficials to expand political and economic co-
operation.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran urges int’l legal bodies to act over attack on 
Dena destroyer
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TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Etemad examined US rhetoric 
about using the “Mother of All Bombs” and 
Iran’s response that it could employ the 
“Father of All Missiles.” The paper argued 
that Iran’s statements do not necessari-
ly mean such bombs would be ineffective, 
nor that Tehran has publicly revealed the 
nature or scope of any potential response. 
Political declarations, deterrent warnings, 
and military operational plans are three 
distinct matters. The verbal clash between 
the “Mother of All Bombs and the Father of 
All Missiles” reflects a battle of narratives 
more than a definitive answer to a military 
question. Washington seeks to intimidate 
through displays of destructive power, while 
Tehran emphasizes its retaliatory capabili-
ties and the costs of any attack. Ultimately, 
the impact of either narrative will depend 
not on the names of bombs and missiles but 
on real military capabilities, political deci-
sions, and the consequences of any confron-
tation.

Khorasan: Iran has achieved many of its 
war objectives

Khorasan argued that Iran has already 
achieved many of its goals in the conflict. 
According to the paper, many of the devel-
opments currently unfolding in Europe are 
a result of Iran’s actions. While Western 
governments had intended to dedicate sig-
nificant financial resources to supporting 
their populations, they have instead been 
forced to return to older policies to manage 
the economic consequences of the war. This 
has led to growing public dissatisfaction 
and notable social reactions. The newspa-
per claimed that Iran has already attained a 
large portion of its objectives: it succeeded 
in limiting the conflict from a national to a 
regional level, forcing its foes to operate 
under those constraints. It also asserted 
that Iran overcame infrastructure-focused 
warfare, severely suppressed enemy agents 
within the country, and maintained over-
all domestic stability by preventing major 
shortages and deep economic stagnation.

Ettelaat: Which side will compromise, 
Iran or the US?

Ettelaat discussed the lack of progress 
in ongoing negotiations between Iran and 
the United States, citing former Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance Ali Jannati. He 
argued that diplomacy has not failed, be-
cause opportunities for negotiation remain 
available even under the most difficult cir-
cumstances. Over the past month, Qatari 
mediators have reportedly conveyed Iranian 
proposals to the United States and delivered 
Washington’s responses back to Tehran. 
According to Jannati, the talks have stalled 
because Iran proposed seven principles as 
the basis for negotiations and the United 
States broadly accepted the framework but 

strongly disagreed over the sequence in 
which the provisions should be implement-
ed. Washington wants the nuclear issue to 
be addressed first, whereas Tehran views it 
as the final matter for discussion. He sug-
gested that both sides continue to insist 
on their positions and that little progress is 
likely unless one party shows flexibility and 
makes concessions. Otherwise, he warned, 
the possibility of renewed war remains.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: France bowed to Hormuz

Vatan-e-Emrooz analyzed protests in 
France and comments made by President 
Macron. According to the paper, Macron 
acknowledged in a televised address that 
French citizens had reason to be upset about 
rising fuel prices linked to developments in 
the Persian Gulf. The newspaper noted that 
Macron had previously stated that France 
was living with the consequences of the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz. It linked 
current economic pressures to events eight 
months earlier, when US and Israeli attacks 
on Iran led to the closure of the strategic 
waterway. The paper argued that the dis-
ruption of oil shipments through Hormuz 
triggered increases in fuel costs, inflation, 
and living expenses worldwide. It contend-
ed that these economic effects have fueled 
ongoing protests in France, which began in 
mid-September over shortages of teachers 
and inadequate school facilities but have 
continued for more than a month due to 
broader concerns about the cost of living.

Shargh: Repeated US threats aim to 
weaken social resilience

In an interview with Shargh, Seyed Jalil 
Mirmohammadi Meybodi, a member of the 
Iranian Parliament’s Industries and Mines 
Committee, discussed the main source of 
“psychological warfare” against Iran by the 
Trump administration. He argued that it 
originates from US policy and Washington’s 
extensive media capabilities. Psychological 
warfare is one of America’s principal tools in 
its confrontation with Iran, and Tehran fac-
es an enemy that controls powerful global 
media networks. He claimed that the Unit-
ed States has failed to achieve its objectives 
and has therefore resorted to new threats 
and attempts to project victory. He said that 
Donald Trump continually seeks to portray 
himself as victorious and might use a major 
military action, such as a large-scale bomb-
ing campaign, to claim success. Meybodi 
also argued that any new military action 
against Iran would be met with a reciprocal 
response. In his view, frequent public dis-
cussion of war often makes actual conflict 
less likely, and recurring threats may be in-
tended more to influence Iran’s political and 
psychological calculations than to signal an 
imminent military operation.

Mother of all bombs or father of all missiles?

VP urges SCO to strengthen economic integration, 
independent financial mechanisms

Iran says will respond proportionately to any aggression

TEHRAN — Iranian Army Deputy Coordi-
nator Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari has 
called on international legal bodies to fulfill 
their responsibilities regarding the attack on 
the Iranian destroyer Dena, stressing that the 
vessel had been deployed to India to convey a 
message of peace and friendship and carry out 
training missions.

Speaking at a ceremony unveiling a legal 
petition filed by the families of 104 personnel 
killed aboard the Dena, Sayyari said pursuing 
the case was necessary to ensure that the 
families received answers and that the inci-
dent was addressed through legal channels.

“If international legal bodies make deci-
sions under pressure from the United States 
and other countries, we have no expectations 
of them. But if they are free and independent, 
they must fulfill their responsibilities,” he said, 
according to Mehr News Agency.

The Dena’s voyage to India, he said, was part 
of this policy and was intended to convey Iran’s 
message of peace and friendship to countries 
around the world.

The deputy army coordinator stressed that 
the destroyer had not been deployed for com-
bat. 

Sayyari described the attack on a vessel 
engaged in a non-combat mission as an inhu-
mane act.

Sayyari highlighted Iran’s role in protecting 
commercial vessels and oil tankers along in-
ternational shipping routes in the Gulf of Aden 
and the Bab al-Mandab Strait.

Sayyari also referred to the attack on a 
school in Minab, saying the children and teen-
agers targeted there were not involved in mil-
itary activities.

He called on international organizations to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding 
such attacks and pursue accountability for 
‘war crimes.’



 From Page 1   Below is the full text of the 
interview:

You call the US-Israeli attack on Iran an 
unprovoked and unlawful war of aggres-
sion. What specifically makes it unlawful 
under international law?

This is a pretty clear answer. Under interna-
tional law, within the UN Charter framework 
in place since 1945, states are permitted to 
resort to the use of force in only two scenar-
ios. The first is where there has been specific 
authorization under Chapter VII of the Unit-
ed Nations Charter, which we clearly did not 
have in this case. The second is where there 
is a credible claim to legitimate self-defense, 
which we also did not have in this case. So it 
is very clearly, and unequivocally, an unlaw-
ful use of force. This is a position that many 
scholars of international law have taken, in-
cluding many dozens in the United States, in-
cluding the current president of the American 
Society of International Law. I think it is quite 
clear that this is an unlawful use of force.

The US and Israel have repeatedly framed 
their actions against Iran in terms of secu-
rity and self-defense. At what point does 
self-defense cease to be a legal justification 
for the use of force?

I would say that the language and rhetoric 
the US has used to justify this war have ac-
tually not been rooted in self-defense. They 
sometimes use those words, but in interna-
tional law, self-defense means that a state is 
either responding to an actual armed attack 
that has already occurred against it, or re-

sponding to the real threat of an imminent at-
tack, in the sense that there is an overwhelm-
ing threat that leaves no choice of means and 
no moment for deliberation. That is the legal 
test. This is sometimes referred to as pre-
emptive self-defense, and it is recognized as 
legitimate.

There is a distinction in the law on the use 
of force between preemptive self-defense and 
preventive self-defense. In this case, the Unit-
ed States, in its rhetoric, is drawing on pre-
ventive self-defense. That is not a recognized 
kind of self-defense under international law. 
All of the American justifications for launch-
ing this massive operation last February fell 
into the category of preventive self-defense. 
The attacks were allegedly designed to de-
stroy Iran’s future nuclear capabilities, to de-
stroy existing ballistic missile capabilities, and 
to protect freedom of shipping in the region. 
Trump also made claims rooted in humani-
tarian intervention on the basis that the war 
would assist protesters. None of those argu-
ments reflects a necessity of attack, and the 
language of preventive self-defense simply 
isn’t applicable in the law.

You have written about the Minab school 
attack and raised concerns about the lack 
of political and legal accountability. Who 
should be held accountable for what hap-
pened, and through which legal mecha-
nisms?

There is very good reason to believe that this 
particular attack constitutes a war crime. The 
most obvious mechanism for accountability 

for war crimes would of course be the Inter-
national Criminal Court. That is not currently 
an option here, because neither the United 
States nor Iran is a party to the Rome Statute. 
This means the Court has no jurisdiction over 
this specific attack, or over other alleged war 
crimes in the context of this war.

There are a few ways this could change. 
The Security Council is entitled, should it so 
choose, to refer a situation to the ICC, but giv-
en the US veto power this is highly unlikely. 
Another option is that Iran could accept the 
jurisdiction of the Court through an ad hoc 
declaration under the Statute for a defined 
period of time. That period could go back, for 
example, to the start of the war on February 
28th, or perhaps even earlier, to the attacks 
in the summer of 2025. That would of course 
mean that not only US officials but also Ira-
nian officials would become vulnerable to in-
vestigation and potentially prosecution by the 
Court. But it is the most obvious answer to the 
question of accountability.

There are some other options that people 
have put on the table. Some have proposed a 
special tribunal for Iran, modeled on the spe-
cial tribunal now being set up in the context 
of the Council of Europe to deal with Russian 
aggression in Ukraine. There could also be 
an international, independent mechanism to 
comprehensively investigate alleged crimes 
committed in Iran. This would not allow for di-
rect criminal responsibility, but it would allow 
for a detailed collection of evidence that could 
later support trials, including trials in national 
contexts. We see this now with the mechanism 

that was set up to investigate crimes in Syria.
In terms of political accountability, this re-

ally comes down to the willingness of states, 
specifically US-allied states and Western gov-
ernments, to call out and name what they are 
seeing with respect to American action. The 
most obvious first step is their willingness to 
label the attacks as unlawful, in other words, 
as acts of aggression under international 
criminal law. Until now we have seen a com-
plete political unwillingness to do that. Until 
Western governments are willing to use the 
applicable legal frameworks to talk about 
American conduct in Iran, I think we are not 
going to see meaningful political accountabil-
ity regarding what happened, specifically in 
Minab.

You have expressed concern about the 

use of AI in military attacks. Should the use 
of AI in military targeting itself face new 
legal restrictions?

This is a really important question, of 
course, as we see AI growing at breakneck 
speed. Concerns about the use of artificial 
intelligence systems in targeting have been 
at the forefront of the minds of legal schol-
ars who address the regulation of conduct in 
war. That is partly due to Israel’s use of these 
targeting systems in Gaza over the last three 
years, where the evidence points to a high 
degree of unjustified civilian harm. With the 
Minab strike, we have further evidence that 
the use of AI systems, both in gathering and 
filtering intelligence and in contributing to 
target identification, is very dangerous.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

 From Page 1   from escalation of 
tension and conflict to disruption in 
the Strait of Hormuz, all stem from 
the warmongering nature of the US. 
All their claims against our coun-
try lack legitimacy, because we had 
proven our goodwill both with regard 
to negotiations and inspections in 
the nuclear file within the framework 
of international laws and regulations.

Emphasizing that the US must first 
show it will lift threats and sanctions 
so that conditions for dialogue can be 
met, Pezeshkian stated: You cannot 
increase sanctions and pressure day 
by day and close routes and roads to 
our country, and then claim you seek 
dialogue and negotiation. What kind 
of dialogue is this?

Noting that we know war benefits 
neither us, nor the region and the 
world, nor even the US, the President 
added: It is the US that must answer 
why it started the war in the first 
place, entangling itself and the world 
in problems and difficulties?

Pezeshkian noted: We have been 
and are ready for dialogue, but the US 
must first remove threats and sanc-
tions and then we will talk, because 
if they are truly seeking dialogue and 
agreement, such behavior is com-
pletely in contradiction with their 
claim and is not logical.

The President, further pointing out 
that they imposed all these crimi-
nal acts on our country and our re-
gion under the false claim of nuclear 
weapons, while they martyred our 
Leader who had repeatedly stressed 
the prohibition of nuclear weapons, 
and drove the region into deadlock, 
said: They will certainly not achieve 
their objectives through war and will 
only bring destruction and damage, 
not only for Iran but for the entire 
region; something we do not want to 
happen.

Stressing that they must prove to 
our nation that this time they do not 
want to lie to us, Pezeshkian said: 
Our nation today does not trust the 
US and believes that if we negotiate, 
they will attack us again.

The President added: They con-
stantly propagate in the media that 
they want to attack our country to 
frighten our people, while our na-
tion has no fear of martyrdom. You, 

as our Muslim brothers, must make 
them understand that this is not how 
one treats Muslims. We do not want 
to impose our will on anyone, but we 
will not submit to coercion.

Field Marshal Asim Munir, in the 
meeting expressed pleasure at 
meeting Pezeshkian, presented a 
report on diplomatic actions and ef-
forts to reduce tensions, and while 
expressing concern over a renewed 
outbreak of war, stressed the im-
portance of resolving issues through 
diplomatic solutions and Pakistan’s 
readiness to help settle matters in 
this regard.

He, while regretting the non-im-
plementation of the Islamabad Mem-
orandum of Understanding, said: 
Negotiation never means weakness 
and acceptance of submission to the 
US, because the Iranian nation has 
repeatedly shown its dignity, author-
ity and power to the world; rather it 
is an opportunity to resolve issues 
through a path other than war, con-
flict and insecurity.

Iran will not take out its uranium
General Munir also met in Tehran 

with the Secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council. Major 
General Mohsen Rezaei, the Repre-
sentative of the Supreme Leader and 
Secretary of the Supreme National 
Security Council, in his meeting with 
Asim Munir, stressing that all en-
riched nuclear material will remain 
in Iran, said: Not even an ounce of 
enriched nuclear material will leave 
Iran, and this material is a great as-
set and the national wealth of Irani-
ans for use inside the country.

Major General Mohsen Rezaei 
stated: All the Iranian people and of-
ficials have unanimously and with 
one voice concluded that until con-
fidence-building is done by the US, 
there will be no negotiation, and the 
start of this confidence-building is 
the fulfillment of Iran’s conditions. 
He also stressed the fraternity of the 
Iranian and Pakistani nations.

Asim Munir, emphasizing the re-
opening of the border between Iran 
and Pakistan, said the Iran-Pakistan 
border problem has been resolved 
and the border has been reopened as 
of Tuesday.

Referring to the courageous de-

fense and resistance of the Armed 
Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in the 40-day war, he stressed re-
gional cooperation between the two 
countries without the presence of 
foreigners.

US threats have no effect on our 
decisions

The Pakistani army chief also met 
with Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 
Speaker of Parliament, in Tehran. In 
the meeting, Ghalibaf, while appre-
ciating the support of the Pakistani 
government and nation for Iran in 
conditions of war and negotiation, 
stressed the fraternal relations of 
the two countries. Asim Munir also 
announced the reopening of the two 
countries’ border as of today and de-
scribed border issues as temporary 
and technical.

Referring to Iran’s deep distrust 
of the US and the Trump adminis-
tration’s violation of the Islamabad 
Memorandum of Understanding, 
Ghalibaf stressed that the US can 
win Iran’s trust only by implementing 
Iran’s seven conditions presented in 
New York.

He also said that Iran is not war-
mongering but is fully prepared to 
defend the homeland and national 
dignity, stressing that threats and 
military moves cannot change the 
strategic decisions of the Islamic Re-
public, and that it is the US that must 
act to get out of the quagmire of war.

A deadlock that is not easy to 
break

General Munir’s visit to Tehran took 
place while negotiations between 

Iran and the US have reached a dead-
lock, and Tehran’s seven-day plan to 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz could 
not untie this knot either. The deep 
divide between the two sides’ views 
of the balance of conflict and tension 
is one of the main reasons mediation 
efforts have failed. While the US is 
a short distance from the midterm 
elections and the Republican Party is 
not in good shape in the polls, Trump 
is trying to force Iran into submission 
through threats. Iran, by tightening 
control over the Strait of Hormuz 
and dealing with violating vessels 
seeking to pass through the strait 
without permission, has increased 
pressure on the US, and oil prices 
have even exceeded 110 dollars. In the 
latest developments, two tankers 
carrying a total of 4 million barrels of 
crude oil hit mines over the weekend; 
one caught fire and the other came to 
a halt.

The diesel deal with Putin, al-
though it faced enormous criticism 
inside the US, failed to have any par-
ticular effect on prices or calm angry 
US consumers.

Trump has so far taken varied and 
sometimes contradictory positions 
on the midterm elections and their 
link to the war with Iran. He has tried 
to deflect the rise in fuel prices onto 
the Ukraine war and Biden’s record by 
shifting blame. Meanwhile, he has at 
one point spoken of the insignificance 
of these elections for his Iran policy 
and even said the elections and their 
outcome do not matter to him at all, 
but in practice he behaves different-
ly. From the 5,000-dollar promise to 

every US adult and personal appear-
ances at campaign rallies in various 
states, telling people to imagine they 
are going to the ballot box to vote for 
him, all show how vital this election 
is for him.

The US President recently said 
he would not start a new round of 
confrontation with Iran until after 
the elections, but evidence does not 
necessarily confirm this claim. The 
secret trip of Pete Hegseth, the US 
Secretary of War, to Israel and his 
consultations with Benjamin Net-
anyahu, the Israeli Prime Minister, 
held with the participation of officials 
from the UAE, has increased doubts 
about the future plans of the US and 
Israel.

Iran is ready for the next round of 
war

In Iran too, senior military officials 
speak of full readiness for a new 
round of war. Sardar Hossein Mo-
hebbi, in his recent interview with 
the Tehran Times, did not rule out the 
possibility of a new US attack aimed 
at manufacturing an achievement 
on the eve of the elections, stressing 
that such an attack would bring no 
achievement for the US and that even 
if limited, Iran’s response would be 
very severe and would confront the 
world with a serious energy crisis.

The IRGC spokesman, in other re-
marks, named data cables on the 
floor of the Persian Gulf as one of 
the possible targets in a new round 
of war – something that Mohsen Re-
zaei, the Secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council, had also 
pointed to before him.

Major General Abdollahi, Chief 
of the General Staff of the Iranian 
Armed Forces, also said: Our enemies 
possess modern and new equipment, 
and we must, when necessary, re-
spond to the enemy with different 
methods and asymmetric equip-
ment, as happened in the two recent 
wars.

In the event of any renewed mis-
calculation by the enemy, we will 
neutralize the effect of the enemy’s 
expensive and advanced equipment 
with a wide range of cheap but ef-
fective equipment, and this will be 
painful, worrying and costly for the 
enemy.

It seems Trump is seeking even 
a temporary achievement to pass 
easily and triumphantly through the 
upcoming elections, but whether 
he loses or wins this election, it is 
unlikely to fundamentally affect his 
strategy toward the war with Iran. 
Trump has openly and fully endorsed 
Netanyahu in the Israeli elections, 
and Netanyahu has explicitly stated 
that his goal is the destruction of 
Iran. The Israeli Prime Minister spoke 
by phone with Trump on Monday and, 
by his own account, stressed in it 
the need to achieve this goal. In such 
circumstances, there is no doubt 
about the real intentions of the Don-
ald-and-Bibi duo toward Tehran, and 
this very fact undermines any media-
tion and proposal.

Trump is not after a deal

While some unofficial sources in 
the region have said Pakistan and 
Qatar have prepared a proposal cov-
ering part of both sides’ demands 
that could be agreed by Tehran and 
Washington, evidence shows that 
from Tehran’s perspective, Trump is 
merely seeking to pass through the 
difficult strait of the midterm elec-
tions, not to end an unjustified and 
costly war whose declared objectives 
have changed repeatedly.

Tehran has no doubt about Islam-
abad’s sincerity in resolving the cur-
rent situation, but the point is that 
the ball is in Washington’s court, not 
Tehran’s. Until the US government 
abandons the illusion of forcing Iran 
to surrender and imposing its uni-
lateral conditions – whether through 
negotiation or military aggression – 
this conflict and tension will not end.

It is worth noting that concurrent 
with General Munir’s presence in Teh-
ran, Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister, announced at the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
meeting in Tajikistan that Islamabad 
continues to work to reduce tensions 
and mediate between Tehran and 
Washington.

Stressing that dialogue and diplo-
macy are the most effective way to 
resolve regional disputes, he said: 
“Pakistan will continue to support di-
alogue and the peaceful settlement 
of disputes to achieve lasting peace 
and stability.”
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AI is shortening the “kill chain” in Iran war, says Canadian legal scholar

Brother Munir!  
The ball is in the US court

Heidi Matthews examines how AI-assisted target identification and prioritization could affect human oversight and civilian protection

Pakistan’s army chief came to Tehran to continue Islamabad’s sincere efforts to break the current 
deadlock, but it is the US that has always derailed mediators’ efforts with fantasies like Iran’s surrender
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TEHRAN- Developing access 
for Central Asian countries to 
open waters, activating the east-
ern branch of the North–South 
Corridor, and advancing Iran’s rail 
routes to Afghanistan and beyond 
were among the most important 
axes of the Iranian Minister of 
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment’s negotiations during his 
visit to Kazakhstan.

According to the news portal of 
the Ministry of Transport and Ur-
ban Development, the three-day 
visit of Farzaneh Sadegh, Minister 
of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, to Kazakhstan (October 14-
16) included a series of bilateral 
consultations, participation in 
the Transport Ministers’ Meeting 
of the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO), presentation of 
Iran’s proposals for developing 
regional corridors, and follow-up 
on rail and road cooperation.

During this trip, in addition to 
introducing Iran’s infrastructure 
capacities, issues such as draft-
ing a comprehensive document 
on transport cooperation with 
Kazakhstan, removing obstacles 
to road fleet movement, develop-
ing international rail routes, con-
necting Central Asian countries 
to open waters, and using digital 
technologies in logistics were 
considered.

Farzaneh Sadegh arrived in As-
tana, the capital of Kazakhstan, 
on October 14, at the head of a 
delegation to hold consultations 
with officials of that country and 
to participate in the 14th ECO 
Transport Ministers’ Meeting and 
the 8th International Transport 
and Logistics Business Forum 
“New Silk Road.”

Participation in specialized 
sessions, a visit to the 29th Ka-
zakhstan International Transport 
and Logistics Exhibition, and talks 
with transport ministers of re-
gional countries were among the 
programs pursued during the 
rest of the trip.

The common thread of these 
programs was the effort to turn 
Iran’s geographical capacity into 
a practical advantage in region-
al trade—an advantage whose 
realization depends on complet-
ing infrastructure, coordination 
among countries along the route, 
facilitating border procedures, 
and establishing effective con-
nections among rail, road, and 
sea networks.

From ECO meeting to Iran’s 
proposals for security and de-
velopment of regional corridors

One of the most important 
parts of the Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Development’s 
trip was participation in the 14th 
Transport Ministers’ Meeting of 
ECO member states—a meeting 
where developing regional coop-
eration, removing transport ob-
stacles, and increasing the effi-
ciency of international corridors 
were on the agenda.

At this meeting, Sadegh de-
scribed the ECO region as having 
the capacity to become an inte-
grated network of road, rail, and 
sea routes that can connect Cen-
tral Asia, West Asia, the Caucasus, 
and open waters.

Referring to the resolutions of 
the 13th ECO Transport Ministers’ 
Meeting in Tehran, she called for 
assessing the implementation of 
past agreements and identifying 
remaining obstacles, and empha-
sized that regional cooperation 
must lead to operational, time-
bound, and measurable plans.

Protection of civilian infra-
structure and continuity of trans-
port flows were also among the 
important points in the Minister 
of Roads and Urban Develop-
ment’s remarks.

Referring to the damage in-
flicted on Iran’s transport in-
frastructure during attacks by 
the United States and the Israeli 
regime, Sadegh emphasized that 
disruption in any part of the re-

gion’s communication network 
can increase the cost and time of 
goods movement and also affect 
the supply chains of other coun-
tries.

She asked the ECO Secretariat 
to examine the effects of security 
disruptions on regional corridors 
and to offer solutions for increas-
ing the resilience of the transport 
network. From Iran’s perspective, 
the security of routes and the 
protection of civilian infrastruc-
ture are not merely a national is-
sue but a common interest for all 
member states, whose trade and 
economic connectivity depend on 
the continued operation of these 
networks.

Facilitating truck movement, 
reducing waiting time at bor-
ders, simplifying customs proce-
dures, and harmonizing transport 
documents were among Iran’s 
other proposals. In the rail sec-
tor, the Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development, referring 
to the revival of the ECO train on 
the Turkey–Iran–Turkmenistan 
route, considered this experience 
a basis for expanding rail services 
among member states.

She also proposed that tar-
iff, customs, technical, and op-
erational obstacles on the Al-
maty–Tehran–Istanbul rail route 
be examined and that a specific 
mechanism be created for coordi-
nating train movements.

Sadegh emphasized drafting 
a joint action plan, determining 
the responsibilities of countries, 
and presenting a progress re-
port at the next meeting—an 
approach aimed at moving from 
general agreements toward de-
cisions that can be followed up 
and whose implementation can 
be measured.

Kazakhstan and Iran: drafting 
a comprehensive transport co-
operation document and devel-
oping investment

Farzaneh Sadegh’s meeting 
with Nurlan Sauranbayev, Ka-
zakhstan’s Minister of Transport, 
was the most important bilateral 
axis of the trip. In this meeting, 
the two sides discussed the de-
velopment of rail and road routes, 
increasing transit capacity, using 
the capacities of the Caspian Sea, 
and expanding logistics coopera-
tion.

The Minister of Transport and 
Urban Development, referring 
to the roadmap for the eastern 
route of the International North–
South Corridor, which has been 
drafted with the participation 
of Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, and 
Turkmenistan, considered fol-
low-up on existing agreements 
and removal of implementation 
obstacles to be among the prior-
ities of cooperation between the 
two countries.

She also announced that Iran’s 
proposed roadmap, emphasiz-
ing the corridors of interest to 
the country, had been sent to the 
Kazakh side and expressed hope 
that the ground would be pre-
pared for its signing at the earli-
est opportunity.

Activating the eastern branch 
of the North–South Corridor, de-
veloping the China–Kazakhstan–
Iran–Europe route, and increas-
ing transit capacity were among 
the other proposals raised in this 
meeting. Referring to the impor-

tance of road and rail transport, 
Sadegh called for implementa-
tion of the amended protocol on 
international transport of goods 
and passengers and described 
the connection of Chabahar to 
Zahedan and Sarakhs as an op-
portunity to facilitate access for 
Afghanistan and the northern 
Caspian countries to southern 
routes.

In the area of infrastructure and 
investment, emphasis was also 
placed on drafting a comprehen-
sive document on transport and 
logistics cooperation between 
the two countries. This document 
can provide a framework for co-
ordinating joint programs in var-
ious transport sectors. Kazakh-
stan’s Minister of Transport had 
announced that Iran’s proposed 
roadmap was being finalized.

Removing obstacles to road 
transport was another result of 
the negotiations. Reza Akbari, 
Deputy Minister of Transport and 
Urban Development and Head of 
the Road Maintenance and Trans-
portation Organization, stated in 
explaining the results of the trip 
that in the meeting with Kazakh 
officials, the issue of increasing 
the number of fleet transit per-
mits and the duration of drivers’ 
stay had been discussed.

These issues are operationally 
important for transport compa-
nies and drivers, because transit 
and stay restrictions can affect 
cargo transport schedules and 
movement costs.

According to the announced 
summary, it was decided that 
specialized road transport work-
ing groups would be formed with 
the countries involved in the 
negotiations so that the issues 
raised could be examined in detail 
and practical solutions identified. 
It was also agreed that the results 
of these working groups would be 
presented to the ministers for re-
view and support.

Overall, the most important 
announced achievement in Iran–
Kazakhstan relations was ad-
vancing the process of drafting 
a roadmap for transport coop-
eration, agreeing on the need to 
prepare a comprehensive cooper-
ation document, and following up 
on the removal of transit obsta-
cles—issues whose implemen-
tation depends on finalization of 
documents and subsequent fol-
low-up.

Chabahar–Zahedan and 
trans-Afghan corridor; linking 
Central Asia to open waters

Later in the trip’s programs, 
the specialized meeting on the 
Trans-Afghan Corridor in Astana 
was an opportunity to present 
Iran’s capacities in connecting 
landlocked countries to global 
markets.

At this meeting, the Minister 
of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment considered the completion 
of Iran’s rail routes and the de-
velopment of connections with 
Afghanistan and Central Asian 
countries to be among the fac-
tors influencing the increase in 
regional trade.

Referring to Iran’s plans to de-
velop the railway from the coun-
try’s border to Herat and its ex-
tension in Afghanistan, Sadegh 
emphasized the need to acceler-
ate the completion of rail routes 

and their connection to the Cen-
tral Asian and Chinese networks.

She also proposed that a meet-
ing of the countries located along 
the Iran–Afghanistan–Tajikistan–
Kyrgyzstan–China corridor be 
held within the ECO framework as 
soon as possible so that executive 
mechanisms for advancing this 
route could be examined.

The Chabahar–Zahedan rail-
way, 628 kilometers long, was at 
the center of these discussions. 
By connecting Chabahar Port to 
Iran’s nationwide rail network, 
this railway can provide the basis 
for transferring goods between 
open waters and eastern and 
northern countries. From this 
perspective, the importance of 
the project is not limited to do-
mestic transport development; 
rather, completing the rail chain 
and connecting it to cross-bor-
der routes can facilitate access 
for Afghanistan and other Central 
Asian countries to international 
markets.

The Minister of Transport and 
Urban Development also referred 
to the Chabahar transit agree-
ment among Iran, Afghanistan, 
and India and emphasized the 
port’s capacity for developing 
goods movement. Connecting Af-
ghanistan to Turkey and Europe 
via the Sarakhs–Razi route and 
access to the Caucasus and the 
Black Sea via the Sarakhs–Jolfa 
route were among other routes 
she mentioned as capacities that 
could be pursued.

This issue also had a special 
place in the bilateral negotiations 
between Iran and Kazakhstan. 
Sadegh invited her Kazakh coun-
terpart to attend the opening 
ceremony of the Chabahar–Za-
hedan railway and considered 
the connection of Chabahar to 
Zahedan and Sarakhs effective in 
providing regional countries with 
access to southern routes.

Alongside the Trans-Afghan 
Corridor, Iran’s rail connection to 
Afghanistan via Uzbekistan was 
also considered in negotiations 
related to the development of the 
regional rail network. Jabbarali 
Zakeri, CEO of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Railways, reported on 
the examination of obstacles to 
Iran–Kazakhstan rail cooperation 
and the issue of rail connectivity 
between Iran and Afghanistan via 
Uzbekistan.

Taken together, these propos-
als outline a vision of a multi-
route network in which Chabahar 
acts as the southern gateway, 
Iran’s rail lines as the connecting 
link, and Central Asian countries 
and Afghanistan as parts of the 
regional chain. Realization of this 
vision depends on completing in-
frastructure and reaching agree-
ment among countries along the 
route on regulations, tariffs, and 
operating methods.

Cooperation with Uzbekistan, 
TransLogistica Exhibition, need 
to turn agreements into imple-
mentation

Meeting with Ilhom Mahkamov, 
Minister of Transport and Com-
munications of Uzbekistan, was 
another important program of 
the trip. In this meeting, the two 
sides discussed issues and chal-
lenges in road and rail transport 
and ways to expand transit coop-
eration.

Referring to the growth in 
fleet traffic between Iran and 
Uzbekistan, Sadegh emphasized 
follow-up on joint agreements 
and strengthening bilateral co-
operation. The Uzbek side also 
announced its readiness to devel-
op interactions, and the proposal 
to visit Iran’s port infrastructure 
with the aim of becoming familiar 
with the country’s transit capaci-
ties was considered.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

 From Page 1    According to an IRNA report 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, Gholamreza Nou-
ri Ghezeljeh, who traveled to Italy to participate in 
the 54th session of the Committee on World Food 
Security, met with Qu Dongyu, Director-General of 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
at the organization’s headquarters in Rome and 
discussed global food security conditions and the 
development of cooperation between Iran and 
FAO.

In this meeting, the Minister of Agriculture, em-
phasizing that food security and access to food 
are among the undeniable and basic rights of all 
human beings in the world, called for a more seri-
ous role by international organizations, especially 
FAO, in confronting obstacles to the supply and 
movement of food in the world.

Announcing Iran’s readiness to expand cooper-
ation with FAO, he said: “Iran has gained valuable 
experience in the field of food security, which we 
can share with FAO and other interested coun-
tries.”

Nouri stressed the need to develop technical 
and credit cooperation with the UN Food and Agri-
culture Organization and said: “Over the past year, 
in addition to confronting the sanctions of recent 
decades, we have also faced war, aggression, 
and blockade, but economic and social resilience 
showed that Iran’s food security supply system 
and agricultural production cycle are resilient 
even under critical conditions.”

He also explained to the FAO Director-General 
the measures, experiences, and achievements of 
the government, the private sector, and economic 
actors in Iran’s agricultural sector for maintaining 
the sustainability of food security under difficult 
conditions.

The Minister of Agriculture, emphasizing that 
food security and access to food are among the 
basic and undeniable rights of human beings, 
stated: “International organizations, especially 
FAO, bear an important mission and responsibil-
ity in safeguarding this fundamental right, and 
it is necessary for them to act more seriously to 
realize it.”

Referring to the need to strengthen interna-
tional mechanisms in the field of food security, 
Nouri proposed that FAO, in cooperation with 
other UN bodies, form a special working group 
to examine and resolve global food security chal-
lenges, especially obstacles to access to food and 
its movement, and to carry out the necessary fol-
low-ups in this regard.

Nouri, criticizing the unilateral measures and 
warmongering of the United States in the world, 
stated: “These measures have faced the move-
ment and transfer of food at the global level with 
serious problems and have affected countries’ ac-
cess to food resources.”

The Minister of Agriculture, stating that today 
the issue of food and its abnormal price increase 
has become one of the most important issues in 
the world, said: “International organizations must, 
by understanding the importance and urgency of 
this issue, pursue their responsibility to guarantee 
equitable and sustainable access of all human be-
ings to food more seriously.”

Welcoming expansion of FAO cooperation 
with Iran

Qu Dongyu, FAO Director-General, also in this 
meeting, expressing interest in expanding co-
operation with Iran, emphasized the importance 
of interaction and cooperation among member 
states to achieve sustainable food security.

Recalling Iran’s role in the formation of FAO, he 
referred to our country’s membership as one of 
the first members of this organization.

It is worth noting that the Minister of Agricul-
ture, on the sidelines of attending the headquar-
ters of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, 
held international meetings and met with his 
counterparts from FAO member states, and also 
spoke with an Italian media outlet.

The Minister of Agriculture, criticizing the con-
tradictory behavior of some countries toward the 
principles of the UN Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO), said: “The use of food and unilateral 
sanctions and economic blockades as tools of po-
litical pressure, or the use of hunger as a weapon 
in conflicts, contradicts humanitarian principles 
and the spirit of FAO’s founding.”

According to a report by IRNA from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh, at the 
54th session of the Committee on World Food Se-
curity—held with the participation of agriculture 
and food security ministers of member states of 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
at the organization’s headquarters in Rome, said: 
“Today we stand at a sensitive point in the histo-
ry of humanity, a point where access to sufficient 
and healthy food is considered not only a basic 
need but one of the most fundamental human 
rights. Today, global food security faces unprec-
edented challenges, ranging from severe climate 
change and consecutive droughts to regional and 
international conflicts.”

Nouri Ghezeljeh, stating that the preamble to 
the Constitution of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) has based the raison d’être of 
this institution on several key principles—raising 
levels of nutrition and welfare, improving the ef-
ficiency of production and distribution of agricul-
tural products, and ensuring humanity’s freedom 
from hunger—said: “The commitment of member 
states to these concepts is not merely a ceremo-
nial duty; rather, sustainable peace and equitable 
development in access to food in the world are 
impossible without the practical adherence of all 
members to these commitments.”

TEHRAN- Iran’s Acting Minister of Oil and Qa-
tar’s Minister of Energy met and held talks on co-
operation between Tehran and Doha.

According to Shana, citing Qatar’s Ministry 
of Energy, Hamid Bovard and Saad bin Sherida 
Al-Kaabi met and held talks on Monday, in Doha, 
the capital of Qatar.

According to the ministry’s announcement, en-
ergy relations and cooperation between Iran and 
Qatar were among the topics of the talks.

On July 5, Abbas Abdolkhani, Iran’s Commer-
cial Attaché in Qatar, announced the reopening of 
Qatar’s Al Ruwais port to Iranian goods and the 
resumption of maritime trade between the two 
countries.

Referring to the resumption of Iran-Qatar trade, 

Iran’s Commercial Attaché in Doha stated: After 
approximately five months of halt in the maritime 
transport route for goods between Dayyer Port in 
Iran and Al Ruwais Port in Qatar, following con-
tinuous follow-ups by the Embassy of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in Doha and coordination with 
relevant Qatari officials, Al Ruwais Port has once 
again begun accepting Iranian goods.

Referring to the importance of this trade route, 
he added: Al Ruwais Port is considered one of 
the most important gateways for Iranian goods 
entering the Qatari market, and the resumption 
of activity on this maritime route will play a sig-
nificant role in facilitating trade, reducing trans-
portation costs, increasing the speed of goods 
supply, and enhancing the volume of commercial 
exchanges between the two countries.
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By Ali Minabi

TEHRAN – More than three 
years after the Al-Aqsa Flood 
operation, the Palestinian cause 
has seen internal and external 
shifts. 

The changes have been 
far-reaching, affecting Palestin-
ians, Israelis, the Arab and Islam-
ic worlds, and the world at large. 
One of the most important con-
sequences has been the impact 
on public awareness.

The battle for hearts and 
minds has become as important 
as the fighting on the ground. It 
is being waged through military 
force, political pressure, eco-
nomic measures, psychological 
warfare, media, social media, and 
artificial intelligence. 

Governments and other actors 
are investing enormous resourc-
es in shaping public opinion and 
controlling the story people hear. 
Even more than three years later, 
this battle remains far from over.

Breaking the Palestinian will 
or strengthening it?

In the early days of Al-Aqsa 
Flood, Palestinians from across 
the political spectrum expressed 
pride, joy, and support for the 
operation. The response brought 
together people inside Palestine 
and in the diaspora, including 
supporters and opponents of the 
Palestinian Authority and differ-
ent political factions.

For a brief period, political 
divisions appeared to fade. A 
shared sense of national identity 
brought Palestinians together in 
a manner that had become in-
creasingly rare.

But this unity did not translate 
into a common political strate-
gy or coordinated action on the 
ground. It largely remained an 
expression of solidarity and an-
ticipation of what the operation 
might achieve.

From the Israeli perspective, 
the renewed sense of Palestinian 
national unity posed a serious 

threat. The October 7 attack had 
shattered the regime’s sense of 
security and raised fears that 
similar attacks could take place 
on other fronts. Tel Aviv under-
stood that the return of a strong 
collective Palestinian identity 
could have consequences far be-
yond the battlefield.

The regime’s leadership ap-
peared to believe that mili-
tary victory alone would not be 
enough and that the Palestinian 
will to resist, along with the sup-
port of its allies, would also have 
to be broken.

The ultimate goal was to in-
flict such a decisive defeat 
that the Palestinians would be 
forced to formally surrender. 
This policy has been reflected in 
Israeli statements and actions 
throughout the genocidal war, 
which pointed to a central prob-
lem: even overwhelming military 
force cannot guarantee that the 
Palestinian desire for resistance 
will disappear.

The war over the narrative
From the first hours of Al-Aq-

sa Flood, the regime sought to 
link the attack to Nazism. This 
was not only an attempt to shift 
global public opinion against the 
Palestinians or justify the Gaza 
genocide. It was also part of a 
broader effort to prepare Israe-
li society for a long and costly 
campaign.

By presenting the genocid-
al war as an existential strug-

gle against an absolute evil and 
non-humans, the regime sought 
to build public support for a cam-
paign that would continue until 
Palestinian resistance forces and 
their allies had been completely 
defeated.

The wider ambition was to use 
the genocidal war to establish 
greater Israeli control over the 
region, backed by unconditional 
U.S. support. The collective sense 
of dignity that initially brought 
many Palestinians together has 
also been tested by the scale of 
human suffering. 

A region increasingly wary of 
Tel Aviv

Across the Arab and Muslim 
worlds, Israel’s regional am-
bitions have become harder to 
ignore. Its approach combines 
military occupation and ag-
gression with political pressure, 
psychological warfare, threats, 
and efforts to spread fear. The 
aim, as critics see it, is to make 
regional countries accept Israeli 
dominance, either because they 
feel they have no alternative or 
because they believe cooperation 
with this regime will serve their 
interests.

More than three years of 
genocidal war, however, have 
produced mixed results. On one 
side, the aggression has not 
weakened the strategic resolve 
of Palestinian resistance forc-
es as much as the regime had 
hoped. On the other, it has ex-

posed growing tensions among 
countries that have established 
or pursued diplomatic relations 
with Tel Aviv.

Relations that once appeared 
stable have come under pres-
sure, while divisions among the 
camp still supporting normal-
ization have become more visi-
ble. Despite these differences, a 
broader concern has taken root 
across the region: the regime is 
increasingly seen as a serious 
threat to regional peace and se-
curity.

This viewpoint is not limited 
to countries or movements that 
support armed resistance. It can 
also be found among those that 
maintain relations with Tel Aviv 
or seek to remain neutral in re-
gional disputes.

The Israeli image abroad 
On the international stage, the 

regime has suffered a serious 
setback in the battle for public 
opinion. The damage has gone 
beyond criticism from ordinary 
people. It has also been reflected 
in official positions, diplomatic 
tensions, and growing unease 
over Israeli conduct in Gaza.

The sight of delegates walking 
out of the UN General Assembly 
during Prime Minister Netanya-
hu’s speech offered a striking 
example of this shift.

For decades, Israel worked to 
present itself to Western au-
diences as a liberal democracy 
with a strong moral foundation. 
It also sought to portray itself 
as the only democracy in the re-
gion. That image has been very 
badly damaged. The anti-Semi-
tism card has also struggled to 
silence criticism.

The result is a growing gap be-
tween the image that the regime 
spent decades building and the 
way many people now view its 
conduct. Repairing that damage 
will be extremely difficult. The 
consequences could last for a 
vast number of years.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   The backlash has handed 
Democrats a 47 to 35 percent advantage 
on the generic congressional ballot. That 
12-point lead represents the widest gap 
measured during the current election cycle. 
Two weeks prior, the same poll showed a 
7-point Democratic margin.

A shift of this scale threatens the Republi-
can majority in both the House of Represen-
tatives and the Senate, a result that would 
stall Trump’s domestic agenda for his re-
maining two years in office.

Women are driving the shift. Half of female 
registered voters surveyed said they intend 
to vote Democratic, compared to 32 percent 
favoring Republicans. Men also backed Dem-
ocrats, though by a smaller margin.

When asked which party would better 
manage the national economy, voters chose 
Democrats over Republicans by 40 percent to 
33 percent.

The domestic fallout from the military ag-
gression against Iran has forced Republican 
campaigns into retreat.

While Trump urges rally crowds to pretend 
he is on the ballot, ad-tracking data from Ad-
Impact tells a different story.

Between September 9 and October 17, 

Republican House and Senate campaigns 
spent less than $1 of every $100 on television 
and streaming ads that mentioned Trump’s 
name. During the primary season, that figure 
stood at $55 of every $100.

Democratic campaigns are taking the op-
posite approach, devoting $20 of every $100 
in advertising spending to commercials that 
prominently feature Trump.

These spots directly link Republican can-
didates to the war on Iran, trade tariffs, and 
rising living costs.

In battleground states such as Georgia, 
Michigan, and Maine, Democratic ads high-
light the direct connection between Wash-
ington’s military aggression in West Asia and 
higher prices at local gas stations.

Republican pollster Whit Ayres noted the 
obvious difficulty facing his party, observing 
that a president stuck in the 30s offers little 
help to candidates who need 50 percent of 
the vote to win.

The online survey gathered responses 
from 1,679 U.S. adults, including 1,279 reg-
istered voters, with a margin of error of 2 
percentage points for all respondents and 3 
points for registered voters.

A new report by Amnesty International 
says that several UK universities have sys-
temically restricted pro-Palestinian solidar-
ity among their students and academics, as 
well as any speech that is perceived as “crit-
ical” of Israel.

The report said that students and aca-
demics have been sanctioned for chanting, 
clapping or wearing keffiyehs in support of 
Palestine, resulting in suspensions, campus 
bans, withdrawal of degrees and threats to 
visa status, “often causing great personal 
harm”.

Visibly Muslim students, and those who 
display symbols of Palestinian identity, have 
been “disproportionately impacted”, it found, 
Al Jazeera reported.

Kerry Moscogiuri, the chief executive of 
Amnesty International UK, called the find-
ings “an attack on our freedom of speech 
and the right to protest from the very insti-
tutions who are supposed to encourage free 
thought”.

Corbyn’s call for public inquiry into ‘Brit-
ish complicity’ in Gaza genocide rejected

Meanwhile, the UK government has reject-
ed a call by Jeremy Corbyn for an independent 
inquiry into “British complicity” in Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza, Middle East Eye reported.

The former Labour leader wrote to Prime 
Minister Andy Burnham in July calling on him 
to back a bill for a public Chilcot-style inquiry 
into British military, economic and political 
cooperation with Israel over the course of its 
ongoing onslaught in Gaza which began in 
October 2023.

The bill, which was rejected by former 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s government 
during its second reading last year, specifi-
cally sought a probe into the British govern-
ment’s “supply of weapons, surveillance air-

craft” to Israel as well as its use of Royal Air 
Force bases.

The independent MP revived the bill in July, 
following Starmer’s resignation, and called 
on Burnham for his support.

But Burnham’s government rejected the 
call in response to a written question on 
Monday, saying that a tribunal isn’t neces-
sary as there are “extensive mechanisms 
already available for parliamentary account-
ability and oversight”.

New catastrophe for displaced Gazans

Meanwhile, the decision by the UN’s food 
agency [the World Food Program] to cut crit-
ical humanitarian aid to half a million people 
in Gaza is a new catastrophe for a displaced 
population in need of this essential assis-
tance.

These people survive mainly on the aid 
provided to them by international agencies, 
primarily the WFP. What worries them more 
is that they would be left to provide for them-
selves with money they don’t have, because 
of the dire living conditions. 80 percent of the 
population in the strip is unemployed, and 
they lack the money to meet their daily needs.

The people worry about what will come 
next as the world turns its back on Gaza 
during this difficult time. There are more than 
a million people who are displaced across 
Gaza, and their struggles increase every day, 
especially as aid is all they have to survive.

They might take refuge in selling their own 
belongings to be able to support their fami-
lies and bring in what they can to help them 
get through the days.

Even the aid they used to receive was not 
enough, despite the compounding needs 
ahead of winter. This might be only one step 
in a larger phase of cuts, possibly soon.

By Ranjan Solomon
GOA, India - There are films that recount 

the horrors of war, films that make audiences 
feel the pain of those who endure it, and films 
that take us somewhere far more disturbing: 
into the machinery that makes such horrors 
possible. NAZA, the documentary by Israeli 
filmmakers Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, 
belongs to this third category. It asks us to 
look beyond the images of destruction that 
have become tragically familiar from Gaza 
and confront the systems, institutional cul-
tures and technological processes through 
which the destruction of human life can be 
organised, assessed and justified.

The film received the Special Jury Prize at 
the Venice Film Festival, where its premiere 
reportedly prompted an extraordinary stand-
ing ovation lasting approximately twenty-five 
minutes. The response was significant, not 
simply as recognition of cinematic achieve-
ment, but because the documentary arrived 
at a moment when the world has witnessed 
Gaza’s devastation on an almost unimag-
inable scale, while political institutions have 
struggled to translate international concern 
into effective protection for Palestinians.

For readers in Iran and across West Asia, 
the film raises questions that extend well 
beyond Palestine. What happens when ad-
vanced technology is placed in the service 
of military domination? What becomes of 
human responsibility when decisions about 

life and death are mediated through data-
bases, surveillance systems, algorithms and 
calculations of acceptable civilian casualties? 
And what does it mean when the suffering of 
another people becomes part of the ordinary 
administrative routines of warfare?

These are not merely questions about cine-
ma or artificial intelligence. They concern the 
relationship between technology and power, 
the value assigned to human life, and the 
moral obligations of societies capable of in-
flicting immense destruction.

Behind the images of destruction

The title NAZA refers to a military acronym 
associated with estimates of expected civil-
ian casualties during airstrikes. Its signifi-
cance lies in the unsettling distance between 
the technical language of military planning 
and the human realities that such language 
can conceal.

A bomb striking a residential building is 

visible. The destruction of a hospital, the col-
lapse of an apartment block and the death of 
children are events that can be photographed 
and transmitted across the world. Yet the de-
cisions preceding those events remain large-
ly hidden. Someone must identify a target, 
assemble intelligence, interpret information, 
determine the parameters of an operation 
and authorise the use of force. Somewhere 
in that chain, a judgment is made about the 
likely consequences for civilians.

NAZA directs our attention towards this 
hidden world. Through testimony from Israe-
li military and intelligence personnel, many 
speaking anonymously, the documentary ex-
amines aspects of the systems used to iden-
tify targets and conduct military operations 
in Gaza. The filmmakers have described their 
work as drawing upon investigative report-
ing and testimony from individuals familiar 
with these processes.

The film’s significance lies in the questions 
it raises about institutional procedures and 
their human consequences. When military 
planners discuss anticipated casualties, what 
happens to the people represented by those 
figures? When a computer screen displays a 
target, does the operator see a family living 
in a home, or merely an entry in a system? 
When civilian deaths are incorporated into 
operational calculations, who determines the 
moral limits of that calculation?

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   Their interactive 
maps detail over 200 coordinat-
ed actions, including planned 
blockades of oil depots, fuel sta-
tions, and major retail hubs to 
freeze economic traffic.

What began in mid-Septem-
ber as a high school walkout in 
Créteil over crumbling class-
rooms quickly grew into a na-
tion-wide rebellion.

Police brutality poured fuel on 
the fire. In Lens, a 15-year-old 
student lost a hand to police mu-
nitions; in Tours, a 16-year-old 

suffered severe eye trauma.

The violence drew work-
ing-class families, trade unions, 
and veteran Yellow Vests back to 
the streets in solidarity

 By October 17, up to 800,000 
citizens marched against sky-
rocketing inflation, stagnant 
wages, and unpayable rent.

When clashes erupted, fire 
gutted the 19th-century city 
hall in Limoges and damaged 
tourist hubs in Lyon, while luxu-
ry boutiques along Paris’s Place 
Vendôme were left with shat-

tered glass.

The state has responded with 
total force. Authorities took over 
2,500 people into custody, jailed 
dozens, and deployed 60,000 
armed officers.

Nearly 1,000 police were in-
jured, and one demonstrator died 
near the Paris march. Instead of 
addressing popular demands for 
price freezes and wage increas-
es, President Emmanuel Macron 
flew to the Persian Gulf to secure 
foreign fuel supplies to protect 
Western capital.

The crisis exposes the utter hy-
pocrisy of Western governments. 
While Paris routinely preaches 
human rights to foreign nations, 
they deploy tear gas, water can-
nons, and curfews the moment 
their own working-class revolts 
against economic misery.

Iran’s foreign ministry has 
called out Macron’s attempt to 
blame global energy shocks for 
domestic unrest, declaring that 
French leaders helped ignite re-
gional instability and must now 
listen to the voice of their own 
people.
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 From Page 1   The Islamic Civilization Cen-
ter offers one ambitious answer. Officially 
opened in March 2026, the complex stands 
beside the historic Khast-Imam ensemble, 
one of Tashkent’s most important religious 
and cultural sites. 

My guide throughout the visit was Mr. Ozod 
Kuvondikov, Head of the Information Service 
of Uzbekistan’s Committee on Interethnic Re-
lations, who had also assisted me during ear-
lier visits to other attractions in the capital. 
He spoke English quite well and approached 
his role with professionalism, patience and a 
clear knowledge of the places he introduced 
me to. 

 A building designed to tell a story
Even from kilometers away, the center 

is difficult to overlook. Its four monumen-
tal entrance portals, each approximately 34 
meters high, draw on architectural traditions 
from different parts of Uzbekistan. The east-
ern entrance recalls the Ulugbek Madrasah 
on Registan Square in Samarkand. The west-

ern portal reflects the religious architecture 
of Bukhara, while the northern and southern 
entrances incorporate references to other 
historic regions and cities, including Khiva, 
Shakhrisabz, Karakalpakstan, Kokand, Tash-
kent and Termez.

Together, the entrances form an architec-
tural map of the country. They suggest that 
Uzbekistan’s heritage cannot be reduced to 
a single city, dynasty or style. It developed 
through many regional traditions, each con-
tributing its own forms, colors and artistic 
vocabulary.

Above the complex rises a central dome 
more than 60 meters high. The building 
covers more than 40,000 square meters of 
interior space, making room for exhibition 
galleries, research facilities, a library, educa-
tional areas and conference facilities. Official 
descriptions place the complex among the 
country’s largest recent cultural projects.

Inside, the scale becomes more apparent. 
Broad halls lead into exhibition spaces, and 

the building’s pale surfaces and monumental 
proportions give visitors room to pause rath-
er than hurry from one display to another.

Yet the center’s most interesting feature 
is not its size alone. It is the way the building 
attempts to turn history into a continuous 
narrative.

Instead of presenting the past as a series 
of unrelated treasures, the main exhibi-
tion follows a chronological route. It begins 
with the ancient civilizations of Central Asia, 
moves through the region’s pre-Islamic her-
itage, enters the period of scientific and cul-
tural flourishing between the eighth and 13th 
centuries, and then follows the artistic and 
political achievements associated with the 
14th to 16th centuries. The final section turns 
to contemporary Uzbekistan and its vision of 
a new cultural renaissance.

This arrangement makes an import-
ant point: the story of Islamic civilization in 
Central Asia did not begin with the arrival 
of Islam, nor did it end with the decline of a 
particular dynasty. It emerged from earlier 
societies and continued through centuries of 
exchange, adaptation and intellectual work.

The Hall of Fame: scholars beyond bor-
ders

One of the first spaces to command atten-

tion is the Hall of Fame, where huge mosaic 
panels vividly portray some of the most in-
fluential thinkers in the history of the Islamic 
world.

The figures include Avicenna, known in the 
Islamic intellectual tradition as Ibn Sina; Al-
Khwarizmi, whose work helped establish the 
foundations of algebra; Al-Biruni, the scholar 
whose investigations ranged across math-
ematics, astronomy, geography and other 
fields; and Al-Farabi, the philosopher often 
called the Second Teacher after Aristotle.

The portraits are assembled from thou-
sands of small pieces of tile. Viewed from a 
distance, they form monumental images. 
Seen more closely, they reveal the patience 
and precision required to bring so many indi-
vidual pieces into a single composition.

The effect is both artistic and symbolic. 
Each scholar is presented as an individual 
whose ideas helped shape a much larger in-
tellectual world.

A peek into the ancient world

The center’s historical journey reaches 
back much further than the Islamic period. In 
the galleries devoted to pre-Islamic heritage, 
archaeological objects present Central Asia 
as a place of human settlement, artistic pro-
duction and cultural contact stretching back 
thousands of years.

Among the countless objects described in 
the exhibition material are stone tools and 
arrowheads associated with the Obi-Rahmat 
site, dating to approximately 80,000 years 
ago. There are also gold ornaments and other 
finds linked to ancient Bactria, a historical re-
gion that included parts of present-day Uz-
bekistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan.

One striking exhibit is the sculpted head 
known as the Head of the Kushan Prince, 
dated to the first or second century CE and 
discovered at Dalverzin-Tepa in southern 
Uzbekistan. Its features and surviving detail 
offer a glimpse of the artistic culture that 
developed under the Kushan Empire, whose 
territories connected parts of Central and 
South Asia.

Nearby, a deer sculpture dating to the first 
millennium BC recalls the symbolic impor-
tance of animals in ancient artistic traditions. 
Its presence gives the gallery a different 
character from the displays of manuscripts 
and religious objects elsewhere in the build-
ing. Here, visitors encounter societies whose 
beliefs and artistic languages developed long 
before the emergence of Islam.

The objects also challenge the idea that the 
history of Uzbekistan can be understood only 
through the history of the Uzbek state, which 
is modern in its present form. The territory 
has been home to many peoples, languag-
es, religions and political systems. Sogdian, 
Bactrian, Khwarazmian, Persian, Turkic and 
other cultural traditions all formed part of 
the wider historical landscape.

For an Iranian visitor, this part of the 
exhibition feels especially close. Ancient 
Bactria and the surrounding regions were 
linked to the Iranian cultural world through 
language, religion, trade and political con-
tact. These connections were neither sim-
ple nor unchanging, but they formed an 
important part of the history of the lands 
that now make up modern Iran and its 
neighbors.

When technology brings history closer

The chronological galleries are support-
ed by a range of digital installations. Multi-
lingual screens provide information about 
objects, while digital reconstructions place 
historic buildings and cities within their 
former settings. Interactive displays al-
low visitors to explore historical periods 
in ways that would be difficult to achieve 
through labels and glass cases alone.

Some of the most engaging features use 
artificial intelligence to animate portraits 
of scholars and present their discoveries 
in a more personal format. Rather than 

simply reading a short biography, visitors can 
encounter a digital representation of a his-
torical figure explaining aspects of his work.

Such displays can make a difficult subject 
more accessible, especially for younger visi-
tors or people unfamiliar with the history of 
Islamic scholarship. Mathematics, philoso-
phy and astronomy may seem distant when 
presented only through dates and technical 
terms. A digital guide can help turn them into 
stories about human curiosity, disagreement 
and discovery.

One of the most effective installations is 
an interactive map of the Silk Road. The his-
toric trading network is often represented in 
books as a series of lines connecting distant 
cities. Here, its routes become visible paths 
of movement and exchange, helping visitors 
understand how merchants, religious teach-
ers, diplomats, artists and ideas travelled be-
tween regions.

The Silk Road was never a single road with 
one fixed route. It was a changing network of 
overland and other connections that linked 
East Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East and 
Europe across many centuries. Its impor-
tance lay not only in the goods that moved 
along it but also in the knowledge and artistic 
practices that accompanied them. That is way 
it sometimes referred to as the Silk Roads 
NOT the SilK Road. 

Looking at the map, I thought about how 
often the history of our region is divided into 
national chapters, even when the historical 
evidence points towards constant interac-
tion. The roads that connected Samarkand, 
Bukhara and Khiva also linked them to cities 
farther south and west, including those of 
historical Iran.

Other interactive features make the expe-
rience more playful. Visitors can try a virtual 
archery simulation or explore an installation 
demonstrating how bellows supply air to a 
traditional tandoor oven. In the gallery de-
voted to contemporary Uzbekistan, Humo AI 
acts as a digital assistant, answering ques-
tions about the center and the country’s his-
tory.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

Iran and Uzbekistan: Where shared 
history comes alive in Tashkent

Moradi and 
Motaghian win 
medals in javelin 
throw
TEHRAN - Two Iranian athletes won silver 

and bronze medals in the women’s javelin 
throw at the 2026 Asian Para Games in Na-
goya.

The para-athletics competition contin-
ued this afternoon with the women’s javelin 
throw event in the F55/F56 classification.

Iranian national team athlete Zeynab Mora-
di finished second with a throw of 22.96 me-
ters, earning the silver medal.

Her compatriot, Hashemiyeh Motaghian, 
secured third place with a throw of 22.94 me-
ters to claim the bronze medal.

China’s LAI Xiaojuan won the gold medal 
with a throw of 26.81 meters.

Haghighatshenas 
takes gold in para 
Ttekwondo
TEHRAN - Amirmohammad Haghighatshe-

nas won the gold medal in 2026 Asian Para 
Games para taekwondo after defeating the 
host nation’s representative in the final.

Haghighatshenas faced Japan’s Shunsuke 
Kudo in the men’s K44 under-70kg final at the 
Aichi-Nagoya 2026 on Tuesday. The Iranian 
athlete won both rounds, with scores of 14–2 
and 18–12, to secure the gold medal.

On his way to the final, Haghighatshenas 
defeated Kazakhstan’s Din Muhammad Askar 
in the quarterfinals and overcame his Uzbek 
opponent in the semifinals before beating 
Kudo in the final.

With this victory, Iran’s para taekwondo 
team concluded the second day of compe-
tition with five medals: Haghighatshenas 
won gold, Zahra Rahimi claimed silver, and 
Parimah Tourani, Saeed Sadeghianpour, and 
Maryam Abdollahpour each earned a bronze 
medal.

Shot putter 
Khosravi snatches 
gold in Asian Para 
Games
TEHRAN - Yasin Khosravi won the gold 

medal in the shot put at the para-athletics 
competition at the 2026 Asian Para Games in 
Nagoya, Japan.

At the conclusion of the second day of 
para-athletics events at the 5th Asian Para 
Games, Khosravi claimed gold in the men’s 
F57 shot put.

The Iranian thrower recorded a distance 
of 15.25 meters to secure the gold medal. 
His performance also set a new Asian Para 
Games record, breaking the previous record 
held by a Chinese athlete.

Saudi Arabia’s Haidr Salamh won the silver 
medal with a throw of 14.97 meters, while In-
dia’s Hokato Hotozhe claimed bronze with a 
distance of 14.65 meters.

Men’s wheelchair 
basketball advance 
to semis
TEHRAN -Iran’s men’s national wheelchair 

basketball team advanced to the semifinals 
of the 2026 Aichi-Nagoya Asian Para Games 
after defeating Kuwait 110-43 to secure their 
fourth consecutive victory in the competition.

Iran had previously won their first three 
group-stage matches, defeating Iraq 81–23, 
South Korea 67–62, and the Philippines 71–
45. Those victories had already secured the 
team’s qualification for the knockout stage.

Iran’s men’s and women’s national wheel-

chair basketball teams are competing at the 
fifth Asian Para Games in Aichi-Nagoya.

Saman Pakbaz 
collects shot put 
gold
TEHRAN - Saman Pakbaz has won another 

gold medal for Iran’s athletics team at the Ai-
chi-Nagoya Games, continuing the para-ath-
letics competition.

The F12 shot put was held at the Mizuho 
Park Stadium in Nagoya on Tuesday.

Iran’s national team member Pakbaz re-
corded a mark of 13.52 meters and won the 
gold medal of this edition of the Games.

Pakbaz made five valid throws and finished 
ahead of athletes from Indonesia and Uzbeki-
stan to take gold.

Indonesia’s Michael Marcelino won silver 
with 12.85 meters, and the bronze medal 
went to Uzbekistan’s Diyorbek Umarov with 
12.54 meters.

Zeighaminejad 
earns bronze in 
200m individual 
medley
TEHRAN - Sina Zeighaminejad won the 

bronze medal in the men’s 200m individual 
medley final at the Nagoya Asian Para Games 
on Tuesday.

On the second day of para swimming at the 
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Para Games 2026, Iran’s 
representatives lined up in the men’s SM10 
200m individual medley final and came away 
with one bronze medal.

Zeighaminejad and Shahin Izadyar raced 
against five other swimmers from the Philip-
pines, Japan and Kazakhstan. Zeighaminejad 
took bronze in 2:23.44, while Izadyar finished 
fourth in 2:26.87.

Japan’s Akito Minai won gold in 2:18.11, and 
Kazakhstan’s Dias Kenzhebek took silver in 
2:21.61.

Zeighaminejad and Izadyar had also won 
one gold and one silver between them the 
previous day.

Hatami collects 
bronze at 100m 
T38 
TEHRAN – Iran’s Reza Hatami won the 

bronze medal in the para-athletics 100m fi-
nal on Tuesday.

On the second day of para-athletics at the 
fifth Asian Para Games in Nagoya, the T38 
100m discipline was held.

Hatami finished third in 11.72 seconds to 
take the bronze medal.

Thailand’s Amornthep Phonpanna won 
gold in 11.60, and Iraq’s Ali Al-Rikabi took sil-
ver in 11.70.

Jahanabadi claims 
bronze in 100m 
breaststroke
TEHRAN - Iran’s swimmer finished third in 

the men’s 100m breaststroke final at the Na-
goya Asian Para Games on Tuesday.

Continuing the para swimming competition 
at the fifth Aichi-Nagoya Para Asian Games, 
Mohammadhossein Karimi Jahanabadi lined 
up in the men’s SB12 100m breaststroke final 
and won bronze.

Karimi Jahanabadi raced against seven 
other swimmers from Hong Kong, Kazakh-
stan, Singapore, India, Qatar and Japan, fin-
ishing third in 1:13.47 to earn the medal.

Japan’s Genki Saito and Qatar’s Shamil Sha-
hov won gold and silver in 1:12.74 and 1:13.17 
respectively.
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Subject: Invitation to Tender - Cefixime 
Trihydrate

We would like to invite your company 
to participate in our tender for the 
supply of Pharmaceutical Products

For further details, please refer to the 
link below:

https://www.owzan.com/tenders

Kindly submit your quotation and 
Proforma Invoice no later than 10:00 

AM on 24 October 2026, either by 
email to tender@owzanmarket.com 

or in a sealed envelope delivered to the 
Security Office of Ozan Company.



TEHRAN - Iraqi Ambassador 
to Iran Yasser Abdulzahra Al-
Hajjaj has stressed that scientif-
ic cooperation between the two 
countries should extend beyond 
student recruitment to include 
joint research projects, exchang-
es of professors and research-
ers, and stronger technological 
ties.

Universities are not merely ed-
ucational institutions; they also 
serve as bridges for dialogue and 
the exchange of expertise among 
scientists from different coun-
tries, particularly Iran and Iraq, 
IRNA reported.

He made the remarks while ad-
dressing a national festival held at 
the Iran University of Science and 
Technology on Tuesday. 

Referring to the significant 
progress achieved in bilateral 
scientific relations, Al-Hajjaj said 
today that thousands of Iraqi stu-
dents are studying in more than 
80 Iranian universities, majoring 
in medical and non-medical fields, 
across the country.

The past two Iran-Iraq sci-
ence weeks brought togeth-
er over 70 and 80 university 
chancellors of the two nations, 
and more than 250 memoranda 
of understanding (MOUs) were 
signed, indicating a good expe-
rience in expanding scientific 
collaborations.

The official said that the estab-
lishment of a branch of Tehran 
University of Medical Sciences in 
Iraq promoted and stabilized aca-
demic relations between Iran and 
Iraq more than ever. 

He went on to say that a branch 
of University of Tehran will be in-
augurated in Karbala and Najaf 
in the near future. He expressed 
hope that a branch of Sharif Uni-
versity of Technology and Iran 
University of Science and Technol-
ogy would be launched in Iraq as 
well.

According to the official, Iraq is 
expanding its educational and re-
search infrastructures, and with 
the increase in the number of do-
mestic universities, the majority 
of Iraqi students would tend to 
study at home. 

Given that 85 percent of Iraqi 
students in Iran are employees 
who, based on the new legisla-
tion in Iraq, will have problems 
studying abroad, the official 
suggested considering the sit-
uation as an opportunity rath-
er than a threat to revise the 
model of scientific interactions 
between the two sides. Other-
wise, the probable decrease in 
the number of Iraqi students in 
Iran would give rise to new chal-
lenges.

Iraqi official called for the im-
plementation of joint research 
projects in medical, agricultural, 
sand and dust, oil, gas and emerg-
ing technologies like artificial in-
telligence.

Developing joint education-
al courses and co-supervising 
theses were among other issues 
highlighted by Al-Hajjaj. 

Boosting academic ties to 
meet domestic, regional priori-
ties

On October 18, Iran’s scientific 
counselor in Iraq, Mohammad-Ja-
vad Najafi, and Iraqi Deputy Minis-
ter of Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research, Haider Abd Dahed, 
discussed ways to strengthen 
academic cooperation between 
universities in the two countries, 
with a focus on problem-solving 
approaches and addressing do-
mestic and regional needs.

Collaboration on problem-ori-
ented research, the provision of 
scholarships, the facilitation of 
educational issues for students, 
and preparation for the ‘Third 
Iran-Iraq Science Week’ were the 
key topics discussed during the 
meeting, IRNA reported.

The officials also discussed 
conducting collaborative research 
projects, supervising joint disser-
tations for postgraduate degrees, 
and publishing joint scientific ar-
ticles in globally reputable maga-
zines.

Addressing the challenges and 

educational problems faced by the 
students in reciprocal countries 
was the other issue raised by the 
two sides.

On September 22, Ehsan Qa-
boul, head of the Ministry of Sci-
ence, Research and Technology’s 
Center for International Scientific 
Cooperation, and Safaa Taqi Abd 
Nour Al-Issawi, president of Mus-
tansiriya University, highlighted 
the need to boost technological 
cooperation and implement pre-
viously reached agreements.

The officials met in Tehran and 
agreed to conduct joint research 
projects and supervise postgrad-
uate theses focused on Iran-Iraq 
shared issues, including econom-
ic, social, cultural, agricultural, 
and industrial challenges, IRNA 
reported.

Both parties agreed to have an 
active participation in the third 
Iran-Iraq Science Week. Qaboul, 
for his part, said the Iraqi universi-
ty is expected to play an effective 
role in the week through defining 
and executing practical and syn-
ergistic programs in cooperation 
with top Iranian universities.

TEHRAN – The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has extended the designation of Pas-
teur Institute of Iran as its collaborating cen-
ter for reference and research on rabies for 
another four years, till January 14, 2030.

Through sustained comprehensive efforts, 
exceptional scientific expertise, and compli-
ance with international standards, the insti-
tute has obtained a renewed four-year en-
dorsement from this global health body. The 
designation highlights the pivotal role and 
scientific authority of the Pasteur Institute 
of Iran in education, specialized diagnosis, 
applied research, and strengthening surveil-
lance systems for the elimination of rabies in 
Iran and the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
(EMR), IRNA reported. 

Founded in 1920, the Pasteur Institute of 
Iran is a longstanding member of the Pasteur 
Network. The Institute contributes to nation-
al, regional, and global public health through 
its national reference laboratories, WHO Col-
laborating Centers, disease surveillance and 
diagnostics, biobanks, and the production of 
essential medical countermeasures.

The Pasteur Institute of Iran has been a 
pillar of the country’s public health system 
for more than a century. This institute has 
provided key public health infrastructure on 
multiple fronts, including vaccine develop-
ment and production, national reference lab-
oratory services, diagnostics, and genomic 
surveillance for infectious diseases, including 
SARS-CoV-2, cholera, rabies, measles, tuber-
culosis, HIV/AIDS, and viral hepatitis.

The Institute was targeted by the US and 
Israel on April 2. Following the attack, Mario 
Moreira, President of the Pasteur Network, 
expressed concern over the destruction of 
the Pasteur Institute of Iran and warned of 
the potential regional impacts, as it disrupts 
the major role of this century-old pillar of 
global health in prevention and control of ex-
isting and rising health threats in the region. 

International scientific reporting, includ-
ing coverage in Science Magazine, has high-
lighted the effects of escalating hostilities on 
universities and research institutions in Iran, 
including impacts on academic and public 
health infrastructure.

Iran, WHO join efforts to eliminate 
 human rabies by 2030

The National Plan for the Elimination of 
Human Rabies 2026–2030 was formally 
countersigned at a seminar marking World 
Rabies Day, hosted by the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Education’s Centre for Commu-
nicable Disease Control.

The initiative aims to strengthen national 
efforts to prevent and ultimately eliminate 
human rabies through coordinated measures 
in disease surveillance, prevention, public 
awareness, and timely access to post-expo-
sure treatment.

Speaking at the event, Dr Jean Jabbour, 
WHO Representative in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, emphasized the need for collabora-
tion across human health, veterinary ser-
vices, municipalities, communities and oth-
er sectors through a One Health approach. 
He also highlighted timely care after animal 
bites and dog vaccination as essential mea-
sures to prevent rabies deaths.

Achieving the goal of zero human deaths 
from rabies by 2030 requires enhancing col-
laborations among the health system, veter-
inary services, municipalities, and local com-
munities within the framework of the “One 
Health” approach, Jabbour stated.

Dog bites contribute to 99 percent of hu-
man rabies cases. Despite being fatal, rabies 
is entirely preventable. However, no single 
organization can defeat the disease on its 
own, the health ministry’s website quoted 
Jabbour as saying.

The official made the remarks on the occa-
sion of World Rabies Day, which is marked on 
September 28 every year.

Highlighting this year’s World Rabies Day 
theme, ‘Stronger Together’, he noted that 
rabies elimination needs ongoing multi-sec-
toral cooperation among physicians,  veteri-
narians, health staff, municipalities,  and lo-
cal communities.

Referring to the number of animal bites 
in the country, he said over the past two 
decades there has been a fivefold increase 
in the number of reported cases. More than 
441,000 individuals bitten by animals were 

referred to medical centers in the past Irani-
an year (March 2025 – March 2026). Twenty 
of them lost their lives, and it could have been 
prevented. Eleven individuals died without 
receiving any treatment.

The statistics indicate that, in addition to 
prompt presentation of the bitten person 
to medical centers, timely and appropriate 
post-exposure care and the raise of public 
awareness are critical, and every case of ani-
mal bite must be treated as a medical emer-
gency. When a person is bitten or scratched 
by an animal, even if the bite looks small, they 
have to visit a healthcare provider right away, 
he added.

Noting that approximately four out of ev-
ery five confirmed rabies deaths in Iran are 
due to dog bites, Jabbour stated that stray 
dogs alone account for more than half of 
these cases, while the rest are attributed to 
wild animals, including wolves and foxes.

The official underlined the role of One 
Health strategies for rabies control, includ-
ing constant vaccination of dogs, effective 
management of stray dogs, and the promo-
tion of close cooperation among the human 
health, environmental health, and veterinary 
sectors, he added.

Lauding the adopted measures in the coun-
try, Jabbour said some 729 rabies prevention 
and treatment centers are operating across 
the country, and post-exposure care services 
are provided in all provinces.

Around one million doses of human rabies 
vaccine and 180,000 vials of anti-rabies se-
rum are procured for the national program 
annually; the Pasteur Institute of Iran helps 
diagnose confirmed cases of rabies as well as 
train physicians and health workers.

The official went on to say that the devel-
opment of a national strategic document for 
rabies eradication is also a significant step 
toward aligning Iran with the global goal of 
“zero human deaths from dog-mediated ra-
bies by 2030”, adding that the WHO is com-
mitted to supporting  Iran, through technical 
assistance and collaboration, in achieving the 
goal.

TEHRAN – Iran has achieved a substantial 
share of international targets for tubercu-
losis (TB) control, but significant potential 
remains for detecting undiagnosed cases of 
the disease, a health official said.

Speaking at a ceremony marking National 
Tuberculosis Day, Qobad Moradi, head of the 
Ministry of Health’s Center for Communicable 
Disease Management, said the incidence of 
TB in Iran had declined in recent years, plac-
ing the country in a favorable position com-
pared with most countries in the region.

According to Moradi, the World Health Or-
ganization estimates that around 9,600 peo-
ple in Iran have TB, indicating that a portion 
of cases remain undetected and that further 
efforts are needed to identify more patients.

He identified close contacts of TB patients, 
organ transplant recipients, people taking 
immunosuppressive medications, homeless 
people, residents of camps and other congre-
gate settings, and marginalized populations 
as priority groups for screening.

Moradi also highlighted the need to im-

prove treatment outcomes. While the ex-
pected TB treatment success rate is around 
90 percent, Iran’s rate has remained at ap-
proximately 84 percent in recent years, un-
derscoring the need for greater attention to 
patient management.

In March 2025, Mahshid Nasehi, an official 
with the ministry of health has said that all 
diagnosis and medical services for the treat-
ment of tuberculosis are free of charge in the 
country.

About 15 million people in Iran have latent 
tuberculosis, that is, they have been living 
with this infection for years, but they are not 
sick and they do not transmit tuberculosis to 
others, IRNA quoted Nasehi as saying.

Global efforts to combat TB have saved an 
estimated 79 million lives since 2000. How-
ever, the drastic and abrupt cuts in global 
health funding happening now are threaten-
ing to reverse these gains. Rising drug resis-
tance especially across Europe and the on-
going conflicts across West Asia, Africa, and 
Eastern Europe, are further exacerbating the 
situation for the most vulnerable.

TEHRAN - The Rasul (pbuh) Medal recog-
nizes young scientists whose work demon-
strates social responsibility and makes a 
meaningful contribution to society and hu-
manity, with particular emphasis on the re-
al-world impact of their achievements.

The Rasul (pbuh) Medal is presented 
alongside the Mustafa (pbuh) Prize to sci-
entists under the age of 40 from the Islamic 
world. Established in 2012, the Mustafa Prize 
aims to honor prominent scientists and fos-
ter scientific cooperation and development 
worldwide, serving as a symbol of scientific 
excellence at the international level. 

“Following the close of the submission pe-
riod, university professors of medical scienc-
es evaluated the nominees through in-per-
son and online meetings,” said Gholamreza 
Hassanzadeh, the head of the Life and Medi-
cal Science and Technology judging commit-
tee of the Rasul(pbuh) Medal.

The evaluation process involved 16 initial 
screening sessions, narrowing the pool from 
65,000 nominees to 20,000. A final commit-
tee meeting was then held to conduct a com-
prehensive assessment, resulting in a short-
list of eight finalists, he added.

“All indicators were taken into account in 
evaluating the scientists against both qual-
itative and quantitative criteria,” Hassanza-
deh said.

Asked whether the selection criteria were 
based on a scientist’s overall achievements 
or on a specific achievement or research 
publication, he explained, “The winners of the 
Rasul Medal, unlike the Mustafa(pbuh) Prize, 
are not selected based on a single outstand-
ing achievement.

“These scientists are under 40 years old 
and have only recently begun their research 
careers. Our criterion was therefore more fo-
cused on the quality and significance of their 
achievements. For example, even if a paper 
they had published had not received many 
citations, it could still be considered a sig-
nificant achievement if it had helped solve a 

problem facing a society.”

Regarding the most important criteria for 
selecting the final list of laureates, he stated, 
“Various quantitative and qualitative indica-
tors, such as the H-index, were more relevant 
in the initial screening. In the later stages, we 
examined the original articles and the work 
that individuals had done, as well as patents.”

Hassanzadeh highlighted the importance 
of the tangible social impact of scientific 
achievements in selecting candidates for the 
Rasul Medal. “One of the essential character-
istics of universities is social accountability, 
and every scientist must be accountable to 
their society and humanity as a whole. There-
fore, we carefully considered criteria such as 
social accountability and individual impact. 
Every scientific work has inputs and out-
puts, but the most important question is how 
much impact it has on society and the extent 
to which it can help solve societal problems.”

He also discussed the total number of 
nominations received by the Rasul Medal 
secretariat. “Many eligible candidates were 
nominated, and the initial screening pro-
ceeded smoothly.”

He emphasized, “Our working group did 
not adopt an exclusively national perspec-
tive. We did not favour nominees from any 
particular country; rather, we sought to se-
lect anyone in the Islamic countries who was 
genuinely deserving.”
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Iran makes progress in tuberculosis control, 
but gaps in case detection remain

Rasul Medal recognizes scientists for both 
achievement and social impact
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Iraq seeks broader scientific ties with 
Iran via joint research, faculty exchanges

WHO extends designation of Pasteur Institute of Iran as 
collaborating center on Rabies



TEHRAN – A delegation from 
the Mehr Media Group held talks 
with the management of the Ar-
menpress news agency in Arme-
nia regarding the expansion of 
media cooperation and the de-
velopment of joint productions.

During the meeting with 
Armenpress Director Narine 
Nazaryan, Mohammad Mahdi 
Rahmati, CEO of the Mehr Media 
Group, emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening mutu-
al understanding between the 
people of Iran and Armenia and 
expanding media cooperation 
between the two countries, Mehr 
reported.

Pointing to the role of Arman-
press in providing an accurate 
image of Iran, Rahmati added: 
“On the other hand, it is also im-
portant for us to help Iranians 
gain a better understanding of 
Armenia.”

Noting that approximately 
200,000 Iranian tourists visited 
Armenia in 2025, he stated: “Ira-
nians are welcomed in this coun-
try, and the Mehr Media Group is 
prepared to introduce Armenia’s 
capacities and development 
paths to Iranian audiences.”

Rahmati also remarked on the 
necessity of taking new steps in 
the relationship between these 
two media entities, stating: 
“These collaborations can ex-
pand into areas such as cinema, 
the production of short films and 
documentaries, and the coverage 
of regional news, particularly de-
velopments in Iran and Armenia.”

For her part, Narine Nazaryan, 

emphasized the importance of 
the cooperation memorandum 
signed between the two organi-
zations in 2024, and described 
the agreement as a vital com-
mitment to bringing the two na-
tions’ societies closer.

She described the visit of the 
Mehr Media Group delegation 
as an opportunity to strengthen 
these ties, stating: “Interaction 
between the two media outlets 
should not be limited to the ex-
change of news and content; it 
must also include the exchange 

of expertise, mutual learning, 
and combating misinformation 
and media manipulation through 
the synergy of our capacities.”

Nazaryan also emphasized 
the need to explore closer coop-
eration in multi-media content 
production and leveraging digital 
developments.

In another part of the meet-
ing, the Director of Armanpress 
announced a photo exhibition 
by the news agency at the Saint 
Mary metro station in Tehran, 

which was met with readiness 
from the Mehr Media Group dele-
gation to provide media support 
for the event.

During the meeting, members 
of the Mehr Media Group delega-
tion toured various departments 
of Armanpress, and got ac-
quainted with the history of the 
building, content production fa-
cilities, interview studios, press 
briefing rooms, and portions of 
the agency’s archival imagery.

TEHRAN- Iranian short film “Gaza Girl,” 
written and directed by Hossein Babaeian, 
was screened at the 13th Hendaia Film Fes-
tival in France and is set to participate in the 
Authentic Global Films festival in the United 
States in November, continuing its interna-
tional festival run.

According to the film’s public relations of-
fice, the short is produced by Alireza Pisheh-
var. The Hendaia Film Festival was held from 
October 15 to 18 in Hendaye, southwestern 
France, while the US festival is scheduled for 
November 5 to 7 in Hollywood, California.

The Hendaia Film Festival focuses on short 
films and promotes cinema as a means of 
encouraging cultural dialogue and offering 
distinctive perspectives on contemporary 
issues. The American event, presented by 
Authentic Global Films, also emphasizes cul-
tural exchange through international cinema.

“Gaza Girl” has previously participated in 
Italy’s 15th Cinematography Terrace Festi-
val, Spain’s sixth FICIMAD Festival, Nigeria’s 
fourth Joint Film Festival and the 28th Inven-
ta Festival in Italy.

The film received an honorary diploma at 
FICIMAD, held on June 19. It was also selected 
among the four best films at the Joint Film 

Festival in Nigeria, according to its public re-
lations office.

With an anti-war perspective, “Gaza Girl” 
explores themes of compassion, humanity, 
sacrifice and selflessness. Set against the 
backdrop of a conflict that forces people into 
opposing sides, the film highlights the en-
during value of human life and the possibility 
of compassion even amid war.

The cast includes Alireza Pishehvar, Mehr-
sa Moqim and Raha Moqaddam.

Over the past two to three years, Gaza has 
increasingly become the subject of films and 
documentaries seeking to record the human 
cost of the war, the experiences of civilians, 
and the impact of the conflict on children and 
families. 

Filmmakers from Palestine and other 
countries have turned to cinema to docu-
ment the destruction, displacement and dai-
ly struggles of people living in the territory, 
while also highlighting stories of resilience, 
loss and survival. 

Through both documentary and fictional 
narratives, these works have sought to pre-
serve personal testimonies and bring the 
lives of Gaza’s people to international audi-
ences.

TEHRAN – The head of the Tehran Museum 
of Contemporary Art (TMoCA) has announced 
that it is now possible to view the museum’s 
collection online. 

As the museum approaches its 50th an-
niversary, the online display of its collection 
has begun to facilitate access for enthusiasts 
and increase transparency regarding the in-
stitution, Reza Dabirinajad noted.

According to Dabirinejad, one of the pri-
mary missions of museums is to make their 
collections and cultural/artistic heritage ac-
cessible to the public through various tools, 
allowing people to become acquainted with 
these works, IRNA reported.

“The collection of the Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art has always been of great 
interest to culture and art enthusiasts. The 
lack of a permanent exhibition of these works 
has sometimes led to questions and ambigu-
ities. Therefore, we have decided to gradually 
make the TMoCA collection available online 
for public viewing,” he added.

“In anticipation of the museum’s 50th anni-
versary, approximately one thousand pieces 
from the museum’s collection have been up-
loaded to the official website. In the coming 
weeks, the remaining works will be progres-
sively made available, and their information 
will be completed,” Dabirinejad underlined.

Emphasizing the importance of involving 
specialists and enthusiasts in refining the 
data, he remarked, “The online display of 
these works provides an opportunity to more 
accurately and comprehensively complete 
the information regarding the pieces through 
the participation of interested parties and 
experts.”

Furthermore, he announced plans for a 

permanent exhibition space, stating, “The 
museum aims to establish a permanent ex-
hibition section in the near future to provide 
continuous access to selected and significant 
works for both tourists and art lovers.”

Interested individuals can view the works 
and related information by visiting the of-
ficial Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art 
website at www.tmoca.com.

Established in 1977, the museum has more 
than 4,000 items that include 19th- and 
20th-century world-class Iranian, European, 
and American paintings, prints, drawings, 
and sculptures. Being the biggest collection 
of Western art in the Eastern world, it in-
cludes works from almost all artistic periods 
and movements.

The museum was designed by Iranian 
architect Kamran Diba, who employed ele-
ments from traditional Persian architecture. 
The building itself can be regarded as an ex-
ample of contemporary art, in the style of an 
underground Guggenheim Museum.

Most of the museum area is located under-
ground, with a circular walkway that spirals 
downwards, with galleries branching out-
wards. Western sculptures by artists such as 
Ernst, Giacometti, Magritte, and Moore can 
be found in the museum’s gardens.

TEHRAN- A specialist session examining 
the film music of British composer Sir Mal-
colm Arnold, known for his nine symphonies 
and Oscar-winning score for “The Bridge on 
the River Kwai,” will be held at Arasbaran Cul-
tural Center in Tehran on Thursday.

The 12th session in a series devoted to 
composers of the English school will feature 
Nasrollah Davoudi, a composer, translator 
and music critic, who will discuss Arnold’s 
distinctive musical language and analyze se-
lected examples of his film scores.

The session will include excerpts from Ar-
nold’s compositions, offering an opportuni-
ty to explore his approach to orchestration, 
melody and dramatic expression.

Born in Northampton on October 21, 1921, 
Arnold became one of the most prolific Brit-
ish composers of the 20th century, producing 
works across a wide range of genres, includ-
ing symphonies, concertos, chamber music, 
ballets, operas and film scores.

He studied trumpet and composition at 
the Royal College of Music in London and be-
gan his professional career as an orchestral 
musician. He joined the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra in 1941, later becoming its principal 
trumpet. In 1948, he left the orchestra to de-

vote himself to composition full-time.

Arnold’s output combined a strong melod-
ic sensibility with colorful orchestration and 
a musical language rooted in tonality while 
incorporating modern elements. His works 
for the concert hall include nine symphonies, 
more than 20 concertos and a number of 
concert overtures, among them “Beckus the 
Dandipratt” and “Tam O’Shanter.”

His stage works include ballets such as 

“Homage to the Queen” and “Rinaldo and 
Armida,” as well as the one-act opera “The 
Dancing Master.” His versatility also extend-
ed to music for brass and wind ensembles, 
chamber compositions and vocal works.

Arnold achieved international recognition 
through his extensive work for cinema. He 
composed more than 130 film scores, includ-
ing music for David Lean’s 1957 war drama 
“The Bridge on the River Kwai,” which earned 
him an Academy Award in 1958. Other nota-
ble film scores include “The Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness,” “Hobson’s Choice” and “Whistle 
Down the Wind.”

His film compositions helped establish his 
reputation beyond the concert hall, while his 
symphonies and stage works demonstrated 
a broader artistic range, encompassing both 
accessible melodies and more serious, emo-
tionally charged writing.

Arnold was knighted in 1993 for his ser-
vices to music. He died in Norwich on Sep-
tember 23, 2006, at the age of 84.

The free session will take place at Arasba-
ran Cultural Center, located on Jolfa Street, 
north of Seyyed Khandan Bridge, Shariati 
Street. 
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Failures are often the results of timidity and fears; 
disappointments are the results of bashfulness; hours of 
leisure pass away like summer-clouds, therefore, do not 

waste opportunity of doing good.

Imam Ali (AS)

Noon:11:49      Evening: 17:40    Dawn: 4:53 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:17  (tomorrow)Prayer Times
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 Armenpress Director Narine Nazaryan (L) and the CEO of the Mehr Media Group Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Mehr Media Group delegation visits Armenpress, 
discusses expanding media cooperation

“Gaza Girl” short film takes anti-war 
message to festivals in France, US

TMoCA website displays 1,000 artworks

Tehran session to explore British composer  
Malcolm Arnold’s musical legacy

Protests in Paris
Cartoonist: Fares Garabet from Germany
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