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Midterms reopen
debate over dominance
of wealth in US politics

By Ali Minabi

TEHRAN - Campaign spending during the
current U.S. midterm election cycle has be-
come the subject of intense political and me-
dia debate.

It has brought back into focus a funda-
mental dilemma facing the United States.
How can political equality among the public
be preserved when a small group of wealthy
individuals enjoys extraordinary financial
power to fund election campaigns and shape
public debate? » Page 5

Protestors loot shops in
Frankfurt

Protestors looted shops in central Frank-
furt late on Saturday as clashes erupted in
German cities over the cost of living.

Besides Frankfurt - Germany’s finan-
cial hub - there were incidents of violence
in Berlin, Cologne and Hamburg, with police
saying they used water cannons to disperse
protesters who were targeting emergency
workers with fireworks, stones and bottles,
BBC said on its website.

Thousands joined demonstrations earlier
in the day. They were organized by the cam-
paign group Gen Z regelt - meaning “Gen Z
takes charge” - to protest against under-
funding in schools, the high cost of living,
public spending cuts and military service.

The unrest in Germany follows similar
youth-led mass protests in France, where
more than 320,000 people also demonstrat-
ed on Saturday. » Page 5

Production leap in South
Azadegan achieved by
launching largest oil

processing center

TEHRAN- Completion of the South Azade-
gan processing facilities raised West Karun
capacity and transformed oil production.

According to a Mehr News Agency report-
er, the South Azadegan shared oil field, as
one of the country’s largest and most stra-
tegic hydrocarbon reserves, plays a vital and
irreplaceable role in energy sustainability,
strengthening national production, and in-
creasing foreign-currency revenues. This
huge oil field in the West Karun region, be-
cause of its hydrocarbon reservoirs shared
with the neighboring country, has always
been at the top priority of Iran’s oil industry
upstream and development projects.

Recent developments in the region show
that, despite all pressures, comprehensive
sanctions, and geopolitical complexities,
completion of the value chain from well to
processing facilities has opened » Page 4

Robert De Niro
challenges Trump’s
leadership, US foreign

policy

TEHRAN- A fresh exchange of insults be-
tween US President Donald Trump and Robert
De Niro has once again brought the long-run-
ning dispute between the Hollywood star and
the Republican president into the spotlight,
highlighting the actor’s outspoken criticism
of Trump’s leadership, US domestic policies
and military interventions abroad.

Speaking at a campaign rally in Daytona
Beach, Florida, on October 30, Trump de-
scribed De Niro as a “moron” and said the
actor had become “gross” in his eyes, re-
newing his attacks on one of Hollywood’s
most prominent critics of his adminis-
tration. He also said that although he had
once liked De Niro, he could no longer stand
watching him. » Page 8

Iran pursues expanded
deterrence strategy,
calls for new regional

security order

TEHRAN - Iran’s military and political
leadership has outlined a broader strategy
for confronting potential threats, combining
expanded military preparedness, a wider op-
erational theater, stronger deterrence capa-
bilities, and diplomatic efforts to establish a
regional security framework independent of
outside powers.

The strategy follows a series of directives
issued by Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei during
a meeting with senior Armed Forces com-
manders. The instructions emphasize intel-
ligent combat readiness, an immediate and
effective response to threats without geo-
graphical restrictions, stronger military in-
telligence and the development of indigenous
defense capabilities. » Page 2

Araghchi: Iran ready
for both defense and
diplomacy; choice
rests with US

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi has reaffirmed Iran’s readiness to pursue
diplomacy while maintaining full defensive
preparedness, saying the next step depends
on the United States and whether Washing-
ton chooses a rational diplomatic approach.

Speaking to ICANA, the Iranian Parlia-
ment’s news outlet, Araghchi discussed the
recent visit by an Iranian delegation to Qatar
and continued consultations with Qatari me-
diators. » Page3

Iran inflicted at least
$5 billion in damage on
US military bases: WSJ

Iranian missile and drone strikes have in-
flicted at least $5 billion in damage on US.
military bases across the Middle East, ac-
cording to a sweeping Wall Street Journal
investigation that offers the fullest public
picture yet of what the war on Iran has cost
American forces in the region.

The Journal’s analysis, drawing on satel-
lite imagery, Iranian military statements and
interviews with U.S. officials, identified 274
damaged structures at 24 installations with
an American military presence during the
war’s first six months.

The investigation found that Iran increas-
ingly targeted buildings where American
troops live and sleep, showing an improved
ability to sequence attacks and strike with
greater precision. » Page 5

Iran among 30

Shahshahani seizes
silver in 2026 Youth

Olympic Games

TEHRAN - Swimmer Parsa Shahshahani
claimed Iran’s first medal at the 2026 Youth
Olympic Games on Sunday.

He finished second in the Men’s
200-meter backstroke with a time of
2:02.74, behind New Zealand's Ariel
Muchirahondo, who won the title in 1:59.15.

Greece’s Nikolaos Papatheodorou took
third place and the bronze medal, clocking
2:03.23.

Iran has competed in the Games with 29
athletes in 14 spots in Dakar, Senegal from
Oct. 31to Nov. 13. This marks Iran’s fourth
appearance at the Youth Olympics, after
making its debut in 2010.

Futsal player Hadis Yarisararoudi
and table tennis player Benyamin Faraji
served as the flag bearers for the opening
ceremony.

countries with rare
blood preservation
technology

TEHRAN - Iran is among only 30 countries
worldwide with the technology to preserve
rare blood types for 10 to 30 years through
glycerol-based cryopreservation, and is the
only country in the region with this capability,
according to the head of the Iran Blood Trans-
fusion Organization (IBTO).

Rare blood types refer to blood groups that
have a very low prevalence in society and are
classified into three categories: rare, very
rare, and extremely rare. Arare blood type is
defined as one occurring in only 1 out of ev-
ery 1,000 or one million people, Ahmad Qar-
ah-Baghian, IBTO’s chief executive, told Mehr
News Agency.

Once a rare blood type is identified, the
IBTO collects required samples and freezes
them for long-term storage. According to
published scientific articles, rare blood type
storage spans from 10 to 30 years. Based on
some documentation, blood frozen for 20
years still remains usable. » Page 7




POLITICS ] 4

NOVEMBER 2, 2026

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

America is using negotiations to buy time

Strategic affairs analyst Saeed Leilaz exam-
ined the letter sent by J.D. Vance to Mohsen
Rezaei in an interview with the Etemad news-
paper. The timing of the letter is significant
because it comes amid heightened political
and economic uncertainty. Leilaz argues that
although the letter has been presented as an
attempt to revive negotiations, it is accompa-
nied by warnings and threats against Iranian
infrastructure. After failing to achieve certain
military objectives, Washington has shifted to-
ward a strategy designed to gain time, reduce
attention on Iran’s leverage in the Strait of
Hormuz, and prepare the ground for stronger
future pressure if necessary. Iran should re-
spond through a balanced strategy that com-
bines deterrence and diplomacy. He empha-
sizes the importance of maintaining military
readiness, strengthening economic resilience,
removing domestic obstacles to economic
growth, and supporting productive sectors of
the economy. Diplomatic channels should re-
main open, and negotiations should continue
in a careful and calculated manner.

Kayhan: Trump seeks to portray himself as
avictim

In an article, Kayhan argued that the conflict
involving Iran has generated significant diffi-
culties for both the United States and Europe.
Many observers view the consequences of
the confrontation as costly and destabilizing.
Political pressure has become particularly in-
tense for Trump. Developments linked to the
conflict, combined with domestic challenges
and election-related concerns, have forced
him to modify his public messaging. Where-
as he previously suggested that the conflict
would have only a limited impact on the United
States, he is now placing greater emphasis on
portraying America as a target rather than an
initiator. The newspaper also highlights ris-
ing energy concerns and continuing volatility
in global oil prices. According to its analysis,
expectations that economic conditions would
rapidly improve have not been fulfilled. As a
result, Trump is attempting to shift responsi-
bility for the crisis onto Iran while presenting
himself as responding to Iranian actions. This
change in rhetoric is a sign of political weak-
ness.

Iran: Diplomacy remains the best path for
crisis management

The Iran newspaper focused on Tehran’s
proposed seven-day initiative, which was re-
portedly delivered through intermediaries. The
analysis presents the proposal as a possible
framework for reducing tensions and creat-
ing conditions for renewed diplomacy. The
initiative is based on a series of reciprocal and
phased measures. It seeks to connect several
objectives, including ending hostilities, easing
restrictions, reopening the Strait of Hormuz,
and creating a pathway toward renewed nu-
clear negotiations. Supporters believe that
linking these elements together could estab-
lish clearer expectations for both sides and re-

duce uncertainty. The newspaper argues that
the proposal may help build trust by provid-
ing a structured roadmap rather than relying
on general political commitments. It further
suggests that the framework could serve as a
starting point for broader crisis management
and help prevent the continuation of a cycle
of escalation and retaliation. However, the pa-
per stresses that implementation depends on
political will and the readiness of all parties to
take corresponding steps. Without reciprocal
action, even a well-designed proposal is un-
likely to succeed.

Khorasan: Decoding Vance’s approach

Khorasan examined the possible objectives
behind Vance’s communication with Iran. Ac-
cording to the newspaper, American officials
are eager to secure a diplomatic achievement
before Nov. 3 midterm elections and view an
agreement with Tehran as politically valuable.
Washington reportedly wants nuclear issues to
be incorporated into any broader arrangement.
Tehran, however, is unwilling to accept such
conditions under the current circumstances.
Because the exact contents of the message re-
main unclear, Khorasan focuses on the broader
political implications. The newspaper iden-
tifies two possible tactics. The first involves
highlighting particular negotiating figures in
an attempt to exploit perceived domestic di-
visions within Iran. The second involves intro-
ducing new conditions that could replace or al-
ter previous understandings reached between
the parties. Despite these concerns, Khorasan
emphasizes that Iran remains willing to en-
gage in dialogue. Nevertheless, it argues that
successful negotiations require changes in
Washington’s approach and greater attention
to Iranian concerns and conditions.

Hamshahri: Response without geographi-
cal limitations

Hamshahri discussed a Saturday order
from the Leader of the Islamic Revolution to
the armed forces in the event of resumption
of war against Iran by pointing to the views
of regional affairs analyst Seyyed Morteza
Mousavi. According to Mousavi, the order em-
phasized preparedness, deterrence, and the
ability to respond rapidly to any future threat.
He identified three main themes: maintain-
ing full readiness, delivering immediate and
effective responses to threats, and ensuring
that Iran would determine the course and du-
ration of any future confrontation if attacked.
Mousavi argued that recent conflicts demon-
strated the importance of deterrence and mil-
itary readiness in shaping regional security
calculations. He also stated that any country
allowing its territory or facilities to be used in
attacks against Iran could face consequences
in the event of future hostilities. In his inter-
pretation, the order was intended to signal de-
termination that responses to future threats
would not necessarily be confined to a specific
geographical area.

Iranian MP calls for swift prosecution of those
involved in Leader’s assassination

TEHRAN - Mohammad Seraj, a member of
Iran’s Parliament representing Tehran, has
called on the head of the Judiciary to priori-
tize the prosecution of those responsible for
the assassination of the martyred Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, urging that proceed-
ings be initiated as swiftly as possible.

Speaking during a Sunday session of Par-
liament, Seraj said the Iranian people had
thwarted ‘adversaries’ plots’ through their
nationwide presence in the streets, demon-
strating their resolve and commitment to
the Islamic Republic.

The lawmaker said the United States-led
global system of domination had targeted
Iranian religious, scientific, military and ad-
ministrative figures, as well as prominent
national figures, in terrorist operations over
the past five decades, following the victory
of the Islamic Revolution.

He described the assassination of the
Leader as the most prominent of these
crimes, adding that the Iranian nation is
seeking justice for his martyrdom.

The lawmaker cautioned political officials
against sacrificing the country’s vital inter-
ests under the pretext of diplomatic con-
siderations, saying that retribution was a
divine injunction that must not be set aside.

Addressing the head of the Judiciary, Seraj
called for the swift consideration of indict-
ments against those who planned and di-
rectly carried out the assassination.

He also addressed the US president and
the Israeli prime minister, warning that they
would continue to be pursued until retribu-
tive justice was carried out and would not be
allowed to rest easy.

Iran pursues expanded deterrence strategy,

calls forne

From page1» Senior Iranian of-
ficials have subsequently elab-
orated on different dimensions
of the strategy, addressing mil-
itary preparedness, the future
of Iran’s nuclear doctrine, the
Strait of Hormuz, regional secu-
rity cooperation and the inter-
national economic consequenc-
es of the conflict.

Expanded operational the-
ater and new military targets

Brigadier General Hossein
Mohebbi, spokesperson for
Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC), announced that
identifying new targets and
planning operations across ad-
ditional geographical areas had
been placed on the Corps’ agen-
da.

Speaking in Kerman, Mohebbi
said the process of identifying
new targets and preparing op-
erational plans for a broader
geographical theater had begun
two days earlier.

He described the Leader’s lat-
est directives as opening a new
chapter in the confrontation,
adding that Iran’s Armed Forc-
es were now better prepared to
deliver an effective response to
potential threats.

Mohebbi said the removal of
geographical restrictions would
provide Iran with a wider oper-
ational field to confront hostile
actions and establish compre-
hensive deterrence.

He also recalled that the late
Leader had previously empha-
sized the regionalization of any
war against Iran, adding that
the latest instructions had fur-
ther expanded the geographical
scope of the country’s defensive
planning.

The IRGC spokesperson said
the ultimate objective was to
establish maximum deterrence,
making any attempt to threat-
en lIran’s territorial integrity,
national security, and interests
prohibitively costly.

Armed forces enhancing
readiness to counter complex
threats

The Iranian Armed Forc-
es are further strengthening
their expertise and operational
readiness to confront complex
threats and hybrid warfare, the
commander of the Iranian Navy
has said.

Rear Admiral Shahram Irani
made the remarks during a ses-
sion of the War Studies course
at Shahid Sattari University, ac-
cording to Mehr News Agency.

He highlighted the 86th Na-
val Flotilla’s round-the-world
voyage, describing it as the
outcome of months of planning
and specialized efforts by Navy
personnel. Despite challenging
oceanic conditions, he said, the
mission was successfully com-
pleted, securing Iran’s place in
the history of the country’s mar-
itime navigation.

Irani also praised the capabil-
ities and commitment of Navy
personnel, saying the flotilla’s
visits to ports in various coun-
tries provided an opportunity to
showcase Iran’s Islamic and na-
tional identity.

He added that the crew’s
professional conduct and ad-
herence to religious and ethical
values had demonstrated an
aspect of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s capabilities and standing.

Emphasizing the importance
of self-confidence, faith and
hope in confronting threats, the
naval commander said determi-
nation and perseverance, along-
side faith and hope, were essen-
tial factors for success.

He stressed that the Armed
Forces were drawing on these
qualities to further enhance
their knowledge and prepared-
ness to deal with increasing-
ly complex threats and hybrid
warfare.

Five strategic sethacks for
the United States

In assessing the consequenc-
es of the conflict, Mohebbi out-
lined five areas in which the
United States had suffered stra-
tegic setbacks.

The first, he argued, con-
cerned about Washington’s
failure to achieve its initial po-
litical and territorial objectives.
According to the IRGC spokes-
person, the United States had
initially sought to change Iran’s
political system and frag-
ment the country. After failing
to achieve these objectives, it
gradually shifted to demands
involving Iran’s missile capabili-
ties, nuclear activities, enriched
uranium, and control over stra-
tegic assets, including oil wells
and islands.

Mohebbi  maintained that
none of these objectives had
been achieved, arguing that
the failure to accomplish the
original goals had compelled
Washington to reconsider its
approach and seek negotiations
and mediation.

The second setbhack concerned
the credibility of the US security
strategy in West Asia. He said
Washington had justified its ex-
tensive military presence in the
region by promising to protect
energy supplies and freedom of
navigation through major inter-
national waterways.

However, despite possess-
ing what Mohebbi described as
the world’s largest navy, seven
fleets, 12 aircraft carriers and
a regional Fifth Fleet presence,
the United States had been un-
able to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz during the conflict.

He argued that this had raised
fundamental questions about
Washington’s ability to guaran-
tee maritime security and pro-
tect international energy flows.

The third setback concerned
US intelligence capabilities. Mo-
hebbi said the identification and
targeting of American intelli-
gence facilities had challenged
the perception that US intelli-
gence infrastructure and meth-
ods were beyond detection.

The fourth involved the per-
ceived superiority of American
military technology. He cited
Iran’s ability to counter ad-
vanced US military systems, in-
cluding the F-35 fighter aircraft,
Patriot missile systems, and
other equipment operating in
the air, underwater, and on land.

The fifth setback, he said, in-
volved the economic costs of the
conflict and the weakening of
American global influence. Mo-
hebbi argued that Washington,
which had traditionally sought
to transfer the financial burden
of military campaigns to other
countries, had itself sustained
significant economic damage.

He also described the conflict
as a challenge to the perception
of US military invincibility and
its ability to protect its allies.

Armed forces prepare for
immediate and unrestricted re-
sponses

The military dimension of the
new strategy was further em-
phasized by Major General Ali
Abdollahi, chief of staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces.

w regional securit

In a message published on his
X account, Abdollahi said the
Armed Forces were employing
their full intelligence capabil-
ities to monitor enemy move-
ments and preparations while
continuously updating their tar-
get database.

He stressed that Iran would
not necessarily wait for an ad-
versary to launch an attack be-
fore determining the timing and
manner of its response.

“Our response will be imme-
diate, impactful, and without
geographical restrictions,” he
warned.

In a separate message ad-
dressed to the Iranian nation,
Abdollahi praised the Leader’s
directives, describing them as a
guiding framework for military
commanders and all members
of the Armed Forces.

He pledged that the military
would stand firm against any
aggression, regardless of its
scale or nature, and defend the
country and its people.

Abdollahi also said the Armed
Forces were developing a new
database of enemy targets and
assets across a wider geograph-
ical area, adding that Iran would
confront its adversaries with
new operational capabilities.

Meanwhile, Defense Minister
Mehrdad Akhlagi pledged the
Defense Ministry’s full support
for implementing the Leader’s
instructions.

He said the ministry would
mobilize its organizational, in-
dustrial, scientific, and techno-
logical capacities to translate
the directives into practical de-
fense achievements, with par-
ticular emphasis on strengthen-
ing indigenous capabilities and
meeting the requirements of the
Armed Forces.

Nuclear doctrine remains un-
changed amid growing debate

Iran’s nuclear policy was an-
other major issue addressed
by Mohsen Rezaei, secretary of
the Supreme National Security
Council.

Rezaei said no official deci-
sion had been taken to change
the country’s nuclear doctrine,
stating that the issue could be
discussed if military hostilities
resumed.

Rezaei pointed out that Iran
had accepted inspections by
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and maintained
surveillance cameras at its nu-
clear facilities, with monitoring
information transmitted to the
agency.

He said the Iranian public was
questioning why the country
should continue with the same
arrangements when its nuclear
facilities had come under attack
despite the existing inspection
and monitoring framework.

The SNSCsecretaryadded that
some members of Parliament
had apparently begun prelimi-
nary steps concerning the issue,
but emphasized that no formal
government or state-level deci-
sion had been adopted.

Rezaei also criticized IAEA
Director General Rafael Gros-
si, arguing that problems sur-
rounding Iran’s nuclear file had
emerged during his tenure.

On the diplomatic front, he

y order

said Tehran was awaiting the
latest response from Washing-
ton in the ongoing indirect ex-
changes. He added that he had
read a letter from US Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance but had not yet
sentareply.

Describing the change in the
American side’s tone as a pos-
itive indication, Rezaei said it
reflected Iran’s strengthened
position.

He reiterated that diplomacy
remained an option, provided
that the seven conditions pre-
viously announced by Iran were
fulfilled. However, he warned
that any renewed hostile action
would be met with devastating
strikes using new weapons.

Four-country consultations
seek regional security without
outside interference

Alongside its military prepa-
rations, Tehran has emphasized
the importance of developing
a regional security framework
based on cooperation among
West Asian countries.

Rezaei discussed the out-
come of the four-country con-
sultations in Tehran involving
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and
Tirkiye, saying the participants
had reached a constructive un-
derstanding of several shared
regional priorities.

He said the discussions ad-
dressed the future security ar-
chitecture of the region, the sit-
uation in Yemen, the proposed
Mecca agreement and the need
to defend Muslim populations
against Israeli aggression.

The withdrawal of Israeli
forces from southern Lebanon
and southern Syria, as well as
developments in Gaza and the
occupied West Bank, were also
among the subjects discussed.

Rezaei argued that develop-
ments over the past one or two
years had demonstrated that no
sustainable regional security ar-
rangement could be established
without taking Iran’s position
and interests into account.

He said the resistance demon-
strated by the Iranian nation had
encouraged regional countries
to reconsider their security pol-
icies and explore arrangements
based on cooperation among
countries of the region.

According to the SNSC secre-
tary, the emerging framework
should enable regional states to
take responsibility for their own
security without interference
from powers outside the region.

He added that some regional
officials who had visited Teh-
ran to discuss future security
arrangements had themselves
requested meetings with Irani-
an officials.

Rezaei maintained that Iran’s
ability to withstand the military
power of the United States and
Israel demonstrated the po-
tential of cooperation among
regional countries to establish
lasting security.

He stressed that Iran should
have an effective role in any fu-
ture regional security arrange-
ment, arguing that sustainable
stability could not be achieved
without its participation.

Strait of Hormuz and national
interests remain non-negotia-
ble

The strategic importance of
the Strait of Hormuz also fea-
tured prominently in Rezaei’s
remarks.

He said reopening the water-
way was conditional on the full
implementation of Iran’s re-
quirements and that no change
in its status would take place
until those conditions were ful-
filled.

The SNSC secretary stressed
that Iran would not retreat from
its rights and national interests
during negotiations.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



Good Nuclear, Bad Nuclear

Europe’s vuclear hypocrisy: why is Iran expected to remain defenceless?

By Ehsan Etesam

TEHRAN- After decades of lec-
turing Iran over its nuclear pro-
gramme, European powers are
embracing nuclear deterrence,
participating in simulated nucle-
ar warfare and even contemplat-
ing the development of their own
atomic weapons. The question is
no longer simply whether Iran’s
nuclear programme is peaceful,
but why the rules of internation-
al security appear to apply dif-
ferently to Tehran and European
capitals.

For decades, European gov-
ernments have positioned them-
selves as guardians of nuclear
non-proliferation,  repeatedly
questioning Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions, imposing political and eco-
nomic pressure, and demanding
restrictions on its nuclear pro-
gramme. Yet, as Europe increas-
ingly prepares for a potential
nuclear confrontation and con-
siders expanding its own nuclear
capabilities, an uncomfortable
question emerges: by what log-
ic can European countries claim
the right to pursue nuclear de-
terrence while denying Iran the
right to determine the means of
safeguarding its own security?

A recent report by “German
Foreign Policy”, published on
October 15 under the headline
“Europe, a nuclear-armed conti-
nent”, offers a revealing account
of this apparent contradiction. It
describes an accelerating trend
towards the militarisation of
Europe’s security architecture,
including participation in nu-
clear warfare exercises, discus-
sions about deploying additional
American nuclear weapons on
European soil, and renewed calls
for Germany and other European
countries to consider developing
their own nuclear weapons.

The developments expose not
only Europe’s changing security
priorities but also the profound
double standards underpinning
its longstanding approach to
Iran’s nuclear programme.

The hypocrisy of Europe’s nu-
clear double standards

For years, European govern-
ments have been at the forefront
of international efforts to restrict
Iran’s nuclear programme, fre-
quently invoking concerns that
Tehran might eventually seek to
develop nuclear weapons. These
accusations have provided po-
litical justification for sanctions,
diplomatic pressure and repeat-
ed attempts to impose additional
restrictions on Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities.

Yet the same European capi-
tals are now moving in a remark-
ably different direction when it
comes to their own nuclear am-
bitions.

According to German Foreign
Policy, Germany is participat-
ing in NATO’s annual Steadfast
Noon nuclear warfare exercise,
alongside 16 other NATO mem-
bers. The exercise involves op-
erational preparations for the
simulated deployment of nuclear
bombs. The Bundeswehr is also
participating for the first time in
France’s nuclear exercise, Opera-
tion Poker.

Meanwhile, Finland has moved
to remove its longstanding legal
prohibition on hosting or trans-
porting nuclear weapons, while
Lithuania is pursuing a similar
constitutional change. Discus-
sions about potentially station-
ing American nuclear weapons
in Poland have also gained mo-
mentum.

Perhaps even more significant
is the growing debate over an
independent European nucle-
ar weapons capability. German
foreign policy circles have begun
openly discussing the possibility
of a German or jointly developed
European nuclear arsenal, po-
tentially involving Scandinavian

and Baltic countries.

The contrast is striking. When
Iran develops its nuclear tech-
nology under international safe-
guards, European governments
portray it as a potential threat
to international security. When
European countries expand their
nuclear military cooperation and
contemplate acquiring addition-
al nuclear capabilities, the same
developments are presented as
legitimate responses to security
concerns.

If nuclear capabilities are in-
herently destabilising when
pursued by Iran, why do they
suddenly become instruments of
stability when pursued by Euro-
pean countries?

Security for Europe, insecuri-
ty for Iran?

The underlying contradiction
goes beyond nuclear policy. It re-
flects a broader European under-
standing of international securi-
ty in which some countries are
considered entitled to strength-
en their deterrence capabilities,
while others are expected to ac-
cept limitations on their security
choices.

French President Emmanuel
Macron’s declaration in March
that Europe was entering a new
“age of nuclear weapons” is par-
ticularly revealing. His proposed
advanced deterrence concept
involves the possible tempo-
rary deployment of French nu-
clear-capable Rafale aircraft at
bases in other European coun-
tries. The objective, according to
the report, is to create uncer-
tainty for potential adversaries
and complicate their military cal-
culations.

In other words, Europe in-
creasingly views nuclear deter-
rence as an essential component
of its security.

Germany, meanwhile, is ques-
tioning whether dependence
on American nuclear protection
is sufficient. Political scientist
Joachim Krause, a former head
of the Institute for Security Pol-
icy at Kiel University, has argued
that Germany should consid-
er its own or European nuclear
weapons. He has even suggested
that possessing an atomic bomb
would provide Germany with an
additional element of security.

This raises a fundamental
question: if nuclear deterrence
is considered necessary for Ger-
many’s protection, why should
Iran be expected to surrender ev-
ery option that could contribute
to its national security?

Iran operates in a consider-
ably more volatile security en-
vironment than most European
countries. It faces decades of
American sanctions, persistent
military threats, repeated acts
of sabotage, assassinations of
its officials and scientists, and
direct military attacks involving

the United States and Israel. Its
geographical neighbourhood is
also characterised by extensive
foreign military deployments and
the presence of nuclear-armed
states.

These are not abstract secu-
rity concerns. They are part of
Iran’s recent experience.

European governments can-
not reasonably expect Tehran to
disregard these realities while
simultaneously embracing the
argument that their own dete-
riorating security environment
justifies greater reliance on nu-
clear weapons.

Security cannot be treated as
an exclusive privilege reserved
for powerful countries. Nor can
the principle of deterrence be
considered legitimate for one
group of nations and inherently
unacceptable for another.

Why is Iran expected to ac-
cept a different set of rules?

Perhaps the most important
question raised by Europe’s nu-
clear shift concerns the future of
the international non-prolifera-
tion regime itself.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) establishes obliga-
tions concerning the prevention
of nuclear weapons prolifera-
tion, the peaceful use of nuclear
energy and progress towards
nuclear disarmament. Iran, as a
non-nuclear-weapon state par-
ty to the treaty, has consistently
maintained that its nuclear pro-
gramme is intended for peaceful
purposes and that it is entitled
to develop nuclear technology
under the treaty’s provisions.

The European powers, mean-
while, have increasingly em-
braced nuclear deterrence as
an indispensable instrument of
their own security. France and
the United Kingdom already
possess nuclear arsenals, while
several other European NATO
members participate in nucle-
ar-sharing arrangements involv-
ing American weapons.

The problem is not simply
that Europe possesses nuclear
weapons or participates in de-
terrence arrangements. It is that
European governments continue
to approach the nuclear ques-
tion through a framework that
appears to grant themselves
considerable strategic flexibility
while demanding increasingly
restrictive commitments from
Iran.

The disparity becomes even
more difficult to justify when
the respective security environ-
ments are considered.

Iran faces threats from coun-
tries that possess overwhelming
conventional military capabilities
and, in the case of Israeli regime,
an undeclared nuclear arsenal. It
has also experienced direct mili-
tary aggression from the United
States and Israel. Meanwhile,

European countries are increas-
ingly citing the possibility of a
confrontation with Russia as jus-
tification for strengthening their
nuclear deterrence.

If the prospect of a potential
conflict is sufficient to justify
expanding Europe’s nuclear ca-
pabilities, how can Iran’s much
more immediate and tangible
security concerns be dismissed?

And if nuclear weapons are
being presented as the ultimate
guarantee of sovereignty and
national survival, what alterna-
tive security guarantees are ac-
tually being offered to countries
such as Iran?

A dangerous lesson for the
international order

Europe’s evolving nuclear pos-
ture sends a deeply troubling
message to the rest of the world:
international rules and non-pro-
liferation commitments can be
interpreted flexibly when the
security interests of powerful
countries are at stake.

This approach risks undermin-
ing the very international frame-
work that European govern-
ments have repeatedly invoked
in their dealings with Iran. It also
raises serious questions about
the credibility of European diplo-
macy and its ability to act as an
impartial participant in negotia-
tions over nuclear issues.

Ultimately, the issue is not
whether Iran should acquire
nuclear weapons. The right to
peaceful nuclear technology, the
question of nuclear weapons ac-
quisition, and the broader right
of every nation to defend its sov-
ereignty are separate matters
that should not be deliberately
conflated.

The real question is why Eu-
rope believes it can determine
the security requirements of
other nations while reserving
for itself the freedom to pursue
whatever military capabilities it
considers necessary.

If nuclear deterrence is a le-
gitimate response to insecuri-
ty, then European governments
must explain why Iran’s security
concerns deserve less consider-
ation than their own. If nuclear
militarisation is dangerous and
destabilising, they must apply
that principle consistently, rath-
er than using it selectively as
a political instrument against
countries they regard as adver-
saries.

Europe cannot spend decades
demanding that Iran demon-
strate restraint while simulta-
neously preparing for a nuclear
confrontation of its own.

The world cannot be expected
to accept a system in which the
powerful are entitled to pursue
nuclear deterrence, while the
less powerful are told that their
security must depend on the
goodwill of those same powers.
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Araghchi: Iran ready for both defense
and diplomacy; choice rests with US

From Page 1 » He said the delegation, led
by a deputy foreign minister, travelled to
Doha to continue discussions with Qatari
mediators, who had also visited Tehran in re-
cent weeks.

Araghchi stressed that the visit was not
intended to involve direct negotiations with
the United States, adding that consultations
with the mediators on a two-day proposal
were still underway.

According to the Tehran Times, consulta-
tions with Qatari mediators were continu-
ing over a proposal to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz within two days, provided that the
United States met Iran’s conditions. Under
the proposal, the US would take the required
steps on the first day, while the waterway
would reopen on the second day, allowing
maritime traffic to return to its previous
state.

“Discussions on the two-day proposal are
continuing, and the process is moving for-
ward, but we have not yet reached a defini-
tive outcome,” he said, noting that progress
depended on the answers the other side pro-

vided to Iran’s questions.

The foreign minister said Tehran was mak-
ing every effort to advance the diplomatic
process and expressed hope that Washing-
ton would also demonstrate the necessary
rationality to prioritize diplomacy over other
options.

Turning to Iran’s defense preparedness,
Araghchi referred to directives issued by the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
to senior military commanders, saying they
clearly demonstrated the Islamic Republic’s
resolve.

He added that Iran’s Armed Forces had
been assigned a clear mission and had be-
come stronger than before by drawing on the
experience gained in the two previous wars.

Araghchi reiterated that Iran remained
prepared for both defense and diplomacy,
emphasizing that the course of future devel-
opments would depend on the decisions and
judgment of the United States.

“Whether the Americans choose diplomacy
or another path depends on their own ratio-
nality,” he said.

Iran designates MI6, Royal Navy and RAF
under reciprocal measures against UK

TEHRAN — Iran has announced reciprocal
measures against the United Kingdom, des-
ignating its foreign intelligence service, MI6,
as a hostile group and its Royal Navy and
Royal Air Force as terrorist organizations, in
response to ‘Britain’s unlawful and hostile ac-
tions against the Islamic Republic.

In a statement issued on Sunday, November
1, Iran’s Foreign Ministry condemned the Brit-
ish government’s anti-Iranian policies, say-
ing they violated the principles of the United
Nations Charter and international law, par-
ticularly respect for national sovereignty and
the prohibition of unlawful measures against
other countries.

The ministry said the measures were in-
tended to safeguard Iran’s national security
and interests and reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s determination to take all necessary
steps to protect the country.

According to the statement, the decision
was adopted in response to British actions
over the past year, including the country’s in-
volvement in the US-Israeli war of aggression
against Iran through the provision of military
bases, facilities and logistical support.

The ministry also cited Britain’s decision on
July 13, 2026, to bring Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps (IRGC) under the State Threats
Act 2026 as part of the grounds for the recip-
rocal measures.

The Foreign Ministry said the measures
were based on a resolution adopted by Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council and took
effect upon publication of the statement on
November 1.

Under the decision, Britain’s Secret Intelli-

gence Service, commonly known as MI6, has
been designated a hostile group pursuant to

Note 2 of Article 1 of Iran’s law on intensify-
ing penalties for espionage and cooperation
with the Zionist regime and hostile countries
against national security and interests.

The Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, mean-
while, have been placed under Iran’s law on re-
ciprocal action against the United States’ des-
ignation of the IRGC as a terrorist organization
and will accordingly be recognized as terrorist
organizations.

The ministry emphasized that the measures
were adopted in accordance with internation-
al law and the principle of reciprocity, holding
the British government responsible for any
consequences arising from its actions.

The decision comes amid heightened ten-
sions between Tehran and London over Brit-
ain’s role in the US-Israeli military aggression
against Iran and its subsequent measures
against the IRGC.

Iran has consistently maintained that the
provision of military facilities and logistical
support for attacks against its territory con-
stitutes a violation of its sovereignty and in-
ternational law. Tehran has also condemned
the designation of the IRGC by Western gov-
ernments as an interference in its internal
affairs and a hostile act against the country’s
national security.

By extending reciprocal measures to British
intelligence and military institutions, Iran has
signaled that it will respond to actions it con-
siders hostile through its own legal and secu-
rity framework.

The Foreign Ministry’s statement conclud-
ed by reiterating that the British government
would bear responsibility for the consequenc-
es of its policies and actions against Iran.

Leader marks anniversary of Operation
Zulfagari, hails Iranian people’s role in

Abadan victory

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei
has highlighted the Iranian people’s vigilance,
faith and sacrifices as key factors in the
country’s victory during the Sacred Defense,
commemorating the anniversary of Opera-
tion Zulfagari, which led to the expulsion of
Iragi Ba'athist forces from Abadan Island in
1980.

In a message released on Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, the Leader described the operation as
a popular uprising against the invading forc-
es and Iran’s first victory in the eight-year
Sacred Defense.

He said the operation, carried out on No-
vember 1, 1980, just 40 days after the out-
break of the Iragi-imposed war, demonstrat-
ed the decisive role of popular participation,
self-sacrifice and cooperation between local
forces and the Army and the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps (IRGC).

The Leader noted that Operation Zulfaga-
ri, despite its historical significance, had re-
ceived relatively little attention, adding that
it offered valuable lessons in confronting ag-
gression and defending the country.

Referring to the circumstances surround-
ing the Iragi invasion, Ayatollah Khamenei
said the Ba’athist regime had sought to un-
dermine the longstanding bonds between the
Iranian and Iraqi peoples through baseless
claims and divisive slogans. He emphasized
that the two nations shared deep religious
and cultural ties, including their devotion to
the Household of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon them).

The Leader said the enemy'’s tactics of ag-
gression, occupation and siege were coun-
tered through public vigilance, the dedication
of self-sacrificing forces and the courage of
[ranian fighters.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Supplying, distributing goods not disrupted
even for a single day: TCCIMA head

TEHRAN- The head of the Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agri-
culture (TCCIMA) said: “As confirmed by the
President, the private sector provided the
greatest assistance to the government and
did not allow the process of supplying and
distributing goods to be disrupted even for a
single day.”

According to the Mehr News Agency, Mah-
moud Najafi Arab said, referring to the dif-
ficult conditions for economic enterprises:
“During the two recent wars, large, small, and
medium industries suffered considerable
damages, and even some factories located
in industrial estates were directly targeted
and destroyed; damages that cannot easily
be compensated.”

He added: “Wartime conditions have made
enterprises’ access to export and import
markets difficult, and securing working capi-
tal has also faced serious limitations. In such
an atmosphere, attracting foreign invest-
ment seems more out of reach than ever. On
the other hand, domestic business problems
have intensified, and rising inflation has in-
creased the cost of maintaining warehouse
inventories.”

Need to turn private sector’s problems
into a public demand

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, emphasizing the role of the media
in reflecting the country’s economic issues,
said: “The media must reflect enterprises’
problems accurately and expertly so that
the ground is prepared for assessing and re-
solving them. The private sector cannot pass
through the current conditions alone and
without the accompaniment of the govern-
ment and the people.”

Najafi Arab, referring to the performance
of economic actors during the recent wars,
stated: “As confirmed by the President, the
private sector provided the greatest assis-
tance to the government and did not allow
the process of supplying and distributing
goods to be disrupted even for a single day.
Economic actors stood alongside the country
with empathy and sacrifice, but despite these
actions, in some cases an incorrect image of
them is still presented in society.”

He continued: “The view that economic ac-
tors are leech-like people or merely pursue
their own personal interests is rooted in past
intellectual currents. The media can play an
effective role in correcting this attitude by
introducing the lives and performance of
entrepreneurs and fairly reflecting their ef-
forts”

Najafi Arab added: “Restoring the position
of the private sector in Iran’s economy re-
quires more support and follow-up. Experi-
ence has shown that as long as an issue does
not become a public demand, one cannot
expect serious reforms. The media must el-
evate the problems of economic enterprises
beyond the level of scattered complaints and
turn them into a public demand for policy re-
form”

Introducing entrepreneurs and continu-
ous demanding of accountability from offi-
cials

Referring to the role of the media in pro-
moting a culture of production and entre-
preneurship, he said: “The media can, by re-
vising the way they narrate economic issues,
provide the ground for strengthening the
culture of production and entrepreneurship.
Introducing industrial innovations, knowl-
edge-based companies, export-oriented
enterprises, and successful experiences of
large and medium businesses shows society
that creating economic value is a complex
and time-consuming process and that the
formation of an industry is the result of the
efforts of several generations.”

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce emphasized: “The media’s responsibil-
ity should not be limited merely to publish-
ing news about economic problems; rather,
continuous follow-up of demands and eval-
uation of officials’ performance must also be
placed on the agenda. It must be determined
to what extent the promises made have been
implemented and whether the announced
reforms have been able to improve the busi-
ness environment or not.”

Najafi Arab added: “Publishing periodic re-
ports on the state of economic problems, the
progress of reforms, and the remaining ob-
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mere transmission of news and turn them
into one of the effective tools for account-
ability and policy reform.”

Referring to the media’s problems during
the war period, he said: “The media also faced
serious damages during this period. Rising
costs and declining audiences following in-
ternet restrictions put pressure on the media
economy and in some cases led to layoffs”

Najafi Arab continued: “In such conditions,
economic enterprises must help support
the media using various methods and play a
role in maintaining their economic sustain-
ability. The media are not merely observers
of economic developments; rather, they can
be effective actors in shaping a competitive,
transparent, and productive economy.”

He also emphasized the necessity of en-
hancing the specialized knowledge and
expert capacity of media actors and said:
“The country’s media must strengthen their
expert capacity and move at the level of in-
ternational media. On this path, the private
sector and the Tehran Chamber of Commerce
are ready to cooperate with media profes-
sionals.”

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, continuing to criticize the govern-
ment’s interventions in economic activities,
said: “One of the problems we have faced is
the interference of executive bodies in the
economy; an approach that continues. A
command economy and command pricing
have seriously harmed the industry, services,
and other business sectors.”

Emphasizing the necessity for the media
to address this issue more seriously, he said:
“| ask the media to seriously examine and
reflect the effects of government interven-
tions in the economy and the consequences
of command policies. It is also necessary to
pay attention to the efforts of media outlets
active in this field so that the country’s gov-
ernance system understands the necessity
of changing restrictive approaches in the
economy.”

Najafi Arab, referring to the Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce’s plans to encourage media
active in this area, added: “We will try to com-
mend media outlets that perform effectively
in explaining the destructive effects of gov-
ernment interventions in the economy and
command pricing and to consider an appro-
priate award for them.”

He also, referring to the increase in eco-
nomic regulations and circulars in the coun-
try’s difficult conditions, said: “During re-
views conducted in Shahrivar (September),
we encountered significant and at the same
time worrying statistics regarding the num-
ber of circulars and regulations issued by ex-
ecutive bodies.”

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce continued: “The noteworthy point is
that the more difficult the country’s condi-
tions become, the more the volume of cir-
culars and the extent of executive bodies’
interventions in the economy increase. In
Shahrivar alone, various executive bodies
issued a considerable number of circulars in
various economic areas.”

Najafi Arab emphasized in conclusion: “The
media must seriously pursue the issue of
the command economy, command pricing,
and the consequences of executive bodies’
interventions in the activities of economic
enterprises; because the continuation of this
approach in recent years has caused consid-
erable damage to the country’s economy.”

Production leap in South Azadegan achieved

by launching largest oil processing center
F

From Page 1 » a new horizon
for a leap in the country’s crude
oil production. In this framework,
full operation of the Central
Crude Oil Processing (CTEP) fa-
cility at South Azadegan is con-
sidered a major milestone in cre-
ating sustainable infrastructure
for maximum exploitation of the
production potential of this stra-
tegic field and has brought the
oil industry’s roadmap into an
accelerated development phase.

During implementation of the
first-phase development plans
for the South Azadegan oil field,
heavy executive and engineer-
ing steps were taken so that the
recovery factor of this shared
field would increase noticeably.
During this foundational phase,
drilling, completion, and com-
missioning operations for 203
oil wells were successfully com-
pleted, and the field’s production
structure was fundamentally
organized. The output of these
extensive measures has been
tangible and accelerated growth
in daily production figures; South
Azadegan oil production rose
from about 130,000 barrels per
day at the beginning of the 14th
government’s work to more than
183,000 barrels per day. Also, at
the time the project was handed
over to the new contractor, total
oil production from the North
and South Azadegan fields to-
gether reached 237,000 barrels
per day. This change of course
and upward production trend
proves the strategic importance
of stabilizing engineering mech-
anisms and maximum extraction
from shared reservoirs in West
Karun.

Full launch of CTEP; Iran’s
largest oil processing center

Full operation of the Central
Crude Oil Processing (CTEP) fa-
cilities of the South Azadegan
project, with four oil processing
trains, has made this industrial
complex, with a final capacity of
320,000 barrels per day, known
as the largest and most com-
plete crude oil processing cen-
ter in the entire country. Before
completion of the initial trains,
trains C and D of the project,
which entered the operational
cycle in Dey last year by order of
the President, played an import-
ant role in the initial increase in
production; the third train was
launched on 29 Esfand 1403 and
reached stable production on 24
Ordibehesht 1404, and the fourth
train was launched on 30 Azar

1404 and entered stable produc-
tion on 4 Dey. In the next step,
completion of the first and sec-
ond trains (A and B) was pursued
from Bahman 1404, accompanied
by the successful installation of
two ultra-heavy separators, each
weighing 102 tons, with a diam-
eter of 6.8 meters and a length
of 33 meters. After pre-commis-
sioning, equipment testing, and
coordination of systems, with a
short four-day shutdown to in-
tegrate the control and safety
systems of the first and second
trains with the third and fourth
trains, permission to introduce
oil was issued, and finally on 19
Mehr 1405, the full 320,000-bar-
rel oil processing capacity of this
center was achieved.

Azadegan’s central role in
West Karun’s 820,000-barrel
record

Completion of the South Aza-
degan central processing project
is not merely a local achieve-
ment; it is considered mother
infrastructure for the entire
West Karun basin. With the op-
erationalization of this center’s
320,000-barrel capacity, the cu-
mulative ceiling of oil processing
and exploitation capacity in the
West Karun oil fields has risen to
an exceptional figure of 820,000
barrels per day. Because of its
geographical location and ad-
vanced process design, this
center plays a fundamental role
in the region’s oil transfer, pro-
cessing, and stabilization sys-
tems and provides a reliable
and sustainable platform for
developing the capacity of other
satellite and neighboring fields.
Taking these developments into
account, overall progress of the
South Azadegan project has ex-
ceeded 80 percent, and the file
for the main section of surface
oil facilities has been conclusive-
ly completed; an achievement
obtained through close coor-

dination among the Petroleum
Engineering and Development
Company, the Petropars Group,
the employer, subcontractors,
and the country’s technical and
engineering bodies.

One of the brightest opera-
tional aspects of the South Aza-
degan field development project
has been the uninterrupted and
courageous continuation of con-
struction and engineering activ-
ities amid the highly dangerous
conditions of the 12-day war and
the third imposed war. In cir-
cumstances where field threats
could have led to stagnation of
projects, no mandatory stop-
page or decline in oil production
occurred, and development ac-
tivities were pursued with full
force. During these difficult days,
about 30 drilling rigs were active
in various fields under manage-
ment; they were suspended for
only about one week and solely to
observe strict safety measures,
and then quickly resumed. Even
in the area of international lo-
gistics, although maritime traffic
for supplying a limited number
of heavy items such as separa-
tors faced short delays, project
experts, through optimal risk
management, did not allow this
issue to block the path of prog-
ress; as a result, the first and
second trains were completed
without major delay, and nation-
al production remained stable in
a great test.

Development in the South
Azadegan oil field has not been
one-dimensional, and environ-
mental requirements and opti-
mal management of energy re-
sources are at the center of its
designs. The associated gas sec-
tion is the only remaining step of
the South Azadegan CTEP proj-
ect, and all the strength and fo-
cus of executive agents is direct-
ed toward its rapid completion.
Under this plan, associated gas

processing and compression fa-
cilities will be commissioned, and
according to the official sched-
ule, the first train of the gas
section will officially join the op-
erational cycle by the end of the
current year. With full operation
of the gas processing units, this
center will be able to collect 200
million standard cubic feet of as-
sociated gas daily and, instead
of burning it in flares, send it to
the NGL 3200 plant for purifica-
tion and hygienic and industrial
use; an action that, in addition to
creating major economic value
and feeding downstream petro-
chemical industries, will leave a
very positive environmental im-
pact on the atmosphere of the
West Karun region.

Start of second phase of in-
tegrated development and ex-
pansion of energy diplomacy

With the definitive completion
of the first phase of South Azade-
gan development, the next step
has begun with a much broader
target. From Ordibehesht (April),
the second phase of the project
for the entire shared Azadegan
field (North and South) entered
operational phases, includ-
ing deep engineering studies,
process design, holding major
tenders, and supplying heavy
drilling rigs, advanced downhole
pumps, and modern well-com-
pletion equipment. Alongside
this field development, a bal-
anced and multidimensional
development approach is also
underway in other West Karun
projects; including the Sohrab
shared field, where after revision
of plans to reduce damage to the
Hour al-Azim wetland ecosys-
tem, official environmental per-
mits were issued and operations
continued; or the 435-megawatt
West Karun power plant, which,
while supplying the 100-mega-
watt needs of the facilities, has
provided about 300 megawatts
of surplus and stable electrici-
ty to the country’s national grid
since 1400. In addition, the doors
of foreign investment remain
open for continued participation
of Chinese companies in fields
such as Yadavaran and for pur-
suing development contracts
with Russian companies in the
Aban, Paydar Gharb, Cheshmeh
Khosh, Dalpari, and Paydar Sharq
fields—especially in the area of
supplying downhole pumps—
placing South Azadegan at the
top of a chain of wealth creation,
industrial independence, and
technological synergy.

Iran-Africa trade increases 66% in 9 months

TEHRAN- The Minister of Agriculture, refer-
ring to the trend of trade exchanges between
Iran and African countries, said: “According to
customs exchange statistics, Iran’s trade with
Africa in the first nine months of the past Ira-
nian calendar year 1404 (March 21-December
21, 2025) reached about 940 million dollars,
which shows a 66 percent growth compared
to the same period in the preceding year”

Making the remarks in the First National
Meeting on Iran-Africa Agricultural Cooper-
ation, the minister said that this amount of
trade, despite significant growth, is still far
from existing capacities, and added: “This fig-
ure is still limited compared to the capacity of
the large market of the African continent with
more than one billion people.”

According to him, “This number is small,
but its direction of movement is correct, and
economic cooperation between the two sides
must be expanded through planning”

Nouri Qezeljeh, referring to the share of ag-
ricultural products in Iran-Africa trade, stated:
“About two-thirds of Iran’s imports from the
African continent are related to food and ag-
ricultural products. Therefore, cooperation in
this sector should not be limited to one-way
trade; rather, it must move toward the forma-
tion of joint value chains, mutual investment,
and technology transfer””

The Minister of Agriculture further men-
tioned a priority as removing executive obsta-
cles and strengthening communication among
responsible institutions and said: “Economic
actors, in order to enter into sustainable coop-
eration, need clear procedures, reliable trans-
portation, practical payment mechanisms,
insurance and investment coverage, and pre-
dictable regulations. Therefore, in the area of
tariffs and trade facilitation, with the partici-
pation of relevant bodies, the capacity of bilat-
eral agreements and regional mechanisms can
be examined.”

Nouri Qezeljeh, emphasizing the necessity
of continuously following up on executive ob-
stacles, stated: “The problems of each project
must be clearly identified and recorded, the re-
sponsible body must be designated to follow it
up, and the progress of the work must be eval-
uated within clear time frames.”

In the beginning of the First National Meet-
ing on lran-Africa Agricultural Cooperation,
the minister stressing that opportunities for
joint agricultural cooperation with Africa are
available and must be converted into concrete,
operational, and lasting economic ties.

The meeting was attended by ambassadors,
economic counselors, honorary consuls, offi-
cials from executive bodies, economic associa-
tions, entrepreneurs, investors, and more than
200 economic actors. The minister said this
broad participation provided a valuable oppor-
tunity to translate the political will for expand-
ing Iran-Africa relations into specific projects
and durable economic partnerships.

Upgrading, safety improvements performed on 4,700km
of secondary, rural roads across country

TEHRAN- The Director Gener-
al of the Office for Secondary and
Rural Roads Affairs of the Road
Maintenance and Transportation
Organization said: “This year, up-
grading and asphalt overlay op-
erations have been carried out on
4,699 kilometers of secondary and
rural routes.”

According to IRNA, citing the

Road Maintenance and Transpor-
tation Organization, Seyed Reza
Sharifi stated: “In order to im-
prove traffic quality and increase
the safety factor of trips on these
routes, during the seven months
that have passed since the begin-
ning of the current year, asphalt
overlay operations have been im-
plemented on 2,817 kilometers of
rural roads and 1,882 kilometers

of secondary routes”

He stated: “Also, in order to
strengthen road infrastructure in
these areas, sub-base and prepa-
ration operations for rural routes
over 3,415 kilometers and asphalt
paving for more than 1,950 kilo-
meters of these routes have been
carried out.”

The Director General of the Office

for Secondary and Rural Roads Af-
fairs referred to measures taken
to strengthen crossing structures
on secondary and rural routes and
noted: “Construction of 2,183 tech-
nical structures along these roads
is another key measure aimed at
increasing the strength and safety
of the infrastructure”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



Midterms reopen debate over
dominance of wealth in US politics

American democracy is drifting away from principle of
‘one person, one vote’ to a system of ‘one dollar, one vote’

From page 1 » While this is
hardly a new issue, it has tak-
en on sharper dimensions in
2026 amid soaring campaign
expenditures and the growing
influence of major donors and
special interest groups.

Approximately $8.9 billion
was spent on the 2022 mid-
terms. Approximately $11.2 bil-
lion for the 2024 presidential
election and a projected $11.6
billion for the 2026 midterms.

Donald Trump’s presence on
the political scene has played
a particularly striking role in
highlighting this contradiction.

Having entered the presiden-
tial race in 2015, attacking the
influence of major donors and
presenting his personal wealth
as a guarantee of his political
independence, Trump went on
to benefit, in the 2024 election,
from massive financial backing
provided by several billionaires
and political action commit-
tees, most notably those asso-
ciated with Elon Musk.

The 2026 midterm elections
have since witnessed record
levels of spending, both during
the primary season and in the
campaigns leading up to the
election.

An investigation published by
The New York Times revealed
that at least $1 billion in funds
linked to donors whose iden-
tities remain undisclosed had
flowed into the 2026 elections.

The newspaper reported that
tens of millions of dollars from
unknown sources had been
used in efforts to influence
Democratic primary contests,
particularly in Michigan and
Minnesota.

Michigan offered a striking
picture of the unprecedented
escalation in campaign spend-
ing, with expenditures on polit-
ical advertising exceeding $850
million over the election cycle.
Notably, Abdul El-Sayed se-
cured the Democratic nomina-
tion for the U.S. Senate despite
being significantly outspent by
his rival, Haley Stevens, who
received substantial backing
from outside funding groups,
most prominently the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC).

Further evidence of the con-
centration of campaign financ-
ing emerged in a Washington

e

Post report revealing that the
50 largest donors and lobby
groups contributed approxi-
mately $2.77 billion during the

current election cycle. Elon
Musk alone accounted for
around $446 million, most of
which went to political action
committees supporting Repub-
lican candidates.

The controversy, howev-
er, has extended beyond the
sheer volume and sources of
campaign money to questions
about the effectiveness of reg-
ulatory oversight.

The Brennan Center for Jus-
tice has raised concerns about
the Federal Election Commis-
sion’s declining ability to carry
out some of its core responsi-
bilities, after the agency spent
more than a year without the
quorum required to make cer-
tain official decisions.

The center warned that this
situation heightens the risks
associated with opaque cam-
paign financing, particularly as
spending on digital advertising
and social media influencers
continues to expand, areas that
do not always fall under the
same disclosure and oversight
requirements as traditional
media.

The current elections have
therefore exposed a debate that
goes beyond record-breaking
campaign expenditures.

At its heart lies a more fun-
damental question: how freely
can political parties and voters
choose their representatives
when wealthy individuals and
corporations possess enor-
mous financial resources with
which to influence the electoral
process?

This dilemma was explored

earlier by legal scholars who
offer a critical examination of
the American democratic expe-
rience, focusing on the contra-
dictions between the principles
underpinning the country’s po-
litical system and the way those
principles are put into practice.

Among the central issues ex-
amined are economic and so-
cial inequality, the influence of
money and private interests,
equality in the political process,
the role of constitutional and
judicial institutions, and the
gap between America’s pro-
claimed democratic values and
its conduct on the international
stage.

Specifically addressing cam-
paign finance, criticism has
been aimed at the US. Su-
preme Court’s 1976 decision
overturning key restrictions on
campaign spending because
they violated the constitution-
al protection of freedom of
speech. That ruling became one
of the legal foundations of the
campaign finance system that
operates in the United States
today.

Many critics argue that the
distinction between political
contributions and campaign
expenditures opened the door
for wealthy individuals, corpo-
rations, and lobbying groups to
exercise disproportionate po-
litical influence, thereby threat-
ening the principle of equality
on which a supposedly demo-
cratic society is based.

The arguments closely echo
warnings voiced by prominent
American thinkers, writers,
and politicians who represent a
broad intellectual and political
current that views the growing
influence of money as a genuine

threat to the electoral process
and to the principle of political
equality.

Among the most prominent is
Nobel Prize-winning economist
Joseph Stiglitz, who has drawn
a direct connection between
wealth inequality and dispari-
ties in political influence.

He has warned that Ameri-
can democracy is drifting away
from the principle of “one per-
son, one vote” and moving clos-
er to a system of “one dollar,
one vote.” In Stiglitz’s analysis,
wealth and political power rein-
force one another in a self-per-
petuating cycle: wealth enables
its holders to influence legis-
lation and public policy, while
those very laws and policies, in
turn, help consolidate their for-
tunes and political influence.

Along similar lines, a widely
cited academic study by re-
searchers concluded that eco-
nomic elites and business-ori-
ented interest groups exercise
considerable influence over
American policymaking, while
ordinary citizens have little in-
dependent influence on politi-
cal outcomes.

Studies have sparked wide-
spread debate about whether
the political system genuinely
reflects the will of the majori-
ty or instead grants economic
elites influence far beyond their
share of the electorate.

These warnings and academic
findings have emerged against
the backdrop of a lengthy ju-
dicial and legislative trajectory
that has progressively expand-
ed the scope for unlimited po-
litical spending, building on the
foundations established by the
Supreme Court’s 1976 ruling.

Since 2010, a series of Su-
preme Court rulings, beginning
with Citizens United v. FEC, has
dismantled campaign finance
restrictions, granting lobby
groups, wealthy individuals,
and political parties greater
freedom to spend money on
elections. The result is a system
that increasingly treats politi-
cal spending as constitutionally
protected free speech rather
than a force to be regulated.

US. politics has become a
system where money speaks
louder than votes, and wealth,
not the majority, ultimately de-
cides who rules.

Iran inflicted at least $5 billion in damage

on US military bases: WSJ

From page 1 » While the Pentagon has
priced the damage to bases at a minimum
of $5 billion, according to U.S. officials fa-
miliar with the matter cited by The Journal,
a separate person briefed on the cost said
the figure could reach as high as $15 billion.

The Center for Strategic and Internation-
al Studies, which reviewed the Journal's
findings on damaged buildings, estimated
that reconstruction alone would top $4
billion, a figure that excludes replacing the
equipment and systems housed inside.

Those repairs come on top of the war’s
overall cost, which stood at $471 billion as

of Oct. 16, according to a document viewed
by The Journal.

According to an Associated Press analy-
sis, Iran’s strikes on more than two dozen
U.S. bases in the Middle East focused on
early-warning systems before hitting air-
craft and buildings, causing billions of dol-
lars in equipment damage.

The AP independently verified damage to
American targets using satellite imagery
from multiple providers and spoke to four
regional officials who were briefed or have
firsthand knowledge of what was hit. The
AP found that, through August, more than

115 drone or missile strikes claimed by Iran
or Iranian-backed militias damaged or de-
stroyed structures on 26 military bases
and other sites with U.S. equipment.

The Journal also said the human toll has
also mounted. More than 20 U.S. service
members have died in activity related to
the war since it began on Feb. 28, accord-
ing to Defense Department data, and more
than 400 were wounded before a tempo-
rary ceasefire collapsed in July. After that,
the government stopped publishing casu-
alty figures specific to the conflict.

Beijing’s mediating power in international crises

By Mahdi Zolfaghari

TEHRAN - In the new inter-
national order, the concept of
“power” is no longer defined
solely by the number of nucle-
ar warheads, overseas military
bases, or classical security alli-
ances; rather, the new geometry
of global power is shaped by the
capacity of supply chains, cur-
rency exchanges, infrastructure
investments, and economic in-

terdependence.

Within this novel framework,
China has managed to elevate
its position from a mere trad-
ing power in the late twentieth
century to a “structural actor
in international crisis manage-
ment’—an actor whose primary
tools for intervening in crises
are not missiles and sanctions,
but economic integration and fi-
nancial leverage.

The defining distinction of
China’s approach to internation-
al crises is rooted in the theory
of “developmental peace” as op-
posed to Western “liberal peace.”
Beijing believes that the primary
root of many geopolitical con-
flicts and security instabilities
in the Middle East, Africa, and
Central Asia lies not in a vacu-
um of Western democracy, but
in poverty, a deficit of infra-
structural development, and

a lack of connection to global
markets. Therefore, Beijing uti-
lizes initiatives such as the Belt
and Road and strategic energy
partnerships as efficient tools
to contain security shocks. When
countries share tangible, mutual
economic interests in the conti-
nuity of joint projects, the cost
of escalating tensions and war
increases dramatically for them.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Protestors loot shops in Frankfurt
320,000 hold protests in France as police arrest 770

Protesters try to break through a window of a Frankfurt shop selling weapons

From page 1 » On Sunday, Germany’s In-
terior Minister Alexander Dobrindt told Bild
newspaper that overnight police had pre-
vented “violence like that seen in Paris” in
recent weeks and called for “harsh punish-
ments” for rioters and looters.

Overnight, a large section of Frankfurt’s
main shopping street was closed off by po-
lice. A police spokesperson said many ar-
rests were made in the city.

Authorities in Frankfurt, Munich and Ber-
lin reported as many as 18,000 protesters,
roughly half of what the organizers had es-
timated on their website. German media say
tens of thousands protested in German cit-
ies on Saturday.

Gen Z regelt spokesperson Lina Friedrich
said the demonstrations were “to fight for
peace and freedom, rather than for war and
coercion”.

She said: “What matters most to us is
better support for the health and education
systems. We are against compulsory mili-
tary service and we are in favor of a fairer
distribution of the burden.”

On Saturday night Frankfurt police said
“violent riots” were occurring in the city
centre and that special police units had been
deployed.

The windows of several shops had been
smashed and molotov cocktails were thrown
at emergency services, police said.

Officials said the windows of a gun shop
were smashed and that they had seized two
weapons after arresting a suspect. People
also broke into other shops, stealing items
like trainers.

Roman Poseck, interior minister of Hesse
state, of which Frankfurt is the biggest city,
said that “around 100 clearly identified left-
wing extremists” had infiltrated the protest
in the city. He added that it was “shameful”
how the protests had ended.

“We all have those images from France in
our minds - looting, burning houses, burn-
ing police vehicles, and attacks on police
officers... France must not be held up as a
model in this regard.

Police said the situation calmed down
overnight into Sunday in the city.

Similar instances took place in other Ger-
man cities.

In Cologne, police said officers were at-
tacked near the main train station, with bot-
tles thrown and a bicycle launched.

A smaller demonstration in the evening in

Berlin - following larger protests in the day
- resulted in 27 police officers being injured,

and up to 56 people temporarily detained,
Berlin police said.

In Hamburg, people dressed in black set
off fireworks and set barricades on fire,
with public broadcaster NDR reporting that
120 people were arrested.

The protests in Germany took place on the
same day as other large-scale demonstra-
tions in Europe.

In France, more than 320,000 people
took part in a third consecutive weekend of
largely peaceful protests in cities across the
country, demanding action on the high cost
of living and poor public services, especially
in the education sector.

Thousands of police officers were de-
ployed across the country, and officers fired
tear gas at demonstrators in some cities.

There were more than 770 arrests across
France during the demonstrations on Sat-
urday, roughly half as many as the previous
week’s protests, the French interior ministry
said.

French Interior Minister Laurent Nunez
said a police officer had been injured by a
molotov cocktail and French prosecutors
later launched an attempted murder probe.

Police in Paris said several hundred riot-
ers had attacked security forces with pro-
jectiles.

French protest organizers, the Gilet Jaune,
or Yellow Vests, have said dozens of pro-
testers have been seriously injured during
recent demonstrations across the country,
with many hurt by “grenades”.

France suspended the use of stun gre-
nades for policing student protests in ear-
ly October after a 15-year-old’s hand was
blown off.

Protests also took place in Italy, with
some clashes between police and demon-
strators in Rome and Turin.

In Portugal, police moved to clear a new
tent camp that had been assembled after
thousands marched to protest against a
rental bill that they argue could worsen a
housing crisis in the country, where house
prices have more than doubled over the past
decade.

Mostly young protesters have recently
taken to the streets in a swathe of Europe-
an nations: France, Belgium, Ireland, Spain,
Portugal, Italy, Greece, Serbia and Albania.

While the specific demands vary from
country to country, the protesters have
largely focused on cost-of-living issues,
such as access to housing, the quality of ed-
ucation and cuts to public services.

¢  CEFCHNEN .
People take part in a demonstration organized by labor unions as part of nationwide
protests called by the “Yellow Vests” movement joined by French high school and university
students against the cost of living and rising fuel prices, in Paris, France, October 31, 2026.
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We focused
onyouth
development at
Nagoya Asian Para
Games: Rezaei

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s sitting volleyball
team manager Hadi Rezaei says that they
competed in the Asian Para Games in Nagoya
with a mixture of experienced and young
players.

Team Melli were crowned champions of the
Games for a record fifth time, completing a
flawless campaign without losing a single
match or even dropping a set.

Speaking about the team’s success at both
the World Championships and the Asian Para
Games, head coach Rezaei highlighted the
importance of introducing fresh talent into
the squad.

“After winning the World Championships,
we made changes to the team. Five players
who were not part of our squad at the World
Championships in Hangzhou were included in
the team for the Nagoya Asian Para Games,’
Rezaei said.

“We won on two fronts: we lifted anoth-
er trophy just two months after becoming
world champions, and we achieved it with a
new-look squad. This gives us a strong foun-
dation for the future.”

Rezaei also addressed the decision to leave
out experienced captain and setter Davoud
Alipourian.

“Perhaps many people thought the team
would struggle without Alipourian. However,
we had a young player ready to step into his
role, and he performed very well. We also had
an 18-year-old in the squad who made a sig-
nificant impact”

“Sometimes, difficulties create greater
solidarity and team spirit. We experienced
that in Nagoya. Perhaps without those chal-
lenges, we would not have become champi-
ons in such convincing fashion.”

Rezaei acknowledged the enormous ex-
pectations surrounding the national team,
explaining that years of success have made
maintaining the country’s reputation an in-
creasingly demanding task.

“People associate Iranian sitting volleyball
with winning championships. That makes our
job difficult, although it is also something to
be proud of. In a competition where many
athletes are eliminated before reaching the
finish line, anything other than first place is
considered a failure for Iran’s sitting volley-
ball team.

The head coach also highlighted Iran’s un-
beaten run in Nagoya, particularly the team’s
two convincing victories over Kazakhstan —
first in the group stage and then again in the
final.

“Kazakhstan finished third at the World
Championships just two months ago, but we
defeated them twice in Nagoya, both times
by a 3-0 scoreline,” Rezaei said.

“These results demonstrate the consid-
erable gap between the two teams. We also
have a significant advantage over other
countries, which is something we are pleased
about”

Reflecting on Iran’s overall performance
at the Asian Para Games, Rezaei said the na-
tional teams had achieved their objectives,
with the men winning gold and the women
securing silver.

“We achieved what we set out to accom-
plish: the men’s championship and the wom-
en’s runners-up finish. Now our responsibili-
ty is to maintain these achievements.”

Rezaei described the women’s silver medal
as an improvement in performance and sig-
nificance compared with their previous run-
ner-up finish.

“Although the women's team repeated
their result from the previous edition, this sil-
ver medal was more valuable. Iran increased
their advantage over the teams in second and
third place while narrowing the gap with Chi-
nga, the champions. Defeating Japan on their

SPURTS

home court was also a major achievement.”

Looking ahead, Rezaei stressed the im-
portance of proper planning for the women'’s
team ahead of next July’s Paralympic qualifi-
cation tournament.

Bam lose to

Kobe Leonessa

in AFC Women’s
Champions League
2027/27

TEHRAN - Kobe Leonessa registered a con-
vincing 4-1win over Bam Khatoon in their AFC
Women’s Champions League 2027/27 Group
A opener on Sunday.

Yui Narumiya's first half strike set the tone
for Kobe, who extended their lead through
Mao Kubota, only for Zahra Sarbali to pull one
back from the spot, with Maya Yamamoto
and Ai Tsujisawa adding further goals to seal
the win.

Bam Khatoon were reduced to 10 players in
the 66th minute after Sara Didar’s overhead
clearance inside the box resulted in a foul on
Okuma, with the referee awarding a penalty.

Yazdani, however, went the right way to
deny Okuma from the spot, before foiling
Natsume Kingetsu on the follow-up.

The match was interrupted by bad weather
in the 74th minute and later resumed.

Bam will face North Korean Naegohyang
on Wednesday.

The competition is underway in Yangon,
Myanmar.

Golmohammadi
officially
appointed Iran U23
head coach

TEHRAN - Yahya Golmohammadi has of-
ficially taken charge of Iran’s U23 national
team after signing his contract with the Ira-
nian Football Federation.

Following Iran U23’s disappointing perfor-
mance at the 2026 Asian Games in Nagoya,
which saw the team eliminated from the
competition, head coach Hossein Abdi re-
signed from his position. The Iranian Football
Federation accepted his resignation, bringing
his tenure to an early end.

Following Abdi’s departure, the federation
began negotiations with several domestic
candidates to take over the U23 side. After
several rounds of talks, former Persepolis
coach Yahya Golmohammadi, who was in
charge of Iraqi club Duhok this season, was
appointed as the new head coach.

Golmohammadi’s official unveiling cere-
mony was held on Sunday in the presence of
Iranian Football Federation president Mehdi
Taj. The coach signed his contract at the cer-
emony, officially beginning his tenure as head
coach of Iran’s U23 national team.

Nokhodi wins
silverin 2026
World Wrestling
Championships

TEHRAN - Mohammad Nokhodi of Iran
won a silver medal in the 2026 World Wres-
tling Championships on Sunday.

Nokhodi lost to American wrestler Levi
Haines 4-3 in the final bout of the men’s free-
style 79ke.

The bronze medals went to Mahamed-
khabib Kadzimahamedau from Belarus and
Russia’s Ismail Khaniev.

Also, Amirmohammad Yazdani seized a
bronze medal at the 74kg. He defeated Slo-
vak wrestler Tajmuraz Salkazanov 5-4 in the
bronze medal match.

Practical conservation workshop
held at ruined Sassanid palaces

TEHRAN - A practical training
workshop on emergency con-
servation and restoration at the
Palace of Ardashir and Qaleh
Dokhtar (“Maiden Castle”) near
Firuzabad, southern Iran, has
brought together heritage con-
servation specialists and univer-
sity students to provide hands-
on experience in protecting
historic structures.

Afshin Ebrahimi, director of the
Sassanid Archaeological Land-
scape of Fars World Heritage
Site, said the workshop was held
on Friday, October 30, with the
participation of the World Heri-
tage site management team, fa-
cilitators from Isfahan University
of Art and 12 students.

He said the program aimed to
familiarize students with prac-
tical procedures for heritage
conservation, monitoring, docu-
mentation and emergency resto-
ration, while bridging the gap be-
tween academic knowledge and
field experience at historic sites.

During the workshop, partic-
ipants learned about the site’s
specialist conservation activ-
ities and periodic monitoring
procedures. They also took part
in practical exercises, including
surveying, preparing detailed
sketches, mapping and assess-
ing damage to selected wall
surfaces at Qaleh Dokhtar, and
completing conservation moni-
toring records.

Ebrahimi said training in the
proper identification and docu-

mentation of structural damage
was essential to the effective
conservation of historic monu-
ments. Participants were also
introduced to monitoring forms
and the technical information re-
quired to assess and record the
conservation conditions of his-
toric buildings.

Another part of the program
focused on emergency conser-
vation work at the Palace of Ar-
dashir. Students, working under
the supervision of specialists,
participated in repointing sec-
tions of the palace’s walls and
preparing a gypsum witness
to help monitor changes in the
structure.

Ebrahimi said continuing such
workshops could strengthen the
technical capabilities of the next
generation of conservation pro-
fessionals, facilitate the trans-
fer of practical experience and
promote scientifically grounded
approaches to safeguarding Sas-
sanid heritage.

The Palace of Ardashir, also
known as Ardashir Papakan Pal-
ace, dates to the early third cen-
tury and was built by Ardashir |,
founder of the Sassanid Empire.
Located near Firuzabad, the
monument is distinguished by
its domed chambers, monumen-
tal iwan and stone-and-mortar
construction.

Qaleh Dokhtar, another ma-
jor Sassanid-era monument in
the Firuzabad area, is a fortified
structure traditionally attribut-
ed to Ardashir I. Its architectural
features include vaulted halls,
arches, domes and stairways.

Both monuments form part
of the Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region, which
was inscribed on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List in 2018. The
property encompasses archaeo-
logical remains in Firuzabad, Bis-
hapur and Sarvestan, illustrating
the development of Sassanid ar-
chitecture and the early history
of the empire.

Qeshm launches multimedia documentation project to

preserve island’s intangible heritage
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TEHRAN Qeshm Island has launched a
multimedia documentation project to record
and preserve its indigenous knowledge, oral
history and intangible cultural heritage, with
the aim of passing the island’s traditional
knowledge and cultural practices on to fu-
ture generations.

Seyyed Mehdi Mousavi-0Ojagh, deputy for
cultural, social and tourism affairs of the
Qeshm Free Zone Organization, said the ini-
tiative involves conducting multimedia inter-
views with local cultural figures and tradition

bearers to document their knowledge, expe-
riences and accounts of the island’s cultural
heritage.

According to the official, the project fo-
cuses on several aspects of Qeshm’s tradi-
tional culture, including indigenous maritime
knowledge, local stories and narratives, tra-
ditional knowledge related to water heritage,
and other elements of the island’s oral his-
tory.

He stressed that much of a community’s
intangible heritage is preserved in the mem-
ories, skills and personal experiences of lo-
cal people, warning that valuable knowledge
could disappear permanently if it is not docu-
mented before its bearers pass away.

The initiative seeks to prevent the loss
of indigenous knowledge and facilitate the
transmission of previous generations’ ex-
periences and cultural practices to younger
people, ensuring their continued recognition
as part of Qeshm’s historical and cultural
identity.

Mousavi-Ojagh also identified communi-
ty-based cultural tourism as one of the ex-

pected benefits of the project, saying that
documenting local narratives, skills and tra-
ditional knowledge could help introduce the
island’s cultural attractions more compre-
hensively and encourage tourism rooted in
local identity and authenticity.

Located in the Persian Gulf, Qeshm is Iran’s
largest island and is known for its distinctive
combination of natural, geological and cul-
tural heritage. Its cultural traditions include
traditional wooden boatbuilding, known as
Lenj construction, Bandari embroidery and
mat weaving, as well as distinctive local cus-
toms and oral traditions.

The island is also home to the Hara man-
grove forests and the Qeshm Island UNESCO
Global Geopark, which encompasses 26 geo-
logical sites and was the first geopark of its
kind in West Asia.

The documentation project is intended to
turn the knowledge and experiences of older
generations into a lasting cultural resource,
supporting heritage preservation, education
and the development of cultural tourism, the
official underlined.

Sasanian-erarock carvmgs of human hands discovered in Marvdasht

TEHRAN - Archaeologists
have identified previously un-
documented Sasanian-era rock
carvings depicting human hands
without accompanying figures in
the historic Marvdasht Plain in
Fars province, southern Iran.

The  unusual engravings,
found alongside a Sasanian-era
prayer inscription in Middle Per-
sian (Pahlavi), may shed light
on ancient practices of prayer,
oath-taking and religious rituals.

Archaeologist and historian
Abolhassan Atabaki announced
the discovery during ongoing
archaeological surveys and doc-

independent depiction also has

nevolence.

In some instances,

may have served as a symbol-
ic means of expressing prayer,
oaths, covenants and wishes for
good fortune.

She explained that because
the hand plays a central role in
carrying out such acts, depict-
ing it independently could have
conveyed the intended meaning
without the need to portray the
entire human figure.

Ebrahimi said the Marvdasht
carvings may likewise have had
a devotional purpose, possibly
representing prayers or appeals
for divine assistance.

She added that this interpre-

umentation in the Marvdasht
Plain, Ana news agency reported
on Sunday.

He said the newly identified
carvings depict human hands
together with parts of the fore-
arms, engraved directly onto rock
surfaces without any accompa-
nying human figures. Their artis-
tic style and visual characteris-
tics suggest that they date to the
Sasanian period (224-651 CE).

Atabaki noted that although
hands frequently appear in Sa-
sanian rock reliefs as symbols
of respect and homage, their

precedents in seals and seal im-
pressions from the period.

Examples held in collections
at the British Museum, Bandar
Abbas, Takht-e Soleyman, Tell
Abu Shaaf in Irag and the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley,
demonstrate that Sasanian art-
ists sometimes depicted hands
independently of other parts of
the human body.

Studies of Sasanian art sug-
gest that the hand motif was
associated with concepts such
as greeting, goodwill and be-

researchers have also proposed
connections with covenants, the
deity Mithra and religious cere-
monies.

One notable example is a
seal impression discovered at
Takht-e Soleyman, which depicts
a hand accompanied by a Pahla-
vi inscription reading abestan o
yazdan, meaning “seeking the
assistance of the deities.”

In that regard, Najmeh Ebra-
himi, a historian, said the avail-
able evidence suggests that the
independent depiction of hands

tation is reinforced by the dis-
covery of a Sasanian-era prayer
inscription beside one of the
hand carvings.

The depiction of part of the
forearm, ending in a straight
edge, together with the distinc-
tive positioning of the fingers,
gives the newly documented
carvings particular archaeologi-
cal and artistic significance.

Researchers say further exam-
ination and documentation will
be needed to establish more pre-
cisely the meaning and function
of the unusual motifs.



Iran among 30 countries with rare
blood preservation technology

TEHRAN - Iran is among only 30 countries
worldwide with the technology to preserve
rare blood types for 10 to 30 years through
glycerol-based cryopreservation, and is the
only country in the region with this capability,
according to the head of the Iran Blood Trans-
fusion Organization (IBTO).

Rare blood types refer to blood groups that
have a very low prevalence in society and are
classified into three categories: rare, very
rare, and extremely rare. Arare blood type is
defined as one occurring in only 1 out of ev-
ery 1,000 or one million people, Ahmad Qar-
ah-Baghian, IBTO’s chief executive, told Mehr
News Agency.

Once a rare blood type is identified, the
IBTO collects required samples and freezes
them for long-term storage. According to
published scientific articles, rare blood type
storage spans from 10 to 30 years. Based on
some documentation, blood frozen for 20
years still remains usable.

People with rare blood types are identified
in different ways, and they are invited to do-
nate blood. Like others, these individuals can
donate blood four times a year if they meet
the requirements, he added.

According to Mehdi Karbadizadeh, an offi-
cial with the IBTO, a total of 350 rare blood
units are frozen and stored in the rare blood
bank. Some 1,500 individuals with rare blood
types are identified in the country. However,
not all of them are eligible to donate blood.

‘Iran the only Islamic country in Eastern
Mediterranean with rare blood program’

Iran is the only Islamic nation in the Eastern
Mediterranean region that has a rare blood
program, an official with the Iranian Blood
Transfusion Organization (IBTO) has said.

In the Iranian year 1389 (2010-2011), the
country joined the International Rare Blood
Association, which currently has 30 member
states, IRNA quoted Mehdi Karbasizadeh as
saying.

The official went on to say that Iran, China,
and Japan are the only member states of the
association in Asia that have rare blood man-
agement programs.

One out of 5,000 to 10,000 individuals in
Iran has a rare blood type. The frequency of
rare blood types in each country depends on
its population and the blood type. Bombay
blood type is among the rarest blood groups
known in the country, the official added.

There are currently fewer than 10 of the
rarest blood types and 30 rare blood types in
the country. About 150 out of 376 solidified
units of blood stored at a rare blood bank are
the rarest, Karbasizadeh said.

Presently, 262 individuals with a really rare
blood type are identified in the country, but
not all of them can donate blood.

The official urged those with (really) rare

blood types to donate blood at least once
a year, saying that blood units solidified at
minus 65 to 85 degrees centigrade can be
stored for 10 years.

In 2025, Jaffar Hussain, the former World
Health Organization (WHO) Representative
to Iran, highlighted Iran’s capacity to serve
as a model for other nations in the realm of
blood transfusion and rare blood manage-
ment.

Addressing National Rare Blood Day on
January 22, the official praised the country’s
steadfast commitment to equitable health
care access, ensuring that no one is left be-
hind, regardless of their blood type.

National Rare Blood Day is a day dedicat-
ed to celebrating the lives saved, challenges
overcome, and unwavering commitment to
ensuring every individual, regardless of their
blood type, has a fighting chance at life.

The official commended the country’s un-
wavering dedication to tackling the unique
challenges surrounding rare blood, empha-
sizing the criticalimportance of collaboration,
innovation, and unwavering determination in
this global endeavour, the WHO website an-
nounced in a press release on January 27.

Hussain painted a vivid picture of the
struggles faced by those with rare blood
types, individuals who often find themselves
in desperate need, their lives hanging in the
balance as they search for that elusive, com-
patible match.

He paid tribute to these unsung heroes,
recognizing their generosity and unwaver-
ing commitment to the well-being of others.
“Blood donors,” he declared, “represent the
epitome of human solidarity, offering a life-
line to those in need without expecting any-
thing in return”

WHO, Hussain emphasized, believes that

universal health coverage must encompass
access to safe blood and blood products.
He lauded IBTO’s leadership in blood safety
and transfusion services, highlighting their
remarkable achievement of a 100 percent
voluntary, non-remunerated blood donation
system, a testament to the principles of uni-
versal health coverage in action.

In closing, the official extended his deep-
est gratitude to the IBTO for their unwaver-
ing dedication to advancing blood transfu-
sion services and ensuring equitable access
to rare blood. He thanked the blood donors,
whose selflessness serves as an inspiration
toall.

The event concluded with a renewed com-
mitment to innovation, partnership and uni-
versal health coverage, leaving attendees
with a sense of determination to continue the
fight for rare blood access, ensuring that ev-
ery drop counts, every donation matters and
every life is valued.

In July 1979, the IBTO was established to
organize blood transfusion activities, pro-
mote blood donation, and supply safe blood
and its products free of charge for patients
suffering from diseases like hemophilia, thal-
assemia, and leukemia.

Iran is the only Islamic country that is a
member of the International Society of Blood
Transfusion’s rare blood donor working party
(ISBT WP).

Thanks to a rich culture of selflessness, the
country maintains a six-month blood reserve
ensuring preparedness for crises.

Blood reserves and their products are
considered strategic and vital resources for
the country, and voluntary donations help to
meet the needs of the country, particularly
during crisis.

Tehran, New Delhi hold talks to deepen ties in technology sector

TEHRAN - Iran and India have
discussed ways to expand co-
operation in information and
communication technology (ICT),
promote specialized exchanges,
and strengthen coordination in
international forums.

ICT Minister Sattar Hashemi
and India’s Ambassador to Iran,
Vishwesh Negi, held a meeting
on Saturday to explore the two
countries’ capacities for joint ini-
tiatives in the sector, Mehr News
Agency reported.

The discussions focused on

identifying opportunities for co-
operation between government

innovative centers to utilize Al in
different fields,” he said.

Highlighting the importance of
securing critical infrastructure
in the years ahead and India’s
capacity in training specialized
human resources, Hashemi an-
nounced Iran’s readiness to share
experiences in cyber threats,
combating emerging malware,
and strengthening the security
of financial infrastructure.

The ICT minister also proposed
developing a joint fund to sup-
port Iranian and Indian start-
ups, holding joint technological

bodies and private-sector ICT
stakeholders, enhancing profes-
sional interactions, and making
greater use of the two countries’
scientific, technical, and techno-
logical capabilities.

Given the respective capacities
and the regional and interna-
tional standing of Iran and India,
both parties underlined the need
for the promotion of cooperation
and coordination within special-
ized international forums and
organizations, particularly those
related to the ICT sector.

The officials also highlighted
the importance of harmonizing
views, participating in ongoing
consultations, and strengthen-
ing joint initiatives to ensure a
more effective presence on the
international stage.

The two sides agreed to con-
tinue discussions, follow up on

the discussed issues, and en-
hance ties in areas of mutual in-
terest.

Tech ties with India in key
sectors

In February, Hashemi, in a
meeting with Indian Minister
of Electronics and Information
Technology, Jitin Prasada, voiced
the country’s readiness for the
expansion of scientific and tech-
nological ties with India in key
sectors, particularly artificial in-
telligence (Al), cybersecurity, and
the digital economy.

The officials met on the side-
lines of the India Al Impact Sum-
mit 2026, being conducted in
person at Bharat Mandapam,
New Delhi, from February 16 to
20, IRIB reported.

During the meeting, Hash-
emi highlighted the capabilities
of the two sides in emerging

technologies. Referring to Iran’s
strong scientific and human in-
frastructure, he said the country
has taken great strides in ad-
vancing modern technologies.

The official went on to say that
India is one of the global hubs for
software development, a power-
ful country with high capacity in
developing and exporting IT, cy-
bersecurity, and Al. So, promot-
ing technological ties between
the two countries will lead to
the formation of a digital pow-
erhouse.

According to Hashemi, en-
hancing interactions between
the private sectors is among the
top priorities. “We are interested
in developing operational coop-
eration in large language models
(LLMs), the development of an Al
joint platform in the agriculture
sector, and the establishment of

events, and talent exchange pro-
grams, allocating special zones
in the technology parks of the
two countries, and facilitating
the issuance of ‘tech visas’ for IT
professionals as practical ways
to foster cooperation.

For his part, Prasada under-
scored expanding collaboration
between the two sides, saying
that Indiais willing to expand ties
with Iran via sharing expertise
in Al and cybersecurity, holding
workshops on training special-
ized human resources, and kick-
ing off operational cooperation
in collaborative technological
projects.

“Establishing joint innovation
centers and exchanging experts
would help accelerate tech-
nological development in both
countries,  strengthen digital
infrastructure, and improve data
security,” Prasada noted.
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Iranian tech firms showcase innovations
at exhibitions in Russia, China

TEHRAN - Iranian knowledge-based com-
panies have participated in two major in-
ternational exhibitions, Kazan Digital Week
in Russia and Aquatech China, showcasing
their technological capabilities and exploring
opportunities to expand international coop-
eration and business ties.

With the support of the Innovation and
Prosperity Fund, the representatives of nine
Iranian knowledge-based firms paid a visit to
the Kazan Digital Week Expo held from Octo-
ber 29 to 31, holding meetings with officials
from the Tatarstan Investment Development
Agency and representatives of Russian tech-
nology companies, IRNA reported.

Exploring joint investment opportunities,
conducting business meetings with com-
panies based at IT parks, and paying a visit
to Innoploice urban settlement were among
other plans of the delegation.

The expo primarily focused on developing
a sustainable ecosystem of trusted digital
technologies and the use of digital technol-
ogies in industries, businesses, and govern-
ment.

The exhibition included scientific confer-
ences, expert sessions, business meetings,
start-up events, training workshops, and
initiatives to foster international collabo-
rations. It provided a great opportunity for
showcasing the latest innovative technolo-
gies, developing export markets, attracting
investment, and establishing strategic part-
nerships.

In October, leading Iranian and Russian
companies explored ways to expand bilateral
cooperation in advanced technologies at the
third Russia-Iran Information and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) Forum.

The forum brought together officials, dip-
lomats, and public- and private-sector rep-
resentatives from both countries. The par-
ticipants met on the sidelines of the second
Global Digital Forum, held in Moscow from
October 8 to 10, IRNA reported.

During the meeting, Alexander Shoitov,
Russia’s deputy minister of digital develop-
ment, communications and mass media, said
the participation of Iranian companies in the
Global Digital Forum offered a valuable op-
portunity to exchange information and es-
tablish new partnerships.

He noted that Iran and Russia had signif-
icant potential to expand bilateral coopera-
tion, particularly in artificial intelligence and
cybersecurity.

Shoitov also reaffirmed Russia’s readiness
to deepen bilateral ties and develop joint in-
frastructure in the ICT sector.

For his part, lran’s ambassador to Russia,
Kazem Jalali, highlighted the importance of
fostering strategic cooperation between
Iran and Russia in the expansion of digital ex-
changes within a governmental framework.
The enhancement of ties helps strengthen
the country’s capacity for participation in re-
gional and global markets.

Highlighting the expertise and knowledge
of Iranian technology companies in the local-

ization of IT infrastructure equipment, Rus-
sian companies can establish joint ventures
with reliable partners in Iran, gaining access
to the country’s IT and artificial intelligence
services market.

Moreover, Iranian and Russian represen-
tatives of high-technology companies show-
cased their latest cutting-edge accomplish-
ments and presented their comprehensive
plans and operational proposals for the pro-
motion of cooperation in advanced technol-
ogies.

Exchanging best practices and techno-
logical solutions, holding B2B meetings, ex-
panding business networks, and exploring
opportunities for joint projects were among
other key parts of the Forum. Particular at-
tention was given to practical mechanisms
for Russian and Iranian companies to enter
new markets and develop cooperation with
partners from third countries.

Aquatech China

Also, a trade and technology delega-
tion consisting of representatives of some
16 knowledge-based companies attended
Aquatech China, with the aim of expediting
the internalization and export of knowl-
edge-based products. The exhibition was
held in Shanghai from October 28 to 30.

The delegation paid a visit to different
parts of the exhibition and held meetings
with the participating companies.

Aquatech China is the leading water tech-
nology trade show in China, covering all as-
pects of water: drinking water, industrial
water, wastewater treatment, sludge treat-
ment, smart water solutions, and water
management.

The increasing need for (clean) water,
combined with promoting environmental
protection and strong enforcement of new
regulations, creates huge opportunities
for international companies specialized in
(waste)water technologies in China.

In August, the Iran National Science Foun-
dation (INSF) and the National Natural Sci-
ence Foundation of China (NSFC) announced
support for the second joint specialized
workshops to develop science diplomacy,
foster research networking, and exchange
technical knowledge.

The grant, amounting to 7 billion rials
(about $2.6 million) per research project for
one year, will be allocated to the following
fields, IRNA reported.

1. Advanced Materials:

Exploration and processing of rare earth
elements

Nano-composites for resilient construc-
tion materials in earthquake-prone areas

Green synthesis of nanomaterials using
biological resources

2. Novel Sensors:

Smart nanomaterials for biosensors: early
detection of diseases and pathogens

Nanostructured gas sensors for environ-
mental and industrial pollution monitoring

(See full text at tehrantimescom)

Some 90 earthquakes hit Iran in a week

TEHRAN - A total of 89 earthquakes have
been recorded across the country in a week
from October 24 to 30, according to the seis-
mological networks of the Institute of Geo-
physics of the University of Tehran.

Statistically, 79 earthquakes with mag-
nitudes smaller than 3, and 10 earthquakes
with a magnitude between 3 and 4 have oc-
curred in the country, irsc reported.

Of the total quakes, one had a magnitude
of 3.9 on the Richter scale which occurred on
October 28 in Bushehr province.

Among the provinces of the country, Kho-
rasan Razavi experienced the highest num-
ber of earthquakes with 14, followed by Yazd
with 9, Semnan with 9, and Khuzestan with 7
earthquakes.

During the same period, four earthquakes
hit Tehran. No earthquakes were recorded
in Alborz, Ilam, Zanjan, Sistan-Baluches-
tan, Qom, Qazvin, Kordestan, Markazi, and
Hamedan provinces.

A total of 2,380 earthquakes with a mag-
nitude of more than 2.5 on the Richter scale
were recorded across the country over the
past calendar year (March 2025-March
2026), according to the Seismological net-
works of the Institute of Geophysics of the
University of Tehran, Mehr news agency re-
ported.

Out of recorded earthquakes, 910 had a
magnitude greater than 3, 130 had a magni-
tude greater than 4, and 15 had a magnitude
greater than 5 on the Richter scale.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very
seismically active region of the world and
is known not only for its major catastrophic
earthquakes but also for the disasters re-
lating to natural hazards, especially earth-
quakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the
world occur in Iran, but more than 6 percent
of the victims of the world’s earthquakes
during the 20th century are reported from
Iranian earthquakes.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A believer divides his day and night into three parts: he
spends some of it in communion with God; another part in
repairing his life and needs; and the third part in providing

his body and soul with legitimate and admirable joys.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:11:48

Evening: 17:27 Dawn: 5:03 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:28 (tomorrow)

Albert Camus’s ‘Caligula’ on stage in Isfahan

TEHRAN - The play “Caligula” written by
Albert Camus is being performed at the Isfa-
han Art Hall in Isfahan.

Roham Bahiraei has directed the 90-min-
ute play that will remain on stage until
November 8. The cast includes Radnoush
Moghaddam, Sam Kouravand, Mehdi Ah-
madiparvar, Amirhossein Khamesipur, and
Reza Mohammadian among others.

Published for the first time in 1944,
“Caligula” was later the subject of numerous
revisions. It is part of what Camus called the
“Cycle of the Absurd,” together with the nov-
el “The Stranger” (1942) and the essay “The
Myth of Sisyphus” (1942).

A number of critics have reported the
piece to be existentialist, though Camus al-
ways denied belonging to this philosophy. Its
plot revolves around the historical figure of
Caligula, a Roman Emperor famed for his cru-
elty and seemingly insane behavior.

The play depicts Caligula, torn by the death
of Drusilla, his sister. In Camus’ version of
events, Caligula eventually deliberately ma-
nipulates his own assassination. (Historical-
ly, Caligula’s assassination took place in AD
41)

Albert Camus wrote of his piece, “Caligula,
a seemingly kind prince, realizes upon the
death of Drusilla that men die and they are
not happy. Obsessed by the quest for the Ab-
solute and poisoned by contempt and horror,
he tries to exercise through murder and sys-
tematic perversion of all values, a freedom,
which he discovers in the end is not truly
freedom. He rejects friendship and love, sim-
ple human solidarity, good and evil. He takes
the word of those around him, he forces them

to logic, he levels all around him by force of
his refusal and by the rage of destruction
which drives his passion for life”.

“But if his truth is to rebel against fate, his
faculty is to oppose and deny other men. One
cannot destroy without destroying oneself.
This is why Caligula depopulates the world
around him and, true to his logic, makes ar-
rangements to arm those who will eventually
kill him. Caligula is the story of a superior sui-
cide. Itis the story of the most human and the
most tragic of errors. Unfaithful to man, loyal
to himself, Caligula consents to die for having
understood that no one can save himself all
alone and that one cannot be free in opposi-
tion to other men,” Camus continued.

Albert Camus (1913-1960) was a French
philosopher, author, dramatist, journalist,
world federalist, and political activist. He was
the recipient of the 1957 Nobel Prize in Liter-
ature at the age of 44, the second-youngest
recipient in history. His works include “The
Stranger,” “The Plague,” “The Myth of Sisy-
phus,” “The Fall,” and “The Rebel”.

Cartoon of Day

American Nightmare
Cartoonist: José Alberto Rodriguez Avila from Cuba

Robert De Niro challenges Trump’s
leadership, US foreign policy

TEHRAN- A fresh exchange of
insults between US President
Donald Trump and Robert De
Niro has once again brought the
long-running dispute between
the Hollywood star and the Re-
publican president into the spot-
light, highlighting the actor’s
outspoken criticism of Trump’s
leadership, US domestic poli-
cies and military interventions
abroad.

Speaking at a campaign rally in
Daytona Beach, Florida, on Octo-
ber 30, Trump described De Niro
as a “moron” and said the actor
had become “gross” in his eyes,
renewing his attacks on one of
Hollywood’s most prominent
critics of his administration. He
also said that although he had
once liked De Niro, he could no
longer stand watching him.

The remarks came after De
Niro intensified his criticism of
Trump in recent public appear-
ances, including a protest in New
York on October 5 calling for the
release of additional files related
to convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein.

Addressing the gathering,
De Niro described Trump as the
“protector-in-chief” of Epstein
and questioned why the admin-
istration had not released the
remaining documents, asking:
“What is he hiding?”

The actor's comments were
part of a broader campaign de-
manding transparency and ac-
countability over Epstein’s con-
nections with influential political
and public figures. Trump, who
has acknowledged knowing Ep-

stein socially in the past, has de-
nied involvement in his criminal
activities.

A long-running opposition to
Trump

De Niro has never been reluc-
tant to make his political views
public. Since Trump’s emergence
as a major political figure, the
actor has repeatedly challenged
his statements and decisions,
becoming one of the most recog-
nizable critics of his presidency in
the entertainment industry.

)

A combination photo shows American actor Robert De Niro (L) and US President Donald Trump

His objections have not been
limited to Trump’s personality or
rhetoric. De Niro has raised con-
cerns about the administration’s
approach to democratic institu-
tions, freedom of expression and
the role of government in public
life.

One of his most prominent in-
terventions came in May 2025,
when he received an honorary
Palme d’'Or at the Cannes Film
Festival. Rather than limiting his
remarks to cinema, De Niro used
the international event to criti-
cize the Trump administration’s
treatment of cultural institu-
tions and its policies affecting
education and artistic freedom.

He also spoke out against
Trump’s proposal to impose tar-
iffs on films produced outside
the United States, arguing that
such a policy would restrict cul-
tural exchange and undermine
the international character of
filmmaking,

“This isn't just an American
problem, it's a global one,” De
Niro said, urging people con-
cerned about freedom to speak
out, demonstrate and make their
voices heard through elections.

His criticism continued into
2026. In February, he again de-
nounced Trump in strong terms,
calling himan “idiot” and warning
that his leadership would cause
serious damage to the United
States. He called on Americans
to resist policies he considered
harmful to the country.

Opposition to war and military
intervention

De Niro’s objections to the ad-
ministration have also extended
to Washington’s military record
and its involvement in interna-
tional conflicts.

Speaking at a New York event
in June 2026, the actor made
an unusually direct statement
about war and American foreign
policy, saying he could not love
a country that launches “stu-
pid and inhumane wars,” killing
thousands of innocent people
and indirectly causing the deaths
and suffering of millions more.

His remarks reflected a broad-
er criticism of the human cost
of military intervention and the
contradiction between Washing-
ton’s claims to defend freedom
and the consequences of its ac-
tions abroad.

At the same event, De Niro
turned his attention to issues
within the United States, crit-
icizing the administration’s
healthcare policies, immigration
enforcement and treatment of
families. He also condemned the
use of masked immigration offi-
cers, arguing that such practices
threatened civil liberties.

“ want to love my country
again. | want my country back,
he said.

By addressing military inter-
vention alongside immigration
and social policy, De Niro has pre-

sented his opposition as a broad-
er objection to the direction of
the country under Trump, rather
than simply a personal dispute
with the president.

Hollywood’s growing political
engagement

De Niro’s involvement in politi-
cal debates is part of a wider tra-
dition of American artists using
their public standing to address
social and political issues. How-
ever, his persistent and often
outspoken criticism has made
him a particularly visible figure in
the opposition to Trump.

The actor has used major cul-
tural events, television appear-
ances and public demonstrations
to encourage political participa-
tion and challenge policies he
considers damaging to demo-
cratic values.

His appearance at the 2025
Cannes Film Festival was par-
ticularly notable, as he used an
international cultural platform
to argue that developments in
American politics have conse-
quences for the wider world.

The continuing confrontation
between Trump and De Niro also
reflects the deep political divi-
sions in the United States, where
actors, musicians and other
public figures have increasingly
become involved in debates over
government policies and the
country’s place in the world.

For De Niro, the dispute goes
beyond the exchange of per-
sonal insults. His statements on
war, civil liberties and political
accountability indicate that his
concerns are rooted in a broader
criticism of the policies pursued
by the US administration and
their consequences at home and
abroad.

Mokri’s ‘Black Rabbit, White Rabbit’ wins at 63rd

International Ant
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alya Golden Orange Film Festival

with a healthy dose of magical realism and
meta-textuality.

Shahram Mokri, 48, won the Venice Film
Festival's Horizons Award in 2013 for Creative
Content for his second feature film “Fish &

In 2018, his third film “Invasion” was
screened at the 68th Berlin Film Festival and
was nominated for the Teddy Award.

He also won a silver Hugo medal at the Chi-
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TEHRAN - Shahram Mokri’s “Black Rabbit,
White Rabbit” won an award at the 63rd In-
ternational Antalya Golden Orange Film Fes-
tival, which was held in Tiirkiye from October
24 to 31.

At the closing ceremony of the festival, the
film received the Sungu Capan International
Cinema Writers Award, ISNA reported.

“Black Rabbit, White Rabbit” which had
its world premiere at the 30th Busan Inter-
national Film Festival in South Korea last
September, is a joint production of Tajiki-
stan and the United Arab Emirates and deals
with three people’s destinies that intertwine
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through apparently unrelated events.

Chekhov’s famous dramatic adage - if a
gun appears, it must be fired — sets the scene
for Mokri’s audacious latest, set in Tajikistan
and replete with his hallmark virtuosic long
takes, wry humor, and interlinking narratives.

A wealthy wife, wrapped in bandages from
a car accident, starts to suspect her hus-
band of foul play. On the set of a remake of a
classic Iranian film, an experienced armorer
fears the prop gun might be real. At an acting
audition, a young woman pulls a rabbit out
of a hat. These seemingly unrelated stories
combine into a playfully intriguing whole,

cago Film Festival in the main section and the
Venice Critics’ Best Screenplay Award for his
fourth film “Careless Crime”.

The cast of “Black Rabbit, White Rabbit,’
Mokri’s fifth feature film, includes Babak
Karimi, Hasti Mohammai, Kibriyo Dilyobova,
and Bezhan Davlyatov, among others.

The Antalya Golden Orange Film Festival
is the second most important film festival in
Turkey, held annually since 1963 in Antalya.

Since 2009, the event, which takes place in
the autumn months at the Antalya Cultural
Center, has been organized solely by the An-
talya Foundation for Culture and Arts and has
included an international section within the
main body of the festival.



